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Please set aside a percentage of the property for affordable housing. x

affordable 

housing

Please include affordable housing into the design and implementation. x

affordable 

housing

Please include affordable housing into the design and implementation.

affordable 

housing

Please set aside a percentage of the property for affordable housing.

affordable 

housing

Having a school bus parking lot at this location is an terrible option!  Carlin Springs Road is no place for 

something like this!  Traffic is already very heavy on Carlin Springs Road, and this will make it much worse. 

Imagine all those school buses turning out from or going into there in the mornings and afternoon. It will make 

everyone's commute much worse during rush hour.  What's wrong with keeping the school buses where they are 

now?  I go there to pick up mulch, so I'm familiar with the location.  That seems like a perfect location since it's 

not a busy street, and the buses are well hidden from the street.  The school bus parking lot should remain there!  If 

more space is needed, I'm sure there are ways to create more space in that location rather  than finding a new 

location that is totally inappropriate for this purpose.



In addition, I have always felt that walking on Carlin Springs Road between the Urgent Care Center and Kenmore 

Middle School is not very safe - The sidewalk in some places is very narrow, and having more traffic will make it 

less safe, especially when kids walk to school.  On two different occasions, a car lost control and went up on my 

neighbor's lawn (whose house is on Carlin Springs).  Luckily, nobody was walking nearby when this happened. x x bus parking

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 
Public storage! 

BUS parking?



MORE TRAFFIC At all hours?NONE x bus parking land swap
APS bus parking is not appropriate in a residential area, and especially not where it will have to feed onto Carlin 

Springs Road during the morning rush hour, when traffic already backs up so badly.



Please look at the report of the neighborhood survey which was done for uses the adjacent neighborhoods 

recommend. x bus parking

ARCSelf storage would be a major construction project and will affect Hayes Park, which is a mojor playground 

for small children.  traffic on Quincy is already bad--how will the buses pull out there. At the least a traffic light 

would have to be put in at Quincy and the entrance to the Buck property so that buses can make left turns. x bus parking

1) Buck Scenario B provides no ART bus parking in a central, convenient location -- one that might enable the 

county to stop paying rent for parking its buses elsewhere.

2) Using part of this valuable, centrally located space for public storage is a complete waste -- particularly as the S. 

Arlington land being considered for this swap is less valuable, flood-prone and MUCH more suitable for an 

industrial/public storage facility use.

3) Leasing back land that is needed to erase the documented shortage of public land is counter-productive and 

foolish. Rather than providing for several county needs giving away a substantial portion of this site and “leasing 

back” most of the rest largely defeats the purpose of acquiring the land for public use. And it will require the 

county to look elsewhere over the long term to find other space to meet pressing government services-public space 

needs at an additional cost in future years.

4) Why does DES need a large staging area on this site AND on the Carlin Springs Scenario B site simultaneously? 

This makes no sense.



1) Carlin Springs Scenario B ADDS WAY TOO MUCH PAVEMENT/IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AREA TO A 

SIGHT NEAR AN IMPORTANT PARK AND WATERSHED.

2) It makes no reuse of the existing building.

3) The new, replacement building must be made larger to accommodate three discrete purposes, which means a 

greater expense to county taxpayers.

4) Using the existing building on the Buck site for the Office of Emergency Management (OEM) and APS swing 

space, as shown in Scenarios A&amp;C, is a wiser use of existing resources. x bus parking

neighborhood 

impact-

environment
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Buses in neighborhood is a bad idea. x bus parking

This option for the Buck property eliminates ART bus parking, so where will the buses park? x bus parking

This does not look like sufficient APS parking and to cluster most buses in South Arlington seems to me an 

inefficiency.

The large proposed parking lot next to OEM / Fire logistics building on Carlin Springs property seems to me a 

poor use of space; couldn't the new OEM /Fire logistics building have parking underground?

I see no effort in Scenario B to resolve any of APS' overcrowding, yet these may represent the last two 

substantially sized parcels of land that the County may be able to acquire. x bus parking

Buck - Giving up most of the usable land in a land swap is a bad idea, and then this error is compounded by 

leasing some of the land back.

Buck - Getting the APS buses out of the site and to the rest of the County will be an issue as Quincy is the only 

means of ingress-egress and it is a two lane road that is already extremely crowded before and after school and 

during AM/PM commute times.

Buck - Precludes use for future needs. x bus parking land swap

Re: the Buck property, this is a valuable, strategically located site.  Putting buses and other vehicles there is in no 

way the best use for this site.

APS has asked that this site be used for field/recreational space and I agree with this request.  The County then 

could have schools/recreational space from Arlington Science Focus School, to Hayes Park, through the Buck 

property, and on through W-L.  Building a new school, or adding capacity, at the Education Center is needed.  This 

requires additional field/recreational space, which can be used both by schools and the County.  While County 

vehicles need to be stored, this can be done if needed using leased space, including outside the County if needed. x bus parking fields

A reasonable utilization of the Buck property, and a neighborhood-sensitive placement of the Arcland Self-Storage 

building. This also yields the Shirlington property via swap (I think?) putting the ART fleet in a better location for 

bus parking. x bus parking land swap

I support putting the vehicles in the Buck location.  It is bordered by I-66 on one side, reducing disturbances to 

nearby residential areas and has a reasonable 

access/egress from N. Quincy Street.  It does not have three crowded school a few blocks away. x x bus parking

In the Buck scenario, vehicles areas are not directly behind homes. x x bus parking

Lots of bus parking x bus parking

No  Bus parking in a residential neighborhood at Buck site. x x bus parking

No buses on Buck property. The Buck Property will not have buses beeping as they back up early in the AM hours. x x bus parking

None. Put all bus parking underground and make field and school space above ground. We're too small and 

constrained a county to be using surface parking anywhere. Surface lots are not only a nuisance, but they take up 

space needed for recreation and schools. We are not a rural area with unlimited land. We are urban. Start acting 

and planning like it. x bus parking schools

There are no material strengths to this plan. Multi-level co-location is absolutely essential for these sites, and not 

having it in the plans in unacceptable. I can only see myself supporting a plan that envisions multi-level co-

location of facilities, and rejects--as a fundamental starting premise--open-air parking of operational equipment. 

Such parking must be structured, and the plans for these facilities must, at the outset, plan on usable space on top 

of structured, co-locational facilities. x co-locatoin

There are no material strengths to this plan. Multi-level co-location is absolutely essential for these sites, and not 

having it in the plans in unacceptable. I can only see myself supporting a plan that envisions multi-level co-

location of facilities, and rejects--as a fundamental starting premise--open-air parking of operational equipment. 

Such parking must be structured, and the plans for these facilities must, at the outset, plan on usable space on top 

of structured, co-locational facilities. x co-locatoin
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Locating anything on land identified for fields for an APS school expansion is wrong.  The Buck property should 

be preserved for fields and open space for the students you are jamming into the Ed Center building and 

Washington Lee .   In addition, both the self-storage business and a police impound lot bring heavy traffic to a 

neighborhood that is about to be crowded with extra school busses and walkers.  If someone is hit by a car, only 

then will you wish you had not located so many new uses into one immediate area at one time.  I would locate the 

police impound lot adjacent to 395 where the old Arlington Parks and Recreation building is along Four Mile 

Drive and relocate them to one of the many office buildings on the Buck property. x x fields

At Buck - Where is the land to support any school fields or accessory space to support the plan for a 3000-4000 

seat Washington Lee? At Carlin Springs - waste of space for bus Storage and green space BEHIND a parking lot?! 

This should be for a school with some community green space. x fields

This is a terrible use for this prime property. Buck should be used for fields for schools. Carlin Springs should be 

used for a new school building. JFAC - why are you ignoring pressing school needs? School population is 

exploding and the limited land left in the county is needed for new school buildings and fields. I cannot think of 

what other needs are more pressing than schools. ART and school bus parking do not need to go on prime land. 

Buses can be parked in school parking lots after hours or land can even be rented our purchased outside of the 

county. 



