
1  

PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
March 26, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Sergio Enriquez 
Steve Finn 
Dean Foster 
Michael Grace      
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Shruti Kuppa 
Drew Murray (Ex Officio, Sports Commission Liaison) 
Syed Waqar Shah 
 
Guests:  
Bernard Berne 
Lynn Durbin 
Erik Gutshall, County Board Member and Liaison to the PRC 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Liza Hodskins, Administrative Specialist, County Board Office  
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Colt Gregory 
Mark Lincoln 
Julie Mullen 
Kevin Rachlin 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their February 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
meeting minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
 

1. Lynn Durbin, Arlington View Resident and President of the Arlington View CA, spoke 
about the Carver Community Center.  Ms. Durbin mentioned that the center contains after 
school program for students and serves seniors.  For many years, the center had its own 
director, but now the center contains less programmed activity.  There are no 
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programming, classes or other activities for residents at the center.  Ms. Durbin stated that 
Arlington County has created a “recreational desert” on the east end of Columbia Pike.  
The need for more recreational facilities are needed within the County.  Carver 
Community Center should increase opportunities for community members.  Ms. Durbin 
supports full funding for the Carver Community Center.   

 

2. Bernard Berne, Arlington resident, provided commentary on the POPS plan.  He stated 
that a new property/park area that should be included within the plan is 1101 Lee 
Highway in Rosslyn.  Mr. Berne stated that the woodland area within this property would 
be ruined with the future construction of a new boathouse, ancillary facility.  Mr. Berne 
also stated that the POPS plan section on primary use trails, provides a minimum trail 
width, which is good but there should also be a maximum width specified.  Separation of 
travel modes and maximum widths should be clarified further.  Finally, Mr. Berne 
highlighted adding a section on pollinators and other associated needs.   

 
 
Agenda Items 

 
Discussion with County Board Member and PRC County Board Liaison, Erik Gutshall 
  
PRC Chair Ross introduced the new PRC County Board Liaison, County Board Member, Erik 
Gutshall.  The PRC introduced themselves, and then Mr. Gutshall provided a brief background of 
his interests in the PRC.  Mr. Gutshall discussed how the County has been very progressive in its 
thinking and development of open space.  Mr. Gutshall emphasized that proposed, development 
projects should include meaningful open space and recreational opportunities when appropriate.  
Mr. Gutshall stated that a sense of nature and green space is very important for emotional, 
physical, and economic health.  Furthermore, sustainability and biophilic cities and design should 
be explored further within development projects.  Finally, the County should be working to 
develop recreational facilities that respect the natural landscape and incorporate it within their 
design and development.  
 
The PRC provided several questions and comments to Mr. Gutshall, which included (but were not 
limited to):  How can the PRC become more helpful in their role advising the County Board?  The 
PRC should look more at building consensus and not focusing on long, technical presentations.  
Fair amount of detail and information is necessary to make recommendations; however, each 
process needs to be structured by staff and community leaders so the conversations may begin.  
Good staff, process structure, and community input brings great projects forward to the County 
Board, and hopefully, at a faster rate.  Finally, it was acknowledged that long presentations are 
sometimes needed, but there should be bullet points and focus questions as part of presentation 
slides to the PRC which may help facilitate a more focused discussion.  
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Proposed FY 2020 DPR Budget 
 
PRC Chair Ross led a discussion on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 County Budget, particularly related 
to a draft letter from the Commission to the County Board.  Notable discussion points included 
(but were not limited to): concerns about reduced funding for County nature centers, the urban 
agriculture program, and possible elimination of the Urban Design team within the Department of 
Community Planning, Housing, and Development (CPHD).  Other items discussed included: more 
information/data on usage of smaller, recreational centers, how this compares to the Public 
Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) update/recommendations (may not be appropriate to address within 
a budget letter).  It was also noted that budgetary considerations for smaller community centers 
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(like Carver Community Center) may also be addressed during the Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) process.  The PRC discussed possibly having DPR staff provide an update on its meeting 
with the Arlington View Civic Association.  A draft PRC letter addressing the FY 2020 Budget will 
be distributed to PRC members for review.  The final letter will then be shared with the County 
Board.    
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Update (or A Plan for 
Our Places and Spaces (POPS) process) 
 
