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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Room 311 on the 3rd Floor 
 
 

***REVISED (New Discussion Item)***  
AGENDA 

 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of February 26, 2019 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Discussion with County Board Member and PRC County Board Liaison, Erik Gutshall (7:15-
7:35) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Proposed FY 2020 DPR Budget (7:35-7:50) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Update (or A Plan for 
Our Places and Spaces (POPS) process) (7:50-8:00) 
 
 
2018 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award [Shruti Kuppa/Bill Ross] (8:00-8:15) 

• PRC Vote on Nominees 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Changes to PRC Charge (8:15-8:30) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:30-8:35) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (8:35-8:50) 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
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• The task force has met twice since the last report. The March 7 meeting included 
formal presentations and extensive discussion of 5 possible design options for the 
park (two of which had two variations). Several of these were rejected by 
member vote, and four versions, amended and modified from several previous 
options, were reviewed at the March 21 meeting. The meetings have been very 
civil and orderly, but the challenges of trying to find ways to preserve and 
enhance a park while also providing some improved operational features for DES 
services are substantial. Another meeting is scheduled for March 28, with a goal 
of then concluding with an approved final report to the board on April 11. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• March is National Nutrition Month. In recognition of this and the vital role that 

local nutrition programs substantially funded under the Older Americans Act and 
offered by cities and counties play in sustaining the health, vitality and social 
well-being of their elderly citizens, the Deputy Director of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Eric Hargan, toured the Walter Reed Senior Center in 
Arlington on March 6th. Mr. Hargan and members of his staff also assisted in 
serving the noon meal and visited with the congregate meal program 
participants. The HHS representatives were impressed by all the program 
activities, including the arts and painting class led for forty years by Ms. Blanche 
Kirchner. At 97 years of age, Ms. Kirchner is Arlington County’s longest serving 
employee.  The activities and an explanation of Arlington’s program in particular, 
were videoed by the HHS Administration for Community Living and is available 
for viewing on this link at the ACL website.   https://acl.gov/news-and-events/acl-
blog/more-just-meal  

• At the March 12th budget work session of the county board, the suggested fees 
from the Long Bridge Aquatic and Fitness Center Working Group was briefly 
discussed. It was decided that adoption of fees would be done with the 2021 
budget. The Working Group and DPR will use this time to gather more feedback 
on the fees and to address such issues as possible charges for rental of the facility 
by outside groups for meets, tournaments, parties, etc.  

• On February 27th DPR staff met with the executive committee of the county 
Senior Adult Council and presented the proposed 2020 budget and discussed any 
effects it may have on the 55+ programs. The program most impacted will be the 
aquatics classes in that a $10 pool usage fee per session would be charged to all 
aqua participants to help defer APS expense in maintaining the pools. 

• On April 7th from 10 am to noon, Arlington Mill Community Center will offer an 
EarthFest for all ages of participants to learn about composting, recycling, 
removal of invasive plant species, creative arts and much more. Stations will be 
provided by representatives from the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, the 
Arlington Art Truck and more. 

• Also, on May 17th the the Annual 55+ Fitness Day will be held at the Walter Reed 
Community Center. Demonstrations of available fitness, sports, health and 
wellness activities and programs will take place. All free for anyone 55+. 

https://acl.gov/news-and-events/acl-blog/more-just-meal
https://acl.gov/news-and-events/acl-blog/more-just-meal
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• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 

• The Alcova Heights Concept Design public meeting was held in February. After 
the meeting I rewalked the area mindful of the Concept Design and developed 
the following considerations: 

- Consider a rain garden / natural drainage structure to capture runoff from 
the rebuilt Basketball court.  This is a Resource Protection Area and the 
moving the BB court provides a chance to mitigate court runoff. 

- Consider eliminating the Adult fitness station planned adjacent to the 
Basketball court.  It seems an unlikely place for such a station.  It is not part 
of a fitness trail.  As a standalone station it may not attract much use.  

- The green space on the most southern end of the park (Columbia Pike end) 
has potential as a wet-marshy habit.  Some of the existing storm water 
drainage from George Mason Drive into Doctor's Branch that has already 
meandered itself into this low-lying area.  Formalizing and improving the 
current partial water diversion into this stream side low lying area would 
provide some natural filtration of the current runoff that now goes directly 
into Doctor's Branch.  It would make the habit consistently wet, adding a 
small but valuable wet bottom land habitat to Arlington.  It currently 
supports skunk cabbage and trees that favor bottom land areas.  Invasive 
removal and shrub plantings would enhance its ecological value and it 
would improve its capabilities as a natural filtration buffer to Doctor's 
Branch.  