Additionally, I am extremely opposed to using any portion of the Buck property for a developer's self storage 

facility. Terrible. x fields

Why are sports fields not included in any of the short-term scenarios?  It is a short-term need in 2019 just like 

police vehicles and the emergency operations center.   Why can't ART Bus Parking be in a garage with a sports 

field on top?  Why is "passive" recreation space being considered but not "active" recreation space for sports which 

support Arlington's goal for a healthy community? x fields

I don't like how it seems to restrict the County's future use of the site. x flexibilty 

Meets some urgency and flexibility criteria x flexibilty 

Arcland is a terrible deal for the County so for this reason I would not consider this scenario. x land swap

Do not give Arcland space fronting 66...ewe should eventually be decking over 66 to create more space. x x land swap i66-decking

Buck: Why would there be a commercial building on a municipally owned property - especially in an area adjacent 

to an existing park?  Provides much less flexibility for future needs - especially for any future options involving 

decking over 66 x x land swap decking -I 66

Buck - self storage building next to busy park x x land swap

We should not be getting involved with a private developer on these transactions.  Use the space exclusively for 

Arlington Co. needs.

We should not be having to lease back space, thereby costing Arl. County more money into the future. x land swap

No scenario with a self-storage site should be considered.   It's ridiculous that the county would think about giving 

a private business such a good deal at tax payers' expense. x land swap

Please, no self storage at the Buck site.  This commercial use isn't appropriate across from a high school, near a 

small park and homes. x land swap

Given the likelihood of an increased number of students at the high school campus near the Buck site, it seems 

unwise to sell the land and lock in a self-storage unit at this site. Doing so will limit its availability to be used by 

the county (including schools) in the future, which could have negative implications in a number of ways.



The Carlin Springs section of this plan is also concerning. Given the need for additional school space in the long-

term and the challenges of putting high school seats on the Kenmore Middle School site as is, this spot might 

make an ideal location for a new middle school (with the  Kenmore building expanded and turned into a 

comprehensive high school). Putting a new building on the site that does not consider future use for educational 

purposes is an unwise use of resources, as such a building would potentially have to be torn down or retrofitted in 

the relatively near future. x land swap

Land for the county is too precious to consider the Arcland swap.  Poor use with future in mind. x x land swap flexibilty 
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Why does the Arcland proposal keep popping up?    Arlington is purchasing this property since it is a large block 

of land which is difficult to find in Arlington.  Arlington is paying a premium for this type of property.  Why 

would you then carve out part of it for a private interest and negate any future flexibility you may have with this 

property.



No Buck property swing space for education. x x land swap schools

Looks like Arcland is a done deal, eh? If so, this is the dumbest placement of the 24/7/365 lights, noise and smells, 

directly abutting a park and residential homes.



Where are the number on the costs of lease-backs to Arcand when compared to simply leasing the current Arcand 

Shirlington property or the cost of acquiring the land by eminent domain? The Shirlington tract should have been 

purchased by the county when it came available but...? x land swap

This would be a great deal for Arlington County.  Arlington gets more land in the  exchange, and it allows for 

buses to be parked in the industrial area of Shirlington.  This is a very low impact to Arlington, with little traffic 

and no demand on schools.  There is also virtually no impact to public utilities.  Arcland has proposed a high 

quality, attractive design.  I urge you to support this scenario as a second choice, with D being the first choice. x land swap bus parking

-I live in the nearby Ashton Heights neighborhood and there is definitely a need for self storage in this part of the 

County.  With residential density only increasing, this would be a nice amenity to have.  I already put up two 

Rubbermaid plastic sheds i x x

land swap-

storage

This valuable space should not be used for storage. x land use

the scenario is simply unacceptable.  It cedes some of the best available land in the county to Arcland, which 

would forestall many sensible future uses and place an inappropriate facilitate in a residential neighborhood. The 

Buck property in an increasingly dense part of the county on the Metro corridor, 66 corridor and bike path, it forms 

an extended campus from W-L, Ed Center and Planetarium, Hayes Park and Science Focus.  the GLUP envisions 

services available here and there are real economies of scale possible with those functions so close.  The land, if 

not now, then eventually, will be well used for schools, playing fields, community center and the like as the 

current facilities grow increasingly overcrowded. x x land use

This usage is inconsistent with schools, parks and high value residential property near Buck. x land use

* Buck property is an eye sore

* Storage is not appropriate at this location x land use

This is rediculous.  It is appalling to me to think that this Commission believes that the highest and best use of this 

land is a surface parking lot or a storage building.  A surface parking lot or storage building is always a terrible use 

of land.  You can always put parking or storage  below something else to effectively get multiple uses from the 

same space. x land use

DES material "staging".  Is this really the best use of this property?  What should be built here is a new Ed Center.  

Having the Ed Center close added value to this area.  Moving the Ed Center and staging construction materials, 

impounded cars, is going to impact property values.  See above for views on police impound area. x land use

This whole scenario is inappropriate for the location. What jumps out to me is putting a self storage unit across 

from a high school seems completely irresponsible. Who is using those units? Has there been study to show 

interest in such a facility? Again, self-storage in the middle of the county in a very residential area? Ugh Arlington 

you can do better. How does this enhance the community?

Carlin Springs

Do not think buses should be parked there x land use

This seems like a waste of existing structures on the Buck site.  $30 million is quite a premium to pay if you aren't 

going to maximize the existing structures.  Why build a new structure at Carlin Springs if existing ones at Buck 

will work for the same purpose? x land use
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1) Buck Scenario B provides no ART bus parking in a central, convenient location -- one that might enable the 

county to suspend paying rent for parking the buses elsewhere.

2) Using part of this valuable, centrally located space for public storage is a complete waste -- particularly as the S. 

Arlington land being considered for this swap is less valuable, flood-prone and MUCH more suitable for an 

industrial/public storage facility use.

3) Leasing back land that is needed to erase the documented shortage of public land is counter-productive and 

foolish. Rather than providing for several county needs that will continue well into future years, the county is 

giving up that advantage. And it means the county must look elsewhere over the long term to meet pressing 

government-public space needs at an additional cost in future years.

4) Why does DES need a large staging area on this site AND on the Carlin Springs site simultaneously? This 

makes no sense.



1) Carlin Springs Scenario B ADDS TOO MUCH PAVEMENT/IMPERVIOUS SURFACES TO A SIGHT NEAR 

AN IMPORTANT PARK AND WATERSHED.

2) It makes no re-use of the existing building.

3) The new building must be larger to accommodate two disparate uses, which means a greater expense to the 

county. x land use

Is there an option to have APS adult ed, distance leaning, office space here? x land use

Storage? Really?! x land use

The Buck property use will probably be more favorable to the neighborhood.  The S. Carlin Springs use still give 

the county good options. x x x land use

The bucks site configuration makes sense. x x land use

This scenario is the only viable plan for Buck property if one has to choose.  None of the plans add vibrancy to the 

street making it a safe place to walk in evenings; add quality to the surrounding neighborhood; and retains a more 

industrial warehouse to a neighborhood that could be enhanced with better uses. Potential functions are still a 

possibility for at least leaving an area along the street for DES.  Nothing else is acceptable use. x land use

The police campus needs to be at the VHC proporty.  End of story.  Maybe the storage facility does too for all I 

know.  I would rather see development up to the very line of green that needs to be at the VHC so that there is not 

noise added to the park and the least amount of traffic added to Carlin Springs Road.  The commuter corridor 

cannot be fixed to accommodate more traffic without destroying what natural areas are there.  It is terribly 

unfortunate that the thousands and thousands of people who use the park, probably don't have access to this 

survey.  Arlington Mill is tremendously densely populated with people who work two and three jobs, don't have 

transportation to go out of the urban areas or the means to fight for an equal say in this matter.  I don't see this 

survey in Spanish or the fifty odd other languages spoken at Wakefield but if you go through the park any given 

evening, you will hear it all.  Those children and families deserve the beautiful park that is Glen Carlin Park 

unmarred by the noise of buses and the clogged gridlocked roads just as much as anyone else in this county. x x land use-police open space

Not sold on the self-storage building as being most urgent use of this space. x x land use-storage

The self storage is not as noisy and does not have as much negative environmental impact as Scenario A. There is 

still no green space between park and self storage. This scenario has more green space between houses and 

storage. 