The PRC discussed the PSMP update and new developments/updates from the February 2019 
PRC meeting (when the item was discussed last by the Commission).  Commissioner Haynes 
provided an update on the POPS Advisory Committee, which addressed various items that were 
introduced by the Planning Commission at their February 2019 meeting.  These items include 
(but were not limited to): strengthening language on biophilic cities, better defining the threshold 
between a capital maintenance project and a park master planning process, among others.  
Smaller edits and other issues have since been addressed.  Mountain biking groups have been 
active in recent weeks, but there will be no further recommendations regarding this activity 
noted within the PSMP update.   
 
The draft PRC letter will emphasize the various public engagement opportunities and strategies 
for park planning, the need for improving the park amenity reservation system (which is already 
a PSMP update recommendation), better understanding of the field allocation policy, and having 
the PRC updated annually on the status of plan implementation for new park plans/projects.  
Other items include providing some expectations for yearly presentations to the PRC (i.e. CIP, 
DPR operating budget, etc.).  It was clarified that maintenance standards are not provided within 
policy documents, such as the PSMP update, and this was discussed in depth during the public 
process.  A draft PRC letter addressing the PSMP update will be distributed to PRC members for 
review.  The final letter will then be shared with the County Board.  
 
 
2018 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award 
 
The PRC discussed the various award nominees for the 2018 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award.  
Commissioner Kuppa and PRC Vice Chair Howell provided some background on the review and 
selection process.  An updated document providing information on who may become a committee 
member, the award process (selection, procedures, scoring), among other items, was used for this 
award cycle and may be used for future cycles.  Commissioner Kuppa announced that this year’s 
selection committee, award nominee was Mr. Bill Browning.  Commissioner Kuppa summarized 
the Mr. Browning’s accomplishments (over 1,000 volunteer hours at Powhattan Springs Park in a 
span of over five (5) years, provided an inventory of invasive plants and organized clean-ups, 
among other items).  Mr. Browning was nominated by Ms. Marion Jordan and support letters 
were gathered by other community members.  
 
Commissioner Haynes provided the motion to award Mr. Bill Browning the 2018 Bill Thomas 
Park Volunteer Award, which was seconded by Commissioner Krech.  The motion passed 
unanimously (by voting PRC members), 11-0 (in favor, opposed).  DPR staff will contact the 
award nominators and awardee.  
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Commission-led Discussion on Changes to PRC Charge 
 
PRC Chair Ross addressed the various, proposed changes within the existing PRC Charter (the 
document was also shared with PRC County Board Liaison, Erik Gutshall).  Items to note include 
standardizing commission appointment periods (every two (2) years as opposed to every three 
(3) years), considerations for more voting opportunities within the Commission or advice 
provided through consensus, and determining the need for submitting financial disclosure forms 
(the County Manager and Board Offices are reviewing this further).   
 
 
Staff Report  
 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park 
Staff is beginning the design development phase for the Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 project. A 
community engagement process will begin by 1st Quarter, 2019 to design the various park 
elements and run through the first half of the year. It will be a distributed/democratic process 
and will follow the County Manager’s Six-Step Public Engagement Guide for Capital Projects at the 
“Involve” level.  Following the Design Process, DPR will develop construction documents and 
submit for various permits. Construction is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2020. 

