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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

April 2, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
 
RE: Additional PRC comments on Public Spaces Master Plan 
 
Dear Chair Dorsey: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) would like to follow up on our March 4 letter and 
the associated remarks I made to you at the March 19 Request To Advertise hearing for the 
Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP). At its March 26 meeting the PRC had another discussion on 
the PSMP. We strongly support the adoption of this planning document and wish to add the 
following thoughts.   
 
The commission repeatedly has observed numerous pressures on the county's park and recreation 
facilities. In our meetings and otherwise, many of these tensions have played out between 
various categories of citizens' interests such as programmed or other organized recreational uses 
versus casual use spaces that can be used for relaxation, reflection, and informal activities. As 
noted in our previous letter, there are other potential conflicts such as between bikes, scooters 
and pedestrians on trails, and tennis and pickle ball for courts, all of which support the need for 
additional land acquisition and efficient maintenance and utilization of existing public spaces. 
 
We appreciate that the PSMP acknowledges and addresses such potential conflicts and applaud 
the discussion in the PSMP under the heading "Public Engagement Moving Forward."  We find 
the following sentence there particularly helpful and instructive: "It is through balanced, open, 
and collaborative engagement and communication that Arlington can create great public spaces." 
 
We urge that both the County Board and county staff, by direction from the Board, keep in mind 
and prioritize "balanced, open, and collaborative engagement and communication" as the county 
implements the updated PSMP through park master plans and similar planning processes. 
 
In terms of planning processes, the commission looks forward to playing a major role in the 
public engagement processes that park master plans, park capital maintenance projects, park 
redesigns or other projects will require. The commission intends on being heavily involved, 
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along with other relevant commissions and interested parties, with the implementation of the 
many items of the PSMP Action Plan. Notably, we look to work with staff, neighborhoods, 
recreation and athletic groups and other parties in the action items calling for periodic review and 
evaluation of the methodology of data collection on the range of public space amenities. This 
will include the analysis of field utilization to improve data on the current use and assess future 
athletic field needs. We would expect that this analysis may focus on a wide set of considerations 
such as current field supply, current usage, expected demand across various sports and other 
activities, and the field allocation systems. We will also support the public process for evaluating 
the needs for additional synthetic fields and field lighting.   
 
The commission also would like to participate in an annual review process for implementation of 
the PSMP. We support the creation of an annual report from DPR that would allow the PRC, the 
board and other interested parties to assess and comment on progress made in achieving the 
objectives of the plan.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
Cc:  Members, Arlington County Board 
 Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 
 Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
  
 


