
Urban Forestry Commission 

December 20, 2018 

Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Nora Palmatier, Chair 

Paul Campanella 

Evelio Rubiella 

Steve Campbell 

Sherry Frear 

Phil Klingelhofer 

Brian Keane 

Caroline Haynes 

 

 

County and State Staff 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Gerald Brandt, APS 

 

Guests 

Dean Amel 

John Vihstadt 

Liz Kirby 

Roy Gamse 

Connie Ericson 

 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

This was the last Commission meeting for Paul Campanella and Steve Campbell. Kate Donahue 

has joined the Commission. 

Public Comment 

John Vihstadt spoke to talk about his experience as the county board liaison. New Liaisons will 

be announced on January 2. Boardmember Vihstadt spoke about difficulties coming up with the 

County in 2019, with budget and development pressures, in relationship to the Urban Forestry 

Master Plan (UFMP) and Natural Resources Management Plan (NRMP) update. 

The Chair thanked board member Vihstadt for his involvement in the Commission. 

Connie Ericson spoke about a letter sent to the County Board, regarding the update to the Public 

Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) update. Ms. Ericson expressed concern about the impact of 

constructed spaces, and lack of inclusion of the 2016 ETC Institute assessment. Additionally, she 

expressed concern that priority ranking is only for level of service targets, and natural resources 

may suffer. Ms. Ericson asked to elevate the UFMP and NRMP to be peers with the PSMP. 

Letters were shared with the commission. 

Roy Gamse spoke about his concern on the lack of criteria on lights installation in the PSMP 

update, and their damage to trees and tree canopy. Mr. Gamse asked the commission to look at 

this issue and comment on this topic. 

Liz Kirby spoke about living across the street from Discovery School. Ms. Kirby brought a list of 

wildlife in the neighborhood. 

 



POPS (Planning our Public Spaces) Final Draft Discussion – Caroline Haynes 

Commissioner Haynes spoke about the history of the POPS process, and continuity. At the time 

of the meeting, the comment period was closed, but additional comments from the Commission 

can be sent to the advisory group. 

Dean Amel, the representative for the Commission (ex-oficio) to the POPS process gave an 

overview of the plan.  

A discussion followed regarding field lighting specifications, quantifying nature, the E2C2 letter 

on the process, prioritizing preserving natural areas, biophilic cities, green walls, mountain 

biking, in-fill and site plan development. 

Commissioner Keane volunteered to write up comments on behalf of the Commission, to reflect 

the discussion, and using the suggested comments provided by Commissioner Haynes. 

Budget discussion and letter – Nora Palmatier 

The Chair suggested letters are usually submitted after a budget is proposed by the County 

Manager. It was decided the Commission wait to send a letter until more information is 

available. 

Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan Subcommittee – Vincent Verweij 

Mr. Verweij asked the Commission for suggestions on the shape of a potential composition of 

the steering committee for the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan update. 

The Chair expressed concern about the lack of the words “urban forestry” in the title of the 

update. 

The commission expressed a preference for a more expedient process, with a committee of 

around 6-10 members, and to use a contractor familiar with managing tough meetings. A 4 hour 

forum with targeted topics, similar to a process used for the Community Energy Plan, was 

suggested as an option for outreach. 

Mr. Verweij requested the commission send any other ideas for composition and process to him, 

to help shape the process. 

Commission Infrastructure – Nora Palmatier 

There was a discussion on the role of the Board. The Chair discussed the importance to the board 

of the letters drafted by the Commission. Reference was also made to the 2014 Advisory Group 

Handbook that underscores how advisory groups set the tone for “civic participation” and 

provide the venue for “constructive engagement on issues that matter for all Arlingtonians.” 

It was suggested to add the Arlington Tree Action Group as a reported item on the Agenda. 

 



October Minutes and Commission Infrastructure (Work Plan, Annual Report, 

Memberships) 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 

For the Work plan, it was suggested to move the update to the master plan to the top, changing 

ACE to EcoAction, and add “guide the implementation of the updated Public Spaces Master 

Plan.” 

For the Annual Report, Sherry Frear offered to write the report, and integrate it with an updated 

Work Plan, to be approved in January. 

Staff Reports - (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

 

By-right single-family homes 

• 39 new single-family home projects were reviewed by Aftab Hussain, with support from 

other staff. 

• More projects are reducing tree impact, by reducing limits of disturbance, after staff 

comments 

 

Planting: 

• All of the park trees, with the exception of McCoy Park, have been planted.  A total of 

258 trees. 

