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• Site Plan #444 approved 
in 2017

• New construction, 12 
stories, 249 units

• Built 1941
• Site Area 44,727 sq ft
• 3 garden apartment 
buildings 

• 39 units—all one-bedroom 
and studio apartments

QUEENS COURT APARTMENTS
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Rosslyn Heights
6 STORIES + 1 STORY OF 
ABOVE GRADE GARAGE

THE CRESTMONT
5 STORIES

WILSON SCHOOL
5 STORIES

THE ATRIUM
14 STORIES

PRIVATE 
TOWNHOMES
2-3 STORIES

Rosslyn Heights
6 STORIES

PENZANCE
DEVELOPMENT

18 STORIES

QUEENS COURT SETTING



HISTORIC REFERENCES THROUGH 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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• Approved 4.1:
o Resident 

courtyard with 
seating 
elements

o Seat wall clad 
with reclaimed 
brick

o Interpretive 
plaque

• Park & playground 
at SE of site will 
be County-owned
• Fence between 

courtyard and 
public park 



INTERPRETIVE PLAQUE SETTING
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* Plantings and site furniture 
are conceptual only

Approximate location of plaque



RED BRICK REFERENCES

References in new building
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• Plaque concept – 4.1 approval states that plaque will mount onto 
reclaimed brick at seat wall

• Landscape design abutting park/playground calls for a metal fence 
that would separate public view from brick-mounted plaque.  



PLAQUE THEMES & WORDING
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Prominent historic architecture

Massing, materials and architectural style

A contributing property among Arlington’s garden apartment 
complexes. These were unique and innovative for their time

Honoring the Garden Apartment Movement: Attractively planned residential 
communities for people of moderate means



PLAQUE DESIGN
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High pressure laminate



Honoring the Garden Apartment Movement:
Attractively planned residential communities for people of moderate means

(1) Aerial photo, undated.

(2) 1959 Sanborn Map 

(3) Building grouping, 2018.

(4) Architectural details, 2018. 

Queens Court was built 1941; Architect was Joseph O. Blair; Builder 

was Edward T. Lindner. 

Significant design features: Garden apartment design and layout; 

decorative window and brick details; entrance canopies; mature trees, 

open courtyard, and green spaces 

THIS SIGN WAS ERECTED IN 2021 BY THE ARLINGTON PARTNERSHIP FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Built in 1941 on this site, the original Queens Court was a contributor in a pivotal era of  apartment 

construction in Arlington County, that was shaped by economic, social, and political forces of  national scope. This 

influential period in multi-family housing design delivered prototypes for the Depression and World War II-era Federal 

Housing Administration as it sought to perfect national standards and guidelines for multi-family housing across the 

country. During this period 1936-1954, Arlington was preeminent in the construction of  garden apartments.

The Colonial Revival style was commonly used, and could be seen in Queens Court’s modest, attractive 

ornamentation around the windows, entrances, dentil molding and quoins. The era’s building design and site planning 

addressed social needs of  prospective residents and the financing requirements controlling construction. Interior plans 

and building configurations were consistent with design principles promoted by the FHA: improved air and light 

circulation, landscaped outdoor common spaces, and cost-effective construction.

The garden apartment movement addressed the tremendous need to provide adequate housing for moderate-

income residents. The affordable housing shortage remains a chronic problem. Delivered in 2021, the new Queens 

Court increased the number of  rental homes on site from 39 to 249, reflecting the County’s sustained commitment to 

supporting economic diversity and inclusion.



• 2’2” 

• 2’ 10”

Known history:
–Built 1941
–Architect was Joseph O. Blair
–Builder was Edward T. Lindner

Significant features:
–Garden apartment design and layout
–Decorative window and brick details
–Entrance canopies
–Mature trees, open courtyard, and green spaces 
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