 
Alice West Fleet Elementary School 
Exterior wall construction is over 90 percent complete and interior wall construction is 
approximately 80 percent complete. Structural wood ceiling/roof structure over the new 
gymnasium and library is scheduled for completion by April. Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
rough-ins are ongoing and should be completed next month. Geothermal heating and cooling is 
scheduled for completion this month. The future bus loop has been put on grade and stone sub-
base installed to stabilize the grade. The loop is serving as an access road for construction 
vehicles within the site during construction, and for emergency vehicle access to Jefferson Middle 
School. Some projects anticipated for completion this month include (but are not limited to): 
completion of spray fireproofing of structural steel, exterior wall framing and sheathing, exterior 
spray foam insulation, curtainwall installation, window and interior wall installations, and other 
site utility work. Modified construction hours allow for longer construction times during the week 
as well as on weekend and holidays to meet the anticipated school opening in September 2019. 

 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements - no change  
Next steps are finalizing the design and obtaining construction bids.  The start of construction is 
anticipated in fall 2019.   

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements 
CEP review has been sent back to DPR. Consultant reviewing and preparing responses and edits. 
LDA set being submitted for review 3.14/3.15. Finalizing detailed planting/tree species and 
specialty feature designs (signage and playground surfacing). MOT Plan is under development. 
Light upgrade scheduled for 3/24 week, Dominion to provide additional info. 
 
Bluemont Park (Neighborhood Conservation Project) 
The sidewalk/trail entrance connection to N. Manchester Street is complete and trees were 
planted at the new entrance in November. Invasive plant removal and reforestation are ongoing 
and will resume second quarter 2019. New site furnishings and signage will be ordered and 
installed second quarter 2019. 

 
Dawson Terrace Park 

• Excavation prep for playground install along with stakeout & layout – Ongoing 
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• Installed site benches. 
• Best Management Practices (BMPs) for play area installation is complete. 
• Begin BMP installation for subbase preparation and filter fabric installation.  

 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly New Middle School at Stratford Site) - no change  
Progress on construction of the addition has been impacted by rain.  APS anticipates having the 
renovations completed in the existing building by August 2019 and the addition ready for use in 
October 2019.  Students will be able to begin school in the renovated portion of the building at the 
beginning of the school year.  For details on the status of the project go to the Dorothy Hamm 
Middle School webpage where monthly construction updates are posted.   

 
Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) 
This project was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation bundle 
in November 2018. The first design/working group meeting was held Wednesday, February 13th. 
The project is currently in design. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse    
The School Board approved the schematic plan to renovate the Education Center (1426 N Quincy 
Street) to increase capacity by 500 to 600 high school seats at Washington Liberty High School.   
APS anticipates taking the use permit to the Planning Commission and County Board this May.  
The project is planned to be completed for the 2021-22 school year.           

 
Fairlington Park Project 

• All play equipment installation complete.  Third Party final inspection completed and 
report submitted.  

o BMP works complete and inspected by third party engineer. 
o Areas outside the play area graded and sodded.  
o Synthetic turf installation is complete and fitness equipment installed.  Contractor re-

Installed Pour in Place (PIP) safety surface to meet ADA requirements.  
o Asphalt work is in progress. 
o Installation of leaf mulch complete. 
o Substantial completion walk-through held with contractor on 2/18.  

 
Glencarlyn Park 
Shelter truss and beams installed and roof to be installed this month. Partial boulders installed 
and signage installed. Parking lot curb is complete and the asphalt base material installed on 30 
percent of the parking lot.    
 
Gunston Diamond Field Replacement 

• BMP under drain install - Ongoing 
• Begin storm drainage box install - Ongoing  
• Begin stripping top soil – minimal progress activity has stopped. 
• Light pole and lights on site late last month and building permit was received for lights on 

2/27. 
• Installation of outfield fence post and trenching footing for outfield curb is complete.  
• Begin gravel installation for outfield curb footing, and continue trenching for existing 

storm water line for new storm box tie-in. 
 