• All of the trees in the Northwest quadrant of Arlington should be finished by the end 

of the month.  A total of 138 trees, with an overall total of 391 trees.  Over halfway 

completed.  

• Once the NW list is planted, our contractor will begin planting the Northeast quadrant. 

• Our tree planting coordinator, Andrew Knapik, is working on completing the Spring 

2019 Tree Planting list. 

• Lowell St, a tree formerly home to some under-loved sweetgums, is getting replanted 

with appropriate species, in early 2019 

 

Operations 

• Forestry staff is reviewing and responding to approximately 30 resident correspondences 

pertaining to County trees per week. The maintenance workload remains high, but new 

requests are lower, and we are able to catch up from the summer’s workload. 

• Adam Lipera met with several local historic district residents regarding tree preservation 

and removal. 

• Adam Lipera is inspecting County-treated ash trees in preparation for re-treatment this 

Spring.  

 

 

 



Planning: 

• Staff met with CPHD staff, to understand the Housing Conservation District goals, and 

work to communicate potential impacts to forestry. 

• Forestry staff and DES are working on improvements to the Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Guidance Manual, an administrative manual guiding the preservation and 

planting of trees on private projects. Staff intends to present these changes at a future 

meeting, as they get finalized. 

 

Site Plans: 

• Market Common Clarendon – Pre-construction meeting was held for the demolition 

plan. Tree protection installation and demolition has not yet started. Developers have 

secured a project arborist to crown prune the willow oaks along Edgewood to make room 

for work on the façade of the building. The third submission Civil Engineering Plan is 

under review. Met with engineers and county reviewers to discuss comments and answer 

questions. 

• West Rosslyn –Landscape Plan was approved.  

• 6711 Lee Highway – First submission Landscape Plan is under review. 

• The Gables (Three Oaks Park) – Project arborist worked with builders to explore 

locations for the boardwalk piers around the large red oak that was preserved. The roots 

were excavated via air space to find locations that would minimize disturbance to roots. 

• 600 N Glebe Rd/Harris Teeter – Final site plan was submitted and county reviewers 

met to discuss concerns. Urban forestry is primarily concerned about preserving the two 

large willow oaks (1 onsite, 1 offsite) on the N Thomas St side of the project. Developers 

are proposing preservation, but we are encouraging thoughtful design that would avoid 

impact to these two trees. 

• 2138 S Nelson - Met with engineers and county reviewers to discuss first submission 

comments and answer questions. 

• Verizon Site project by LCOR – Preliminary submission for a new 18-story residential 

building with 285 units and over 12,000 sf of retail. Staff met to discuss comments. 

Urban Forestry is asking for more tree planting, as the proposed plans lack tree canopy. 

• 4707 Columbia Pike – Inspected street trees and tree pits for Columbia Pike and 

Buchanan Street before installation. 

• 1731 N Veitch Street – Concept plan is being reviewed for the construction of seven 

townhomes.  This property is part of the Colonial Village Phased Development Site Plan 

(PDSP). 

 

 

 

 

 



Parks 

• Long Bridge – Contractor is grading the site. Tree preservation in compliance with the 

plan. 

• Lubber Run – Community Center building has been demolished. Tree preservation in 

compliance with plan. Lubber Run Playground design still in discussion, but the proposed 

trees in tot lot will be relocated elsewhere on site.  

• McCoy – Construction started in late November. Several limbs on mulberry tree 

overhanging construction site to be pruned. 

• Dawson Terrace – Slight modification to footers for play tower suggested, but will not 

greatly impact surrounding trees. Options still being explored. 

• Bluemont Tennis Courts – Staff met to brainstorm design ideas and wants. 

• Alcova Heights – Staff met to discuss design proposed by architect. Very little tree 

impact is expected.  

  

DES & NC Projects 

• Washington Blvd Bike Trail – Project was completed and all trees have been planted. 

• 15th St N + Clarendon Blvd (Pork chop) – Project was completed and all trees have been 

planted.  

• Lacey Woods Streetscape – Construction will wrap up last week in December with final 

walk through to follow.   

• Salt Dome – Temporary structure is up and old salt dome de-construction will occur soon. 

• Sparrow Pond –Reviewing the 30% proposed designs, project schedule, and maintenance 

agreements with DES staff.  

• N Lexington Rd + 8th Rd N Improvements – Met with DES staff and resident on 

proposed traffic calming and sidewalk improvements for N Lexington Rd + 8th Rd N. One 

privately-owned tree could be impacted with the proposed conceptual design.  

 

Other 

• Adam Lipera is on the 26th & Old Dominion staff working group, which helps support the 

County Board appointed task force. Adam Lipera attended the site walk through with staff 

working group, task force, and community members on Saturday, December 1.  

