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Arlington County Tenant Landlord Commission Meeting Notes 

      December 12.12.2018 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth, Kristin Clegg, Kendon Krause, Chair, Kirit Mookerjee, Michael 

Campbell, Matthew Whitfield, Esq. Absent: Zachary Butler, Bismah Ahmed, Christopher Bruno 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Kendon Krause, Chair  

Public Comment – Mr. Belinskiy provided a handout to members, highlighting his concern about the 

Best Western site Plan and the requirement by the Special Affordable Housing Planning District (SAHPD) 

to provide affordable housing on a one to one ratio. In response to Commissioner Mookerjee request 

for how to address his concern, he suggested that at the Commission’s January meeting, the developer 

be invited to provide information on the replacement units for current tenants as part of the relocation 

plan. He also commented that according to the Zoning Ordinance, 60% AMI is defined as low and 

moderate-income, however there appears to be a redefinition using 80% AMI and whether this can be 

clarified. 

Meeting Meetings were reviewed and accepted by a motion moved by Michael Campbell and seconded 

by Kristin Clegg. 

Current Business  

Chair, Krause referred to the minutes with regard to making a recommendation for an increase in the 

County’s Housing grant to help seniors and children with families, since rent costs have been increasing. 

Staff advised that information will be collected and a staff presentation from DHS and County staff 

should first be done to inform a budget recommendation to the County Manager. 

Update on the Odyssey – Chair, Krause requested and update from staff, Eric Timar. The situation with 

regard to the developer seeking to avoiding meeting his obligation to maintain affordable rents for 21 

CAFs in the project was recounted. Eric updated members on the letter sent by the Housing Division to 

the County Attorney seeking to enforce compliance with the agreement. He indicated that residents 

with housing subsidies may have varying options with regard to the higher rent payments. There was 

some discussion whether the Tenant Landlord Commission could or should take any action to bring 

attention to this matter and the developer. It was agreed that the matter should be monitored for the 

action to be taken by the County Attorney’s Office and as more information becomes available, the 

Commission can determine what action it can pursue. Staff will keep the Commission informed. 

Chair, Krause informed members that she would be stepping down as Commission Chair and that 

Commissioner MacBeth will assume the position. Chair, Krause will continue as Vice Chair until the 

appointment is made official. 

2019 Work Plan 

The following were discussed as potential work plan items: 

• Code enforcement should be re -engage to give an update on the status on improvement to  

data collection and if there are any  regular reports that may be useful to the Commission. 



• Data collection currently includes a tally of calls on a monthly basis, however this data is limited 

since it cannot give trends, or patterns in the complaints received. Commission would like an 

update on the new data system that the County has been pursuing. Staff advised that phase I of 

the new system would be in place early 2019.  

• Information and topics from the landlord perspective have been useful in the past and this 

should be continued. For example, the discussion about Section 8 vouchers and why landlords 

are reluctant to participant in the program. Commissioners Clegg and Campbell indicated their 

willingness to contribute in preparing presentations as needed. 

Commissioner MacBeth had several topics which he suggested could form a work plan and that he 

would like to map out several topics for the year and would like to involve individual Commissioners. 

These wouldbe topics that could inform policy and would be ongoing discussions when there were no 

relocation plans for consideration. The following were suggested: 

• Housing discrimination based on criminal record and source of income- 

• Tenant forum with opportunities for collaboration with Housing and CDCAC Commissions 

• Evictions - follow up with leaders at local and state level and recommend and review changes in 

proposed legislation 

• The Commission will partner with the Housing Division in community discussion on the review of 

the 5-year Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing- a HUD report 

• CDCAC Commission to give presentation on funded programs services/programs needed by 

tenants 

• Commissioner Mookerjee suggested that the Commission stay informed about Amazon and the 

implications for Housing and the County generally. Also expressed the view that there should be 

more involvement and more communication with the Planning Commission and its sub 

committees such as Long- Range Planning and Site Plan Review for housing projects. The 

Housing Conservation District policy was also mentioned. 

• Understanding of the site plan and general land use planning process  

• Review TLC charter for Commission impact, update outreach brochures 

• Housing grants – where budget levels are and advocacy for increase 

• Nicole Harmon of DHS was invited to give suggestions for topics that may affect the work of the 

Commission. She commented that the Section 8 voucher program is undergoing an overhaul by 

HUD to make the process less cumbersome. Discrimination and source of income are interesting 

topics. Eviction conversations with a focus on early intervention is an important topic that DHS 

wants to be a partner with the Commission on, as well as on new tenant forums which are 

upcoming with CPHD.  

Whether a google calendar can be put together to record events and activities. Staff advised of the 

Housing News and Notes newsletter as a current news source. 

Commissioner report/announcements – Commissioner Moorkerjee reminded the meeting that John 

Vistadht was being recognized for his term in office on December 15 at 11 am. Bugata inquired whether 

their quarterly reports will continue to be needed; they were encouraged to continue to report. 

Adjournment - Commissioner MacBeth thanked Chair, Krause for her leadership. The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  