The Heights Building (formerly the New Secondary School at Wilson) 
No adjustments have been made to the contractor’s schedule this month. Exterior wall sheathing 
insulation and white brick finish wall continues. Level 5 roof insulation and installation is 

https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
https://www.apsva.us/education-center-reuse/
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complete. Roofing work will continue down to Levels 1 and 2 this month, as well as the 
hardscape/concrete plaza along Wilson Boulevard will begin. On the interior, the mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing system rough-ins have been continued up into Level 5. County 
inspections were passed on four floors to allow the walls to be closed in completely. Three main 
concrete interior stair sections were delivered and installed, and light fixtures are being received 
at the site. Work has continued to proceed at the anticipated pace and finishes have begun to be 
installed utilizing temporary 
heat. Domination Energy must energize the building soon allowing the permanent heating 
equipment to operate and the installation of the elevators. Anticipated school opening is still 
September 2019. 

 
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
Geopier installation is complete. Excavation for foundations will start in early March with 
issuance of the building permit.   
 
Long Bridge Park Field 1 and 4 Replacement 
Design Development documents have been submitted.  DPR landscape architect is working with 
County Purchasing Office on finalizing the contract outstanding for the work required on three 
fields. Waiting for proposals from turf vendor. 

 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 

• Columns have started to be poured on the Lubber Run site. 
• The first large concrete pour for the parking garage is scheduled to begin in mid-March. 
 

Lucky Run/Allie Freed 
The second phase of reforestation was completed in Fall 2019. Invasive plant removal will 
resume second quarter 2019. 
 
Madison Manor Park 
Pre-Bid meeting held on 2/26, and the bids are due by mid-March.  
 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Park is open, chairs and bench received and currently with DPR Parks and Natural Resource staff 
for stenciling of Arlington logos. Plantings to occur later, during planting season. Boulder addition 
timeframe TBD. 
 
Mosaic Park  
Pedestrian bridge contractors have vacated the site and re-established the site with some 
discrepancies, waiting on some final information.  Pre-construction meeting with park 
contractors tentatively scheduled for March 26, 2019 depending on issuance of project purchase 
order.  
 
Nelly Custis Park 
Seat wall footer installed, partial boulders selected and to be installed at seat wall middle of this 
month. 
 
Oakland Park 
The project has gone out to bid, with an anticipated County Board meeting for award of 
construction contract in April 2019. 

 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The skate park specialty contractor is completing punch list work items, some of which are 
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temperature-sensitive. It is expected that the Skate Park will be opened for use when ready and 
ahead of completion of some other items in the park. It is currently anticipated that the Skate Park 
will be opened by the end of March. The entire project is on track to be completed late winter 
2019 with final landscaping to occur in spring 2019. A May 4 grand opening event is being 
planned. 
 
Public Spaces Master Plan (A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS)) Process 
The Request to Advertise (RTA) County Board agenda item was considered at the County Board’s 
March 19, 2019 recessed agenda meeting.  The County Board will consider this item again as a 
full, regular agenda item at the April 2019 regular or recessed County Board meeting.  
 
RHP+ 
Construction continues at the Wilson School site and the school is expected to open in the fall of 
2019. Penzance continues demolition and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station 
#10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The 
park is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently 
being prepared for the playground (on the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction 
in 2021. APAH has submitted for permits for their site and anticipates the undergrounding of 
utilities on 18th Street North to start later this winter, with their building starting in summer 
2019. 
 
Site Plan Review 

• SP #233 1501 Arlington Blvd. (Best Western Site) - no change  
▪ This project is anticipated to go to the Planning Commission and County Board 

hearings April.   
 

• SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center – no change 
▪ Two Mixed-Use Buildings (685 Residential Units) 
▪ New Harris Teeter and ground-level retail  
▪ Thee-level structured parking garages (923 parking spaces total) 
▪ New Public Park (0.5 Acres) 
▪ First SPRC meeting anticipated no earlier than March 2019. 

