
What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?
We need to build schools!!!!! And upgrade/expand/update existing facilities s I am very concerned that the 

county is not dedicating enough resources to APS and APS facilities. If our school system is viewed as 

overcrowded or under-resourced, our property values will crater. Having an awesome, well-funded school 

system is a huge selling point for the county. This requires appropriate  facilities.
Truly and transparently consider the safety and security of existing neighborhoods when zoning industrial 

uses for adjacent spaces. Seek input from these neighborhoods PRIOR to decision-making.  Conduct 

environmental impact statements and release results to the public.  Add traffic signals,  sidewalks, and other 

necessary infrastructure to ensure safety.  Conduct assessments of population growth and match urban 

development and planning to this.
These properties are too valuable for storage.  Now that the Ed Center is being moved, one half of the 

parking garage over 66 could be used for vehicle storage and not impact the educational use of the 

properties.
Take into account your population projections and traffic concerns while also considering citizen safety as 

the Buck property is surrounded by a neighborhood that is not really a busy cut through (though that's 

cutting worse) whereas Carlin Springs is already on a busy street so the road is better prepared to handle 

increased volume associated with the uses of the space.

South Arlington is ALWAYS the dumping ground for facilities that North Arlington does not want to host 

and suffers environmental injustice in that the lower economic standing of the average household results in a 

disproportionate exposure of pollutants and denial of programs that would improve the community (such as 

improved transportation along Columbia Pike).  North Arlington should pull its weight and the Carlin 

Springs parcel should be made parkland or put to use in a way that will not result in greater environmental 

degradation of the area.
It is easy to focus on the immediate needs for new buildings and facilities, but there is tremendous need in 

Arlington for natural areas and casual use green spaces, and these should be secured when possible, 

especially when we have the opportunity to enlarge an existing park!



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?
JFAC needs to go through with the county and find every and any potential spots for government uses.  This 

might be the start of Arlington taking a bit of control over what goes where away from the developers.  We 

need an actual, fully funded Economic Development Office to work with JFAC.  Tear down the empty 

buildings in Crystal City.  Stop making it that much easier for home and condo developers to build.  

Apartments, Condos and homes with more than one bedroom are actually a negative for our economic base 

so JFAC needs to also work with the Economic Development Office.  We need to stop hiding Arts folks 

under this umbrella and actually fund the Arts and actually fund real policy based, research driven planning.  

It is not healthy to create a slum, which is what the towers on Frederick Street will be.  It is not healthy to 

have hyper segregation which is what Yorktown is.  It is not healthy for any county to actually actively 

pursue making gridlock worse.  We are a transportation corridor, all of South Arlington and a great deal of 

North Arlington too.  We need real transportation studies and experts for JFAC to really get through some of 

these questions that have plagued us.

The problem with storing busses in a residential neighborhood is the traffic is already a nightmare and buses 

will make matters worse. That, plus the increase in noise will certainly decrease property values. You'll end 

up having to take eminent domain on the neighboring properties as well.  



Also, it occurs to me that there are city planners who do this professionally, I'd be interested in hearing a 

professional opinion on the matter. So far this feels like a lot of guess work is happening. Public opinion is 

important, but so is science and engineering.

I would like the JFAC to consider building the parking/staging areas over the top of 66.

1) Don't hesitate to recommend County investments in additional properties where needed, such as part of 

the Arcland property in Shirlington if the proposed deal is rejected (as it should be). 

2) Anticipate needs so that future siting decisions don't have as much time pressure as ART bus parking 

apparently does now.

3) When you put out a set of scenarios, accompany them with more background explanations of how they 

were created and selected, etc. The SWOC analyses are too cryptic and the differences in priorities among 

the scenarios are not well explained.

We as a County including all advisory groups need to be very transparent about what has and has not been 

decided as residents are not likely to participate if they feel the ultimate decision has already been made.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

While obtaining the response of Arlington citizens to the five proposals for the Quincy Street and the Carlin 

Springs scenarios are helpful; presenting them in a vacuum has the potential of distorting responses, 

particularly as it relates to the Quincy Street site since two of the proposals involve land exchanges that are 

not fully shown or explained    



It's a little bit like asking a kid whether he/she likes broccoli or ice cream and being surprised when they 

select ice cream.  It is obviously difficult to make any determination without knowing all the financial 

aspects with respect to the long-term cost of the different proposals.



From just a straight “usefulness” of the site, Scenario B under both the Quincy Street and the Carlin spring 

site appears to be the most appropriate.

Please do not concentrate parking of buses (either ART or APS) at one south Arlington location at the very 

edge of the county along an already choked traffic corridor. 



What will happen to the currently very in-demand full-time childcare facility at this location? Please do not 

remove this facility (which has a lengthy waiting list) until there is a facility to replace it. And why not 

continue this use for this land, for example co-locating childcare with senior housing? Shouldn't our young 

and elderly have a beautiful place to spend their days near the neighboring forest? I would rather see this 

beautiful piece of land used for people than buses.

Rather than limit land evaluations to 10 sites, consider all sites used by the county and how those can be 

shifted so office uses stay in neighborhoods and industrial uses stay in industrial/ highway areas.

The county needs to be innovative in meeting county needs.  Things will only get worse and short term 

solutions don't help.  Decking over 66, electric buses…



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Address current traffic congestion issues up front BEFORE considering any / all facilities planning.  The 

traffic on Carlin Springs Road is terrible, especially during rush hour in the morning and afternoon.  I am 

NOT open to the idea of developing the Urgent Care Property and/or building an additional high school 

along South Carlin Springs Road until the current serious / critical traffic and public safety issues along 

South Carlin Springs Road are fully addressed by the County, especially where Carlin Springs intersects 

Route 50 and at the access points used to get in and out of Kenmore MS and Campbell ES.

APS and County should be looking at going up and also using under used buildings that might become 

available from private sector.  Know cost of building parking garages is expensive especially for larger 

vehicles such as buses, but we may be at the point of needing to consider soon.  Also, the idea of decking 

over I-66, especially going up may also be needed very soon.  For school planning, more considerations of 

alternative education options that exist now and might come forward in future such as online education 

options and high school students taking college courses.



Did not comment on the various scenarios.  Neighborhood impact needs to be at the forefront of placing 

buses and other similar large vehicles and related noise of maintaining.

Continue to try an consolidate agencies with similar functions onto properties.  Really look at needs of all 

agencies, there is much waste with some b/c they are so spread out.  



Stop leasing County Headquarters at CHP... buy it outright or build somewhere else in county.

Any economic data/info would help the public understand the costs/tradeoffs of these scenarios. These 

options don't exist in a vacuum. Fiscal considerations clearly matter to the County, but I am afraid that the 

public is not getting the full picture and context based on how these options are laid out here.

CONSULT THE JOINT NEIGHBORHOOD TASK FORCE SURVEY REPORT AND USE THE 

FEEDBACK FROM THE SURVEYS TO MAKE APPROPRIATE PLANNING DECISIONS.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

JFAC needs to work harder to find multi-county options for locating the bus transportation depot--and needs 

to address the projected increases in students as the population climbs as projected. Use the Buck Property 

wisely for APS needs--not bussing needs, but classrooms and facilities.

Spread the harm to other parts of the county or... pay to put busses and vehicles out of the county.

The process for the JFAC has been flawed by not looking at the needs of APS joint with the County's other 

needs.  It seems limited to a couple of properties rather than a more comprehensive set of options.   It seems 

not to be thinking about traffic, nor about whole neighborhood or sector issues.  Quincy Park is facing three 

big developments within 1/2 mile of each other all at once, with no one seeming to think through their joint 

impacts.

I like the idea of building parking space underground.  You can also build parking garages multiple stories 

high in existing areas.  The Carlin Springs area is already in a subsidized housing area.  This space needs 

more green space, more facilities and community support. It does not need a parking lot.