- Perhaps current or projected volley ball court usage merits a volley ball 
court but the community may wish to consider an alternative physical 
activity in that space. Just as an example the Wall Ball amenity next to the 
entrance to Barcroft Recreation Center is a popular attraction. 

- Consider the limited utility of the proposed redesigned firepit.  The expected 
use of such a feature may be low given the difficulty of obtaining and 
hauling the firewood as well as water to extinguish the fire after use. 
Because this area is in the proposed woodland understory planting zone, 
consider a park bench and demonstration native plant shade garden with 
plant labels and educational signage. 

- Consider modifying the picnic shelter design to include a fireplace and 
chimney. Permitted fireplace use with cooking grates could accommodate 
group cookouts and rainproof birthday party cookouts!   

- The park refresh may provide the County with an opportunity to address the 
extreme erosion on the boundary between Foreign Service Training Center 
and the Park. The erosion from rapid storm water run-off into this Resource 
Protection Area will only increase without intervention.  The County may 
not have direct jurisdiction over the area but it merits reopening discussions 
with the appropriate authorities. 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
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• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 
• The BEWG held its final meeting March 7 with a new updated draft of the MTP 

Bike Element.  The WG reviewed responses from the online survey, 
commission/committee comments, and comments from the Audubon Society of 
Northern Virginia.  The County Board approved a request to advertise public 
hearings of the proposed update to the MTB Bike Element.  Public hearings are 
scheduled for April 4, Transportation Commission, April 8, Planning Commission, 
and April 23, County Board.  The update draft may be found at the Master 
Transportation Plan Bicycle Element Working Group website. 
 

• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• At the February 27 meeting options for the Buck property based on consultant 
analysis was presented.  One "field" scenario, requested by APS, showed the 
property completely covered by playing fields.  This option would require some 
fairly significant regrading.  The other scenarios include the use of current 
buildings for APS administrative and temporary education purposes.   
 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Haynes/Howell) 

• Aileen Winquist, Watershed Outreach Program Manager with the Department of 
Environmental Services, provided an update on stormwater projects, including 
Ballston Pond and Sparrow Pond.  There was a good deal of discussion about 
how these projects should serve both a stormwater function, as well as providing 
opportunities for viewing nature. If scoped properly with adequate viewing 
opportunities and interpretative signage, these projects can further the 
objectives of a biophilic community in creating more opportunities for human-
nature connections. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (TBD) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 

• Arlington Education Center Reuse (Sergio Enriquez) 
- PFRC/BLPC met last on January 2019 regarding the Ed Center reuse project. 

The understanding then was that the schematic design was approved via 
vote by both committees and APS was to move forward to get School Board 
and County approval (here is the link for the project’s website:  
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-
review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/).   

- On March 7, 2019, Brett Wallace (County Architect) emailed the following: 
“Schematic Design revisions reflected in the use permit submission dated 
March 4, 2019 

https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/
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Based on feedback from the committees and DES transportation staff, APS 
is now proposing the parent drop-off/pick-up on site rather than on Quincy 
Street. Therefore, the multipurpose court shown previously is no longer 
feasible.”  

- There is concern about this latest change and hope to gather thoughts 
before the upcoming meeting on April 3rd.  The multi-use court was to 
provide an alternate space for various activities for both students and 
residents of the County.  The upcoming joint PFRC/BLPC meeting is on April 
3, 2019 7pm – 9pm at W-L HS. 

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Caroline Haynes) 

• On March 6 the Planning Commission unanimously supported the Request to 
Advertise (RTA) the final draft of the PSMP, with one motion elaborating how 
casual use space provides important community gathering areas. The County 
Board unanimously supported the RTA at the March 19 meeting. The draft 
considered by the County Board included language from the motion made by the 
Planning Commission on casual use space, as well as some additional changes 
that reflected a range of comments from Planning Commissioners and revised 
language on field lighting. Representatives from E2C2, UFC, Sports Commission 
and PRC Chair Bill Ross spoke in support of the RTA at both the Planning 
Commission meeting and the County Board meeting. 
 

• Final consideration of the PSMP is scheduled to come before the Planning 
Commission on April 10, 2019 and before the County Board at either the April 23 
or 25 (TBD) meetings. At the County Board meeting there were a number of 
speakers that focused on support for mountain biking, and other speakers that 
spoke against mountain biking and the need to protect natural areas. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar Shah) 

- The March 11th meeting was the second scheduled meeting for this project 
before it goes to the Planning Commission and County Board. CPHD staff 
emphasized that after reviewing the proposed central courtyard/open 
space rendering, the drawing depicted lack of public access into the open 
space on both entrances along Washington Blvd and Kirkwood Road. The 
depiction was changed to an entrance into the building lobby where the 
open courtyard space can be accessed on the other side. One change since 
the first SPRC meeting is that the street view into the centralized courtyard 
increased from 8ft to 25ft wide. Also, the applicant is proposing a seeded 
grass patch at the intersection of Washington Blvd and Kirkwood Road.  The 
PRC and Planning Commission recommends removing the grass and instead 
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activating the public realm of the space with outdoor seating furniture, 
such as a bench. 

