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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of January 22, 2019 minutes 

 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Budget Overview [DPR Director, Jane Rudolph and Rebecca Schmitt, 
DPR] (7:15-7:45) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on the Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) Letter to the County 
Board (7:45-8:25) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:25-8:30) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (8:30-8:35) 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• The 26/OD Task Force meets biweekly and has therefore met twice since the last 

PRC meeting. The first of these included a presentation by the Donaldson Run 
Neighborhood Association, but otherwise the bulk of time was spent in 
subcommittee work to consider a wide range of options for park features, the 
needs of the county for certain operation functions at the site, the preferences of 
the four neighborhoods surrounding the park, the compatibility of various 
features with the site, and potential design arrangements. The park/open space 
subcommittee and the operations subcommittee provided feedback at the end of 
each meeting. Between these two meetings, task force chair Noah Simon also 
walked the site individually with most of the task force members. While no 
options have yet been eliminated, the consolidation of operational functions in a 
single section and the preservation and enhancement of natural, casual and 
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recreational spaces are generally viewed as initial keys for guiding further task 
force work. The goal is to provide a final report to the board by mid-April. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• Eating healthy, combined with physical activity can help a person live a full, 

active life, preserving independence into old age. 55+ members know this as our 
sports, fitness and wellness programs continue to grow. In fact, last year the 55+ 
wellness programs saw a 30% increase in participation.  In recognition of March 
being National Nutrition Month, the Deputy Secretary for the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Eric Hargan, accompanied by the Administrator and 
Secretary for Aging, Lance Robertson will visit the County’s OSAP Social 60 Café 
at Walter Reed Senior Center on Wednesday, March 6th. Also attending will be 
Robert Blancato, Executive Director of the National Association of Nutrition and 
Aging Services. They will attend an 11 a.m. nutrition program presentation and 
then assist with serving the noon meal and visit with our participants.  

• The Long Bridge Aquatic and Fitness Center Fees Working Group presented the 
proposed fees for the new facility to the Senior Adult Council in January, 
highlighting the membership and drop in fees specifically for seniors. This gave 
the SAC the chance to give any feedback on the proposed fees before it is 
presented to the County Board.  

• On Wednesday, February 27, DPR Finance and Community Recreation Staff will 
meet with the Senior Adult Executive Committee to discuss the proposed 2020 
county budget and any affects it may have on the 55+ Programs.  

• On Wednesday, April 17, from 10 am to noon at Arlington Mill Community 
Center, an Earthfest will be held for all ages of participants to learn about 
composting, recycling, energy efficiency, removal of invasive plants, fitness, 
creative arts with recycled metals, and much more. Stations will include 
representatives from the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, the Arlington Art 
Truck, and more.  

• On Friday, May 17, at Walter Reed Community Center, the Annual 55+ Fitness 
Day will be held. This is a demonstration of available fitness, sports, health and 
wellness activities and programs. All free for anyone 55+. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• Alcova Heights Park Renovations - Phase 1 Design Presentation - Feb 21. 2-19 - 

Community Meeting #2: 
- General design goal: Make park feel more connected. Currently divided by 

8th street. Maintain natural qualities of the Park. 
- Phase 1 - Picnic Area Picnic Shelter, Sand Volleyball Court, Restroom 

renovation, Basketball Count and Lighting. 
- Community Discussion: General agreement with plans presented.  Example 

discussion issues: Fews means to get wood into the proposed fire pit in 
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redesigned picnic area.  Perhaps add rain-garden or drainage feature to 
mitigate run-off from renovated basketball court. 

- Concerned with areas NOT addressed in the plans. Interested in upgrade of 
frequently used informal trail the county uses for Sewer line access.  
Interested in stopping the extreme steam erosion between the Park and 
State Department property.  [This issue is not within the scope of the 
project].  Interested in stopping the State Department shuttle buses from 
idling on 8th street in the Park.  

- Next Steps: Obtain on-line feedback in Feb-March.  Community meeting at 
Arlington Palooza in April. 

