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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

April 1, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Proposed Elimination of Funding for Outdoor Lab in APS FY20 Budget 
 
Dear Chair Dorsey:  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) would like to register its strong concern about 
possible elimination of the programs of the Outdoor Lab. As you are aware, under the 
superintendent’s proposed budget there is a Tier 2 set of cuts that might be undertaken in the 
event that the schools do not receive all the funding needed to fulfill its complete budget. One 
proposal in this Tier 2 set would eliminate activities at the Outdoor Lab.  This would amount to 
around $700 thousand.   
 
The Phoebe Hall Knipling Outdoor Laboratory is a 225-acre outdoor education facility in 
Fauquier County, Virginia, that is owned by the Arlington Outdoor Education Association 
(AOEA) and used by APS during the school year to run education programs for its students. 
Programs include approximately 90 day trips for over 4,500 third and seventh grade students and 
40 overnight trips for approximately 2,000 fifth graders. 
 
The learning opportunities provided by the Lab provide outdoor experiences and education not 
otherwise available to most of our children who are growing up in an increasingly hectic, urban 
environment. The Lab, combined with the classes and events provided by the Department of 
Park and Recreation’s Gulf Branch and Long Branch nature programs create invaluable exposure 
to the outdoors, scientific exploration, and environmental awareness, not only for Arlington’s 
school children, but also their families.  The physical condition of the facilities of the Lab, which 
were renovated and expanded in recent years, could face physical deterioration without ongoing 
financial support of the program. We urge both boards to consider the great loss to the county in 
the absence of a living, operating Outdoor Lab program--a program that is rare among U.S. cities 
or counties.   
 
Looking forward, members of the PRC have briefly discussed the idea of encouraging closer 
collaboration between APS, the county, and the AOEA in making use of this wonderful natural 
educational resource. The Lab currently hosts seasonal open houses where its facilities, 
programs, and woodlands are put on display. One could envision an expanded version of this 
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where on weekends or educational down times, the Lab grounds could be made available for 
general use to the Arlington public.  This would require assistance from the county in terms of 
funding for staffing and maintenance, but would be one way of effectively expanding the usable 
open, green space acreage for our residents.   We would be glad to discuss this with the two 
boards, the AOEA, APS and county staff.    
 
Thank you for considering our views.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Members, Arlington Public Schools 
Members, Planning Commission 
Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
Patrick Murphy, APS Superintendent 
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

  
 