- PRC has express some concerns about the Ball Burial Ground site as listed 
below.  We have since learned that the Ball Burial Ground improvements 
would be considered when the YMCA site is developed.  

1. Would the applicant consider providing (and staff considers asking 
as part of the community benefit) funds to help develop the 
improvements for Ball Burial Ground?  

2. With the circulation planned for this block, which will connect the 
building to the burial grounds, this public space will not only 
benefit the community but the residents of this building. With the 
dearth of parks close by, the parks and recreation needs of new 
residents of this area should be met with assistance to the County 
in providing necessary public space. 

 
• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Best Western Site (Shruti Kuppa) 

- This project proposes redevelopment of an existing hotel site with a 12-
story hotel building, an adjacent garden apartment site with a 10-story 
residential building and an above-grade parking structure.  In terms of 
public space, the project does not offer much.  However, in return for 
obtaining additional density the applicant is proposing to offer a 
contribution for renovations at the nearby Ft. Myer Heights Park.  This type 
of contribution is something the commission should continue to encourage.  
The proposed building will also include a green roof on the parking 
structure, a bird-friendly facade design, and a dog amenity facility.  The 
project will come before the County Board in April. 
 

• Virginia Hospital Center (Bill Ross) 
- As prescribed by the County Board decision last fall, the applicant was 

required to come back to the SPRC to allow for review of the proposed 
corner mini-park at 19th and Edison Streets.  An SPRC meeting was held 
March 18.  The design appears to offer a fairly good attempt to soften this 
corner where a multi-story parking structure will be looming over the 
neighborhood.  The design would allow for pedestrians to follow their 
instincts in traversing the site.  Several suggestions were made concerning 
native trees and shrubs, thoughtful, realistic plantings along curbs and 
sidewalks, solutions for art, and the idea of developing a guided walking 
loop around the entire VHC super block. 
 

• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
- The owner had been proposing as a minor site plan amendment to add two 

retail pavilions into this site which has been designated, through a previous 
site plan and public easement, a public open space.   Several concerns and 
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objections raised by DPR staff and the PRC have caused the plans to be put 
on hold.  Other than concerns over the change in the public vs. private 
nature of the space, loss of trees, loss of a playground, and others, there 
was apparently a problem with adding structures that exceed kiosk-sized 
zoning allowances.  We will keep monitoring this project.   

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 

• DES held the first public engagement meeting to inform interested residents 
about plans to redesign and dredge the stormwater abatement/wetland area on 
the W&OD trail known as Sparrow Pond. This is the 30% design stage, with a 
general plan for clearing sediment, modifying the channel path, and adding a 
fore-bay (as we heard re Ballston Pond). The meeting was well attended and 
many participants asked questions or made recommendations for certain 
features. Like Ballston Pond, this has been, and should continue to be, a dual-
purpose feature, but providing optimal wildlife habitat and nature park viewing 
features for the public. 
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
• The Sports Commission met February 28 and received the FY20 DPR budget 

briefing from Becky Schmitt.  It was substantively the same briefing provided to 
PRC on the 26th.  The remainder of the meeting was a presentation by County 
Board member Matt de Ferranti on the Amazon proposal.  Matt is the new Board 
liaison with the Sports Commission.  His presentation did not directly address 
sports issues but was intended to increase information on the Amazon proposal 
in the community.   
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• The February UFC meeting included the presentation of candidates for 

recognition as “Notable Trees” in Arlington. A total of 23 trees were approved. 
There was also some discussion about how to recognize certain trees that are not 
notable by the current standards, but are perhaps noteworthy because of their 
unique history or characteristics. No decision was sought about that issue. Board 
Liaison Matt de Ferranti attended much of the meeting, his first visit to UFC. He 
provided some background on his experience and interests, and also discussed 
some highlights of the Amazon deal as well as describing the spring budget 
process. Becky Schmidt, DPR, presented the FY 2020 budget proposal for the 
department. This was the same presentation provided to PRC a few days earlier. 
Finally, Vincent Verweij, Urban Forestry manager, reported on an comparative 
analysis of Arlington and Fairfax approaches to providing incentives to 
developers under provisions of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. 
Results were not conclusive that the Fairfax method had better results, which had 
been speculated, apparently due to the larger average lot sizes in Fairfax. 
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Other Business (8:50-9:00) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o Best Western Site 
o Amazon 

 
 
Next Meeting: April 23, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 