 
Tyrol Hill Park  

• Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permit has been renewed. Once the final 
report/certification for the BMP and the As-Builds are completed the LDA can be closed 
out.  One item for survey certification has been submitted, received copy of the permeable 
paver. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Forestry staff performed a survey of all champion trees in the County, and found 8 
champion trees no longer present. Loss was either due to storms or development. On the 
positive side, several champion trees were preserved during construction, as well. 

2. Tree maintenance staff is getting close to catching up on the summer workload still in 
place. We are down from 100 open requests to just  

3. Planting for Fall 2018 has concluded, and a spring list is underway for planting on rights-
of-way and parks. 

4. A new specimen tree was added to our inventory. It can be viewed at 
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/specimen-trees/    

5. Staff is working with the developer of 6711 Lee Hwy, to protect the two trees conditioned 
to be protected on Charles Stewart park.   

https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/specimen-trees/
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6. Sparrow pond, a stormwater pond along the W&OD park, is proposed to be dredged and 
rebuilt, as it has silted over. This will impact trees to provide construction access and 
dredging work. 

7. VDOT: I-66 Custis Trail Realignment – Plans to improve the trail along I-66 between 
Westover Park and Bon Air Park is ongoing, but is coming to a resolution. Initial plans had 
32 trees being removed for the realignment. Plans (not approved, yet) now show only two 
trees being removed.  

8. Long Bridge – Met with DPR staff on tree replacements for the site and where they will be 
installed. NPS has verbally agreed to allow the County to plant some of the replacement 
trees on their property as a reforestation effort. The agreement is not yet finalized. 

9. Drew school: Looking forward to a resubmission of the plan, with improved tree 
preservation and planting. 

 
 
Commission Member Reports   Purple = Information provided at PRC Meeting 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• The task force has met twice since the last report. The March 7 meeting included 

formal presentations and extensive discussion of 5 possible design options for the 
park (two of which had two variations). Several of these were rejected by member 
vote, and four versions, amended and modified from several previous options, were 
reviewed at the March 21 meeting. The meetings have been very civil and orderly, 
but the challenges of trying to find ways to preserve and enhance a park while also 
providing some improved operational features for DES services are substantial. 
Another meeting is scheduled for March 28, with a goal of then concluding with an 
approved final report to the board on April 11. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• March is National Nutrition Month. In recognition of this and the vital role that local 

nutrition programs substantially funded under the Older Americans Act and offered 
by cities and counties play in sustaining the health, vitality and social well-being of 
their elderly citizens, the Deputy Director of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Eric Hargan, toured the Walter Reed Senior Center in Arlington on 
March 6th. Mr. Hargan and members of his staff also assisted in serving the noon 
meal and visited with the congregate meal program participants. The HHS 
representatives were impressed by all the program activities, including the arts and 
painting class led for forty years by Ms. Blanche Kirchner. At 97 years of age, Ms. 
Kirchner is Arlington County’s longest serving employee.  The activities and an 
explanation of Arlington’s program in particular, were videoed by the HHS 
Administration for Community Living and is available for viewing on this link at the 
ACL website.   https://acl.gov/news-and-events/acl-blog/more-just-meal  

• At the March 12th budget work session of the county board, the suggested fees from 
the Long Bridge Aquatic and Fitness Center Working Group was briefly discussed. It 
was decided that adoption of fees would be done with the 2021 budget. The Working 
Group and DPR will use this time to gather more feedback on the fees and to address 
such issues as possible charges for rental of the facility by outside groups for meets, 
tournaments, parties, etc.  

• On February 27th DPR staff met with the executive committee of the county Senior 
Adult Council and presented the proposed 2020 budget and discussed any effects it 
may have on the 55+ programs. The program most impacted will be the aquatics 

https://acl.gov/news-and-events/acl-blog/more-just-meal
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classes in that a $10 pool usage fee per session would be charged to all aqua 
participants to help defer APS expense in maintaining the pools. 