 
• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The Joint Facilities Advisory Commission will meet on 2/27 to hear a report which 
evaluates the group's previous recommendations for facility uses at the Buck Site, 
which included fire equipment storage and logistics, an emergency response 
center, a police impoundment lot, and school swing space. 
 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• The final report of the working group presented its results to the Long Bridge 

Park Advisory Committee on 1/31.  The discussions revolved around the 
challenges of providing an equitable set of fees in comparison with the fees in 
other county pools and fitness centers, while minimizing required tax support.  
There was also a discussion about the appropriate set of fees for employees of 
Arlington companies who live outside of Arlington.  The Long Bridge fees 
schedule will be approved under next year's budget.   
 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Haynes/Howell) 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (TBD) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 

• The meeting last week for Plan Lee Highway was to gather information and 
analyze to better understand the needs and wants for those living along Lee 
Highway; information from the tables will help refine the vision of the interest 
groups and county for Lee Highway. 

• Over 200 people attended this meeting at W&L High School, with discussions 
around - walkability, green space, trees, sense of place/ purpose from DC into VA 
for the road, as well as to recognize the historical significance in the community 
of this road. 

• Lee Highway Plan: January 30th Community Forum Kick-off Meeting: 
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- The goal of this meeting was to kick-off the 3-year Lee Highway planning 
process and introduce key leaders of the project (County Staff: Natasha 
Alfonso-Ahmed; Consultants: Ryan Bouma and John Bachmann; Community 
Forum Chair: Paul Holland and Vice Chair: Sandi Chesrown) as well as share 
the project scope, schedule and Community Engagement Approach. 

- The project builds off a grassroots community engagement effort led by the 
Lee Highway Alliance that was documented in the 2016 Visioning Study 
Report. 

- The project will be led by the County through a multi-disciplinary staff team, 
supported by a planning consultant, with a multi-layered engagement 
approach to communicate, consult, involve and collaborate with a broad 
set of stakeholders. 

- The project will analyze existing conditions, establish the vision and develop 
recommendations that are organized around 9 key planning elements 
established in the 2016 visioning study including: Land use, housing, 
transportation, public spaces, building form, height and urban design, 
historic preservation and cultural resources, economic vitality, sustainability 
and public facilities. 

- Timeline is 3 years with Phase I: Gathering Information and Phase II: 
Developing Ideas taking approx. 25 months and Phase III: Drafting the Plan 
and Phase IV: Refining and Plan Adoption lasting approx. 11 months.  

- For more information or to get involved, visit the project website: 
arlingtonva.us/leehighway or contact the planning team at: 
planleehighway@arlingtonva.us or find updates on social media 
@planarlingtonva #planleehwy. 

 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 

• Arlington Education Center Reuse (Sergio Enriquez) 
- No updates. 

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Caroline Haynes) 

• There was a Public Spaces Master Plan advisory committee meeting on Tuesday, 
February 19 where we reviewed the changes to the October 24, 2018 draft. 
Changes were made in response to comments received during the public review 
period, as well as comments received from commissions.  Attached is a summary 
that I prepared with the key changes to the PSMP draft. The advisory committee 
generally supported the changes and commended staff for including changes 
responsive to comments, while maintaining the integrity of the plan.  

• The full document is scheduled to be posted on the county website on 
Wednesday, February 27, and I will forward that link once it is available. 

• The Planning Commission is scheduled to consider the Request to Advertise (RTA) 
at the March 6 meeting, and the RTA will be on the agenda for either the March 
16 or 19 County Board meeting. The Planning Commission is scheduled to 
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consider the plan at either the April 8 or 10 meeting, and County Board 
consideration will be scheduled for either the April 23 or 25 meeting. 

 
• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar Shah) 

- The February 4th meeting was the first scheduled meeting for this project 
before it goes to the Park and Recreation Commission and the Planning 
Commission for final review and discussion. Echoing staff and public 
comment, there was a strong emphasis on preserving the current social and 
community value. Arlington County Community Planning, Housing, and 
Development staff emphasized that after reviewing the proposed central 
courtyard/open space rendering, the space appears publicly inaccessible on 
both the Washington or Kirkwood sides. The rendering depicts low 
lighting/walls on all sides of the open space, making the space appear 
confining, in addition to a depiction of a lack of public access into the open 
space through what it seems a tunnel. Listed below are concerns and 
questions the Park and Recreation Commission have discussed. 
1. What type of social amenities/facilities, barbecue patios, roof top 

common areas, etc. are going to be developed the residents of the 
development? 

