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March 3, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
Ellen M. Bozman Government Center 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
RE: UFC comments on Final Draft of Public Spaces Master Plan 
 
Dear Chair Dorsey: 
 
The Arlington County Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) was represented on the 
Advisory Committee for the update of the Public Spaces Master Plan, and the 
commission received regular updates over the past four years as the plan was being 
developed. We support adoption of the plan and are pleased to see the planning 
process coming to completion. UFC offers the following comments: 
 

1. We commend the hard work of the PSMP Advisory Committee and staff and 
the extensive engagement with the public throughout the development of 
the plan.  
 

2. We recommend that the county ensure that any trail expansion does not 
negatively impact trees (Rec. 2.2.3). We further recommend that the county 
not allow mountain biking on unpaved woodland and natural trails, due to 
the potential damage caused to the urban forest by such activity, and 
likewise limit the footprint of possible pumptrack and cyclocross (Rec. 
2.1.7) so that natural resources and trees are not negatively impacted. 
 

3. We urge caution in consideration of lighting trails (Rec. 2.2.2), especially in 
natural areas, where lights would have a deleterious impact on wildlife. 
Modern bike lights and flashlights provide powerful lighting, minimizing 
the need for trail lights. 

  
4. We strongly support priority recommendation 3.1, which calls for updates 

of the Natural Resources Management Plan (NRMP) and the Urban Forest 
Master Plan (UFMP), and recommendation 3.2, "Protect, restore and 
expand natural resources and trees." We recommend the process for 
updates to both the NRMP and UFMP be started quickly, and that these 
two plans be developed in tandem, once the Public Spaces Master Plan is 
finalized.  

  
5. We strongly support that both the NRMP and the UFMP restate 

recommendation #1 of the 2011 Natural Resources Management Plan, 



 

namely that there is no loss of existing natural lands. Although the current 
NRMP implies there will be no loss, this needs to be restated.    

  
6. We strongly support moving forward with the Biophilic Communities 

concept (Rec. 3.3.1). We recommend that biophilic principles be infused 
throughout county planning processes. These principles represent a design 
opportunity to shape our community in a manner that supports livable 
and sustainable development, not thwart it. It is especially important that 
the county incorporate these principles now, in light of the Amazon 
announcement. We have a unique opportunity to include nature-human 
connections and the natural environment into a large area of 
redevelopment.  

  
7. We, like the Arlington County Board, are aware of the deep concern of 

residents in the county over the loss of mature trees as infill development 
with knock-downs continues at a rapid pace, and the urgency of arresting 
such losses. The NRMP and UFMP should include an analysis of how to 
expand the tools for tree protection and preservation on private lands as 
well as on public property, which may include recommendations for 
changes in state law.   

  
8. We support the general recommendations in the PSMP on Land 

Acquisition, especially those "generational" opportunities to protect existing 
natural areas and any forested land.  

  
9. We support efficient use of existing resources, which may include adding 

synthetic turf and lights on existing fields to minimize the need for 
additional land for fields and the removal of trees. Appendix III provides 
guidelines to minimize any tree loss during such additions, and UFC urges 
these be adopted. 

 
10. We consider the addition of guidelines for design of privately-owned public 

spaces to be a welcome and needed component of the plan.  However, we 
feel strongly that there should be additional language in Appendix III to 
emphasize the importance of incorporating biophilic principles into the 
planning of private projects.   Biophilic concepts are noted elsewhere in the 
document; explicitly stating the County’s intent will provide direct 
guidance and expectation to private developers 

We appreciate this opportunity to share our views, and we look forward to seeing the 
plan adopted and implemented. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Phil Klingelhofer 
Chair, Urban Forestry Commission 
 
Cc: Members, Arlington County Board 
 Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 
 Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 


