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Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Minutes – February 13, 2019 

2100 Clarendon Blvd Rm Azalea  

Commission members present – Kirit Mookerjee, Kristin Clegg, Christopher Bruno, Bismah Ahmed, 

Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Michael Campbell, Zachary Butler, Matthew Whitefield. Absent: Kendon Krause 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Public Comment: Linda Mensan provided information about a renewal lease from her property 

management company which had a pro-rated clause which she had not seen before and questioned its 

legality.  Commissioners Campbell and Clegg advised that this is a standard clause for leases in VA and 

that it would be necessary to see her lease in order, to advise further. Chair, MacBeth, advised Ms. 

Mensan to submit her lease to the Commission for someone to follow up with her. 

Approval of meeting minutes: There was a question regarding the “public comment form” to be revised. 

Chair, Macbeth clarified that this will be discussed at the March meeting and hoped to have the form in 

Spanish as well.  Commissioner Mookerjee commented that “Chair, Macbeth “  be standardized. The 

minutes were approved pending corrections. 

County Board Liaison, Matt de Ferranti  

Mr. de Ferranti, Board member and Liaison to the TLC summarized his credentials and previous work 

with nonprofits and an advocacy organization and his specific interest in funding for rental housing to 

increase supply. He expressed concern for the annual shortfall in providing enough affordable housing  

units. His five areas of interest are:  

1. Affordable housing 

2. Reducing office vacancy rates  

3. Education and school funding 

4. Ending child hunger by 2022 

5. Renewable energy/electricity by 2025 

Mr. de Ferranti spoke about potential impacts of Amazon’s presence, with regard to housing, 

transportation and jobs (presentation is available on the County’s website). He indicated that the 

County Board is responding to community concerns by holding small information sessions.  Additional 

information on state incentives, performance requirements and funding and how the County intends to 

proceed were discussed. There were several follow up questions and discussion. A question was raised 

about the phasing of transportation improvements particularly related to Route 1. A resident raised the 

issue of the lack of increase in the local housing grant since 2009 and asked whether this could be 

brought to the Board’s attention. Mr. de Ferranti indicated he is aware of this concern and will follow 

up. In response to a question about which areas the TLC should focus on, he highlighted geographic 

distribution of affordable housing, and evictions and related challenges.  He also expressed interest in 
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hearing from individual members. He concluded with commendations for staff and commission 

members and reinforced his support for the work that is being done.   

Housing Assistance Programs 

Nicole Harmon, and Lucy Yohn of the Housing Assistance Bureau, DHS provided a presentation on the 

County’s housing assistance programs. A power point presentation was provided; The presentation 

highlighted the local Housing grant program, the Federal Housing Choice Voucher and Permanent 

Supportive Housing programs. Program highlights: 

• Housing grants have remained at the same level since 2009 

• Housing grants have a Maximum Allowable Rent (MAR) $1,324   which has remained stagnant 

while rents have been increasing which has placed a higher housing burden on recipients. 

• Housing Choice Voucher program does not have MARs and limits rent payment to 30% of 

household income 

• The waitlist for HCV has been closed since 2012 

• Arlington applied for and was successful in receiving Mainstream vouchers which gives access to 

a more diversified voucher pool 

• Permanent Supportive Housing – county and state funded rental assistance and services for 254 

persons with disabilities and high barriers, in scattered site housing. PSH units are largely CAF 

units, with a few tenant-based units. 

Commission members and other persons in attendance had several questions about the Housing Grant 

program. Comments centered around increasing the housing grant to a more realistic rent rate to allow 

more people to benefit from the grant. Increasing rental caps and indexing the rents to, perhaps, the fair 

market rate or 60% of AMI as is done by HUD for the Housing Choice Voucher program. Commissioner 

Campbell, commented that residents in CAF units benefit more from Housing grants than those in 

market rate units and also, there should be consideration for properties where all utilities are included 

in the rents.  

Recommendation: The TLC wants to recommend to the County Board that the maximum allowable rents 

(MAR) used for the Housing Grants program, be changed and indexed to HUD’s Fair market rent caps. 

A vote was taken, moved by Chair, MacBeth, seconded by Michael Campbell and was unanimous. 

Budget Recommendations:  Chair, MacBeth, requested other budget recommendations. Saul Reyes of 

BU-GATA offered the recommendation that other source apart from general funds and developer 

contributions should be sought to increase the level of funding for AHIF, in order to increase the supply 

of affordable units. He also offered that there should be additional funding for proper upkeep of CAF 

units and to ensure that there are sufficient County inspectors to conduct inspections and enforcement 

of property codes and enforcement of contract agreements at these units.  Chair, MacBeth noted these 

comments. Commissioner Mookerjee mentioned that the Budget process will begin in February that the 

Commission should be on the lookout for an invitation to participate in the budget process.   

TLC Charter: Following a quick review, Chair Kellen made a motion to accept the TLC Charter. 

Commissioner Bismah moved and it was seconded by Commissioner Campbell.  
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TLC Work Plan: The Work Plan had been discussed previously and made available at the January 

meeting. It was noted that the topics identified for each month are subject to change.  A motion to 

accept the TLC Work Plan was moved and seconded by Commissioner Campbell and Ahmed, 

respectively. Commissioner Mookerjee pointed out that Housing Conservation Districts working group 

had not meet since August and that this delay was affecting decisions on moving forward with the 

proposal to create the Westover Historic District.  

Member and Affiliates reports: Reports were postponed due to the time. BU-GATA’s report would be 

an agenda item on the March agenda. 

Board member Matt de Ferranti reiterated his support for the Commission  

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 

 


