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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
April 24, 2019 

 

 

Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chairman 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 

Arlington, VA 22201 

 

 

RE: Ed Center Reuse Project 

 

Dear Chairman Dorsey: 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) would like to share our perspective regarding the 

Ed Center Reuse project.  In recent months, APS has amended the schematic design of the 

outdoor scope of work and eliminated the multi-use court that was proposed in earlier meetings.  

Our commission believes eliminating this multi-use court will be a disservice to both APS 

students and residents of the County. 

 

Washington-Liberty High School (W-L) offers various community amenities to both students 

and residents and we believe adding this multi-use court will enhance recreational activities for 

all ages, especially during the summer months.  W-L is one of the main summer camp locations 

in the County and having this multi-use court can help with long term planning of camps. 

Currently, the first floor of the new Ed Center will have administrative offices, bathrooms, and a 

large multipurpose room with access to a terrace that looks out to areas where the multi-use court 

would be. This lay-out provides an appealing location to house camps.  

 

In recent years, DPR has held camps both inside of W-L as well as a rollerblade and bike camp 

on top of the Quincy Deck (parking garage). The rollerblade and bike camp posed some safety 

challenges since vehicular and pedestrian modes interacted on the parking garage.  Providing this 

multi-use court can allow DPR to schedule camps and other recreational and leisure classes 

while mitigating the aforementioned safety challenges. 

 

Furthermore, the multi-use court will provide students at the school with an onsite outdoor 

basketball court.  There is not a court onsite and students have to cross the busy intersection of 

Washington Blvd. to use the basketball courts at Quincy Park. 
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The current proposed plan will eliminate the multi-use court and add more parking spaces 

instead.  These parking spaces will be in addition to the required parking spaces that previous 

analysis had said was needed for the project.   

 

We did hear objections concerning the possible lack of student supervision at the multi-use court 

during the day.  But we believe that this court would be naturally monitored given its location in 

view of the various offices and classrooms in the building itself.  In addition, a court available to 

the community would be unsupervised in any case.  

 

Whatever the decision about the current plans for this site, we would urge that a future plan for a 

possible alternative outdoor uses of this space be considered.  This would include a review of 

traffic patterns and parking needs after the building is opened to see if a recreation court would 

be a better use of this space.  Possible added painting of court or play area dimension lines and 

equipment could also be considered for non-school hours non-parking use.  Finally, we 

recommend that plans for the addition of green landscaping and trees on the perimeters of the 

site be added.  Any additions of natural amenities to our heavily hardscaped school campuses are 

going to provide benefits to our school and community populations.  

 

The commission asks that you please consider the positive opportunities this multi-use court can 

bring to our county.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

Cc:  Members, Arlington County Board 

 Members, Arlington County School Board 

Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 

Members, Public Facilities Review Commission 

 Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

  

 