Listen to the citizens and consult with them early in proposed development projects!  In the last few years 

the Glencarlyn Community has worked to block the development of a new school on the Kenmore property,  

blocked the redistricting parkland for affordable housing, and fought to save our community library.  Is the 

County looking at other areas for these proposed developments and savings?  The last few years it feels like 

this area is frequently and unfairly targeted.  Do your traffic studies earlier!  There is no way the area along 

Carlin Springs Road can support any of these proposals.  I think the County should revisit their efforts at 

continuing urbanization that the land and local resources cannot support.

Please put school facilities and field space for the kids as your top priority not bus parking!!!! Please plan for 

a school or school facilities on the property. The over crowding issues are of big concern to me and my 

family as we have just entered the public school system with a kindergartner. The county needs to recognize 

that people are moving here with small children because the county schools have such a good reputation. It 

is literally one of the county's biggest assets to have the best schools as an attraction for young families. We 

need to make sure that overcrowding doesn't squash this in years to come making Arlington a less attractive 

possibility for families.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Look at what else is happening in the neighborhoods affected. Take a wholistic approach. The QPN (Quincy 

Park North neighborhood is looking at having three major development in the following years--They YMCA 

will be replaced with a multi purpose development, there will be a new school where the 

help preserve neighborhoods by not increasing traffic on residential streets. For example North 13th and 

14th Street are already cut throughs between Kirkwood and Quincy for people who do not want to drive 

Washington Boulevard. Don't just say this is not the concern of JFAC, but rather coordinate with schools 

and traffic planners.

Noisy, hazardous uses of property should be placed in less densely populated areas away from Metro. This 

encourages use of public transportation and walking, a green future for Arlington.

Don't give businesses ridiculous deals at taxpayer expense.  Make decisions in concert with APS and taking 

into account other development projects that aren't specifically part of the individual projects being 

considered.  We need an outdoor pool facility somewhere in the Quincy Park/Ballston area of Arlington; 

other than the YMCA, there isn't one, and that's going to be redeveloped.

GENERAL COMMENTS FOR FUTURE PLANNING



•	Acquire land that is appropriate for Arlington County needs, instead of trying to jam inappropriate uses into 

plots of land that become available.  

•	Reconsider increased density that demands facilities that the County has no space for (and certainly hasn't 

planned for).  

•	Consider acquiring property for some uses outside of the boundaries of Arlington County and shared 

facilities with D.C., Alexandria and Fairfax County.

•	Expand the parks instead of using them for industrial or other purposes (schools).



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

First, and I don’t know how to properly emphasize this: it’s absolutely daft to think about trading away part 

of the Buck site for a storage cubicle building.  This is partly because the County so badly needs large sites 

for a number of different uses, both those known now and those for which the need will become apparent in 

future, and partly because storage cubicles are very nearly the worst use I can think of in creating a lively 

and welcoming city space.  I understand that many millenials have inherited Aunt Gertrude’s brown 

furniture, don’t really want it but can’t somehow stand to let go of it.  That’s okay, but it should be stored in 

Chantilly or somewhere, not as a dead spot in the middle of Arlington.  It does have the advantage of paying 

taxes and not generating school children, if that’s your goal.	



Peter Rousselot had it exactly right in his ArlNow column this week: if we want the current Arcland site, we 

should acquire it.  We should either make a voluntary deal with Arcland or acquire it by eminent domain.  



This is a kind of global response about the Buck property scenarios, and with the assumption that good sense 

and an interest in electoral survival will combine to dissuade the Board from the notion of devoting part of 

the property to a self storage building. Despite the description of the scenario uses as short term I am really 

thinking longer term uses.  The ‘short term’ uses are not going to go away! And I am struck by how few of 

those identified uses really require sunshine.  I also went and drove the site while thinking about so-called 

short term uses, and in that context the elevation change between the surrounding houses and the site is 

striking.  We should be thinking about decking the site, thus providing nice space sheltered from snow and 

rain for things like ART bus, school bus, and police vehicle and impound storage at a lower level.  We can 

also consider, in conjunction with VDOT, whether a dedicated off-on ramp from 66 for public safety 

vehicles could access this decked space.  On the deck I’m inclined to put an educational use - perhaps the 

fourth high school, which if there could share some lower-demand classes with Washington-Lee (Arabic, 

Korean, advanced math, serious vocational work on automobile maintenance, etc.).  About the cheapest sort 

of decked space extending out from the Buck site over 66 would be for less heavy uses, like athletic fields.

It seems like we need to use both of these properties to acheive balance in the County needs. For example, it 

doesn't seem like a good idea to put all of the County school and ART buses in one place. It seems like it 

would be good and more strategic for operations to balance those uses across the County.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Please consider decking over Interstate 66 so that green space can be created.  Passive green space (parks) 

and active green space (fields for sports) are needed and are in high demand.  The portion near W-L already 

has portions that are decked over, and additional fields for the school are needed now.



More fields atop parking garages.  This is another great use of space and satisfies the high demand that 

already exists.

* More school space and future planning to build schools where APS may be more proactive and not 

reactive for space

* Collaborate with APS please! Saying APS didn't reach out in time isn't an acceptable answer. You have to 

work together!

* Buck property should not be used for police, fire etc. 

* Buck property has a lot of traffic challenges already during rush hour off Quincy St. Something to 

consider.

* Consider using I-66 airspace for some overhead decks to gain acreage.

Do not have these conversations without representation from the school system. It is deeply concerning that 

given the seat crisis in APS these sites--both of which are prime candidates to help alleviate the space issues 

in schools, including as possible field space for an increased high school population at the Ed Center site--

are not being publicly considered for that use.

Think vertical and brown space rehabilitation. Consider taking back Madison Manor as a school. Partner 

with other organizations besides the Affordable Housing commission to provide places for seniors.

Once we lose green space, we cannot have it back. I appreciate that you have to put the buses somewhere, 

but these look like you prefer the convenience of bus drivers to those of us who might use this space.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

1) JFAC should consider whether these land swaps are in the county's best interests. Public land is hard to 

come by. It will get no cheaper in the future when there will be even greater needs. The county purposely 

directed its "independent" appraiser to undervalue the Edison Street site (next to Va. Hospital Center), which 

is to be swapped for the Carlin Springs site. The Edison Street site should be retained so that the existing 

ground level can be used for school or government space, either by leasing the floors above to the hospital or 

by selling the "air rights" above the county-owned ground level to help finance government/school use on 

the ground floor.

2) The proposed swap of valuable, centrally located N. Arlington land (Buck site) in exchange for a flood-

prone industrial parcel in S. Arlington (Shirlington) defies common sense. The county will be assuming the 

flood risk for this parcel and anything built on it, thus relieving Arcland of its existing risk at taxpayer 

expense.

3) If the county wants to acquire the S. Arlington Arcland property, it should consider using eminent domain 

rather than giving away valuable land in N. Arlington for the questionable purpose of adding storage units, 

thus displacing several important public uses of the Buck site.

Get environmental studies, limit growth to sustainable levels and consider the quality of life of current 

residents. Coordinate between County Board, APS, JFAC and current residents. Try to adhere to long range 

plans. Don't pretend to listen to residents when decisions have already been made.

First Guidance:  It appears foolish to pay top a large price of land and then swap a significant piece of it with 

Arcland.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?
This presentation is far too vague, seriously lacking any details, ignoring so many proposals made at 

community meetings, and appearing to be very heavily weighted in favor of the ARCLand swap - a very bad 

idea. Community input into this process has been a farce from the very beginning.



We need more information, so please answer the following questions and provide details to the following for 

each proposed scenario for the Buck tract:



Hours of operation?

Traffic impact on Quincy Street and surrounding neighborhood?

Lights?

Noise?

Environmental concerns (air, water, noise)?

Impact on adjoining neighborhood and quality of life for a long-established neighborhood?

What kinds of vehicles?

How many to be stored/parked at the site?

Are there proposed maintenance facilities?



ART Bus Parking – 	

APS Bus Parking – 	

Police Emergency Vehicles – will weapons stored in or attached to vehicles?	