• On April 7th from 10 am to noon, Arlington Mill Community Center will offer an 
EarthFest for all ages of participants to learn about composting, recycling, removal 
of invasive plant species, creative arts and much more. Stations will be provided by 
representatives from the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, the Arlington Art 
Truck and more. 

• Also, on May 17th the Annual 55+ Fitness Day will be held at the Walter Reed 
Community Center. Demonstrations of available fitness, sports, health and wellness 
activities and programs will take place. All free for anyone 55+. 

 
• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 

• The Alcova Heights Concept Design public meeting was held in February. After the 
meeting I rewalked the area mindful of the Concept Design and developed the 
following considerations: 

- Consider a rain garden / natural drainage structure to capture runoff from the 
rebuilt Basketball court.  This is a Resource Protection Area and the moving 
the BB court provides a chance to mitigate court runoff. 

- Consider eliminating the Adult fitness station planned adjacent to the 
Basketball court.  It seems an unlikely place for such a station.  It is not part of 
a fitness trail.  As a standalone station it may not attract much use.  

- The green space on the most southern end of the park (Columbia Pike end) has 
potential as a wet-marshy habit.  Some of the existing storm water drainage 
from George Mason Drive into Doctor's Branch that has already meandered 
itself into this low-lying area.  Formalizing and improving the current partial 
water diversion into this stream side low lying area would provide some 
natural filtration of the current runoff that now goes directly into Doctor's 
Branch.  It would make the habit consistently wet, adding a small but valuable 
wet bottom land habitat to Arlington.  It currently supports skunk cabbage 
and trees that favor bottom land areas.  Invasive removal and shrub plantings 
would enhance its ecological value and it would improve its capabilities as a 
natural filtration buffer to Doctor's Branch.  

- Perhaps current or projected volley ball court usage merits a volley ball court 
but the community may wish to consider an alternative physical activity in 
that space. Just as an example the Wall Ball amenity next to the entrance to 
Barcroft Recreation Center is a popular attraction. 

- Consider the limited utility of the proposed redesigned firepit.  The expected 
use of such a feature may be low given the difficulty of obtaining and hauling 
the firewood as well as water to extinguish the fire after use. Because this area 
is in the proposed woodland understory planting zone, consider a park bench 
and demonstration native plant shade garden with plant labels and 
educational signage. 

- Consider modifying the picnic shelter design to include a fireplace and 
chimney. Permitted fireplace use with cooking grates could accommodate 
group cookouts and rainproof birthday party cookouts!   

- The park refresh may provide the County with an opportunity to address the 
extreme erosion on the boundary between Foreign Service Training Center and 
the Park. The erosion from rapid storm water run-off into this Resource 
Protection Area will only increase without intervention.  The County may not 
have direct jurisdiction over the area but it merits reopening discussions with 
the appropriate authorities. 
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• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 

• The BEWG held its final meeting March 7 with a new updated draft of the MTP Bike 
Element.  The WG reviewed responses from the online survey, 
commission/committee comments, and comments from the Audubon Society of 
Northern Virginia.  The County Board approved a request to advertise public 
hearings of the proposed update to the MTB Bike Element.  Public hearings are 
scheduled for April 4, Transportation Commission, April 8, Planning Commission, and 
April 23, County Board.  The update draft may be found at the Master 
Transportation Plan Bicycle Element Working Group website. 
 

• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Banquet is scheduled for Friday, April 5th, and a meeting on open data will be had at 

the Civic Federation. 
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• At the February 27 meeting options for the Buck property based on consultant 
analysis was presented.  One "field" scenario, requested by APS, showed the property 
completely covered by playing fields.  This option would require some fairly 
significant regrading.  The other scenarios include the use of current buildings for 
APS administrative and temporary education purposes.   
 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Haynes/Howell) 

• Aileen Winquist, Watershed Outreach Program Manager with the Department of 
Environmental Services, provided an update on stormwater projects, including 
Ballston Pond and Sparrow Pond.  There was a good deal of discussion about how 
these projects should serve both a stormwater function, as well as providing 
opportunities for viewing nature. If scoped properly with adequate viewing 
opportunities and interpretative signage, these projects can further the objectives of 
a biophilic community in creating more opportunities for human-nature 
connections. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (TBD) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 

• Arlington Education Center Reuse (Sergio Enriquez) 
- PFRC/BLPC met last on January 2019 regarding the Ed Center reuse project. 