Self storage adds a lot traffic to an already congested and dangerous area. x x land use-storage open space
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At Carlin Springs, this scenario, compared to Scenario A, has more parking spaces, i.e., impervious surface with 

vehicles that can cause contaminated runoff.  Because there is already a significant potential for contaminated 

runoff from APS bus parking and DES materials staging in both scenarios, Scenario A presents fewer challenges 

to the environment.



Regarding materials staging at the Carlin Springs site:  because of the steep slope of the property and the proximity 

to Glencarlyn Park and Long Branch, materials staging should NEVER include any chemicals, pesticides or road 

salt, or the equipment used to apply them.  The potential for contaminated runoff would be very high and could 

cause material damage to valuable natural resources, which Arlington County has an obligation to protect.  The 

same comment applies to any services for buses--no fueling or servicing onsite.



Regarding APS bus parking at the Carlin Springs site, I anticipate very significant traffic and public safety 

problems from locating school buses at that location.  School time traffic on S. Carlin Springs road is already 

murderous.  Adding additional bus traffic before and after the morning and afternoon school rush hours would be 

intolerable.  In addition. safety issues on S. Carlin Springs road are challenging.  There are blind curves, steep 

grades and limited sight lines in multiple locations between Route 50 and Columbia Pike.  In addition, sidewalks 

are immediately adjacent to the street, narrow, and blocked by utility poles,  This is a HUGE problem that the 

Glencarlyn and Forest Glen neighborhoods have already raised with the County. 



Because of traffic problems the County needs to consider seriously parking APS buses at the schools, not a remote 

yard.  Let's be efficient and sensible.



Finally, a comment on the overall scope of this project.  Making decisions about what fits physically on these 

properties is not the same as making a decision about what is fit or appropriate.  The County should consider 

acquiring property  (in or outside of Arlington County) appropriate for the buses (both ART buses and APS buses), 

essentially an industrial property use, instead of jamming a square peg into a round hole, as it is doing here. x

neigborhood 

impact-

environment

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

1) Buck Scenario B meets only some of the county's urgent needs for public land.

2) The green-looking buffer with the neighborhood is wider.



1) Carlin Springs Scenario B - I can think of no strengths for this scenario. x x x x

neighborhood 

buffer

Puts the buildings toward 66 and gives more green space to people in town. x

neighborhood 

buffer

THESE SCENARIOS DO NOT REFLECT THE WISHES OF THE GLENCARLYN COMMUNITY, 

PRESENTED IN OUR JOINT NEIGHBORHOOD TASK FORCE SURVEY REPORT. x x

neighborhood 

impact

Carlin Springs Road is already overcrowded with vehicles. It's the main reasons the KMS site was objected to for 

the 1300 seat school. It makes NO sense to put a parking lot on this property which will only add to the 

congestion, noise, and air pollution already in full effect on that road. Put a park in here or a pool or a save it to 

move KMS later when you are going to build up the KMS site to put in a HS. The LAST THING you should do is 

put more vehicles on this road. HAVE SOME SENSE!! x x

neighborhood 

impact

I do not support ANY use of the Carlin Springs site that involves added vehicles or additional facilities for 

sports/schools.  The traffic on Carlin Springs Road is already dangerously crowded.  The road cannot be widened.  

School children frequently cross through that area which is already risky.   The noise would be problematic for the 

Manor Care Nursing Home across Carlin Springs Road.  This is a suburban area, not industrial or prepared for 

urbanization.   I will vote against any elected Arlington official who supports any of these uses for the Carlin 

Springs site, just as I voted against the proposed Columbia Pike trolley. x x

neighborhood 

impact

Putting noisy and polluting vehicles right behind homes (as in Carlin Springs scenario) is problematic. x

neighborhood 

impact
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The Buck property stretching along I-66 is accustomed to traffic noise as well as traffic on N. Quincy.   The Buck 

property appears to be ready made for this planned county expansion.



Scenario A has no strengths for the S. Carlin Springs location.  This scenario does not reflect the wishes of the 

surrounding Carlin Springs communities.



These five scenarios presented are all basically the same with the exception of the placement of the indicated 

service areas. x

neighborhood 

impact

At Carlin Springs, this scenario, compared to Scenario A, has more parking spaces, i.e., impervious surface with 

vehicles that can cause contaminated runoff.  Because there is already a significant potential for contaminated 

runoff from APS bus parking and DES materials staging in both scenarios, Scenario A presents fewer challenges 

to the environment.



Regarding materials staging at the Carlin Springs site:  because of the steep slope of the property and the proximity 

to Glencarlyn Park and Long Branch, materials staging should NEVER include any chemicals, pesticides or road 

salt, or the equipment used to apply them.  The potential for contaminated runoff would be very high and could 

cause material damage to valuable natural resources, which Arlington County has an obligation to protect.  The 

same comment applies to any services for buses--no fueling or servicing onsite.



Regarding APS bus parking at the Carlin Springs site, I anticipate very significant traffic and public safety 

problems from locating school buses at that location.  School time traffic on S. Carlin Springs road is already 

murderous.  Adding additional bus traffic before and after the morning and afternoon school rush hours would be 

intolerable.  In addition. safety issues on S. Carlin Springs road are challenging.  There are blind curves, steep 

grades and limited sight lines in multiple locations between Route 50 and Columbia Pike.  In addition, sidewalks 

are immediately adjacent to the street, narrow, and blocked by utility poles,  This is a HUGE problem that the 

Glencarlyn and Forest Glen neighborhoods have already raised with the County. 



Because of traffic problems the County needs to consider seriously parking APS buses at the schools, not a remote 

yard.  Let's be efficient and sensible.



Finally, a comment on the overall scope of this project.  Making decisions about what fits physically on these 

properties is not the same as making a decision about what is fit or appropriate.  The County should consider 

acquiring property  (in or outside of Arlington County) appropriate for the buses (both ART buses and APS buses), 

essentially an industrial property use, instead of jamming a square peg into a round hole, as it is doing here. x

neighborhood 

impact-

environment

neigborhood 

impact-traffic

As a resident of GlenCarlyn, I'm deeply concerned about any increase in traffic on the already congested 

north/south artery that is Carlin Springs road.  More pragmatically, it doesn't seem efficient to house buses (either 

ART or APS) on the southwestern edge of the county.  Additionally, a bus depot will have a noise and air quality 

impact on the nearby parkland and dense population area.  Such a facility should be placed in a more commercial 

area. x x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

More traffic issues on Carlin Springs Road. x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Traffic concerns -- ugly x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Adding significant traffic to an already over congested main artery is an unacceptable option. There are strengths 

to this scenario. x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Carlin Springs Scenario B: Increased Traffic on an already heavily congested South Carlin Springs Road. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety

Why parking so close to a residential area?  Traffic is bad on Carlin Springs now without adding buses - this would 

make it unmanageable in the morning. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety



Scenario B Comments Stregths Challenges Buck Carlin Springs Tag Tag 2

Traffic safety (lot ingress, lot egress, and 14th Street congestion) and sound ordinance for adjoining neighborhood 

on 14th Street. Potential neighborhood safety and security issues associated with police impound lot. x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

Carlin Springs traffic its already a nightmare, specially in the mornings and evenings. Having an APS bus parking 

will make it worse.  Having buses coming out of there all the time will be horrible. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

My household is very concerned with the impact of the possible scenarios for use of the Urgent Care Center 

property on South Carlin Springs Road.  Carlin Springs cannot support the traffic that would result from using 

these spaces for vehicle storage, nor can we endanger our children who walk to school along the route every day.  

The nearby park and Arlington's environmental health would be adversely impacted by the resulting noise 

pollution, light pollution, and air pollution, as well as soil and water contamination.



South Arlington is ALWAYS the dumping ground for facilities that North Arlington does not want to host and 

suffers environmental injustice in that the lower economic standing of the average household results in a 

disproportionate exposure of pollutants and denial of programs that would improve the community (such as 

improved transportation along Columbia Pike).  North Arlington should pull its weight and the Carlin Springs 

parcel should be made parkland or put to use in a way that will not result in greater environmental degradation of 

the area. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety equity 

Locating the indicated County service areas on S. Carlin Springs Road would have a severe negative impact on 

this already crowded N/S corridor.   