Police Mobile Equipment – weapons stored in vehicles?	

Police Impound Lot – environmental remedies for oil and hazardous materials?	

Fire Reserve Vehicles – define with details	

Fire Logistics – define with details	

Office of Emergency Management Operations / APS Swing Space – define with details; OEM/Police 

maneuver site?

DES Materials Storage – what kinds of materials – be specific	

Construction Material Staging – what kinds of materials – be specific	

Area for Future DES Needs – what potential “future needs”?	



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Acquire land that is appropriate for Arlington County needs, instead of trying to jam inappropriate uses into 

plots of land that become available.  Reconsider increased density that demands facilities that the County has 

no space for (and certainly hasn't planned for).  Consider acquiring property for some uses outside of the 

boundaries of Arlington County and shared facilities with D.C., Alexandria and Fairfax County.



Expand the parks instead of using them for industrial or other purposes (schools).

I am not someone who sees all property as a place to put schools, but I do think we need to be mindful of 

field space regardless of what schools look like.



I also think there needs to be more of an effort to address traffic where it is particularly bad. We keep 

writing off Kenmore because of the traffic. The traffic needs to be fixed regardless of what happens with 

Kenmore and the urgent care center.



Finally, let's look at problems (I still call them that because I'm quaint) as more than just a community or 

school problems. Why can't a community center share space with an elementary school (maybe on the 

Urgent Care site)? Plus maybe Integration Station and TCS? A kid who's having a hard time at school 

doesn't necessarily need more school to fix it -- maybe they need more recreation, or their parents need 

evening classes, or . . .

Given that the county continues to build more, I do not agree that we need more condos in Arlington, but if 

you are continuing to build as you are getting ready to do with Lee Highway, you will continue to need to 

refurbish all of the old schools, many of which are now community centers (e.g., Madison Center, the 

Wilson School, etc.) and more comprehensive schools and preferably neighborhood schools...I want my kids 

to be able to walk to school or have very short bus rides...if folks want choice, they need to work out their 

own transportation in my opinion as most people still strongly prefer neighborhood schools.  Most of the 

choice schools have high turn over and HB is seeing even higher turn over as no one wants to move to the 

Rosslyn site...HB should be moved, but perhaps to the Madison Center....the new Rosslyn Site should be 

Arlington Tech or APS or County offices, especially given that there will not be parking for the Stratford 

Special Needs Kids.  Please re-examine building more living spaces if we are not planning neighborhood 

schools and do not bus kids all over Arlington leading to more traffic congestion.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Is it not possible to lease space outside the county limits, but close (for instance, the Four Mile Run or 

Potomac Yard areas over the border into the City of Alexandria), instead of using critical and limited 

Arlington land on bus parking?

You need to look at things comprehensively and at all county land.  There is an acre of land near me that 

DES plans on turning into a long term surface parking lot.  Why are you not involved in that decision?



You need to focus less on space for back office operations and more on uses that directly impact 

Arlingtonians.  All of these back office uses can be done underground or through leasing or partnering 

operations (and can be done almost anywhere).  Things like parkland and schools cannot.



Also, you need to look at acquiring new land.

Include APS in your discussions.

More space for schools and accompanying field/rec space, whether APS asks for it or not, because parents 

do not find distance learning or shift scheduling an acceptable alternative to brick and mortar schools. Also, 

consider the optics of placing the least desirable "back-of-house" needs in areas that are less able to mobilize 

and oppose them. You can't just put it all in south Arlington because land values are "too high" in north 

Arlington. If you have an area that is zoned light industrial and not likely to be used for other needs due to 

flood or environmental concerns, such as along Four Mile Run, that's an entirely different scenario than 

placing bus parking right next to a single family neighborhood that is penned in and has issues with traffic 

now, and that backs to a nature preserve a stream that already has issues with pollution and contamination. 

I'm so sick of hearing about committees created to study FIELD LIGHTS for THREE YEARS and there is 

no conclusion because those neighbors are a bunch of NIMBY's and the county backed off. ENOUGH. Stop 

treating different parts of the county differently. If Kenmore has field lights, so does Williamsburg. Just 

because you pay more for a house doesn't mean you're more susceptible to light and noise pollution and 

those who can't afford to live in 22207 just have to deal with the countywide needs while one area remains a 

fossil of our suburban past.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

There are many school, recreation, and park needs for the county. Given the expense of this property, it's 

walkability, and it's neighboring of many single family houses, I suggest that the following uses are not 

appropriate: bus lot, impound lot, self-storage. Those uses make more sense in lower cost properties in my 

opinion. Thank you for hearing my concerns.

Population in Arlington growing at such a fast rate. there are 2000. new kindergarteners each year. We need 

schools for Elementary levels. Thinking the layering on parking under schools is a must. leaving space for 

parks and bike/walkways for recreation/leisure. Elem. school would be better at the Buck location as 

Clarendon/Ballston populations continue to skyrocket with the massive high-rise condos and apts.

Note - previous couple a + b.  and c.  were mine but using phone caused premature closing twice

tons of teardowns in the Nottingham/Tuckahoe/Discovery area.   Good idea to redevelop Lee Comminity 

Center into a county preschool as it has space and this would get the preschool out of the schools.   Also, we 

need softball fields, lots of space there for softball fields, with lights so girls can play at night.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Arlingtonians are not lacking in access to "Open/Passive Recreation Spaces."  



BUILD A COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL.  Come up with a comprehensive plan to get a REALISTIC 

estimate of the number of kids that will be in APS schools in the coming decades, and ensure that we 

acquire/allocate properties when we need them, and that our use of existing properties (including 

KENMORE MS) is optimized (by studying traffic patterns near Kenmore, working with VDOT to fast track 

changes that would improve flow during heavy volume times, and moving the Kenmore MS program to the 

Carling Springs site as soon as possible).



To provide some perspective on this, the Arlington Soccer Association alone has 9,000 kids participate in its 

activities each year.  We already have so many kids who are interested in playing baseball (starting at five 

years old) that we have two leagues, each of which has teams competing in both the Spring and Fall seasons.  

And that doesn't even delve into stats related to kids who are interested in dance, the performing arts, etc.  I 

realize that many in Arlington have fetishized "choice" or "option" schools to the point that they think these 

are our only options for providing instruction in areas outside of the "three Rs," but in most school districts 

around the country, comprehensive schools have been providing intellectually challenging environments 

where kids can participate in the arts and athletics for more decades than most of us have been alive. It's time 

to get back to those roots, and build the school we need before we run out of both space and time.

We are severely behind in the number of seats for students, so why do none of these options include a 

solution to our overcrowded classrooms?  That should be a much higher priority than where we need to park 

our buses.

This request for feedback is way too detailed. Schools needs are daunting.

Please actually follow through on your JOINT mission. You were supposed to consider schools and haven't 

considered ANY schools uses. In your five options, you have basically offered 5 similar ideas that don't 

allow us to give you feedback on different ideas such as a school vs a parking lot.



Don't kow tow yo neighborhood associations that are not thinking of the greater good.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Aside from my opposition to placement of a storage unit in the Buck space, my primary comment is:  I 

cannot fathom that JFAC does not have a single option that actually provides meaningful space to help 

address the APS seats shortage.  How is that possible?  A single "swing space" does not cut it.  



At a minimum:

- the Buck space should be considered for additional field space for the soon to be expanded W-L/Ed 

Center

- ASFS is likely to become a true neighborhood school.  We KNOW we're going to need a new elementary 

school to serve the Rosslyn corridor.  Why not use the Buck space for a new elementary school, even if it's a 

new "option" program?

- The Carlin Springs site should at least consider placement of a new elem, middle, or high school.



The Superintendent projects needing 3 new elementary schools, another middle school, and another high 

school.  It is inconceivable to me that not a single option illustrates how these valuable pieces of land could 

be used to support those needs.  



I have lost nearly all faith in the "joint" part of JFAC.  If there's another plan that addresses the school's 

needs using different properties, then please make those known so that we can evaluate these plans with that 

full set of information.

