
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Neighborhood Services Division 

Courthouse Plaza One   2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700   Arlington, VA 22201 

TEL 703.228.3830  FAX 703.228.3834  www.arlingtonva.us 

 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019  

(Make-up meeting for 2/20/19 snow cancellation) 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

Lobby Rooms Cherry and Dogwood 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Omari Davis 

Robert Dudka 

Sarah Garner, Vice Chairman 

Gerry Laporte 

Mark Turnbull 

Andrew Wenchel 

Richard Woodruff, Chairman 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Jennie Gwin 

Carmela Hamm 

Joan Lawrence  

Sara Steinberger  

 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator 

Angelina Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist  

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Ms. Jones called the roll and determined 

there was a quorum.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 16, 2019, MEETING MINUTES 

 

The Chairman called for any changes to the January 16, 2019, draft meeting minutes. There were 

no comments. Ms. Garner moved to approve the draft minutes and Mr. Craig seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously, 8-0.  
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PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Chairman asked if there were any public speakers and there were none present. The Chairman 

stated there were two items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

1) Ginger and Ken Brown 

   5151 14th Street North 

   CoA 16-16H (HP1900006) 

   Broadview Historic District 

Request to install a gas fire pit on the patio at the back of the house. 

 

2) Michele and Mathias Hansen 

   3628 21st Avenue North 

   CoA 19-05 (HP1900011) 

   Maywood Historic District 

Request to install an exhaust vent at the side of the dwelling that will not 

be visible form the public right-of-way. 

 

The Chairman called for any questions or comments on the consent agenda. There were none. 

Mr. Turnbull moved to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Laporte seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously, 8-0. 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

The Chairman said there was one item on the discussion agenda and invited the applicant to the 

table.  

 

1) Thomas and Christina Gelson (only Mr. Gelson attended) 

   2314 North Kenmore Street 

   CoA 18-03E (HP1900002) 

   Maywood Historic District 

Request to review landscape plan. 

 

Discussion Agenda Item #1: 2314 North Kenmore Street 

 

The Chairman asked the applicant to describe the current CoA request. Mr. Gelson explained 

that construction is nearing completion and they are seeking approval of their landscape plan. 

This includes a request to remove two mature Norway maples from the front yard and replace 

them with a scarlet oak at the front of the property and another canopy tree at the back of the 

property. He also explained that they wish to remove the asphalt parking pad in front of the 

dwelling and regrade the area to be level. He concluded by stating that they also want to plant a 

Dogwood at the back of the house, in addition to the canopy tree that would replace one of the 

Norway maples. 
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The Chairman invited the Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff to provide a report and 

recommendation on the case. Ms. Jones clarified that only the landscape plan was being 

considered under this CoA and that the primary elements included in this landscape plan were: 1) 

to remove the mature Norway maples; 2) to remove the asphalt parking pad in front of the house 

(not the driveway alongside the house); and 3) to remove the retaining walls adjacent to the 

asphalt parking pad. She stated that staff recommends approval per Chapter 7: Site Elements of 

the Maywood Design Guidelines and that this recommendation was based partially on an 

evaluation by an Arlington County arborist, Adam Lipera. Ms. Jones detailed Mr. Lipera’s 

recommendation, noting that the arborist had visited the property in July 2018 and evaluated 

only one of the two Norway maples and determined that it was healthy. However, at the request 

of the Design Review Committee (DRC), HPP staff asked Mr. Lipera to re-evaluate both trees in 

February 2019. He found that the tree he had previously evaluated had declined precipitously 

and that the second Norway maple was also in a state of decline. Mr. Lipera estimated that both 

trees had a two-year life expectancy and recommended their removal. Ms. Jones noted that Mr. 

Lipera advised that the current state of the trees is most likely due to damage incurred during 

construction of the house on the property and aggressive pruning by the power company. She 

concluded by stating that the forester recommended that two canopy trees be planted to offset the 

loss of the two Norway maples, one in front of the house and one at the rear. 

 

The Chairman then called on Mr. Dudka to give the DRC report. Mr. Dudka explained that the 

DRC heard this case at its February 6, 2019, meeting. The DRC determined this was not a design 

issue and that the removal of trees is typically something that the full Board considers. The DRC 

decided it was appropriate to place this case on the discussion agenda without a formal 

recommendation.  

 

The Chairman opened the floor for discussion. Mr. Craig and Mr. Dudka both added that the 

DRC requested the arborist report at the February 6, 2019, meeting to help guide the HALRB’s 

discussion.  

 

Ms. Bolliger stated that the HPP staff has discussed whether in the future they should request a 

tree protection plan for large renovation projects. The Chairman observed that the Maywood 

Design Guidelines do provide for tree protection, but the homeowners in this case were not told 

by the County to take any specific precautions to protect the trees during construction, which led 

to their decline. The Chairman concluded by asserting that while he intended to vote in favor of 

this CoA, in the future he would not vote to approve any CoA with the potential to negatively 

impact mature trees in a [local] historic district that does not include a tree protection plan. This 

is in line with Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design Guidelines, which stipulates that 

trees measuring 15 inches in diameter should be retained.  

 

Mr. Dudka proposed that it would be beneficial to amend the [Maywood] guidelines to 

specifically require a tree protection plan conforming to industry standards when necessary. The 

Chairman agreed that such an amendment could be helpful, but stressed the HALRB can require 

the retention of mature trees under the current Maywood Design Guidelines. Mr. Craig pointed 

out that in other municipalities, requirements for tree protection plans are monitored by 

permitting offices, not through historic preservation programs. Mr. Dudka countered that this is 

because these municipalities monitor mature trees everywhere, not just in historic districts. Mr. 
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Dudka said since Arlington does not provide that protection throughout the County, the HALRB 

needs to monitor the retention of mature trees within the County’s historic districts.  

