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A request by Joseph and Anissa Brennan, owners of 3435 8th Street South in the Alcova Historic District, to screen in 

an existing side porch, which will include adding wood framing and a pair of wood engaged columns to the design of 

the porch. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:  HALRB 

  

FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

 

DATE:  April 10, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: 3435 8th Street South, CoA 19-07, Alcova Historic District  

 

 

Background Information 

 

The Greek Revival-style frame house comprising the Alcova Historic District was constructed ca. 1848. 

The Countywide Reconnaissance Level Architectural Survey Form describes the house as follows:  
 

The original section consists of a 2-story, side gable, dwelling with an interior chimney. 

This section was clad in wood shiplap siding and contains 2-over-2, double-hung wood-

sash windows. The present Italianate cornice with decorative wood brackets on the east 

elevation was added at a later date. The second section of the house, erected sometime in 

the late 19th century is a 2½-story, side gable frame building clad in wood German siding. 

An exterior end brick chimney adorns its west gable end. The 2-story, pedimented portico 

supported on fluted Tuscan columns was added in the 1920s along with the wrought iron 

balcony over the new front entrance on the north elevation.   

 

Previously, the HALRB approved CoAs for a renovation in February 2014 and new fencing in November 

2018. 

 

Proposal 

 

The applicant is requesting to screen in an existing side porch, which will include adding wood framing 

and a pair of wood engaged columns to the porch design. 

 

DRC Review 

 

The Design Review Committee (DRC) first considered the screening-in of this porch as part of CoA 18-14 

at its August 1, 2018, meeting; however, the porch request was ultimately separated from that CoA and 

only the fencing was approved in November 2018. The DRC heard this new application to screen-in the 

existing side porch at its April 3, 2019, meeting. The DRC suggested that the applicant provide a full-size 

drawing set for the HALRB hearing in case any members wanted to look at the connector details. The DRC 

recommended that the subject application be placed on the consent agenda for the April 17, 2019, HALRB 

hearing. 

 



 

 2 

Recommendation 

 

Staff recommends approval of the application as the proposed screened-in porch will be located on the 

side of the house rather than on the front porch along the primary elevation. The proposed modification is 

compatible with the character of the Local Historic District and the design conforms with Rehabilitation 

Standards #2, #9, and #10 specified in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties. 

 

Standard #2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a 

property will be avoided. 

 

Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 

proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

Standard #10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

 

 



Updated 3/01/2019 

HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: April 3, 2019 

For DRC: Robert Dudka, Charles Craig, Andrew Wenchel        

For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Serena Bolliger, Cynthia Liccese-Torres 

Case #  19-07 Agenda Item #2

Applicant(s): Joseph and Anissa Brennan 

Design Recommendations: 

1. DRC to review application materials for more detail on how the screen will interface with the existing

columns.

2. Either bring one full-size drawing set to the HALRB hearing on April 17, 2019 or digitally submit a

one-page layout that shows two bays of the elevation and the detail of the screen’s connection to the

column in plan – both at a larger scale (11x17 sheet).

Findings: 

    Return to next DRC meeting 

 X     Send to HALRB  

If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

     X     Place on consent agenda 

_____  Place on discussion agenda: 

_____  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 

_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 

_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  

_____  No recommendation.  