• Adam Lipera, with Laura Hassell and Christ Willett (our stormwater specialist) attended 

several continuing education webinars, on tree preservation, structural soils, and Emerald 

Ash Borer. 

• Vincent Verweij attended a Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments meeting on 

Financing Urban Forestry. It was interesting to see the level of financial burdens of 

different organizations throughout the region, from needing funding for maintenance, to 

funding planting and preservation review. 

• Staff attended Crisis Prevention training 

• We are all preparing for snow season!  



• 25 Right-of-way permits were reviewed  

• Staff worked with the USFS to facilitate an i-Tree Eco workshop for the ACES 

conference, in Crystal City. Trees were tagged to analyze the monetary value they provided 

to the site. 

• The Tree City USA application was filed, with the application for the Growth Award, 

celebrating our new planting standards. 

 

Specimen and Champion trees 

• One specimen tree will be submitted to the County Board for review in early 2019. This 

tree is a healthy American Elm, regularly treated by its owner. 

• Adam Lipera is working to update our champion tree list, in our inventory, and on our 

website. 

 

November staff reports: 

 

4.1 Site Plans and Use Permits: 

 

1. Market Common Clarendon – Demolition plan was approved and pre-construction 

meeting is set for this week. Civil Engineering Plan is still under review. 

2. West Rosslyn – 2nd submission Landscape Plan is under review.  

3. Ballston Quarter – The rest of the street trees (along Glebe Rd) were inspected and 

approved for first partial CO. 

4. 3445 Washington Blvd (American Legion) – Reviewed 1st submission and sent 

comments. Urban forestry’s primary concern is that the tree planting falls far short of 

reaching the 25% tree canopy goal as laid out in the Washington Blvd/Kirkwood Rd 

Special GLUP Study 

5. 6711 Lee Highway – Met with engineers and other county staff to discuss first 

submission comments. Staff is working to reduce impact to park trees. 

6. 1700 Jefferson Davis Hwy (Marriott Crystal Gateway) – 2nd submission was reviewed 

and comments sent. 

7. The Gables (Three Oaks Park) - A couple of on-site meetings to discuss protection of 

large  red oak during installation of wall and boardwalk. A project arborist from Care of 

Trees will oversee the project and keep me updated. 

8. Crystal Houses III: This project submitted an entirely new preliminary site plan. Staff 

has to re-evaluate tree impact, as more buildings are proposed in this submission. 

9. Best Western: Working with neighboring residents to improve the garage on the site, to 

be more natural. Currently, a green roof is proposed, and staff may work with the 

applicant to consider tree planting on this roof. 

10. Rosslyn Holiday Inn: a Rosslyn project, proposing to use some public open space to 

install stormwater and utility infrastructure. Staff is working to reduce impact to this 

space, and to ensure trees can be planted there. The project also proposes a large treed 

roof plaza. 



  

Parks 

• Lubber Run – Pre-construction meetings were held on 8/29/2018 and 10/31/2018. Site 

clearing is underway and tree protection measures is going up in stages.  

• Banneker – Reviews are ongoing and reforestation and tree replacements are currently 

being discussed with PDD. 

• Henry Clay – Reviews ongoing with last internal review on 11/1/2018. 

• Rosslyn Highlands – Reviews ongoing with last internal review on 11/1/2018. 

• Gunston Diamond Field – Tree protection and E&S controls are installed.  

• Powhatan Springs Skate Park – French drain was installed and was hand dug to 

prevent tree damage.  

 

By-right Plan review: 

 

1. Staff is working with a builder to preserve the county champion Sweetgum on a by-right 

new construction site that is currently under review. 

2. Assisting with by-right LDA plan review. 

3. Attending all pre-construction meetings for single family projects and conducting follow-

up inspections for sites with tree preservation or significant offsite trees.  

4. Conducting Certificate of Occupancy inspections and follow up inspections for single 

family projects. 

 

Tree planting: 

 

1. The Fall 2018 planting has begun.  The contractor started planting on Tuesday, 

November 13, at Woodlawn Park.  Once the north side is complete they will move to the 

south side of Arlington. 

2. On Wednesday, November 14, the tree planting coordinator and some Tree Stewards 

began planting saplings at Benjamin Banneker Park as part of a grant from the Virginia 

Department of Forestry.  They will also be planting on November 16 at Banneker and 

November 19 at Bluemont Park.  A total of 885 saplings will be planted.  

