
URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 

2700 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22206 
TEL 703-228-6525   FAX 703-228-6507     www.arlingtonva.us  

November 1, 2018 
 
The Honorable Katie Cristol, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Reed School  
 
Dear Chair Cristol: 
 
The Urban Forestry Commission participated in PFRC meetings and at our October 25 meeting 
received a presentation on the Reed School Use Permit.  We approve of the placing of the 
building footprint to the west as being the best conserver of green space and trees, as it uses 
already paved land.  The joint committee members always brought up the value of open, green 
space that would be lost if the footprint was in the northeast corner and that this cost 
outweighed that of lesser construction cost if built there. 
 
The tree loss from this school’s construction is less than has been seen at most schools with 159 
trees preserved.  The accessible path around the school will mean the removal of several large 
canopy trees which provided screening for the neighborhood and we urge that tree 
replacement use fewer small ornamental trees and increased planting of larger shade and 
evergreen trees as a screen.  We also recommend that green walls be considered as part of the 
Silver LEED design. 
 
Arlington Public Schools staff has been responsive to UFC’s tree care recommendations, and 
contracts now specify the timing of tree planting and require a three-year tree inventory post-
construction.  Although the County Board does not have direct jurisdiction over the schools’ 
budget, tree survival rates do have a financial and environmental impact on all county residents 
so that encouraging spending on school landscape maintenance is appropriate.   
 
The Urban Forestry Commission is in favor of approving the Reed School Use Permit.  Thank you 
for considering these concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
cc: Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager  
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation  
Members, Planning Commission 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/