The addition of the heavy traffic on S. Carlin Springs Road resulting from this scenario would endanger the 

already overloaded street.  This traffic is not only vehicular traffic but also school aged children in the morning 

and afternoon walking to and from the three APS schools that surround this particular location.  



Additionally this location feeds into S. Carlin Springs Road at a particular hilly and curvy section presenting an 

even greater hazard to the safety of the current heavy traffic flow.



The S. Carlin Springs Road property option presents many challenges with no strengths.  



Also this scenario does not represent the wishes of the Glencarlyn community. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

Increased traffic on Carlin Spring and noise in nearby homes. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

Carlin Springs road is already very congested. I can't imagine how bad traffic would be if we had additional buses 

and fire emergency vehicles adding to the current volume of traffic. The school board is also considering building 

a high school near Kenmore MS. The school buses and ART buses will make it nearly impassable. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 
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1.  Carlin Springs.  Carlin Springs Road is very heavily travelled -- with commuters, people running errands, 

school buses and parents dropping off children at the three schools in the area, and others.  Adding a parking 

facility for APS (and posssibly ART) buses and a DES Materials Staging Area could exacerbate the traffic 

problems on Carlin Springs Road in two ways.  First, the addition of contractors coming and going to the DES 

Storage facility and the parked buses leaving from and returning to the parking area, would create a bottleneck at 

the intersection.  Second, the addition of the extra traffic --- from the DES contractors and the buses -- would 

increase the traffic on this already overcrowded street, making it more dangerous for pedestrians and drivers.  A 

traffic study should be done.



2.  Carlin Springs.  As someone who shares a lot line with the property, I am concerned about the noise pollution 

and light pollution that could result from Scenario B.  In terms of noise pollution, I am concerned that the APS 

school buses would be leaving in the morning before I get up and would be noisy.  There has been talk of also 

parking ART buses at his location.  In that case, I would be concerned about noise late at night.  In terms of light 

pollution, I am concerned about both the bus parking area and the recreation area.  I am concerned that the lights 

they use to guard against vandalism, will shine into homes.  I am also concerned that lights from the 

Passive/Recreation area would shine in to nearby homes.



3.  Bus parking (Carlin Springs) and DES  materials storage (both locations) are notconpatible with a single family 

residential location. x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety neighb

Please stop dumping on South Arlington. It is bad enough that the people of North Arlington have metro, better 

schools and less traffic. South Arlington will never even come close to catching up with North if you keep doing 

things like taking away easy access to health care and replacing it with noisy, polluting, and traffic causing bus 

lots. I challenge any of you to try and navigate Carlin Springs between Columbia Pike and Route 50 any school 

day between 7:30 and 8:30. It is A NIGHTMARE! Putting any kind of bus lot will just make it worse. Please don't 

do that to those of us who rely on Carlin Springs to get to work. Any kind of bus lot is truly the worst thing you can 

do to us. x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety equity 

I have concerns about traffic on Carlin Springs Rd. and the location of bus parking on this site. Why can't buses be 

distributed across the county? x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

We live in Forest Glen and live with the challenges of congestion and traffic on Carlin Springs Road every day.  

This will add to those challenges , our safety and our quality of life.



Our ingress and egress is limited and and our quality of life has been diminished greatly already. Cannot the 

county board recognize that your tax base will be diminished and our ability to earn the home appreciation of 

others in Arlington?



I was all for affordable housing in our neighborhood but this is too much!!!!



Find somewhere else to put busses!!! x x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

Putting an APS parking lot on this site would create serious noise problems for the neighborhood, and would 

vastly increase traffic on Carlyn Spring Road.  There is only one vehicle entrance point to this site; putting a 

school bus parking lot there would cause serious backups as buses waited to enter and exit. x

neighborhood 

impact-

traffic/safety 

/safety 

1) See comments above re why put APS buses at Carlin Springs instead of at least partly on north side

2) Six-story self-storage facility of that size is a big win for Arcland but inappropriate and a blight on Buck. 

3) Again, hard to gauge the utility of the open space on Buck, ease of access, or its relationship with neighbors. x x x open space land swap

* Green space at Carlin Springs

* Improved green space vs. Scenario A x open space
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A little more open space, places the vehicles and staging areas up against the highway for minimal impact at Buck 

site.  Buck site doesn't have ART buses.  ART buses kept away from pedestrian and open space by staging at 

Carlin, which already has a stop light to help deal with the bus traffic. x open space bus parking

A positive of this scenario is the passive recreation open space on the Carlin Springs site, which affords additional 

protection to the adjoining neighborhood and Glencarlyn Park.



At Carlin Springs, this scenario, compared to Scenario A, has more parking spaces, i.e., impervious surface with 

vehicles that can cause contaminated runoff.  Because there is already a significant potential for contaminated 

runoff from APS bus parking and DES materials staging in both scenarios, Scenario A presents fewer challenges 

to the environment.



While I understand that the Buck site neighborhood opposes the ARC Storage proposal, locating that facility there 

may be an equitable trade-off to keep ARC buses in the Shirlington area on the leased property that would be 

traded for a portion of the Buck property.  Given that the other adverse uses (APS buses and ARC buses) would 

remain in South Arlington, it may be fair. x open space bus parking

Buck - more green space, little addition to traffic x x open space

Buck A: None - should be all parkland x x open space

Buck:  too many varied uses.  Junk would be everywhere. x x open space

Carlin springs has more green space in scenario b than scenario a x x open space

Carlin Springs Scenario B: Large Passive / Recreational Open Space with walking path adjacent / adjoining to 

Glencarlyn Park. x x open space

i like the big Green space, but can we turn it into some type of Park space? x open space

Includes some open space. x open space

Like having APS swing space and recreation/open space - WHERE to site these 2 amenities would depend upon 

upcoming high school siting decisions. x open space schools

Love the extra Recreation space on the Carlin Springs plan.

Good location for APS Bus parking.. would APS need an office to aid with Transportation here? x x open space bus parking

More green space at both sites x open space

Regarding Buck, there is more green space. x open space

Use of the space by OEM and Emergency Operations, and the amount of open space. x open space land use

VHC site: Large amount of open space. Will use of parking for buses make that space less usable for, say, 

recreational sports leagues? At the moment, it is difficult to access that beautiful open space, so it's encouraging to 

see paths leading into it—but shouldn't those paths connect to existing paths in the park? x x open space 

Buck:  Making use of existing buildings. x x reuse

We should build a school on the carlin springs site x x schools

Again, it makes no sense to locate industrial operations in a residential neighborhood. Arlington's greatest need is 

space for schools, particularly given the growth projections. The proximity of the Buck Property to 

APS/W&amp;L makes complete sense to use that space to alleviate the overcrowding in schools, not creating a 

parking lot for busses and impounded vehicles. x x schools

1. None of the scenarios include APS.  Arlington public schools are running out of space.  Indeed, ASFA (which is 

across the street from "Buck," is already at 121% capacity. x schools

Where are the schools in all of this? Schools are running out of land, and we're growing by close to 1,000 students 

per year. My young children will not have a brick and mortar HS to attend if APS is not given LAND now for 

schools. x schools

Regarding Buck, an impound lot and storage facility appear to be very short-sighted ideas for such a walkable and 

expensive property. What about more needs for schools? Or more mixed use for retail? I always thought from a 

planning perspective that storage should be away from the densely populated family areas and in less expensive 

property. x schools mixed use

You need to prepare this site to be used as a junior high once the planners stop daydreaming and focus on the 

reality that Arlington is knocking down small  and building large family homes with school age kids, and that kids 

live in apartments and condos too.   Kenmore  will eventually be the fourth comprehensive HS, and we will need a 

new middle school.   So prep this area for middle school, it will happen within 5 years. x schools
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Any site plan should include land allocated for school use. x schools

Is this a joke?  There is no space reserved for APS use in this scenario.  It should be taken off the table out of hand.  

