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February 11, 2019 
 
Re: Urban Forestry Commission comments on the draft Bicycle Element of the Master 
Transportation Plan 
 
Dear Chair Dorsey, 
 
The Arlington County Urban Forestry Commission appreciates the opportunity to offer 
the following comments on the draft Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation 
Plan presented to the Commission at its meeting on January 24, 2019. 
 
1) We commend the efforts of county staff and the working group to engage with 

Arlington’s communities in the development of a Bicycle Element that will provide 
riders with more protected routes and an expanded multi-modal transportation 
network. 
 

2) We are concerned, however, that the current draft Bicycle Element fails to consider 
other existing County policies, such as the Natural Resources Management Plan, 
concerning the preservation of existing natural areas and will negatively impact 
Arlington’s tree canopy as a result. The draft element views biking, and the 
county’s bike routes, too exclusively as a means of transportation and does not 
sufficiently consider the bike routes as a form of recreation and as a part of the 
county’s open and natural spaces. As such, the Bike Element of the Master 
Transportation plan is inconsistent with the preferences of Arlington residents 
identified in the county-wide survey taken in preparation of the update of the 
Public Spaces Master Plan where 64% of Arlington County residents indicated that 
“they would support maintaining and preserving existing trees and natural areas – 
the highest rated improvement to the parks and recreation system,” which includes 
secondary bike routes.  
 

3) We strongly recommend that the Bicycle Element be amended to include specific 
policy statements and project selection and design criteria to align it with the policy 
goals of the Natural Resources Management Plan, and the proposed update to the 

Public Spaces Master Plan. This would include a policy statement on the value of 
preserving the natural character of bike routes identified in the draft Public Spaces 
Master Plan as secondary multi-use and connecting trails.  

 
4) Two projects identified in Appendix D, Bikeway Facility Projects, are proposed to be 

constructed within Natural Resource Conservation Areas (NRCAs), and hence, are 
incompatible with the objectives of the NRCAs. We recommend that the projects 
identified as 2-24, Claremont to Four-Mile Run Connection and 2-26 
Glencarlyn/Hospital Trail be eliminated from the list of proposed projects. 
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5) Due to the current narrow focus of the plan, we are particularly concerned that the 
following specific features of the Bicycle Element will have negative impacts on the 
county’s natural areas and urban canopy.  
 
a) Widening and hardening of secondary and connecting trails and trails 

through existing parks and natural spaces. To be consistent with the Natural 
Resources Management Plan and the Public Spaces Master Plan, widening and 
hardening should be avoided in natural areas. We recommend specific language 
to this effect in sections covering project selection and prioritization. Moreover, 
we recommend that the Bicycle Element also treat widening and hardening of 
routes outside natural areas as an opportunity to add to the urban canopy by 
encouraging, or even requiring, tree planting along these routes.  
 

b) Lighting bike routes. Again, to be consistent with the Natural Resources 

Management Plan and the Public Spaces Master Plan, lighting along routes in 
natural areas should be avoided. We recommend specific language to this effect 
in the section covering project design. While we recognize the value of lighting 
as a means of making biking safer for Arlington’s riders and pedestrians, we 
would note that affordable lighting technology for riders has advanced 
significantly in recent years. Most riders using bike routes for commuting now 
have their own powerful lights, thus reducing the need for trail light which 
would change the character of the country’s natural spaces and trails.  

 
 
The Commission would be happy to work with county staff to make these changes to 
the draft Bicycle Element before it is finalized. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Phil Klingelhofer, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
 
cc: Richard Viola, Department of Environmental Services  