Good gosh.  See my blurps re A, B, C.  Get your heads ex-posteriorize and consider that your town is (a) 

nuts, (b) drunks, (c) tourists and (d) Feds.  You seem to pander to the nuts, drunks and, rarely, the tourists.  

Get it together.

As far as I am concerned, all of the scenarios for the Buck property are fine.  I think the Carlin Springs 

property should be used for a junior or senior high school....if we really need them...not convinced



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Buck property should not be light industrial. We need more green space in this part of the county and more 

creative thinking. 

Carlin Springs - a school on this sight would be in the center of the county and may be the best for the 

county when it comes to the growing student population

Disappear. 



This has been a fixed, crooked process from the get-go. 



Abject corruption with a smiley face

Please set aside a percentage of the property for affordable housing.

More schools

All terrible plans.  Find other locations.  The population, congestion on roads is too great already to add 

these types of facilities in these locations.  As usual the county is selfish and cares not for the hard working 

tax paying citizen.  The constant expectation that our neighborhoods be burdened with the county's pie in the 

sky planning scheme is exhausting.  Who on the county board of the JFAC lives in these neighborhoods, 

uses these roads daily and or the current facilities on the properties?

Before I can even comment on which of the above scenarios I like the most, I would need to know 

definitively where APS plans to put the 1,300 high school seats currently in its CIP, along with where it will 

put the 2,200+ seats for a 4th comprehensive high school.  JFAC asking the public to make location 

decisions on swing space and recreation space that potentially complement those school siting decisions 

BEFORE knowing where the schools will be sited is quite frankly ridiculous!  In addition, why were none of 

these sites considered for *actual schools*?  Does APS already know where they plan to site the new schools 

(elsewhere)? If so, the public would like to know!  We're negotiating for all this new land, but none of the 

proposals include new sites for new school construction - why is that?  I thought finding land for new 

schools was a major objective of the JFAC.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

- Plan in advance for student growth. Do better at anticipating needs (W-L was just built, and already we're 

out of HS seats???). 

- Preserve and renovate old buildings - don't tear down old buildings and then always build new buildings. 

- Don't put no

1) JFAC should consider whether these land swaps are in the county's best interests. Public land is hard  to 

come by. It will get no cheaper in the future when there will be even greater needs. The county purposely 

directed the "independent" appraisers to undervalue the Edison Street site next to Va. Hospital Center. The 

Edison site could be retained so that the existing ground level could be used for school or government space 

with either a lease arrangement for floors above to the hospital or with the sale of "air rights" above ground 

level to help finance government/school use on the ground floor.

2) The proposed swap of valuable, centrally located land in N. Arlington in exchange for flood-prone 

industrial land in S. Arlington defies common sense. The county will be assuming the flood risk for this 

parcel and relieving Arcland of this risk at taxpayer expense.

3) If the county wants to acquire the S. Arlington Arcland property is should consider eminent domain rather 

than giving away valuable land in N. Arlington for the questionable purpose of adding storage units and 

displacing several important public uses of the site.

JFAC is ignoring pressing school needs. NONE of these scenarios do anything to solve the pressing needs of 

the school system. APS desperately needs space for permanent school buildings. JFAC needs to go back to 

the drawing table and this time think about school needs which is supposed to be part of JFAC's mission. I 

had a lot of hope in JFAC but now I am very disappointed that JFAC is ignoring school needs.

why bother?  You're not going to pay attention to it.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Any plans that do not assume structured co-location of facilities with covered parking as the default option 

should be rejected out of hand. The onus must be on staff to justify any departure from the assumption that 

space is at too much of a premium for open-air parking, either of cars or of operations equipment. And 

advisory commissions should require affirmative justification for any proposed departures, with a heavy 

presumption against open-air, non-structured, non-colocated uses.

Please save our neighborhood as a green space.  The traffic on Carlin Springs Road is increasingly bad year 

by year as it is.  We need to preserve the Glencarlyn neighborhood.

My main concern is that we are reacting to immediate needs and not looking at the long term.  The last time 

Arlington County focused on immediate needs it sold valuable school property because the population 

projections during the late 1970s and early 1980s indicated that our school population would continue to 

decline.  Boy, were they wrong!  This resulted in the county selling some very valuable property and we are 

paying the price today.  Let's not make the same mistake this time around.  We need to get some good and 

reliable population and demographic projections before we embark on wholesale purchase/swap decisions 

which we must live with for decades to come.  Certainly Arlington County can find the resources to assist us 

in this endeavor.



So we should move slowly and deliberately in regard to the Buck property and the S. Carlin Springs 

property.

The County needs indoor and outdoor sports facilities.  Our kids not only need a seat at school, but they also 

need opportunities to play.  The County needs to help DPR keep up with the active sports recreational 

programming for our growing youth population by providing facilities and services.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Please use some portion of these lands to address overcrowding in APS. There may  not be many (or any) 

opportunities to purchase large lots of land after these two acquisitions and the county MUST respond to the 

surge of students projected to enter into the county.

Please plan any flexible green spaces to reinforce existing green spaces, such as linking up Hayes park trails 

and W&amp;O trail with Buck property trails; and linking up any Carlin Spring trails with the Glen Carlyn 

and W&amp;O trail system. This increases commuting options, exercise options and makes the county more 

appealing in the long run.

Please build up. Stack fields on top of parking. Help the county maximize the purchase and development of 

these acres by using vertical space to the most effect.

All of these options are bad-- how come school use is not being considered?

Arlington must have space for new schools-including a 4th comprehensive high school. Option C is the only 

option that allows for future growth. I'm tired of arlington's lack of planning for schools.

Please include affordable housing into the design and implementation.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

This process focused only on near term issues and not long term issues. In many cases, especially for the 

Buck site, the choices will make future uses much hard or impossible. The process so far has zero relation to 

long range planning and there is no space to comment on the overall process I am going to do so here. 



The JFAC and County staff seems to have had a desired outcome in mind when the process began and that 

this whole process was just for show. The County could have saved a lot of time and money and skipped this 

facade of  community engagement.



The criteria for for filling and evaluating the two properties does not seem like it was the same for both 

subcommittees. For Buck the charge seemed to be to see how many uses could fit in the space with no 

consideration to the existing GLUP, methods of ingress/egress, or the surrounding neighborhood. For the 

Carlin Springs subcommittee the charge seemed to be to see how few uses could fit in the space and how 

they could maximize the passive, recreation, and open space.



You can also see the different treatments in the presentation on the characteristics page for the two sites (pg 

14 for Carlin Spring and pg 21 for Buck).

Carlin Springs "One ingress-egress from Carlin Springs Road" and "Portion of site within a Resource 

Protection Area"

Buck property "Ingress-egress and emergency vehicle access easement to rear parcel" with no second 

mention of the restrictive covenant.

The Buck site also only has one ingress-egress, but you wouldn't know that from the presentation. The 

presentation also does not describe the streets that provide the access. Quincy Rd (Buck) is a two lane road 

while Carlin Spring is a four lane road.



The County has repeatedly referenced that the Buck site has been used for light industrial purposes for 

decades. I think most people would be surprise that Dynamics gum, Jumping Joeys, and the martial arts 

studio are considered light industrial uses.

Storing vehicles on the Buck property is shortsighted.  This is extremely valuable land located between two 

schools and a park.  The opportunity to make this recreational/field space for both APS and the County - and 

to create such a large parcel of school/recreational space from Arlington Science Focus School through W-L,  

is unprecedented.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Try to maximize the green area by pulling buildings and parking lots to the edges.   Broken up bits of park 

are not useful for game playing or playgrounds.  Also,  consider underground parking and making the above-

ground space a park.