Arlington can negotiate contracts with neighboring municipalities and/or private land owners in Alexandria or 

Fairfax if we're running out of space to park buses.  What we can't afford to do is continue swallowing the specious 

pronouncements that are coming from APS about school population growth leveling off in the foreseeable future.  

We need to stop educating kids in trailers, and it's about time someone in the county government woke up and 

realized that shoving kids in schools with no fields and/or space for on-campus extracurricular activities is an 

unacceptable practice that will negatively impact their educations and our property values. x schools

I'm very sad that none of these solutions include a fourth high school option. x schools

Not enough space for aps x schools

Do NOT like self-storage in place of APS swing space. x schools

No new school space x schools

Best of all of the scenarios.  Hides the impound lot and the self storage, however, still disagree with locating an 

impound lot across the street from a high school. x x storage

All Scenarios for Buck Property Multi-use trails:

The Buck options either identify  trails or provide connected buffer space that can accommodate trails in the 

future.  I believe that off-road foot trail(s) connecting the Lincoln Street bridge and the elementary school with 

Quincy Street and the surrounding neighborhood are likely to be a desirable objective.  Speaking as an active 

cyclist, I’m generally in favor of adding multi-use trails anywhere that they will fit.  However,  I recommend 

making design changes that will discourage bicycle commuters and sport cyclists from using these trails.  At 

present, 14th Street already provides a safe cycle route between Lincoln and Quincy Streets, and they in turn have 

good interface with the Custis Trail and other popular cycling routes.

I’ve seen  bicycle gates/barriers in the Netherlands and occasionally in the US that force cyclists to dismount/walk 

at park and trail entrances.  I propose that similar arrangements at Quincy Street, Nelson Street and any/all Lincoln 

Street trail entry points would deter adult riders from any new paths while providing the opportunity for 

neighborhood children to have access to safe cycling trails that they can safely share with pedestrians. 

From a pure safety standpoint, I view it as critical that the County seek to reduce, if not eliminate, interactions 

between cyclists and both motorized and pedestrian traffic in front of the school, where traffic may be heavy and 

where sight lines in all directions may be restricted by parked vehicles, turning vehicles and school buses.  The 

dangers are present not only at the trail access points, but also on the adjacent Lincoln Street sidewalks, which 

should be closed to bicycles.



  (And, of course, it may be useful to apply this idea to  the Carlin Springs trail designs and some existing 

neighborhood parks if there are concerns about their being overrun by bicycles.) x trails

Each Scenario being submitted separately. x

Not as flexible as others.

I am concerned about the Arcland proposal, not because I dislike self-storage (OK, I think people shouldn't cling to 

stuff, but I've used it, so I get it, and there are two self-storage places near me and it's fine), but because I don't 

think we're getting a good financial deal and because I don't think we can accept the relative lack of flexibility. x

x

The addition of APS buses to Carlin Springs, which already has ample traffic, may be a cause for concern. x x

x

x

x

x
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Not only that, but



Youse should consider the words of the late and great philosopher, Oscar Brand.  Mr. Brand is celebrated by the 

Smithsonian and he is recognized by numerous other groups, so he's worth considering.



http://www.horntip.com/mp3/1960s/1960ca_the_wild_blue_yonder__oscar_brand_(LP)/17_lets_have_a_party.htm





Inasmuch as nearly all of Arlington is somehow reliant upon the Federal Government, it's doubly important that 

Brand's words be considered.  A bar? Yes, perhaps.  With his detailed specifications.  And not just this one 

Scenario.  Make Arlington Great Again! x

•	MORE LAND: County receives from Arcland 3.5 acres in Shirlington in exchange for 2.3 acres at Buck; plus 1 

acre Arcland receives at Buck may be leased back to the county for cost (taxes).  A recent county facility study 

identifies 20 acres of land needs to provide adequate county services, so every acre counts.

•	BETTER FINANCIALLY:  	

o	ART Bus fleet can expand in the county and the county can run routes it is currently paying WMATA to 

operate, saving millions of dollars.

o	County is currently leasing a portion of the Shirlington site, which expense would be saved in the swap 

transaction.  

o	Self storage at Buck would generate significant tax revenue for the county.

•	NO BUSES IN N. ARLINGTON: The swap would allow the ART Bus fleet to expand in Shirlington’s industrial 

neighborhood, rather than a residential neighborhood creating much less conflict and impact.

•	LOW IMPACT: Self storage creates very little traffic, no demand on schools, and extremely limited demand on 

public utilities.

•	MEET A COMMUNITY NEED: An influx of apartments in N. Arlington has created demand for self storage for 

those moving into the area as well as those downsizing.  Self storage is used by people across economic, social, 

and age spectrums at a time of need.  Additionally, self storage serves to facilitate small businesses creation by 

providing cost-effective work and inventory spaces in early stage companies.  

•	HIGH QUALITY DESIGN: The self storage building at Buck will be designed in context with the surrounding 

neighborhood – there is no “one-size fits all” template for self storage. x

Again, I do not see, if there are buses or a school on the VHC land, how having more acreage of green will be any 

kind of benefit.  I do appreciate that the Storage facility is still at Buck and I believe that alleviates the need for 

ART bus parking in a residential area. x

Art Bus parking is probably best consolidated at Carlin Springs. x

Buck: Allocation of land for green space - adjacent to Hayes park x x

Carlin Spring proposed uses seem reasonable. x x

Central location. x

Each Scenario being submitted separately. x

I see no advantages to this scenario x

No Strengths! x

NONE x

none x

None x

None x

None for the Buck property. x

Not great x

Only two new buildings.

There are no strengths to putting fleets worth of vehicles on Carlin Springs Road. None. Have you all lost your 

mind??? x
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* Arcland self-storage at Buck:

   - Inappropriate for residential neighborhood.

   - Creates additional traffic as seats likely added at W-L. People storing things may have full cars, U-Hauls, etc. 

that limit visibility and increase the risk of accidents.

   - Vastly reduces flexibility of space for different solutions in the future

   - Unidentified possible future DES needs create a wildcard

• Impound lot and materials staging inappropriate for residential neighborhood and also burdensome re: safety, 

traffic and noise for W-L and neighborhood.

* Again, path from Hayes Park to Quincy really doesn’t add anything over access via 14th St. or bike trail. 	

   - Suggest path be eliminated and the entire area used as neighborhood buffer if this plan pursued.

* Again, unclear why Carlin Springs has such a large percent allocated to open space when they already have 

Glencarlyn Park and Long Branch Nature Center in same area. Very limited sharing of burden vs. Buck. x land use

* Larger green space at Buck x

* On the Buck property, the addition of a trail connecting 15th St N/Hayes Park with Quincy would be a great 

improvement to the network for biking and walking in this area.

* On the Carlin Springs property, is there an opportunity to use open space as an outdoor classroom for APS? Can 

the paths proposed for this property be connected to Long Branch Park? x

1. One challenge to this scenario is that we have not been given an opportunity to see how the 3.52 acres of M-1 

land swap would be used.  Shouldn't this be a component of this scenario?

2. Any material staging located here should not add potential environmental risks to the property, in order to 

ensure that the use of the property could be changed in the future.  

3. The 10-year + Project List indicates that the Police Impound Lot and Police Mobile Equipment could be located 

anywhere.  Another site (whether in Arlington or in a different jurisdiction) should be considered because a police 

impound lot will impact the residential neighborhoods surrounding the Buck property and also limits the use of the 

Buck property for school related purposes.  

4. This scenario destroys existing buildings, requires building new buildings, and requires a lease back agreement. x

All for Carlin: x

All for Carlin:

The eye-sore of the DES area from Carlin Springs Road

The increased traffic from APS busses.

Access to the park (passing by the DES staging area (Is it hazardous for families to be near?))

