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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

Courthouse Plaza Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of October 23, 2018 minutes 

 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  

 
 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) Budget Update [Jane Rudolph, Department 
Director, DPR and Rebecca Schmitt, DPR] (7:15-7:40) 
 
 
A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) Update [Irena Lazic, DPR] (7:40-8:05) 
 
 
Master Transportation Plan (MTP), Bicycle Element Update [Richard Viola, DES] (8:05-8:30) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:30-8:35) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (8:35-8:40) 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 

o No updates; 11/15 meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.  The next 
scheduled meeting is on Thursday, 12/6.  

 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 
o The October 2018 Bike Element Working Group meeting reviewed the draft 

bicycle element document.  Areas of interest were the impacts of future changes 
to Long Bridge Park, improvements on the mapping to support the draft to 
include better identification of bike corridors and adding of bike corridors on 
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Walter Reed Drive & Fillmore Street, Army Navy Drive, the Route 27 side path, an 
Arlington Blvd connection to Roosevelt Bridge and an extension of Wilson 
Boulevard to 7 Corners.  The schedule for public review was discussed to include 
meeting with advisory groups and hearings before the Transportation and 
Planning commission and the County Board in January and February 2019. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 

• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
o At the November 13th meeting of the Civic Federation a resolution was 

introduced during “New Business” concerning the Level of Service methodology 
used in the latest draft of the POPS.  
 

o Under the By-Laws of the Civic Federation, the President, under the guidance of 
the Board of Directors, refers the resolution to one or more standing committees 
of the Civic Federation for their review and comment. Likewise, all resolution 
introduced under the rules of the Civic Federation are given fair consideration.  
 

o At its monthly meeting the Board of Directors agreed that the resolution in 
question should be forwarded to the following four committees: 
 

- Parks and Recreation 
- Environmental Affairs 
- Revenue and Expenditure 
- Schools. 

 
o It is expected that shortly the committees will convene to deliberate the 

resolution in question and decide whether the resolution warrants consideration 
by the general membership. 
 

o If a decision is made to move forward on the resolution, the Board of Directors 
has penciled in the date of January 8 when the resolution may be considered by 
membership. Before that occurs, after the committees have had their 
deliberations and briefings, a summary background paper will more than likely 
be circulated to membership prior to a panel discussion concerning the two 
points of view about the LOS methodology.  
 

o Given the non-partisan mission of the Civic Federation which has traditional been 
a forum where different points of view can be exchanged about community 
issues. We anticipate a robust debate and exchange of ideas concerning POPS at 
our January 8th meeting. 
 

o Given that I am President of the Civic Federation, and a member of the Park and 
Recreation Commission, I intend to recuse myself as moderator of the panel, if it 
is convened. 
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• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

• Four Mile Run Valley Working Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 
o The County Board unanimously adopted the Four Mile Run Valley Area Plan at 

the November 17 Board meeting. I spoke as vice-chair of the working group, and 
Bill spoke on behalf of PRC at the meeting. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
o JFAC -- On the Old Dominion and 26th St. Task Force project, at upcoming 

meetings, JFAC will be providing input on facilities that provide compatible uses 
while the Task Force itself will be evaluating facilities that are compatible with 
the site.  The 11/28 JFAC meeting will also review a presentation of the POPS final 
draft. 
 

• Lee Highway Alliance Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
o This group will provide a general vision with goals, objectives, and 

recommendations for land use, height and form, general open space locations, 
and transportation/connectivity improvements for the Lee Highway corridor. The 
next meeting is in 2019. 
 

• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/Howell) 
o Joan Kelsch, Arlington County Green Building Coordinator, participated in a 

discussion at the November 5 meeting about existing practices and policies in 
Arlington that might fit under the biophilic umbrella.  Members are compiling 
lists of existing practices and discussing next steps to further efforts to join the 
Biophilic Cities movement. 
 

o Since the resignation of Nereide Ellis early this year, PRC still has an opening on 
NRJAG.  Each of the member commissions has three positions, and PRC is down 
to two, so it would be good to get this open PRC position filled. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (TBD) 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  

• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Caroline Haynes) 
o As co-chair of the POPS advisory group, I have joined Irena Lazic for most of the 

presentations to the various commissions. POPS is on the agenda for the 
November meeting, so will have time to review some of the feedback we have 
heard to date. 
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o The public outreach event scheduled for November 15 was rescheduled due to 
inclement weather. The Open Door event will now be held on December 3 from 
6:30 to 8:00 PM at the Arlington Mill Community Center. PRC members are 
encouraged to attend. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
o PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 

- No updates. 
 

o Best Western Site (Shruti Kuppa) 
- The November 15th meeting focused on transportation and open space uses 

on the Best Western Site. LEED certification, landscaping, and 
environmental issues that could crop up during construction were some 
topics discussed. 
 

o American Legion/APAH (Shruti Kuppa) 
- No updates.  

 
o Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 

- Bill shared additional thoughts with staff on open space and design 
considerations based on his review and comments from commissioners at 
the October meeting.  The Commission can review a more finished plan 
once it is completed.   

 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
o On October 25, 2018, the ASC met.  The first presentation was on POPS and was 

the same presentation provided to the PRC on October 23.  The ASC expressed 
interest in the athletic fields portion of the briefing and had questions regarding 
usage and the plans for future field development.  The second presentation 
involved the DPR's Allocation Project.  The project is a new policy on field 
allocations between users.  DPR indicated that the goal of the project was not to 
initiate new policy but to establish written policy to support the signing of MOU's 
for field usage by programs utilizing County athletic fields.  The ASC had been 
briefed as the policy developed and had few questions.  Prior to this briefing the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of PRC met with DPR on the Allocation Project and I 
submitted comments.  At the ASC meeting, I limited my comments to the need for 
accessibility to athletic fields and that policies that limit new or expanding 
programs must err on the side of permitting allocations even if on a trial basis. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
o No updates; 11/15 meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather. The next 

scheduled meeting is on Thursday, 12/20.  
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Other Business (8:40-8:55) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 

• Bill Thomas Award Procedures Update 
 

 
Next Meeting: December 18, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 



55+ report for Nov 27, 2018 

 
1. Community Recreation Division reorganization - Cheryl Johnson, Division 

Chief 
 

• Division has 5 offices in addition to 55+ Programs: Early Childhood, 
Youth and Family, Office for Teens, Therapeutic Recreation and 
Community Arts 

 
2. 55+ FY 2018 performance 

 

• Overall attendance up 6% to 165,833 (all centers/all programs). 
 

• Breakdown: Wellness programs 55% increase, Drop-in classes 26% 
increase, Fitness 7% (w/workout w/fitness coaches a 18% increase). 

 

• Collaborations continue to expand: w/libraries, NoVa Falls Prevention 
Alliance, Arlington Neighborhood Village, and Arlington Alliance for 
Senior Programs. 
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