The understanding then was that the schematic design was approved via vote 
by both committees and APS was to move forward to get School Board and 
County approval (here is the link for the project’s website:  
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-
review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/).   

- On March 7, 2019, Brett Wallace (County Architect) emailed the following: 
“Schematic Design revisions reflected in the use permit submission dated 
March 4, 2019 
Based on feedback from the committees and DES transportation staff, APS is 
now proposing the parent drop-off/pick-up on site rather than on Quincy 
Street. Therefore, the multipurpose court shown previously is no longer 

https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/school-projects/education-center/
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feasible.”  
- There is concern about this latest change and hope to gather thoughts before 

the upcoming meeting on April 3rd.  The multi-use court was to provide an 
alternate space for various activities for both students and residents of the 
County.  The upcoming joint PFRC/BLPC meeting is on April 3, 2019 7pm – 
9pm at W-L HS. 

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Caroline Haynes) 

• On March 6 the Planning Commission unanimously supported the Request to 
Advertise (RTA) the final draft of the PSMP, with one motion elaborating how casual 
use space provides important community gathering areas. The County Board 
unanimously supported the RTA at the March 19 meeting. The draft considered by 
the County Board included language from the motion made by the Planning 
Commission on casual use space, as well as some additional changes that reflected a 
range of comments from Planning Commissioners and revised language on field 
lighting. Representatives from E2C2, UFC, Sports Commission and PRC Chair Bill Ross 
spoke in support of the RTA at both the Planning Commission meeting and the 
County Board meeting. 
 

• Final consideration of the PSMP is scheduled to come before the Planning 
Commission on April 10, 2019 and before the County Board at either the April 23 or 
25 (TBD) meetings. At the County Board meeting there were a number of speakers 
that focused on support for mountain biking, and other speakers that spoke against 
mountain biking and the need to protect natural areas. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar Shah) 

- The March 11th meeting was the second scheduled meeting for this project 
before it goes to the Planning Commission and County Board. CPHD staff 
emphasized that after reviewing the proposed central courtyard/open space 
rendering, the drawing depicted lack of public access into the open space on 
both entrances along Washington Blvd and Kirkwood Road. The depiction was 
changed to an entrance into the building lobby where the open courtyard 
space can be accessed on the other side. One change since the first SPRC 
meeting is that the street view into the centralized courtyard increased from 
8ft to 25ft wide. Also, the applicant is proposing a seeded grass patch at the 
intersection of Washington Blvd and Kirkwood Road.  The PRC and Planning 
Commission recommends removing the grass and instead activating the public 
realm of the space with outdoor seating furniture, such as a bench. 

- PRC has express some concerns about the Ball Burial Ground site as listed 
below.  We have since learned that the Ball Burial Ground improvements 
would be considered when the YMCA site is developed.  

1. Would the applicant consider providing (and staff considers asking 
as part of the community benefit) funds to help develop the 
improvements for Ball Burial Ground?  

2. With the circulation planned for this block, which will connect the 
building to the burial grounds, this public space will not only benefit 
the community but the residents of this building. With the dearth of 
parks close by, the parks and recreation needs of new residents of 
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this area should be met with assistance to the County in providing 
necessary public space. 