Noise from DES loading and APS engine runs



Same as scenario A, just rearranged... so not really an additional option. x x

neighborhood 

impact
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suitable for the what are billed as "short term" uses.  Yet, the investment that would be required would very likely 

mean these uses will become the long term uses of these properties.  JFAC and the County/APS needs to make a 

comprehensive plan to needs of the County/APS in the long term.  This plan should include joint uses on sites and 

creative solutions, like using awkwardly shaped parcels or space underneath highways to store materials.  Any 

comprehensive plan and any plan that involves significant investment of County resources should include a full 

and robust transportation analysis.  Finally, JFAC and the County/APS must be aware of the broader needs of the 

community, not only the needs of the County government and APS, and the effect of these land use decisions on 

the Arlington real estate market and indirectly on the provision of services that meet these needs.



The fact that JFAC is making these separate decisions, based on limited, immediately available opportunities is 

extremely disappointing.  The County and APS should, working with JFAC, develop a holistic plan to address 

their space needs. This plan should look beyond the model that Arlington currently follows for County- and 

Schools-owned land: locating individual County facilities on each parcel, and focusing on only serving 

County/APS needs with County/APS land, even in the short term.



The "short-term" uses proposed by JFAC seem to be planned for at least a decade, and likely far into the future.  

The proposals considered by JFAC entail significant demolition and construction, which does not make financial 

sense for the a true "short-term".  Yet, JFAC and the County/APS have not identified a comprehensive plan to 

address County/APS needs.  If the County/APS invest in the necessary improvements to make these sites suitable 

for these uses, it seems like the obvious choice that these uses will become the long-term uses for these sites.  Yet, 

JFAC and the County/APS aren't making these decisions with an eye toward long-term uses.



None most of these scenarios involve more creative solutions for these parcels.  E.g. The County could rent the 

existing warehouses on the Buck property to their current tenants, and the Cerlin Springs property to VHC, while 

utilizing the unused office space on the Buck property for County or APS office needs (for example, for OEM.  

The County could then use that cash flow in the short term to rent space for other needed uses.  This plan would 

allow the County/APS to meet needs in the true short term, while JFAC and the County/APS develop a smart, 

comprehensive plan. x flexibility 

Any plans for property on Carlin Springs Road in South Arlington needs to take into account the 1) current volume 

of traffic (note when traffic counts were published – the amount of traffic between Glen Carlyn Rd turn onto 

Carlin Springs to Route 50 northbound was quite similar to the amount of traffic traveling on 50 eastbound , 2) the 

neighborhoods that have no other access out of their neighborhood other than Carlin Springs Road, 3) there are 5 

schools (2 are in Fairfax county) plus a Nursing Home/Rehab facility in that immediate area between 50 and 

Columbia Pike, 3) current school bus activity, pedestrians, commuter bus traffic and cyclists 4) inability for 

emergency vehicles to get through during peak traffic hours (many times southbound traffic from North of 50 on 

Carlin Springs road backs up beyond Arlington Forest Pool property 5) increased coverage of land in an area with 

a high water table (there is a reason that they call it Carlin Springs!).  Please consider the safety of the students, 

residents and many visitors to and through the area as well as the quality of life of the local residents. x

APS needs to think about the Buck property in conjunction with the proposals at W-L.  If 600-1300 students are 

going to be added across the street, this space here necessarily should be used in conjunction with the W-L 

proposals.  E.g., more field space and/or instruction space, theaters, etc. and whatever else is going to be needed in 

proximity to that new population of students.  Vehicles should be stored elsewhere. x

Arcland self storage is ridiculous. Why put that in this prime location for County services???? x x land swap
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Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS) is facing significant overcrowding, which will likely only get worse after 

the latest school board vote passing a new Enrollment and Transfer Policy.  It is of critical importance that ASFS 

have sufficient space to house its students.  It is already unacceptable that so many students in Arlington (and at 

ASFS, specifically) attend classes in trailers.  Insufficient classroom space and overcrowding impacts the 

desirability of Arlington as a place for families to live, and risks diminishing property values and county revenue 

over time.  None of the scenarios proposed provide sufficient space for ASFS to expand to handle the influx of 

new students that will occur when the new Options and Transfer Policy takes effect for the 2018-2019 school year.  

JFAC needs to consider using the TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east of the Buck site).  One 

could hold classroom space while the other (the gymnastics center) could be converted to a gymnasium / 

multipurpose space.  These ideas need to be fully explored and considered. x

As a parent of a rising 4th Grader and a rising kindergartener, this scenario priorities buses over kids.  Given the 

recommendation of Dr. Murphy for the hybrid location for the 1300 HS seats, it is unthinkable that we would use 

the Buck property for anything other then field space.  Adding an additional 600 students on the Washington and 

Lee, will impact all of the students on that property if we do not prioritize the need for the common areas such as 

field space.  As a taxpayer I am appalled that the county would sell badly needed land to make a profit from a self 

storage unit.



In addition, Carlin Springs is one of the largest available parcels in the county.  Given the dramatic need for school 

capacity, it is unacceptable to not take full advantage of the central location of this property and provide APS the 

much needed relief.  The use of such a large portion of this land for "open space," while a lovely thought, dooms 

my kids to be educated in nothing by trailers or unfathomable class sizes for the rest of their APS careers. x schools fields

ASFS needs the two buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site). One could hold 

classroom space while the other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose 

space.

ASFS needs to expand onto the eastern portion of Buck.  The two eastern buildings should be used for ASFS.



A new elementary school should be planned for the western section of Buck



Where are the athletic fields to support W-L expansion? x schools

ASPS must be able to use the Buck site for the expansion of students that will occur when the new Options and 

Transfer Policy takes effect for the 2018-19 school year. ASFS must be granted permission to use the TWO 

buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom space while the 

other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose space.  You must consider 

this proposal so ASFS can explore these scenarios more deeply. x

ASPS must be able to use the Buck site for the expansion of students that will occur when the new Options and 

Transfer Policy takes effect for the 2018-19 school year. ASFS must be granted permission to use the TWO 

buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east side of the Buck site).  One could hold classroom space while the 

other building (the gymnastics center) could be converted to gymnasium/multipurpose space.  You must consider 

this proposal so ASFS can explore these scenarios more deeply. x

Buck - Colossally stupid plan.   Why would you give away such valuable land to Arcland?  The economics of this 

are beyond dumb.  The other uses are decidedly inappropriate for the location.  Kill this scenario. x land swap

BUCK - the increase in "Passive/Recreation Open Space" is better in this scenario. x

Buck B:  Nice to have some green space/parkland there.  Otherwise, None x

Buck property - Larger green space is better. x
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Buck property: (i) creates passive/active recreation space but benefit is offset by inclusion of the Arcland proposal 

per comment in Scenario B challenges below







Carlin Springs: (i) preserves/creates large area of parkland, (ii) creates limited APS bus parking area but note 

continuing concern about traffic impact on Carlin Springs x

Buck property: (i) the Arcland proposal should be rejected as dramatically limiting the future use of this property, 

since the Arcland property will undoubtedly be redeveloped in the future, presumably for residential uses, and 

residents will need to traverse the entire property presumably to get to the back of the property; (ii) will prevent 

the important expansion of Hayes park



Carlin Springs: (i) given the serious traffic problems on Carlin Springs that will only grow with time, a different 

area should be found for APS parking unless traffic studies confirm that traffic under this scenario will be no 

greater than generated by current VHC uses at property; (ii) need to explain why existing building cannot be 

repurposed versus construction of new building x x x land swap

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Buck Scenario B:  Don't do this either.  Land is too valuable for police impound lot, etc.  Please use the land for 

Arlington Public Schools, particularly because Science Focus and Washington Lee are nearby and could use the 

space.   I support the position of the Science Focus PTA. x x costs

BUCK:

- The proposed uses for this prime piece of real estate are ludicrous, particularly given the expensive $30 million 

price tag. 



- It's incredulous that the County would even contemplate swapping a piece of this centrally-located property so 

that a private developer can build a 6-7 story CubeSmart, benefitting only itself.  Aren't there building height 

restrictions for this piece of land given its location?!  

  - What an eyesore for this location, nestled in between a school, park, and residences.  The traffic that a 24/7/365 

self-storage facility could generate is also a concern for Quincy St, not to mention the noise and lighting that 

would impact the adjacent residents.  

