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FAAC Opinion 
 
The FY2020 initial proposed expenditure budget for Arlington Economic Development (AED) is 
$8,429,032, a four percent decrease over the FY2019 adopted budget.  
 
However, the County Manager recommended adding back one-time funding totaling $209,834 
(to fund 2.0 FTEs), to manage the transition to a (as yet underdetermined) new model of 
providing services to arts organizations. 
 
 

FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board adopt the County Manager’s proposed budget, 
including the changes proposed in the March 29, 2019, Budget Work Session Follow-up, for 
FY2020 for Arlington Economic Development. 

Vote Yes:  10 No:  2 Abstain 

Comments ● Some members supported the County Manager’s original 
proposed budget for AED. 

 
 
Future Considerations 
 
FAAC is concerned by the sudden nature of the initially proposed budget reductions in cultural 
affairs, and the impact the unexpected proposal could have on both staff morale and on 
community engagement. 
 
FAAC is encouraged by the exploration of more efficient and effective ways to support the arts 
in Arlington.  FAAC members had a variety of comments on the future model the County should 
explore, including: 
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● Members urge AED to work with businesses (both for profit and nonprofit), Libraries, and 
Arlington Public Schools, with robust public engagement, to develop the new model and 
a workable transition plan.  

● Members encourage the County Board to work with the School Board to support 
improving the coordination and efficiency of these services when provided to schools 
and when using space within schools. 

 
As noted in FAAC’s letter to the County Board dated [], FAAC commends AED for its successful 
efforts to bring Amazon’s HQ2 to Arlington, and urges the County Manager to continue making 
investments that maintain the quality of life that supported AED’s efforts.  FAAC encourages 
AED to continue its strategy to diversify Arlington’s employment options to support the resiliency 
of Arlington’s economy and to ensure that the benefits of development are shared across 
Arlington.  Additionally, FAAC encourages AED to continue to partner collaboratively with 
organizations around the region, such as Arlington Public Schools, Northern Virginia Community 
College, and area universities, to support economic development. 

 
 
 


