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Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission (ZOCO)  
Meeting Summary 
January 30, 2019 

 
Planning Commissioners in attendance:   
Daniel Weir (Chair, ZOCO) 
Nancy Iacomini 
Kathleen McSweeney 
Devanshi Patel 
James Schroll 
Jane Siegel 
Sara Steinberger 
 
Staff in attendance:  
Nick Rogers, Principal Planner, CPHD 
Kim Vacca, Associate Planner, CPHD 
Deborah Warren, Deputy Director, DHS 
 
Child Care Initiative Presentation.   
Kim Vacca presented the staff recommendation for several Zoning Ordinance amendments 
intended to eliminate land use barriers for child care in Arlington County. Ms. Vacca’s 
presentation covered the following recommendations:  
 

• Updates to how child care uses are defined in Article 18, which would amend the 
existing family day care home definition and establish a new child care center definition, 
the latter of which to be used for all center-based programs; 

• Create a new definition for day camps, which will clarify in the Zoning Ordinance that 
temporary summer camps are classified as short-term uses instead of special 
exceptions requiring County Board use permit approval;  

• Increasing the by-right threshold for the number of children cared for in a family day care 
home from 5 to 9, and permitting family day care homes with 10-12 children with the 
approval of a use permit by the County Board; 

• Permitting family day care homes in the RA7-16 zoning district as described above, 
whereas family day care homes with 1-5 children were previously a prohibited use;  

• Established use standards in Article 12 for family day care homes, which replicate some 
of the use permit conditions customarily adopted by the County Board for family day 
care home use permits while creating new standards to address neighborhood 
communications and pick-up and drop-off of children;  

• Requiring a minimum of one off-street parking space for family day homes which care for 
6-12 children;  

• Revising the existing employee-based parking requirement for child care centers to 
require one off-street parking space for every eight children at the center; and, 

• Enabling the County Board’s modification of parking requirements for child care centers 
based on a series of flexible criteria pertaining to proximity to transit stations, 
accommodation of pick-up and drop-off, and parking demand management.  

 
Ms. Vacca shared the remaining review milestones for the study, which would be a Request to 
Advertise placed on the County Board’s February agenda, followed by Planning Commission 
and County Board public hearings in March.  
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Clarifying Questions: 
 
• Will staff conduct outreach to places of worship and similar operators of uses which may 

have previously operated day camps without securing the necessary zoning approval? 
• What are the submission requirements for family day care home providers caring for 

1-4 kids? How much is the licensing fee, and are there other indirect costs borne by the 
prospective child care providers when applying for a license? 

• What are the customary walksheds for elementary schools within which students are not 
provided school bus service and thus use other modes of transportation to travel to school? 

• Could a child care center request a parking modification to provide zero parking spaces? 
What sorts of factors would be considered as part of the review of such a request? 

 
 
Other Questions and Comments: 
 
• What sorts of factors would contribute to the determination of a particular type of summer 

camp as a day camp? For example, would the number of children in care be a factor? 
• When staff discusses wait lists for child care, staff cites data collected from child care 

providers about the individual wait lists they manage instead of a central database 
maintained by the Department of Human Services.  

• Under the proposed use standard for escorting children, an older sibling would likely qualify 
as an authorized caregiver and comply with the standard.  

• Use permit flexibility for modifying and/or waiving the one space parking requirement for 
family day care homes from 6-12 children, but staff’s recommendation was reached with the 
intent of providing a clear, straightforward standard that accounts for the pick-up and 
drop-off needs of the family day care home.  

• Commissioners in attendance expressed their acuity to equity issues between different parts 
of Arlington County based on different development patterns and eras, with particular focus 
on the 11% of single-family dwellings in the County without driveways that could not comply 
with the parking requirement for a family day care home of 6-12 children.  

• Staff examined the prospect of a use standard requiring hours of operation for family day 
care homes within a certain range, but discarded the idea to avoid the potential for 
unnecessary pick-up and drop-off zoning violations resulting from traffic congestion, and to 
allow the option for providers to have hours of operation available to parents and caregivers 
with nontraditional working schedules.  

• Commissioners discussed the wide variety of street types and parking scenarios for family 
day care homes throughout the County, which would sometimes create challenges for 
meeting the parking requirement for 6-12 children and, in other instances, obviate the need 
for such a standard.  
 

Public Comments: 
 
One member of the public, Mr. Tony Padilla, attended the meeting. The Zoning Committee did 
not open the meeting to members of the public for comment.  
 