(i) reconsideration is needed for using eminent domain, even though problematic; the County needs to look 

to purchase/lease long term land outside the County along route 50 and/or Columbia Pike, etc. but in close 

proximity to the County to locate APS and ART bus storage facilities possibly in a joint venture with Fairfax 

County, e.g. underground bus parking with recreational and/or administrative facilities on top if technically 

feasible, as proposed in one of the Carlin Springs scenarios above; and the County needs similarly to 

purchase/lease long term commercial office space within the County for administrative functions that are 

being considered for the Buck and Carlin Springs properties, .e.g office of emergency management, as well 

as for school use, including APS swing space 

Unless the County dramatically changes its approach, we will continue to try to place too many County 

functions in too limited space and/or start repurposing County parks, both of which approaches will generate 

serious community conflict.

•	It's become very apparent that the County is growing beyond its means.  How about taking a moment to 

consider slowing the growth?!  This is certainly within its control - perhaps via a moratorium or a limit on 

new developments.  



•	The County should strongly consider looking outside of the county for space.	



•	What about all of the vacant commercial space?  Why can’t certain needs be placed there?

1. Reclaim the Buck site with residential uses, eg, multipurpose community centers. We have inadequate 

options across age groups now, and a growing population. 



2. Traffic Studies must not be conducted in isolation. There are too many things happening within a 5 block 

radius and the County is obligated to consider these scenarios together. Else, they may be attempting a 

mitigation strategy for Buck, only to exacerbate a YMCA issue and/or cause issues for the both W-L and 

ASFS Schools.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Any plans for property on Carlin Springs Road in South Arlington needs to take into account the 1) current 

volume of traffic (note when traffic counts were published – the amount of traffic between Glen Carlyn Rd 

turn onto Carlin Springs to Route 50 northbound was quite similar to the amount of traffic traveling on 50 

eastbound , 2) the neighborhoods that have no other access out of their neighborhood other than Carlin 

Springs Road, 3) there are 5 schools (2 are in Fairfax county) plus a Nursing Home/Rehab facility in that 

immediate area between 50 and Columbia Pike, 3) current school bus activity, pedestrians, commuter bus 

traffic and cyclists 4) inability for emergency vehicles to get through during peak traffic hours (many times 

southbound traffic from North of 50 on Carlin Springs road backs up beyond Arlington Forest Pool property 

5) increased coverage of land in an area with a high water table (there is a reason that they call it Carlin 

Springs!).  Please consider the safety of the students, residents and many visitors to and through the area as 

well as the quality of life of the local residents.

APS cannot adequately address school capacity needs with the existing land parcels allotted to it. The 

County must step up and provide land for new schools. Many school properties were transferred to the 

county when enrollment declined in the 1970s. It's time for the County to give land back for schools. The 

County has been irresponsible in approving so much development without adequately planning for 

supporting infrastructure. That is why we're faced with so many desperate needs. Please do not allow the 

County to doom a generation of students to a sub-par school experience because of their poor planning. 

Please provide solutions that address the needs of our students.

As noted above, consider more joint uses on sites, more creative solutions, and be aware of the broader 

needs of the community, not only the needs of the County government and APS.

As someone that has worked in the Architecture/Construction industry since college I have 35 years of 

insight into building design &amp; construction - along with expertise in lighting &amp; lighting control.

ASFS needs for additional space are great; especially with the new school boundries and extra students that 

will be assigned. I strongly recommend that space be provided right next to Hayes park.



I would recommend that the country look to provide vehicle storage at any location at 3 levels. 1 partially 

below grade and a 2nd level with the foundation built to add a 3rd level when necessary.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

ASPS must be able to use the Buck site for the expansion of students that will occur when the new Options 

and Transfer Policy takes effect for the 2018-19 school year. ASFS must be granted permission to use the 

TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom 

space while the other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose space.  

You must consider this proposal so ASFS can explore these scenarios more deeply.

Consider multiple use. Look atcosr of land when lookong at decking and other options.  Also look at 

advantage of making some less attractive items like parking a bit less visible

Do a long range plan first, then work backwards in time connect future vision to today.  The process 

undertaken so far is the opposite of strategic planning.

Must incorporate APS needs.  Is this the JFAC or just another isolated county commission?

Decking over Rte 50 and I-66 needs to be considered now, early in the process

Who is the one validating the space needs, they seem overly large?  It seems the county is doing just fine 

now with the land it has.  What was the plan for space before these two properties became available?



I do not live near these sites (I live by Gulf Branch Nature Center), but I am appalled by these proposals.  If 

these are actual serious proposals every Arlingtonian should be concerned about what the county will do to 

their neighborhoods next and the quality and motives of people making decisions in the county today.

Do all of this in conjunction with School needs. That is a major growth area yet this discussion is going on 

separate from the discussions around where to put new schools and house new kids.

Does not address the expansion and flexibility needs of Arlington Science Focus Elementary school which 

requires additional space to cope with growing enrollment and the effects of the new enrollment and 

transfers policy.

Due to the recent changes made by the school board, Arlington Science Focus Elementary school (ASFS) 

will be at least 20% over capacity. ASFS needs to use the Buck site.  Specifically, we are interested in using 

the TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom 

space while the other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose 

space.

Thank you.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Fire and Emergency personnel support would be beneficial to the area. The buildings on 6th Road 

continuously have 911 responses. This would decrease response time. 



Use of space for DES would be okay if it was moved towards the back of the lot. Scenario E would be 

beneficial for the residences on 5th RD South (Play area and a buffer to the county's needs). Scenario A had 

access via 5th Road as well and can you add access via Glencarlyn Park? 



Instead of ART bus parking, the are could have Fire and Emergency in the West-South West quadrant and 

DES on the East Quadrant.

First of all, thank you for all of the time and effort the JFAC has put into this planning effort.  As you 

continue planning for Arlington in the future, please continue to focus on making Arlington green and 

educated.  Make it easy for people to walk, bike, and take mass transportation.  Make it easy for students to 

walk to their elementary, middle, and high schools (thereby limiting the need for some buses).  Make school 

facilities small, so students are not lost in overly big schools and classrooms.

get ahead of the curve in terms of planning for the needs of ES, MS and HS spaces.  we cannot be reactive 

when dealing with our children's education.  we know that the schools will continue to get more crowded so 

start planning NOW.

Given the lack of middle school space and the redesignation of ASFS as community school, it seems very 

odd and in poor planning that the Buck site options do not include space for elementary, middle or high 

school expansion. Where does the county plan on expanding ASFS to take in the new flux of students? 

Given the shortage of high school space, this would also be an ideal overflow site for Washington Lee.



Given future planning decisions (longer term), new development of homes, condos and the such should 

require and enforce capacity students for the APS. Then requiring builders to provide said educational 

services to the community in the form of new buildings and parks for the children.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Glencarlyn Park is a beloved park for our South Arlington community. Please take care of it and ensure that 

the proposed uses do the least environmental impact to the park, its wildlife and its neighboring 

communities. Everyday I walk the park and see many different groups enjoying this beautiful green oasis. I 

have seen  school children from Campbell Elementary practicing math concepts by finding sticks of various 

measurements. I often run into a group of seniors walking in the park in the morning. I see toddlers and their 

parents throwing pebbles on the stream or learning about nature at Long Branch; many people who enjoy 

walking, running and biking the trails; birdwatchers; so many people who celebrate birthdays and do 

barbecues on the park on the weekends, dog lovers who come to the dog park. It truly is a well loved park 

and provides so much joy and recreation to so many.  Please, please, ensure that it remains this way for 

future generations.  I propose the recreational passive area be added to the park. It is a popular destination 

for sledding in the winter. it is also used by wildlife (foxes).

Greetings,



I'm the parent of two ASFS students. I really believe our school, ASFS, needs to use the Buck site, because 

of the new Options and Transfer Policy that will take effect for the 2018-19 school year.



Right now, many students need to study in trailers, which is far from ideal. It not only affects the quality of 

studying, but also reduces the space for outdoor activities. If the situation does not improve, it will only get 

worse in the future.



Specifically, ASFS could benefit from using the TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side 

of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom space while the other building (the gymnastics center) could be 

converted to gymnasium/multipurpose space.  We really need the JFAC's consideration in order to explore 

this possibility more deeply.  



