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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

March 28, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Best Western Project 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 

The Park and Recreation Commission participated in SPRC meetings concerning the development of the 
proposed new site plan at the Best Western Hotel site. We would like to share our thoughts on some of 
the outdoor space elements of the current plan.   

First, we support the inclusion as part of the community benefits package a contribution to support 
improvements at Ft. Myers Height Park. Many of the elements in this park, a pedestrian stroll from the 
site across the pedestrian bridge at Arlington Boulevard and which is the closest park to the site having 
recreation facilities, were last improved over 20 years ago. DPR staff has identified several amenities that 
can be improved with this contribution, including the picnic area (furnishings, ADA access, drinking 
fountain, invasive species removal), the half basketball court, and landscaping on a vacated playground 
site. 

The commission believes that private developer contributions for parks and open space is an important 
component of partnership arrangements between the county and private developers and promotes 
necessary provision of public facilities in our increasingly populated urban neighborhoods. We strongly 
urge CPHD staff, the Planning Commission, the board, and our private sector development partners to 
consider contributions to Arlington parks and public space, as we proceed with the numerous private 
development processes that the county will be undertaking over the next few years. Priorities supporting 
expansion and enhancement of public space, as expressed in our impending Public Spaces Master Plan, as 
well as numerous sector and phased development plans, are very clear.  

Second, we want to commend the plans for this project which will provide several features supporting 
enjoyment of public spaces and biophilic principles. These include a green roof on the top deck of the 
parking garage, a small dog run facility, and commitment to a bird-friendly architectural and window 
design.   

 Thank you for this opportunity to share our views. 
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Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Claude Williamson, Director, CPHD 
 Members, Planning Commission  
  
 


