
 

 

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
December 17, 2018 

 

Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  PRC Comments on FY20 Budget 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) has reviewed your guidance to the County Manager 

for the FY 2020 Budget.  We have also received a November briefing from DPR Director Jane  

Rudolph and her staff which provided an organizational summary of DPR and an accounting of 

the resources allocated to various department functions.  PRC members also participated in the 

County Manager’s town hall forum on the budget. Below are some thoughts on planning for the 

2020 budget.  

 

In line with previous Board objectives stated with the 2019-2028 CIP, and understanding 

pressures on the budget, we support the principle of maintaining states of good repair in all of 

our park facilities. As we have seen, deferred maintenance can result in higher costs in the long 

run.  In the list of amenities that have less than desired maintenance cycles are basketball and 

tennis courts, trees, fields, park shelters, and restrooms.  The commission believes that the 

county’s focus should be on ensuring that facilities have efficient and effective operations and 

maintenance, both ongoing and preventive. 

 

As we stated last Spring in our FY 2019 budget letter we continue to encourage DPR to work to 

maintain a balance between recreational facilities/fields and casual use park spaces and 

amenities.  Additionally, we urge that budget planning take into consideration the appropriate 

balance between program-operational functions and administration-planning functions.  

 

Finally, we welcome the Board’s use of 2019 close-out funds to assist with FY 2020 budget 

deliberations as well as the consideration of revenue increases through tax rate changes in order 

to help maintain DPR facilities and programs.   

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 



 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Tenley Peterson, Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee 
 