Thank you.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Having spent more than 20 years leading strategic planning efforts for both businesses and nonprofits, I have 

been surprised and disappointed by this process. I don’t blame JFAC, as I realize the committee was given 

goals, timelines and constraints from the county board. The county, however, needs to look at the following 

issues. JFAC can be a part of pushing for these changes based on its experience on Buck and Carlin 

Springs.



Data-based process. The committee has not been given sufficient data on traffic issues for either site. What 

are the flows on Quincy St.? On Carlin Springs? When and where do problems or back-ups occur? What 

impact might the addition of different services, such as parking have on traffic flow, noise, lighting, air 

quality, etc.? The strategic planning I have done has been based on a foundation of information for fact-

based decision-making. JFAC has not had this advantage, meaning some of what otherwise look like good 

decisions could be blind to the true implementation impact.



Better incorporation of neighborhood impacts. The only criterion for the scenarios on neighborhood impact 

was adherence with GLUP. For Buck, every scenario is inconsistent with GLUP. That should have raised a 

red flag to pay more attention to neighborhood impacts. Instead, that sole indicator does nothing to 

differentiate among scenarios, effectively eliminating neighborhood impacts as a decision factors.



Coordination. The lack of collaboration among JFAC, the school board and the efforts at the Y are 

disheartening at best. The combined impacts of these three projects on the neighborhood and Arlington has a 

whole are significant. What will happen to safety and traffic, not just on Quincy St., but also Washington 

Blvd. and Kirkwood? If intense development brings in even more children, how will we have school space 

for them given we’re already struggling to keep up? Won’t we need more busses and how does that impact 

the places proposed for parking them, assuming there’s even space for more?	



Again, I know this was not under JFAC’s control. But I am disillusioned that on decisions of such 

magnitude, the county has employed a clearly sub-optimal process.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

How about doing some actual long term planning in the first place and think beyond Buck and Carlin 

Springs NOW? The JFAC process and timetable are beyond disappointing.  I could not be more 

disappointed with what has been done and the time wasted by so many thoughtful volunteers who could 

have used their time more fruitfully with a better arrangement from the start.  The Board is responsible 

ultimately for setting out this bad arrangement and not being engaged in the process (much).   The Board and 

staff seem to be using the JFAC process as a shield.



This bad situation is here now because there was no long term planning earlier and the county staff and 

Board have not been paying attention to purchasing of properties over the years.  I have the sense that the 

County needs to employ much better negotiators to work out reasonable deals with commercial property 

owners.  Also, where is APS in any of the scenarios?  Why are these properties not being more considered 

for school uses?

I do not think that this plan takes enough of APS's needs into account.  JFAC's mission was to assess needs 

of the county and school board.   There is only one mention for future APS facilities in the 5 scenarios.  This 

is inexcusable since APS has already given the county control of many properties over the last 25 years ( i.e. 

Arlington Arts Center, Fairlington Community Center, Langston-Brown, Lumber Run, Madison Center, Lee 

Center).   Our school system is maxed out and this plan does not address the real needs of APS.



Please consider the land from the VHC proposed swap (Lee Hwy/George Mason sites) for flex needs.  Some 

of the mentioned programs, such as EM needs, can fit into vacant office buildings or smaller lots in the 

county, not large land spaces.  Also, bus parking and impound lots should be considered in bordering 

counties, such as Alexandria or Fairfax counties.    



Lastly, please do not endorse the lease back options with the storage facility.  The county should not loose 

flexibility when it is facing rapid growth and limited lands available.

I don't be understand how these options seem to be minor variations on a theme, that appear to all serve the 

same purpose in slightly different configurations, rather than actual different options for use. I thought that 

these properties were being considered to help manage the long term school capacity issues over the next 

ten+ years. How were those potential uses so quickly dropped, before public commenting was opened?



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

I feel betrayed and enraged that there was not a serious acknowledgment of the need for classroom and field 

space for APS students. The JFAC needs to deeply reconsider their priorities for the joint use of land my 

taxpayer dolllars support, to reflect a more balanced approach, reflecting the needs of APS as well as other 

county needs.

I hope to see better use of the Buck property for communal space for the surround community and the 

school. Parking lots seem like such a disappointment in such a populated, walkable area.

I humbly request that the BUCK property is set aside for Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS) to enable 

handling the influx of new students that will occur when the new Options and Transfer Policy takes effect 

for the 2018-19 school year.  Specifically, ASFS is interested in using the TWO buildings on this site closest 

to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom space while the other building (the 

gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose space.  



ASFS is currently operating at 120% capacity and with the expected influx of students post the new Options 

and Transfer Policy that will take effect for the 2018-19 school year, we are expected to grow exponentially 

over capacity.  Although additional students will be enrolling into ASFS, Arlington Public Schools (APS) 

has not fully addressed how to adequately address the additional students from a facilities perspective . The 

two building on the BUCK property would be a wonderful opportunity to enable ASFS to continue to serve 

its community and students, and provide the means to grow with the ever growing student body given the 

current and projected Rosslyn/Courthouse growth and new buildings.  Thank you for your consideration.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

I lived in Arlington County for 33 years and raised my two daughters there.  They attended the Arlington 

Public School system and I could not have been more pleased.  My oldest graduated from James Madison 

39th in her class of almost 3900, and now holds a Masters of Science in International Marketing from the 

University of Exeter, England.  My youngest graduated from UVA as a Classics Major with honors, and is a 

Latin Teacher at Episcopal High School in Alexandria.  She still lives in Arlington, as well as do my closest 

friends.  Even though I have recently transitioned to a retirement situation, Arlington still feels like home 

base, especially since my daughter is still residing there.  Unfortunately the next 20-30 years of guidance are 

not in the picture for me.  Hence after attending the PTA meeting last night, my surrogate granddaughter 

attends ASFS, I learned of this forum and the urgency to respond by today.  I urge you to look at a bigger 

picture for Arlington in the future as the premier county to live in next to our Nation's Capital and to 

continue to build one of the most respected educational systems in the country.  Thank you for your 

consideration.  Paula Junker

I understand that the county needs land for things other than schools, but with the school system in such dire 

need of land, to propose five scenarios NOT ONE of which includes school options is so absurd it looks like 

bad faith. Please add options that include uses for schools.

I understand that there are a variety of needs that the county has, but PLEASE consider a new option of 

using the space for an expansion of Arlington Science Focus School.  ASFS is facing significant 

overcrowding in the coming years, and expanding the school onto this property is the best and most logical 

option.  Thank you for your consideration.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

I went to several of the JFAC meetings and followed the process online.  I am speechless at the lack of 

consideration of the needs of APS in ANY of these scenarios.  I have a rising 4th grader and rising 

kindergartener.  They deserve the education that we moved to Arlington for.  Given the lack of planning by 

both the school board and the county board I was excited about the creation of the JFAC.  I felt this was a 

proactive opportunity to be forward thinking.  When I went to the feedback session, the ENTIRE discussion 

about the need to solve the oncoming crush we are facing of new students to APS.  



My kids are lucky to be going to Discovery Elementary.  However their prospects for middle and especially 

high school experiences are greatly in peril.   As an engaged citizen I do not understand how JFAC could 

have completely overlooked the needs of our students/ my children and stated that APS had not requested 

any land.  I know this to be a false statement given my contact with members of the school board.



I hope that JFAC will actually listen to the county as this process moves forward.  We will all see through 

any process that is nothing more then a county land grab.  There are many priorities in our county but our 

county has no future without its children.



I strongly urge you to reconsider all of these scenarios and come up with an option that benefits the very 

population that cannot advocate for themselves... our kids.

I would like to know why, with the huge shortage of seats for APS (only to get worse), none of the options 

include facilities for APS.  And parking for buses does not count.  Where are the seats for APS, maybe even 

a field across from W-L?  

Am extremely disappointed and frustrated in how short sighted the SB and the CB have been and continue to 

be.