 

Mr. Laporte voiced his support for amending the Maywood Design Guidelines to require a tree 

protection plan if it is likely that a protected tree will be impacted by a proposed project. Ms. 

Liccese-Torres stated that such an amendment will require a community process and would need 

to be handled separately from the current guidelines amendment process, which is limited in 

scope to changing requirements for certain activities from a CoA to an ACoA.  

 

Mr. Turnbull moved that the HALRB approve the CoA and Mr. Davis seconded. The item 

passed unanimously 8-0.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (ACoAs) 

 

The Chairman asked for any comments from the Board on the ACoAs; there were none.  

 

1) Scott Pietan and Mary-Frances Styczynski 

   2911 23rd Street North 

   ACoA 19-05 (HP1900010) 

   Maywood Historic District 

Removal of a non-historic metal fence along the property line facing 

North Fillmore Street. 

 

Discussion Agenda Item: Queens Court Apartments - Review of Historic Marker  

 

The Chairman invited Laura London, Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH) 

representative, to the table. Ms. London introduced the revised concept for the narrative and 

design of the historic marker for the Queens Court Apartments based on feedback from the 

HALRB in January 2019. 

 

Ms. Jones explained that the HPP staff worked with APAH to incorporate the changes requested 

by the HALRB and that staff recommended approval of the current design. She noted that there 

were two versions to consider because one of the photos in the first option required permission 

prior to its use; staff had not yet obtained this permission. 

 

Mr. Laporte commented that the new design was a material improvement compared to the earlier 

version, but he did have a few minor suggestions. He thought the subtitle should be changed for 

clarity and suggested it be changed to “Early Affordable Housing.” Mr. Laporte then made 

several suggestions for copy editing.  

 

Mr. Wenchel commented that he found the picture of the pent roof in the second option more 

compelling than the photo of the builder in the first option. Other members voiced their 

preference for the second option as well. 

 

Ms. Garner asked if the screening at the bottom of the photos for the captions could be the same 

height because the different heights accommodating the line breaks were visually distracting.  
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Mr. Laporte made a motion to approve the design of the proposed Queens Court Apartments 

historic marker, as edited. Ms. Garner seconded and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 

 

Reports of the Chairman and Staff:  

 

Chairman’s Report: The Chairman announced that County Board member Matt de Ferranti, the 

new HALRB liaison, plans to attend the March 20, 2019, HALRB meeting.  

 

The Chairman continued, stating that Mr. de Ferranti responded to the HALRB’s recent letter 

voicing concern about the lack of mature tree protection in Arlington’s National Register 

Historic Districts. He and County Board Chairman, Christian Dorsey, have requested a meeting 

with Mr. Woodruff and Phil Klingelhofer, the Urban Forestry Commission Chairman, to discuss 

the matter further.  

 

The Chairman noted that he attended a kick-off meeting for the Lee Highway planning study on 

February 12, 2019. He reported that the County hired a consultant to advise on increasing the 

walkability and overall function of the corridor. There will be a public workshop in the fall and 

currently there are biweekly Friday studios that anyone is welcome to attend. Ms. Garner 

reported that she called into a recent focus group meeting that introduced the goals of the Lee 

Highway planning study.  

 

The Chairman concluded by suggesting that the HALRB send a second letter regarding the 

removal of the tank from the rafters of the milk shed, which is the only remaining outbuilding at 

the Reevesland Local Historic District. He reminded the Board that they had sent a letter in 

August 2017 to the County Board, but that the HALRB did not receive a response.  

 

Staff and Other Reports: Ms. Liccese-Torres began with an update on the Clarendon War 

Memorial interpretive markers project, announcing that the Washington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority (WMATA) has determined that the project will have no impact on their 

facilities and will not require any further WMATA review. She continued by outlining the HPP 

staff’s intended timeline for completing HALRB review of the historic marker design and 

content with an aim to have a final review of all the proposed markers in June. This would allow 

ample time during the summer to have the frames and markers fabricated and installed prior to 

an unveiling on Veteran’s Day. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres stated that the 11th Street and Kirkwood Site Plan, which is adjacent to the 

American Legion/APAH Site Plan, is currently underway with its public process. She continued 

by asking for primary and secondary HALRB volunteers to represent the Board during the 

planning process. Mr. Laporte volunteered as the primary representative and Mr. Davis 

volunteered as the secondary representative. The next Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) 

meeting will be held on March 11, 2019. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres reported that the February 4, 2019, 60th anniversary event celebrating the 

desegregation of Arlington’s public schools was well-attended and included a Q&A with 

Michael Jones, one of the integrating students, as well as student re-enactors and readers.  
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Ms. Liccese-Torres announced that John Liebertz is no longer working for the County and that 

his position was currently being advertised. The HPP staff will keep the HALRB informed as the 

search to fill the position progresses. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres concluded by stating that the County Manager has proposed a budget cut that 

will impact the HPP in FY20 (starting July 1, 2019). A 14% one-time reduction of the HPP 

consultant funding has been proposed. The County Board will vote in April on a final FY20 

budget. Ms. Garner asked if the full-time, one-year internship was only a one-time position. Ms. 

Liccese-Torres confirmed that it was. 

 

The Chairman asked for an update on the status of the Maywood Design Guidelines amendment. 

Ms. Liccese-Torres responded that the proposed changes are currently being reviewed internally.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 