  ** The risks are too grave and the cost is too high for the County to give up any rights to that portion of the 

property, plus losing the flexibility to use the property for other County or APS purposes in the long-run.  

Furthermore, the developer could very well turn around in so many years and develop who knows what on that 

piece of valuable land.  This decision should be a no-brainer for the County.  DO THE RIGHT THING!



- A Police Impound Lot in a residential neighborhood is completely inappropriate - causing safety issues, lighting 

issues, and noise during the night given the 24/7 accessibility. 

- Construction Materials Staging is completely inappropriate for a residential neighborhood - environmental 

concerns surrounding the items stored; hours of use and excessive noise.

- Concerns surround the Police Mobile Equipment and Police Emergency Vehicles - what are the times of use?  

Frequency of use?  Does this raise increased safety concerns for neighbors? x x costs land swap

Bus parking is a bad idea. Carlin springs road is a small congested road that can not handle a lot of bus traffic.  

Also this property needs to enhance the surrounding neighborhoods, not make the area look more industrial with 

material staging and bus parking.  The surrounding neighborhoods have a lot of low income families which should 

be uplifted with beneficial community resources... not a county wide staging area. x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Bus parking on Carlin Springs is probably cheaper real estate than Buck. x

Buses will contribute to noise, pollution, and traffic in the already heavily used area. x

neighborhood 

impact

Calvin is a nice mix of space balancing industrial and park x

Carlin building works best in top left corner of space.  Leaces most space for other usess x

comment strengths challenges buck carlin springs tag tag 2
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Does Arlington County REALLY need yet another self storage unit?  One was just built on the corner of Lee 

Highway and Westmoreland Street.  Again this is not the right situation for the close proximity to the school and 

playground.  I have been in some self storage units in Arlington where the homeless have set up housekeeping 

because they can stay warm and dry for not much money.  It is very sad, but again we have to keep the children's 

safety in mind at all times.  



Carlin Springs Road can be very congested.  I cannot expect this plan to alleviate that problem with all of these 

vehicles coming and going. x x x land use

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

Does not address the expansion and flexibility needs of Arlington Science Focus Elementary school which requires 

additional space to cope with growing enrollment and the effects of the new enrollment and transfers policy. x

Does not include option to move Kenmore Middle School to this location. Presentation does not appear to include 

the need for a new comprehensive high school among the County's 10-year needs.  Instead, it appears that the only 

needs identified are construction of one new elementary school (when the need will likely be 3-4 more plus at least 

one more middle school in addition to Stratford), expansion of the Career Center, and addition of 1300 seats 

(which is merely a stopgap measure that will not be sufficient much beyond the date these seats become available). 

If that is correct, this is a major flaw in the process. x

Does not include school use. x

Don't give up the Buck land to Arcland! x land swap

Equity anyone?  Carlin Springs proposal an entire half green space and Buck is laughable amount ... this is 

completely unacceptable. x x equity

General Buck comments: (not related to any specific scenario ... I cannot in good faith endorse any of these ... and 

neither should any public official be able to do in good faith and intend to be re-elected).  This is irresponsible 

spending of tax payer dollars.  Take these County needs elsewhere - why in the world do they even need to be 

inside the Beltway?  

- you have sited short term uses that will invariably restrict long term options ... poor community planning

- any site needs to have a site plan developed for it and a clear timeline established for short term uses; why would 

start short term and then do long term planning?  good common sense says you figure out long term plan first and 

work backwards.



WRT to Buck ... ZERO - this is horrible idea x

Given the space challenges currently facing Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS), it would be a shame not to 

accommodate this growth in a space with only a public park separating the school and the available lot.  ASFS is 

currently busting out at the seams, filling trailers, and has lost playground space to the growth. ASFS is proposed 

to be a neighborhood school, which could expand the number of eligible children, currently limited by lottery. 

Given this opportunity, ASFS expansion needs should be taken into account before the scenarios are developed.



I am not certain that a police impound lot or self storage facility are appropriate in between two schools. x

Good amount of green space at both sites. x

I like the greenway on buck site, but why is there no space for expansion of overcrowded and growing ASFS? x

I support an office of emergency mgmt and fire logistics because it helps the surrounding neighborhood and won't 

add burdensome traffic to Carlin Springs road. x

I understand the importance of Arlington police having adequate facilities. x

I would like to see the Buck Property used for a space that the community could use rather than for storing 

vehicles which could be located at the outskirts of the county. The Carlin Springs property is needed for APS -- it 

is one of the only large spaces left and the system is getting bigger. x

In the Buck Scenario, I don't like the land swap with Arcland because I think it will limit the County's flexibility in 

determining future use of this space. x x land swap
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Let me first note that this "Scenario Feedback Form" is almost indecipherable to someone not versed on the details 

of county planning.  This is typical of "the Arlington Way":  Seek input from the community but do it in such a 

way that only activists can participate.  This is an ongoing disappointment. That said,  I will cut to the bottom line 

and repost this in the "Challenges" section of each of the scenarios.  



Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS) is facing significant overcrowding, which will only get worse after the 

latest school board vote passing a new Enrollment and Transfer Policy.  It is of critical importance that ASFS have 

sufficient space to house its students.  It is already unacceptable that so many students in Arlington (and at ASFS, 

specifically) attend classes in trailers.  Insufficient classroom space and overcrowding impacts the desirability of 

Arlington as a place for families to live, and risks diminishing property values and county revenue over time.  

None of the scenarios proposed provide sufficient space for ASFS to expand to handle the influx of new students 

that will occur when the new Options and Transfer Policy takes effect for the 2018-2019 school year.  JFAC needs 

to consider using the TWO buildings on this site closest to Hayes Park (east of the Buck site).  One could hold 

classroom space while the other (the gymnastics center) could be converted to a gymnasium / multipurpose space.  





It should not be lost on you that the ASFS community is both vocal and sophisticated.  Local politicians who 

ignore its demands do so at their peril.  Do not test us on this point. x

Limiting flexibility is not a good long term plan for these sites.  The self storage facility is a bad idea.



Office of EM can be in housed in a vertical building or smaller lot.  Has the county considered vacant corporate 

buildings or the Lee Hwy sites that are proposed in the VHC land swap?



Bus parking should be considered in a bordering county.



The Buck site should include fields and green space.  W&amp;L is expanding and the Lee Hwy corridor will need 

2 new elementary schools in less than 10 years.  We will also need a new comprehensive high school in the next 

15 years and the Carlin Springs site should be considered. x

More traffic issues on Carlin Springs Road. x x

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

My children attend Arlington Science Focus School (ASFS), which is on a nearly-adjoining lot to the Buck site.  

ASFS is seriously overburdened, in terms of space and facilities,  and I understand that that will become worse 

with the transition to being considered a neighborhood school.  The Buck site already has buildings that would be 

very useful to Arlington Public Schools (APS) in dealing with their ever-worse capacity problems.  I would like to 

see at least a part of the Buck site put to use in alleviating  the APS capacity problems and improving my children's 

educational experience. x schools

Neighborhood buffer is nice at Buck x

No - The Buck property must be used for Arlington Public Schools.  It is centrally located exactly where there is a 

shortage of school seats at both the elementary and high school level.  There is no APS elementary school between 

here and Rosslyn, and yet that is the fastest growing area with the most families coming in. The county has just 

adopted changes that will make Science Focus the MOST overcrowded elementary school in the county, and it has 

the SMALLEST physical footprint to work with.  The Buck lot must be used to expand Science Focus.  It also 

makes not sense to use this lot for vehicle parking when it sits between two schools (ASFS and W/L) and adjacent 

to a very active park for small children.  Please use this property to expand our schools. x