I'm shocked to see prime real estate such as the Buck lot being used for vehicle storage of any kind. We are 

in the midst of a deficit of seats for the county schools. This lot, which is in between a soon to be 

overcrowded high school (W&amp;L) and an already overcrowded elementary school (ASFS), should be 

used to create new school space for either or both of these schools. It is in proximity to both.  Please, please 

reconsider repurposing this lot for education and moving vehicle storage to another less desirable location.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

is it possible to use the Buck property along with Hayes Park to rebuild a larger ASFS School then move 

Hayes Park to the current site of ASFS.  It seems to make sense as the elementary school could make easier 

use of the Planetarium and High School facilities as well since they would be right across the street.  ASFS 

already has trailers and will be even more crowded in 2018.  You could have a whole new school with 

upgraded facilities built that could accommodate the incoming students and once again establish ASFS as a 

leader in STEM education.  Just seems to make some sense to me.  You can keep the old school while 

building the new one and then open the park across the street fairly soon after by plowing the old school.

It is a shame that currently the county cannot accommodate the needs of all its students. The schools are 

overcrowded and instead of providing more and better resources for children you are proposing parking lots 

and storage facilities instead of developing school adjacent areas to cater to children's' needs. ASFS will 

need to absorb many more students in 2018 but where will all these students go? The school is currently at 

full capacity. Please develop the property to the benefit of community and not for the purposes of 

profiteering. We kindly urge you to please use your souls when making the final decision. The school really 

needs this space and your support. Many thanks!

It is of critical importance that Arlington County Schools, including ASFS, have sufficient space to house 

their students.  This should go without saying.  It is untenable for the School Board to pass measures that 

would increase the population of ASFS (which I understand is the likely result of the new Enrollment and 

Transfer Policy), without making adequate plans to handle that influx of students.  Therefore, the population 

of APS students at each of its schools needs to be among the highest priorities for any JFAC facilities 

planning.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

It is very disappointing that the Buck property has not been considered to be given in its entirety to fulfill 

APS's needs.   It is strategically located in the middle of the county , surrounded by housing and schools.   

This is NOT a good location for all the purposes you are considering it for above.  Yes, the property is 

expensive.  Yes, it will take a lot of money to relocate the utilities.  Yes, it will need to have environmental 

cleanup.  However, sooner or later this will all have to be done for this property anyway, so the county may 

as well do this now and relieve this property of all these encumbrances once and forever.   The Buck 

property is desperately needed for the expansion of both ASFS and of Washington Lee.  It can be used for 

fields, a theater that all of the county schools can use, a large swimming pool to be shared by the schools, 

etc.....   Arlington children need to be first priority.   The county for the longest times has been encouraging 

and promoting accelerated growth in the county and in particular the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor.  The School 

Board voted last week to deprive this area of one of its neighborhood schools and has plans to control the 

consequential overcrowding at ASFS with rezoning.  This means that some children in the Rosslyn-Ballston 

corridor have had not one, but both of their neighborhood schools taken away from them.  In the mean time 

the County Board continues to approve mass development in the corridor whether it be private development 

or county supported affordable housing.   This all generates families with children who need schools and 

each building that comes up generates numerous students.  Serious thought now needs to be given to this 

pressing need for schools and school facilities.  This growth needs to be supported and this is one of the last 

centrally located properties where these needs can be met.  It is time the County seriously looks at the 

opportunities the Buck property has to solve this school problem.     The other needs of the county can be 

met by smaller properties throughout the county.  None of the needs listed above in any of the scenarios a) 

needs to be  centrally located, b) is dependent on being near the other need, or  c)needs to be in the middle of 

a residential neighborhood (in fact, they are NOT suitable for being so close to homes and schools).  I urge 

you to reconsider and take seriously your responsibilities towards our younger generation, who after all will 

be the future of this county.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Just because someone *can afford* to build a garage on their property doesn't mean that's the best place to 

park their car.



$30M for facility storage is out of hand. For perspective, the price that will be paid for the properties, could 

instead purchase 500-1000 acres (!) in the country, take on the additional cost of having staff drive back-and-

forth, give income to other counties in the state *that could use it*, and easily come out ahead. 



Because of that, it's best to purchase space that is served as public/residential but consider other avenues for 

facilities.

Let me first note that this "Scenario Feedback Form" is almost indecipherable to someone not versed on the 

details of county planning.  This is typical of "the Arlington Way":  Seek input from the community but do it 

in such a way that only activists can participate.  This is an ongoing disappointment. That said,  I will cut to 

the bottom line and repost this in the "Challenges" section of each of the scenarios.  



Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS) is facing significant overcrowding, which will only get worse after 

the latest school board vote passing a new Enrollment and Transfer Policy.  It is of critical importance that 

ASFS have sufficient space to house its students.  It is already unacceptable that so many students in 

Arlington (and at ASFS, specifically) attend classes in trailers.  Insufficient classroom space and 

overcrowding impacts the desirability of Arlington as a place for families to live, and risks diminishing 

property values and county revenue over time.  None of the scenarios proposed provide sufficient space for 

ASFS to expand to handle the influx of new students that will occur when the new Options and Transfer 

Policy takes effect for the 2018-2019 school year.  JFAC needs to consider using the TWO buildings on this 

site closest to Hayes Park (east of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom space while the other (the 

gymnastics center) could be converted to a gymnasium / multipurpose space.  



It should not be lost on you that the ASFS community is both vocal and sophisticated.  Local politicians who 

ignore its demands do so at their peril.  Do not test us on this point.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Need a neighborhood elementary school in East part of county.  Heard there is a school being considered 

which will cost $60 million - $30 for school, $15 to relocate utilities and $15 for environmental clean up of 

land.  For APS, with anticipated growth in next 10+ years and takes five years to plan/build a school, APS 

needs to think of other options for schools as land is minimum.  For example, can a school have a green roof 

as a play ground?  There is lots of vacant office space in Arlington, can this space be repurposed into 

schools?

Park busses in Falls Church.

Plan in coordination with the school district

Please consider Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS) needs for use of the Buck site.  Specifically, ASFS 

is interested in using the TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One 

could hold classroom space while the other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to 

gymnasium/multipurpose space.  The ideas are not fully developed but we please consider ASFS's use of 

some of this property and explore options more deeply.  ASFS is such a wonderful school and with the 

recent transfers and options changes made to APS, ASFS can suffer from over-crowding.  The only way that 

ASFS can successfully expand is by making use of this site.

Please consider how the lives of the residents in the surrounding areas would be affected as to quality of life 

(noise, pollution, traffic, parking).  Does it make sense to be causing so much disruption to the QPN area , 

i.e., all that will be involved in developing 3 different areas?  No.

Please consider the needs of Arlington Science Focus School for the Buck Property - it would greatly benefit 

ASFS to have the ability to expand the school as we add more kids from Key over the coming years.  Thank 

you!

Please do consider student population growth. Most schools have temporary classrooms (trailers), which 

have decreased the supply of available activities for students -for example, trailers need to be located on top 

of tennis fields, etc. Also, most schools are above 100% capacity. Please take urgent actions to correct any 

planning mistakes of the past. I am concerned that given the changes in enrollment (eg the Key lottery and 

the school capacity), none of the options being shown here try to tackle the consequences of these changes.

Thank you!



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Please identify sites for all of the new schools that APS will have to build to meet projected enrollment. The 

presentation appears to assume we will need only one new elementary school, no new middle schools, and 

no new comprehensive high school.

Please make Arlington Public Schools a priority!  The county has been far to slow to recognize the growth in 

school age children into our county, especially in the more urban North Arlington corridor (between Rosslyn 

and Ballston and around Washington-Lee).  There is no reason this trend will not continue, as families 

prioritize proximity to work, walkable communities, and Arlington continues to offer these features. Please 

focus on facilitating and promoting walkable communities.  Thank you.

