
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

Minutes 3-4-2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium.  

 

In attendance were: Caroline Haynes, David Howell, Colt Gregory (Parks & Rec), Clair O’Dea 

(E2C2), Phil Klingelhofer (UFC), Aileen Winquist (DES), and Alonso Abugattas (DPR) 

 

No Public comments. Minutes from 2-4-19 were adopted. 

 

Guest: Aileen Winquist, Watershed Outreach Program Manager, Department of Environmental 

Services 

 

Stormwater Updates and Opportunities for Wetland Projects 

 

Aileen Winquist, Stormwater Outreach Program Manager (DES), provided updates on several 

existing and newly completed projects. These included: 

Four Mile Run: 5 acres of new meadow, with riprap removal and establishing a living shoreline. 

Rockingham & West Little Pimmit: storm sewer improvements. 

Williamsburg Green Streets: 2.2 acres with neighborhood conservation project and traffic 

calming. 

Kirkwood Green Streets: .4 acres 

Windy Run Stream Restoration: 500’ linear along the pumping station. 

Donaldson Run Tributary B: 1300’ linear  

Ballston Pond: likely to start Fall of 2019 with TMDL credits and 6 acres, sediment catching 

forebay and other conservation amenities. 

Sparrow Ponds: established 1990’s, cleaned out in 2007, now in plans for restoration with 

improvements, including a sediment catching forebay. 

Gulf Branch: high priority stream restoration in planning. 

Waverly Hills: receiving a storm sewer upgrade.  

 

Discussion focused on how we can encourage the county to view these projects not just through 

the lens of DES stormwater remediation, but also as potential opportunities to provide park-like 

opportunities and quality wildlife habitats. Adequately scoping projects up front to include 

viewing areas, trails and interpretative signage, where appropriate, is an important step in 

ensuring that taxpayer funds are used strategically and to the greatest benefit of the community. 

Ballston Pond and Sparrow Pond were specifically identified as providing opportunities for 

serving as wetland nature parks. Stream restorations, by allowing more direct connection with 

streams, may also serve this dual purpose. 

 

 

 

 



Staff Updates 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• The scope of work for the integrated natural resources management plan has been 

completed and is undergoing final reviews prior to announcement. 

• The native plant nursery continues its work days Thursdays, has increased space in the 

greenhouse, and will be growing native plants for use by the Landscape Unit in mostly 

bioretention areas. 

• The Natural Resources Management Unit plans on several events for the City Nature 

Challenge, including a mini bioblitz. 

• The Natural Resources Unit has representation on the steering Committee of the Plant 

NOVA Natives Campaign. 

• Search continues for potential sponsor for the NOVA PRISM. 

 

Member Reports 

• Phil Klingelhofer reported that the UFC had sent a letter regarding concerns they had 

with the proposed County’s bike plan. 

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) informed NRJAG that an Arlington video featuring scouts 

discussing the importance and benefits of trees had been released. 

• Caroline Haynes (Park & Rec) reported that Arlington County and Arlington Regional 

Master Naturalists are planning numerous events as part of the global City Nature 

Challenge and that post cards advertising the event had been produced. 

• Caroline Haynes informed the group that cuts to the nature center staff were included in 

the second tier of budget cuts, should the tax rate not be increased.  

• Claire O’Dea (E2C2) reported on several letters E2C2 has sent to the board, including an 

updated letter on the Public Spaces Master Plan, to reflect the changes that have been 

made to the plan based on previous E2C2 comments.  


