
QUEENS COURT APARTMENTS  An Ear ly  Solut ion to  Affordable  Housing

Garden Apar tments in  Ar l ington Queens Cour t  Apar tments

THIS SIGN WAS ERECTED IN 2021 BY THE ARLINGTON PARTNERSHIP FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND IS PLACED ON BRICKS SALVAGED FROM THE ORIGINAL BUILDINGS.

Garden apartments represent the involvement, support, and 
encouragement of the federal government in housing reform in the 
mid-1930s through the mid-1950s. The Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), urban planners, and housing reformers responded to undesirable 
tenement housing and the crippling housing shortage by developing 
nationwide standards for multi-family apartments for workers and 
families of moderate means. The availability of cheaper, suburban land in 
Arlington, coupled with the rapid increase of population due to an influx 
of federal workers for New Deal programs and World War II, made the 
County a testing ground for garden apartment construction. Developers 
utilized innovative construction methods and standardization to 
minimize costs. The buildings provided the benefits of modern, efficient 
floor-plans with improved air and light circulation in attractively planned 
residential communities with landscaped courtyards and open spaces. 
Garden apartment complexes consist of at least three buildings, but 
large complexes often feature dozens of buildings.

Colonel Edward T. Lindner, a local real estate developer, constructed the 
now-demolished Queens Court Apartments in 1941. Lindner hired architect 
Joseph O. Blair, a resident of Arlington, to design the garden apartment 
complex. Blair placed the three buildings in a U-shaped footprint to create an 
internal courtyard that provided the residents a serene setting separated from 
automobile traffic. Interior pathways, canopy trees, shrubbery, flower beds, 
and lawns augmented the landscape. Typical of garden apartment design, 
the three-story buildings consisted of concrete block construction veneered 
with brick, flat roofs, and limited ornamentation including flared copper 
entrance canopies, brick quoins, and dentilated belt courses. While smaller in 
scale, Queens Court Apartments featured the same design principles utilized 
at larger garden apartment complexes such as the nearby Colonial Village.

APAH demolished the Queens Court Apartments in 2019. The new Queens 
Court Apartments, built in 2021, continue to provide affordable housing 
to Arlington residents and honor the history of the site by retaining the 
complex’s original name.
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