DES & NC Projects 

3. Washington Blvd Bike Trail – Project is ahead of schedule. Tree plantings will be 

finished on 11/14/2018. Additional trees will be planted in Towers Park.  

4. Clark Street Bridge – Construction is underway. 

5. Columbia Pike – Construction is underway. This is a multi-year project. 

6. 15th St N + Clarendon Blvd (Pork chop) – Construction is underway and is wrapping up.  

7. NC Project: 23rd St S – Tree protection has been installed, but there is very minimal tree 

impact for this project. Construction is wrapping up.  

8. Ballston Pond – Currently reviewing plans internally with DPR and DES staff.  



9. Lacey Woods Streetscape – Construction is underway, and tree impact was lessened due 

to changing LOD during several field meetings.   

10. Arlington Ridge Road Watermain – Construction is underway.  

 

Champion trees: 

1. Staff found the following trees, either from tips, or stumbling across them: 

a. A county champion American Chestnut in Lubber Run Park. It is about 42 feet 

tall, and 26 inches circumference (8 inches diameter). This is an impressive size 

for this species, given it’s almost extinct in natural woods. 

b. A new county champion Dawn Redwood was identified on private property. 

Operations 

• Staff  is reviewing and responding to approximately 30 resident correspondences 

pertaining to County trees per week.  

 

Outreach: 

1. Filming was completed for the Tree PSA, and staff hopes to see a great video to help 

communicate the values of trees to developers, soon. 

2. Staff is researching the demographics in low tree canopy area, to maximize outreach to 

different stakeholder groups. 

 

Other: 

1. Laura Hassell attended a seminar about structural soil at Wetland Studies and Solutions, 

and the Trees Matter Symposium in Silver Spring 

2. Adam Lipera reviewed one application for Specimen Tree designation.  

3. Staff attended DPR Crisis Prevention Intervention training. 

4. Adam Lipera is on the 26th & Old Dominion staff working group, which helps support the 

County Board appointed task force.  

 

Commission Member Reports (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes 

Community Housing and Planning Department staff Kris Krider and Laura Shaub presented on 

biophilic cities to the Group. 

Park and Recreation Commission – David Howell 

DPR Director Jane Rudolph presented information on the upcoming FY 2020 DPR budget 

situation, and some orientation to how DPR budgets are structured. The presentation has been 

posted to the main PRC webpage on the following link (under “2018 Meeting Schedule” within 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2018%2F11%2FFY2020-DPRBudget_Presentation_112718-1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7Ce3e622e8ef8f48e9180308d66140090c%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636803324994941660&sdata=6%2Fz7RgTrNV4mBEtQsXtk3%2B82LhFj05lr7EIFXVeds9Q%3D&reserved=0


the November “Meeting Materials”). The PRC is preparing a letter in response to the anticipated 

budget cuts. 

Irena Lazic, DPR, provided an update and brief presentation on the Plan for Our Places and 

Spaces (POPS) process (update to the existing Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP)).  The 

discussion period that followed revolved around questions and comments, including natural 

resources and specificity within the updated POPS document and a reminder regarding how the 

PRC may provide more thorough comments through the existing, online portal.  The presentation 

has been posted to the main PRC webpage on the following link (under “2018 Meeting 

Schedule” within the November “Meeting Materials) 

Ritch Viola, DES, provided a presentation on the Master Transportation Plan (MTP) Bicycle 

Element update of the plan.  The presentation has been posted to the main PRC webpage on the 

following link (under “2018 Meeting Schedule” within the November “Meeting Materials). The 

Commission agreed to produce a letter of support for the plan. 

 

Planning our Public Spaces – Caroline Haynes 

See discussion in agenda item above. 

Planning activities 

Housing Conservation District Working Group  

No report 

 

Arlington Hospital 

No report. To be removed from list. 

Old Dominion and 26th St Site planning 

Dec. 1, TF and neighbors joined staff for a walk-through of the 7.6 acre site at Old Dominion 

and 26th; helpful in assessing the topography of the lot (uneven; precipitous in places). 

Dec. 6, TF meeting presentations: 1) DES on environmental considerations, and 2) Marymount 

U., introduced the idea of a NCAA soccer field. In the 15 minutes of public comment, neighbors 

asked staff to use the term county "wants" rather than "needs" to describe options presented, i.e. 

whether to add a break/training room; admin office; chain room (to put chains on tires); or other 

options. Neighbors asked that the site not be "industrialized," and to mitigate actions that 

worsens traffic that's already terrible. Full meeting notes at the comprehensive web site below. 

JFAC will speak at the Dec. 20 meeting. 

