
 

 
HOUSING COMMISSION 

 
APPROVED MEETING NOTES – February 14, 2019 

Attendance 
 Present  Present 

Arthur, Ben Y       Langenbeck, Kay Y 
Berkey, Eric Y Withers, Larry - 
Brescia, Eric -   
Borthwick, Russell Y Staff:  
Blank, Rolf Y Franklin, Joel Y 
Bray, Holly Y Planning Comm. Liaison:  

     Browne, Paul Y       Weir, Daniel - 
     Gee, Evelyn Y   

Hogan, Alice - Disability Advisory Comm Liason  
         Ray, Doris - 

    
 
Held in:  Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, Room 311 
 
Other Staff Present:  Yoomie Ahn and David Cristeal of the Housing Division, Department of 
Community Planning, Housing and Development (CPHD). 
 
The Chair, Holly Bray, called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of Notes 
Holly Bray moved approval of the January 17, 2019 notes, Russell Borthwick seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

American Legion 
 
Staff Presentation 
The Legion was built in 1947 on a 1.3-acre site area.  They have a deteriorating facility with aging 
infrastructure in need of significant upgrades including a roof replacement.  It is also non-ADA 
compliant, creating barriers for members and guests.  This is an opportunity to leverage the Post’s 
land asset in the RB-Corridor, just 0.3 miles from Virginia Square-GMU metro.  This project will create 
significant new affordable housing with 160 Units, a majority will be 2- and 3-bedrooms for families.  
There will be 96 parking spaces with ample shared, multipurpose community space.  There will be 
eight Permanent Supportive Housing units, eight ADA units, it will be metro and transit accessible, 
and will have a 50% veterans housing preference. 
 
Public Comment 
David Rice said that he is a long time DC metro resident and has seen a lot of development and with 
that an increase in the cost of living.  He said that he believes this project is another step to make 
Arlington a great place to live. 
 
Jed Bush said that he looks at this project through the lens of himself and his partner and that they 
had a hard time finding a place to live in Arlington given their income.  Many of the places they could 
afford were too far from metro and they don't own a car and that would have been an additional cost.  



2 
 
 
 

We choose then not to live in Arlington and we need to be cognizant that this isn't a choice for many 
people especially those that served our country.  This project pairs those who are housing cost 
burden and connects them to services.  He added that he believes this is a great project and that we 
have great public transit here and this is a great location to access that transit.   
 
Steve Ogunwo said that he didn't hear anything about a set aside for accessible housing units. 
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
Russell Borthwick asked how this project fits in the NOFA process and Yoomie Ahn said that the 
project submitted an application and the project received a staff recommendation to move forward.   
Eric Berkey said that he knows there is a veteran’s preference for the project and last month we 
talked about a local preference and asked if that is happening here.  Yoomie Ahn said that the Board 
decided at this time to wait on implementing the preference policy.  Eric Berkey asked if the 4% deal 
has to go through the NOFA.  David Cristeal said that it does not, we were able to fit this project into 
the NOFA and that will set it up for next year if they are successful with the 9% application with 
VHDA.  Rolf Blank asked for the veteran’s preference if they are required to be living in the County 
already and APAH said that they do not.   
 
Kay Langenbeck said that she is concerned that this is relatively high-income neighborhood and that 
she could understand putting 80% AMI units in Buckingham or Arlington Mill to bring up the average 
income.  She added that she thinks it would be good to have more units at 60% to serve more lower 
income units here and asked APAH’s thinking about mixing in 80% units.  APAH said that the 
changes in the tax code allowed for income mixing so that you can serve someone at 62%, this 
project has veterans who have benefits and might make a little more, and as a result of the higher 
income households we could ask for less AHIF.  Kay Langenbeck asked if APAH can guarantee that 
the 80% units go to veterans and they indicated they can't because of fair housing, but will market 
the project heavily to veterans.  Paul Browne asked if the veteran’s preference is 100% on the 9% 
deal and APAH said that it is.  Rolf Blank noted that the civic association wrote a letter and that the 
Planning Commission presumably knew about it but approved it, are there new concerns we should 
know about.  APAH said that the concerns were about the parking ratio, don't want parking in the 
neighborhood and that they are concerned about cut through traffic.   
 
Paul Browne said that the cash flow shown here is best case scenario and it is very thin, he would be 
in favor of giving APAH the 50/50 cash flow split. He added that they are at risk of managing this 
project and providing services there with a low cash flow.  Holly Bray said that there is also the cost 
of transportation education as part of the site plan condition.  Eric Berkey said that he thinks this is a 
great project and feel they are providing a public service and should be supported.  
 
The Commission advises the County Board to approve the request for $5,790,000 in AHIF loan funds 
to APAH to assist with the construction of Post West Nine and to designate the site as a 
Revitalization Area.  The Commission vote on the motion was 8-0.  Members in favor are Mr. Arthur, 
Mr. Berkey, Mr. Borthwick, Mr. Blank, Ms. Bray, Mr. Browne, Ms. Gee, and Ms. Langenbeck.   
 
In addition, the Commission recommends that the County Board approve a cash flow split of 
50%/50% instead of staff’s recommendation of 60%/40%.  60% to pay off the County loan and 40% 
to APAH.  The Commission believes that the underwriting projections are very tight and the 60%/40% 
split does not leave room for unforeseen operating expenses at the property, and therefore may put 
the project at risk.  The Commission vote on the motion was 6-0-2.  Members in favor are, Mr. 
Berkey, Mr. Borthwick, Mr. Blank, Ms. Bray, Mr. Browne, and Ms. Gee with Mr. Arthur and Ms. 
Langenbeck abstaining due to a lack of information. 
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Fulfilling the Promise  
 
Presentation 
This item was deferred. 
 
AHIF Housing Services 
 
Presentation 
There is $100,000 in new AHIF money available annually for housing services projects that are new 
or expanding projects that address an unmet or changing housing need.  The funding allows for up to 
two years of funding, the total AHIF allocated each year is $200,000 ($100,000 for new projects and 
$100,000 for second year funding). 
 
APAH is requesting $50,000 to initiate onsite resident services programs at Gilliam Place, located at 
3507 Columbia Pike and at Fisher House, 12 garden apartment buildings located in Westover. 
Gilliam Place will provide homes to 173 low-income households beginning in the summer of 2019. 
Fisher House I was APAH's very first property, and Fisher House II will provide 68 CAFs as well as a 
community room when renovations and leasing conclude in early 2019. This community room will 
allow all Fisher House I and II residents to access on-site resident services programs for the first 
time, eliminating the need for those residents to travel to another site for services. 
 
$50,000 in FY 2020 AHIF Housing Services funds to Culpepper Garden/ Arlington Retirement 
Housing Corporation (ARHC) to establish programming and services related to bridging the digital 
divide. In 2018, the County Board approved the use of County loan funds to assist in preserving and 
renovating a portion of the property. In addition to building repairs, the renovation will provide 
updated building wiring to all units, and improvements to lobbies and common areas to support 
internet connections for residents. The proposed FY 2020 funding would be used to establish 
telemedicine and telehealth programs and services for residents. Examples of potential services 
includes providing video technology so residents have access to medical professionals, the provision 
of wearable devices to assist with tracking health outcomes and transferring medical information, 
electronic medication reminders, and other technology to help improve residents’ quality of life. 
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