 
• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Best Western Site (Shruti Kuppa) 

- This project proposes redevelopment of an existing hotel site with a 12-story 
hotel building, an adjacent garden apartment site with a 10-story residential 
building and an above-grade parking structure.  In terms of public space, the 
project does not offer much.  However, in return for obtaining additional 
density the applicant is proposing to offer a contribution for renovations at the 
nearby Ft. Myer Heights Park.  This type of contribution is something the 
commission should continue to encourage.  The proposed building will also 
include a green roof on the parking structure, a bird-friendly facade design, 
and a dog amenity facility.  The project will come before the County Board in 
April. 
 

• Virginia Hospital Center (Bill Ross) 
- As prescribed by the County Board decision last fall, the applicant was required 

to come back to the SPRC to allow for review of the proposed corner mini-park 
at 19th and Edison Streets.  An SPRC meeting was held March 18.  The design 
appears to offer a fairly good attempt to soften this corner where a multi-story 
parking structure will be looming over the neighborhood.  The design would 
allow for pedestrians to follow their instincts in traversing the site.  Several 
suggestions were made concerning native trees and shrubs, thoughtful, 
realistic plantings along curbs and sidewalks, solutions for art, and the idea of 
developing a guided walking loop around the entire VHC super block. 
 

• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
- The owner had been proposing as a minor site plan amendment to add two 

retail pavilions into this site which has been designated, through a previous 
site plan and public easement, a public open space.   Several concerns and 
objections raised by DPR staff and the PRC have caused the plans to be put on 
hold.  Other than concerns over the change in the public vs. private nature of 
the space, loss of trees, loss of a playground, and others, there was apparently a 
problem with adding structures that exceed kiosk-sized zoning allowances.  
We will keep monitoring this project.   

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 

• DES held the first public engagement meeting to inform interested residents about 
plans to redesign and dredge the stormwater abatement/wetland area on the 
W&OD trail known as Sparrow Pond. This is the 30% design stage, with a general 
plan for clearing sediment, modifying the channel path, and adding a fore-bay (as we 
heard re Ballston Pond). The meeting was well attended and many participants 
asked questions or made recommendations for certain features. Like Ballston Pond, 
this has been, and should continue to be, a dual-purpose feature, but providing 
optimal wildlife habitat and nature park viewing features for the public. 
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
• The Sports Commission met February 28 and received the FY20 DPR budget briefing 

from Becky Schmitt.  It was substantively the same briefing provided to PRC on the 
26th.  The remainder of the meeting was a presentation by County Board member 
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Matt de Ferranti on the Amazon proposal.  Matt is the new Board liaison with the 
Sports Commission.  His presentation did not directly address sports issues but was 
intended to increase information on the Amazon proposal in the community.   
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• The February UFC meeting included the presentation of candidates for recognition 

as “Notable Trees” in Arlington. A total of 23 trees were approved. There was also 
some discussion about how to recognize certain trees that are not notable by the 
current standards, but are perhaps noteworthy because of their unique history or 
characteristics. No decision was sought about that issue. Board Liaison Matt de 
Ferranti attended much of the meeting, his first visit to UFC. He provided some 
background on his experience and interests, and also discussed some highlights of 
the Amazon deal as well as describing the spring budget process. Becky Schmidt, 
DPR, presented the FY 2020 budget proposal for the department. This was the same 
presentation provided to PRC a few days earlier. Finally, Vincent Verweij, Urban 
Forestry manager, reported on an comparative analysis of Arlington and Fairfax 
approaches to providing incentives to developers under provisions of the Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Ordinance. Results were not conclusive that the Fairfax method 
had better results, which had been speculated, apparently due to the larger average 
lot sizes in Fairfax. 

 
 
Other Business 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o Best Western Site 

▪ PRC Chair Ross relayed that a letter will be provided by the PRC.  
 

o Amazon 
▪ PRC Chair Ross will compose a letter on Amazon/Crystal City, specifically 

detailing how the PRC may continue to work with the County Board on the 
various projects that contain open space components.  
 

• It was announced that a meeting on the Four Mile Run restoration will occur on Wednesday, 
April 10th, and interested Commission members are welcomed to attend. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: April 23, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 