Note: A consulting firm has been designated to provide maps and other resources to best inform 

TF deliberations. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2018%2F11%2FPOPS-PRC_Presentation_112718.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7Ce3e622e8ef8f48e9180308d66140090c%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636803324994951670&sdata=68ctjtPA8q3WlgPMwtXcUoco3ozqRcr1akTpidjuOwk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2018%2F11%2FMTP-BikeElement_Presentation_112718.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7Ce3e622e8ef8f48e9180308d66140090c%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636803324994951670&sdata=d2HUO8w5WDaCxODddmLz7sKpdlTwJ1PF9SvLxrETyds%3D&reserved=0


In January, the Task Force will meet January 10 and 24, 7 p.m. Rowley Hall, Marymount U. 

A Community Forum will be held Saturday, January 12 from 10 to noon at the Central 

Library Auditorium.  

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/26th-street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-

planning-task-force/ 

Tree Stewards – Kate Donahue 

Tree Care Activities: Tree Stewards completed four pruning/invasive removal sessions at 

Chestnut Hills Park, and two sessions at Kenmore Middle School.  

Tree Plantings: More than 250 bareroot saplings were planted by Tree Stewards and trainees in 

Ben Banneker Park the week prior to Thanksgiving. Unfortunately, the weather caused the 

cancellation of the Bluemont planting. 

The Annual Meeting was held December 9, and a new Board of Directors was elected. Naomi 

Pena is the new President for 2019 and will serve with a Board of eight officers and at-large 

members. 

Upcoming Tree Steward Events: 

Tree Anatomy for Tree Stewards (CE) 

Tuesday, Jan. 8, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St., Arlington, Room 100 

Guest speaker: Jim McGlone, Urban Forest Conservationist, VDOF 

 

Training Resumes 

Module 2 covers pruning and winter tree ID and will run from January 12 through March 3. 

Several new trainees will join the class. 

Tree Seminars/Education 

Winter Solstice Field Trip & Hooley (CE) 

Sunday, Dec. 23, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Chapman State Park, Charles County, MD 

Free. No registration. 

Sponsors: Maryland Native Plant Society, Virginia Native Plant Society Potowmack Chapter, 

Botanical Society of Washington, Mattawoman Watershed Society 

Leaders: Rod Simmons, Bonnie Bick, Mary Farrah, and Robin Firth 
 

For more information on many of the above items, and others, please visit the TreeStewards 

website at: 

https://treestewards.org/2018/10/16/branching-out-fall-2018/ 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.arlingtonva.us%2Fprojects%2F26th-street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-planning-task-force%2F&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C5728dfef47d744d394f508d66530e1d6%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636807657970744815&sdata=MmQRrV1P5Twrrqf1IoBjW4ll2koimO1wN%2BAmyVOCXqY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.arlingtonva.us%2Fprojects%2F26th-street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-planning-task-force%2F&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C5728dfef47d744d394f508d66530e1d6%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636807657970744815&sdata=MmQRrV1P5Twrrqf1IoBjW4ll2koimO1wN%2BAmyVOCXqY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftreestewards.org%2F2018%2F10%2F16%2Fbranching-out-fall-2018%2F&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C6d0f5b32af1e4e84f03908d639e4a228%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636760051480504222&sdata=COeHIx771zFiHXoLoDr72C4%2FVi7QjIl0c3GrwSL2vd8%3D&reserved=0


Nearly all 300+ trees are planted, with the weather the biggest barrier. Steve Campbell has been 

monitoring the planting and tree specimens for future recommendations. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 

 

Planning for early spring.  Just held very informative conference in Waynesboro attended by 

UFC members Nora, Kit and Jim McGlone. Learned that wood chip mulch in the answer to most 

poor tree environments. 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commission – Phil Klingelhofer 

Commissioner Klingelhofer noted that the Maximum limit for projects considered under 

Neighborhood Conservation will be $500,000 It was expressed that this may be an opportunity 

for other projects, involving natural resources. Commissioner Haynes noted that this may help 

casual use parks. 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 

 

No report 

 

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone 

No report 

Arlington Public Schools – Gerald Brandt 

Schools are working with Tree Stewards to prune trees on their property.  

Virginia Cooperative Extension – Kirsten Ann Conrad 

No report 

New Business 

A letter to encourage the Community Energy Plan to continue supporting trees over solar power 

access was suggested. 

The Chair spoke about Arlington Career Center project, which appears to not have a high tree 

impact. 

Commissioner Klingelhofer updated on Neighborhood Conservation.  

Next Meeting 

January 26, 2019, Courthouse Plaza – Room 311 