Please please please please please reconsider the use of this building to ONLY be an option for Arlington 

Public Schools. Specifically, to expand Arlington Science Focus School. We are the third most over-

crowded school in all of Arlington County (the first two have solutions, ASFS does not). To complicate 

matters, Arlington Public Schools Staff and School Board have just decided to take Key out of the equation 

as a neighborhood school and make it lottery-only. This leaves ONLY Arlington Science Focus School to 

absorb the neighborhood kids that will not longer be able to attend Key PLUS the ever-increasing number of 

kids moving into the Rosslyn Corridor. Please convert the Buck Property into a school-ish type building that 

will house grades 3-5 of ASFS. The current site of ASFS could then house K-2. This would allow us the 

building space to house the number of kids that APS is sending to ASFS. ASFS is one of, if not the, smallest 

elementary school footprint in Arlington County, we simply cannot take in any more students without a 

solution. Many families are leaving APS for private schools or alternative school options due to the 

overcrowding. Thank you for your consideration in addressing the crowding of our schools and the quality 

of education for our children.

Please save our neighborhood as a green space.  The traffic on Carlin Springs Road is increasingly bad year 

by year as it is.  We need to preserve the Glencarlyn neighborhood.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

PLEASE think about the needs for the schools first and foremost whenever there is a parcel of land large 

enough to accommodate a school. For things like bus parking lots (whether for APS or ART), examine 

decking over part of 66, like was done for the parking lot at the Ed Center, rather than using large sites that 

could accommodate a new school. The schools are part of the county (and are a HUGE part of why the 

county has the residential tax base that it currently has), and the county needs to stop its animosity towards, 

separation from, and general ignoring the critical land needs of APS. The county has some urgent needs, but 

things like the emergency management operations center could be housed in a more "normal" and smaller-

sized office type setting, of which there are many more opportunities/sites to choose from in Arlington than 

there are sites that could accommodate a school. JFAC should consider likehood of acquiring other, smaller 

sites to fill those urgent county needs, and not break up larger sites into several smaller uses.

PLEASE use the Buck property to expand ASFS. Come walk through the school. See how wonderful the 

program is but how much the school is hurting because of being over crowded. A science based school is 

one that many desire, but with the overcapacity issue the school cannot take any transfers. We cannot even 

accommodate a walk zone as we are at 121% capacity.  This means that people that live across the street, 

literally look out their window cannot attend science focus. Allowing us to make use of this property would 

allow us to expand access, create a stronger neighborhood, help the environment by not needing to bus kids 

to Taylor and provide a great education to students because they are not in an overcrowded building. Schools 

do so much to strengthen the community where parking lots and storage do not. Schools invest in our 

children's future, which is investing in our future. The capacity crisis in schools is a huge problem because 

of the growing population not accounted for. But here you have the ability to solve a huge problem. You 

have the ability to provide these children with the education they need and deserve. Please, I urge you, use 

the building for ASFS.

Please, please plan for building needs for schools.  The district has said we will need a full high school, at 

least one more middle school and several elementary schools if current population trends (and county 

approval of added housing density) continue.  APS may not be ready to use site right now so temporary use 

for another purpose like parking is reasonable but heavy investment in things like underground garages 

seems like a poor use of resources.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?
Ridiculous waste of $30 million for a parking lot plus the expense of bringing the property up to specs.



Where is the citizen suggestion for decking over I-66 for parkland? The Carlin site got decking for playing 

fields, yet no mention anywhere in these presentations?



What about - 

Noise? Oh, the county exempts itself from noise ordinances, as of 2014. Was that exemption put in place in 

preparation for this project?

Lights?

Building heights?

Water pollution from vehicle fluids runoff?

Air pollution from idling buses and other equipment?

Are there repair facilities part of these plans?

Traffic? The neighborhood already bears excessive traffic of buses to and from Washington-Lee, Science 

Focus, cut-through traffic between Quincy, Washington Blvd and Kirkwood. The neighborhood has begged 

for traffic calming for decades and the county has done absolutely NOTHNG!

Impact on the quality of life in a longstanding residential neighborhood? 

What does the neighborhood get out of this? 

Why isn't an elementary school on the table? The neighborhood already doesn't have access to a 

neighborhood elementary school

What preparations are being made to abate and control rodent spread into the residential neighborhood when 

existing structures are demolished or renovated?

Among the equipment, vehicles and supplies proposed for storage, what particular items are planned for 

storage on the site?

Is the salt storage facility one of the potential items?

Assurances and guarantees from the county that what you say is going to happen on the site and what will be 

stored there? Is the county's word any good or can it all change by whimsy?

Has the county performed any studies on any of the above topics?

Has the county performed a census on bus use in the county for both ART and school buses? ART buses are 

Schools are overcrowded. Build more garages to park county vehicles. Our kids need adequate school 

facilities to learn in. The lost property taxes through declining home values and people moving elsewhere 

due to overcrowded schools could surely go a long way instead to paying for vehicle garages. Please fund 

school construction.



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Schools, Schools, Schools.  This Committee is supposed to represent the needs of both the schools and the 

county, yet nothing here addresses the school capacity crisis which only gets worse as the county board 

approves more and more housing.  We need to get ahead of the problem and aggressively address it, not 

build parking lots.

So upset to see what JFAC has come up with. The county is in a school crisis and needs to allocate land for 

the schools. Property at the center of the county should be utilized for the general public and not for offices 

or parking.

Strategic planning 101  - work backwards from your desired future state.  APS MUST be involved and 

advocate for our schools needs.  Where is the plan for decking over I-66 in any of these scenarios?

The fact that none of these scenarios addresses the capacity issues for our schools is simply appalling. This 

highly valuable property, could be used to host a variety of swing educational spaces for smaller APS 

programs, badly needed auditorium and/or athletic spaces, or serve as overflow space  for close by 

W&amp;L, ASFS, or even the Stratford facility. Turning this prime piece of real estate into a giant parking 

lot is symbolic of the short sighted approach that got the county into the current overcrowding mess. I urge 

you to think creatively and long term about the needs of our students and the county and reject all the 

options proposed.

The lack of fields and school buildings (not trailers) is incomprehensible to me.  If we can fit five uses on 

one lot, we can also fit five uses on fire smaller lots.  Schools require large lots.  Fields are admittedly space 

hogs!  At least put recreational facilities on the roof over parking or vice versa.  What about a nice pool at 

Carlin Springs to be used by all the schools in that part of the county?  Especially the new middle school we 

should build there to make way for the 4th comprehensive at Kenmore.  Where is the coordination?  Where 

is the common sense about making two parcels fill 7 needs, but not the one that actually requires the largest 

lot?

There need to be fields at the Buck property!  APS has indicated that it is likely to put additional "seats" for 

students across the street and they need all the space they can get!



What guidance can you provide to the Joint Facilities Advisory Committee (JFAC) as they consider 

facilities planning over the next 20-30 years (beyond the Buck and Carlin Springs properties)?

Why are none of these sites being considered for at least partial APS use - classroom space or field space. 

Particularly with Ed Center having 600-700 more seats and/or a new high school at Kenmore in the future 

and the need to relocate the middle school elsewhere. Buck could accommodate field space and overflow 

classrooms, cafeteria, gym space. Carlin Spribgs could accommodate a new middle school. Please don't 

sacrifice our students for self-storage and bus parking. APS has critical needs that cannot be met with its 

own land and cooperation with the county is essential for the future of our public education system in this 

county.

Why are there NO school sites?

Why is there a member on the JFAC who wrote the Glencarlyn NCP, but according to the County Manager 

those who live in Ballston-Virginia Square and Cherrydale neighborhoods were specifically excluded from 

being members of the JFAC?

http://glencarlyn.org/N_Con_plan/Glencarlyn_NCP_Final_Nov_2011_edits_2012_02_14.pdf



Need to deck over I-66.  From a cost perspective it is cost neutral to buying more land.



Eminent domain should be used to obtain the Arcland property in Shirlington



If the county is going to bully their way into neighborhoods they must adhere to same noise standards as any 

member of the community.