No expansion noted for APS on Buck. x schools

No mention of dire need for ASFS expansion. Why all parking and stoarage on Buck property where we need a 

school building, and lots of green space on Carlin Spring where there is already parking? Why sell property to self 

storage and then pay to lease it back? x x schools

No school space at the Buck site for ASFS expansion. x

No strengths.  See Scenario A notes. x

None x



Scenario B Comments Stregths Challenges Buck Carlin Springs Tag Tag 2

None x

None x

NONE x

none other than slightly better green space scenario. x

none. x

None. x

Of the 5 Buck Property Options, in order of preference I would rank this one third.  I like that the vehicles stored 

in this scenario are emergency or reserve vehicles, thus they are not vehicles that will be used on a daily basis, and 

will hopefully not add to the traffic problem on Quincy Street. x

On the Buck scenario, why is ARCLAND self storage already getting a space here?  Again, move the parking lot to 

the BACK of the property . x x land swap

parking, more parking and storage?  Is this the best we can do?  Can we not have impound lot garages? with police 

vehicles as well? x

Please consider including the needs of Arlington Science Focus School in this scenario for the Buck Property - it 

would greatly benefit ASFS to have the ability to expand the school as we add more kids from Key over the 

coming years.  Thank you! x

poorly defined future use scenarios; puts commercial use into residential area. x land use

Prioritizes private business use over needs of public schools, No APS use at Buck, when W-L field space or other 

APS building opportunities are needed. Questionable choice of placing a police impound lot directly across from 

school property. Carlin Springs is used only for parking and staging. If go with this, should make it a temporary 

use (e.g. gravel parking)  so site can easily be used in future for a school. x

Prioritizes private development, via ARCLAND self-storage, over needs of APS students. No APS use at Buck, 

when W-L field space or other APS building opportunities are needed. Questionable choice of placing a police 

impound lot directly across from school property. Carlin Springs is used only for parking and staging. Better use 

would be to provide APS building space. x

same issues as above x

Scenario B Buck property appears to have better and clearer planning of the space x

Scenario B Strengths x

See scenario A x

See the challenges section below. x

Sliver of park space behind houses very narrow to be useful in Buck property x x open space

The Arcland swap is an incredibly short-sighted and illogical option

DES needs do not belong in a neighborhood.  There are residential noise restrictions that must be adhered to.

What a waste of an awesome piece of property.  I really expected more thoughtful consideration.

While police vehicle storage maybe acceptable for short-term uses at Buck, an impound lot is not.  The hours of 

use, noise, and intensity of use, and presence of dilapidated vehicles make an impound lot completely 

unacceptable

Need two eastern buildings at Buck for APS and field space for APS.

Need to expand Hayes Park

Are you tone deaf?

Not consistent with neighborhood.  Not consistent with GLUP.  Not consistent with NCP.

I pity the JFAC members who have their names associated with these proposals--can any member actually say they 

would accept these if they lived anywhere in proximity to these sites? x land use

neighborhood 

impact-traffic

The office building and greenspace  in this scenario would make the transition from VHC seamless for the 

neighborhood and preserve the quiet nature of the Glencarlyn neighborhood. x

The only 'positive' things - and I"m being generous here - about both plans is that there is somewhat more green 

space preserved.  Perhaps the only other 'positive' is that at least you put parking and staging on Carlin next to 

another business and not homes.  I"m really stretching here to find any positives in either of these plans. x
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The swap is a horrific financial package for the County and terrible waste of funds



Severally limits - if not precluding forever - future uses more appropriate for the residents 



Can't' rationalize how the county grossly ignores the Zoning Ordinance, GLUP and NCP which all state residential 

use is what should be here. Not storage, etc. x costs

There are no strengths to this plan. x

These scenarios do not adequately consider the needs of the school system. We have a desperate and immediate 

need for more schools and fields for those schools (both of which uses would also provide huge benefits to the 

community at large). I like that these options meet vehicle storage needs for the county, but I suggest the 

following: 1) at Buck, build a roof on the open air vehicle storage area (which looks like many acres) and put a 

field on top for school (and, secondarily, County) use. APS is about to approve a 700-1300 seat new high school 

across the street. Give them a field!  THERE SHOULD BE ABSOLUTELY NO SELF STORAGE OR OTHER 

COMMERCIAL USE OF THIS SITE. This land is being purchased with $30 million of taxpayer money. The use 

should be 100% for community needs.  2) at Carlin Springs, put fields over the vehicle storage and the build a 

permanent middle school on the rest of the property. The County is going to need another middle school in this 

area very soon. You are supposed to be "J"FAC - JOINT. You must be aware of the school capacity crisis and 

upcoming needs. The School Board has requested use of these properties - why aren't you providing any permanent 

school buildings in ANY of your options. You are letting this entire county down.  I am particularly upset that the 

VHC proposal involves tearing down a preschool building (one which my own children attended), and thus results 

in a loss of school seats for the county. x

This is already a very densely traveled and populated area.  The Buck Property is better suited. x land use

This large space sits right in between two public schools - Washington-Lee and Arlington Science Focus school.  

With the overcrowding and desperate need for space for our schools, this seems like it would be a very logical 

location to help ease the over-capacity issues for these two schools.   Why not have W-L expand into the side of 

the Buck lot that is closest to it, and have ASFS use the backside that runs into Hayes Park.  



Also,  while I am a huge lover of green spaces, I feel like adding additional recreational/open space here would be 

senseless considering the area surrounding it has so many green spaces and parks already.   A passive, open space 

does not seem to be the top priority right now for this particular area. x

This option is a little less detrimental to the adjacent community.  In all of the options though – the APS parking 

needs to be as far from the neighborhoods as possible.  The noise pollution from the back-up alarms on the will 

have a large impact on adjacent resi areas.  Given the total disregard to traffic rules adding this much school bus 

traffic to Carlin Springs is a huge burden on public safety along a heavily used pedestrian corridor during the 

school weeks. x

neighborhood 

impact

Too much traffic for Quincy to handle.  Turning part of this valuable and well located land over to a developer is 

risky if the county wants to retain control. If this scenario is chosen, a high wall or other barrier should be built to 

protect the residential neighborhood. x

Trading off part of the Buck site for self storage is idiotic given the needs for new schools. The Buck site is large 

enough to accommodate a new elementary school, which is listed on the slides as a need. This is a site centrally 

located in a densely populated area of the county, which would be ideal for a new elementary school. Similarly, 

the Carlin Springs site is large enough for a new comprehensive high school (including pool and other facilities). 

While I think it might be located too close to Wakefield to be a good location for that, JFAC should think outside 

the box a little bit. Maybe move Kenmore middle school to the Carlin Springs site and put a comprehensive high 

school at the Kenmore site. Or move the Career Center and Arlington Tech program to the Carlin Springs site and 

put a 4th comprehensive high school at the Career Center/Arlington Tech site. There is a huge need for new 

schools, and very little land to build them on. There are opportunities with these sites to address these urgent 

school needs, and the sites are being very poorly used in these scenarios. x land swap schools

Use buck property to expand ASFS x
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We need to expand ASFS to deal with the capacity issues. This is the ONLY viable and great solution to solving a 

capacity crisis that is only going to get worse.. x schools

Where is the APS use here, other than bus parking?   No field space or other APS use at the Buck Property?  No 

consideration of a school on the Carlin Springs site?  Why?  With School populations skyrocketing, creating a 

critical need for space that APS does not have, and that the County absolutely must make it a high priority to 

provide, this is a huge flaw that must be addressed!  Also, our kids are far more important than a self-storage 

business. x

While I don't think think we should swap the Buck property for the Arcland property, at least the self-storage is in 

the BACK of the property so it's less visible and we have some space for future needs. x

Why are none of these sites being considered for at least partial APS use - classroom space or field space. 

Particularly with Ed Center having 600-700 more seats and/or a new high school at Kenmore in the future and the 

need to relocate the middle school elsewhere. Buck could accommodate field space and overflow classrooms, 

cafeteria, gym space. Carlin Spribgs could accommodate a new middle school. Please don't sacrifice our students 

for self-storage and bus parking. APS has critical needs that cannot be met with its own land and cooperation with 

the county is essential for the future of our public education system in this county. x schools

Yet again school needs are ignored for more spending on office buildings a storage.  If you need office space, rent 

it.  If you need storage space, put it under a school.    It is absurd when we have so little land to sell/lease some to a 

private storage facility no one needs or wants.  The park space is useless as it just adds slightly to already existing 

parks.  Make actual contributions to this county and put schools in both these locations. x x schools