2. Suggest the consideration of a more interesting mix of large and small 
trees, allowing the trees a stronger chance of surviving for the long 
term. 

3. Would the applicant consider providing (and staff consider asking as 
part of the community benefit) funds to help develop the proposed open 
space? 

4. With the circulation planned for this block, which will connect the 
building with the burial grounds, this public space will not only benefit 
the community, but the residents of this building.  With the dearth of 
parks close by, the addition of residents to this area should be met with 
assistance to the county in providing necessary public space. 

5. Emphasize that the Commission is interested in knowing more 
regarding streetscape improvements along Washington Blvd at this site, 
as the stretch heading from the Washington Blvd and Kirkwood 
intersection up to Outdoor Adventures is one of the worst stretches for 
bicyclists and pedestrians in the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor. 

6. As Arlington is a prominent dog community and as generally 1/3 of 
residents in newly developed residential buildings own dogs; will a 
private dog walk/relief area be provided in this development, even if 
small? 

7. The landscape plan depicts that there is a central courtyard for the 
building that has trees and/or plantings. Which plants will be planted? 
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Will a particular type of photophilic (high light) and/or photophobic 
(low light) be planted? This is asked because for what is planted, how 
these will thrive given shadowed low lighting that may enter the 
centralized courtyard open space? 

8. Given the dominant glass designs of modern buildings, the Park and 
Recreation Commission and Planning Commission suggests that bird 
friendly design and glass materials be incorporated into any tall building 
project, such as the 1122 N. Kirkwood Residential Project. 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
- No updates. 

 
• Best Western Site (Shruti Kuppa) 

- The consideration of this project, which will provide a contribution for 
enhancements and renovation at Ft. Myer Heights Park, has been pushed 
back a month or two.   
  

• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

• Long Bridge Aquatic Center Fees were discussed 
• POPS LOS Discussion 

- Discussion of gathering casual space usage statistics 
- Discussion about the sports organizations documenting the possible 

programs they could implement if there was a larger inventory of field 
space 

• Discussion about the current conditions of the fields in the county and 
understanding how DPR grades the various fields and allocates resources for 
maintenance, remediation, and improvements.  Possible effort to review and 
inventory the field conditions to determine if there are issues that DPR needs to 
address. 

• Girls on the Run is looking for an opportunity to find a sponsor to enable it to 
serve underserved children.  Discussion ensued over its gender specific nature and 
how to make it less gender specific.  Costs are $22-$125 per participant to cover 
the lessons, the coaches, and the end of the season 5K race. 

• Diamond field report – adding new batting cages at Greenbrier; original budget 
was 10K; requesting the budget be increased to 30K to do proper cages with turf 
and better safety aspects. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• The January UFC meeting included two primary agenda items:  First, Richard 

Viola provided the draft bicycle element of the Master Transportation Plan. This 
was the same presentation as received at PRC. A discussion followed on lighting, 
prioritization, the effectiveness of the environmental review process, and 
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integrating natural resources as a positive component in the plan. Similar to PRC, 
the commission discussed a range of concerns and clarifications, and there was 
unanimous approval to do an advisory letter to address recreation and natural 
resource connections, natural routes being treated differently from commuter 
routes, lighting and prioritization, and varying widening of trails, depending on 
need. 

• The second item was an update on the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance 
Manual, presented by Urban Forester Vincent Verweij. The presentation can be 
found on the UFC page at:  https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/urban-forestry-
commission-ufc/ufc-past-meetings/.  A conversation followed clarifying the role 
of this document, species selection, and appropriate mulching specifications. Mr. 
Verweij plans to re-share a previous presentation on the effectiveness of the 
Ordinance, and will share new statistics in future meetings. 

 
 
Other Business (8:35-8:55) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
• Review of the PRC Charge 
• Update/Status on 2018 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award (Shruti Kuppa) 

 
 
Next Meeting: March 26, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 

https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/urban-forestry-commission-ufc/ufc-past-meetings/
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/urban-forestry-commission-ufc/ufc-past-meetings/

