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D R A F T   Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Minutes – March 13, 2019 

2100 Clarendon Blvd Rm Azalea 

 

Commissioners present: Zachary Butler, Bismah Ahmed, Kendon Krause, Kirit Mookerjee, 

Michael Campbell, Christopher Bruno, Matthew Whitefield, Keller MacBeth (Chair). Absent: 

Kristin Clegg 

Public Comment – 1. Ms. Roberta Spence commented on the County Board meeting, held on 

March 4th where the TLC recommendation to increase the Housing Grant allocation was 

mentioned as part of the budget hearing. She was hopeful of a favorable outcome. 2. 

Commissioner Krause, informed the meeting about substantial renovations taking place at 

Potomac Towers apartment complex. She was concerned about poor communication to 

residents about possible asbestos findings and proper practices for abatement and the 

inconvenience of the renovation to tenants. She indicated that a series of town hall meetings 

had been held. No TLC action was proposed, given that there is no relocation plan for 

consideration. It was noted that Bell properties, the owner, has undertaken several similar 

renovations, in other neighborhoods. 

Approval of meeting minutes- Minutes were approved pending corrections.  

Current Business 

Office of Human Rights presentation to be rescheduled  

Eviction Reduction Subcommittee – Chair, MacBeth proposed the establishment of this 

subcommittee and there was discussion of the draft charter or scope of work for the committee 

(1- page document). He indicated that the document had been shared with the Housing 

Commission and CDCAC Advisory Committee with an invitation for participation. The document 

was accepted unanimously. All Commissioners except Commissioner Butler, volunteered to be 

members of the subcommittee.  Other members include Ms. Roberta Spence (a resident).  

Frequency of meetings – to be determined, perhaps, monthly, evening meetings. A doodle poll 

will be issued.  

First order of business for the subcommittee is the proposal to the Arlington’s General District 

Court seeking approval to hear all Arlington eviction cases on the same day, in order, to 

coordinate screening services for the affected residents. Commissioner Campbell expressed 

concern about the reality of this approach, given the number of cases. Commissioner 

Whitefield shared information about a diversion program that was piloted in Richmond as the 

source for the proposal being considered. Chair, MacBeth expressed optimism for the prospect 

of getting this change as a start to being able to better align DHS services with the eviction 

proceedings for the affected residents. The subcommittee will focus on a proposal for Judge 
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O’brien with whom a meeting has been arranged for mid- April. In response to a question on 

how to prevent evictions, Nicole Harmon, DHS responded that her Department is being 

proactive in advertising available preventative services and that the work of the proposed 

subcommittee will advance this effort. 

Update on Virginia Campaign to Reduce Evictions (CARE) – Nady Peralta, LAJC 

Ms. Peralta, a Tenant Attorney with Legal Aid Justice Center and a member of the CARE 

Campaign provided a one-page summary “quick sheet” of seven new tenant-friendly laws 

which would become effective July 1st, 2019. Discussion and questions followed the 

presentation. Chair, MacBeth thanked her for the presentation and asked that the TLC be kept 

informed of any proposed legislation that was not passed, but may be useful to advocate for 

through the County Board.  

County Manager’s Budget update -  Chair, MacBeth provided a summary of relevant items in 

the Budget Work Session held on March 4th and highlighted the TLC recommendation to the 

County Board to increase the MARS for Housing Grants and plans to follow up with the Board 

for consideration for future increases to be indexed to HUD’s 60% AMI level. He noted 

proposed staff increases in Housing and Planning Departments in anticipation of increased 

development applications related to Amazon.  

Public Comment Guidance – Chair, MacBeth invited comments on a draft one-page document 

that provided guidance to members of the public who wanted to address the Commission 

during the public comment portion of the meeting. The intent is to streamline the discussion 

and focus on options towards the best outcome. After some discussion, it was agreed to make 

three major revisions to the draft document. Both individuals and organizations are required to 

provide copies. New draft to be provided and voted on at the April meeting.  

BU-GATA’s Quarterly Report presentation – Ms. Flores represented BU-GATA and presented 

their second quarter report. Commission members discussed briefly questions related to 

maintenance and workshops sessions focused on evictions, whether there were any trends to 

note. BU-GATA was asked to follow up with AHC, Inc.  about issues at the Sheldon and inform 

the TLC. There was an observation about lack of recycling at some committed affordable 

properties and the question of enforcement of the County Ordinance regarding recycling. Staff 

indicated that they would follow up and report to the Commission. 

Member Reports – None 

Staff Report / Announcements -  1. Reminder of upcoming Housing Matters Forum, March 20th 

2. Regional Fair Housing Forum- Fairfax, April.  3. Arlington Home Show and Expo, with the 

Landlord Seminar – April 27th. Staff advised that April is Fair Housing month and suggested that 

the TLC consider hosting an event next year. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.   


