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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
April 23, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Sergio Enriquez 
Steve Finn 
Michael Grace   
Colt Gregory    
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Shruti Kuppa 
Drew Murray (Ex Officio, Sports Commission Liaison) 
Kevin Rachlin 
Syed Waqar Shah 
 
Guests:  
Megan Abney, Washington Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) 
Angelo N. Collins 
Jim Feaster, Chair of the Commission on Aging and former PRC member 
Mitch Opalski, Former Chair of the Commission on Aging 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Scott McPartlin, Principal Planner, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Dean Foster 
Mark Lincoln 
Julie Mullen 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their March 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
Former PRC Chair, Commissioner Haynes was acknowledged for her service with the Commission 
(she will be stepping down effective April 2019).  
 
 
Public Comment:   
 



2  

No public comment was provided. 
 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Mosaic Park Design/Construction Update [Scott McPartlin, DPR] 
  
Scott McPartlin, DPR, provided an update on the Mosaic Park design and ensuing construction 
process.  Mr. McPartlin’ s presentation also included a history of the public review process and 
design development to date.  Mr. McPartlin stated that the interactive water feature shown will be 
tested daily for water cleanliness and has been vetted with the County’s Health Department.  
Finally, Mr. McPartlin explained the history behind the “Mosaic Park” name which is a tribute to 
the various residential buildings (mixed building types) and neighborhoods near the park. 
 
PRC members expressed their excitement about the start of construction for this project and that 
it will be a welcomed addition to the Buckingham community.  Notable discussion points included 
(but were not limited to): questions regarding play surfacing and seating wall materials, 
discussion on the mix of casual and active use activities, the permeability of the turf on the 
multipurpose court (staff later sent a response to the PRC confirming that the multipurpose court 
contains a permeable surface), the proposed number of trees on site and questions regarding tree 
maturity.  Staff also acknowledged that landscape plans are also reviewed by DPR’s Urban 
Forestry and Natural Resources staff for park projects.  Finally, it was clarified that no designated 
public art was included in this project.  However, the design for the park is aesthetically pleasing 
and provides many enhanced design features.  For example, there will be LED lighting integrated 
with certain play features, mosaic tile on the seat walls, interactive water feature/play, etc.  
 
 
Update on the Commission on Aging’s Age Friendly Initiative [Jim Feaster, Chair of the 
Commission on Aging and former PRC member and Mitch Opalski, Former Chair of the 
Commission on Aging] 
 
Jim Feaster and Mitch Opalski of the Commission on Aging, provided a presentation on the 
Commission on Aging’s Age Friendly Initiative.  Notable discussion points included (but were not 
limited to): affordability for seniors with fixed incomes (especially for people who are aging in 
place), especially as it is related to increased tax rates and property taxes, the versatility and 
support for senior centers within the County including the County’s 55+ program.  One item 
expressed was having DPR staff who work with the senior programs share their programming 
goals and future goals.  This may create opportunities for the future.  It was also expressed that 
the data provided was good, but that there should be local data analyzed with the national data 
provided.  The County is growing, and younger age groups are growing as well (at least for the 
short term).  There needs to be a better understanding on the assumptions made and the data 
provided.   
 
The Commission discussed the “eight domains of livability” that were presented, and 
commissioners stated that the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) update (or A Plan for Our Places 
and Spaces (POPS) process) should be pushed to the forefront.  Ideas about how to better 
incorporate and establish natural spaces, biophilic design and other social/health benefits should 
be analyzed further.  Finally, it was shared that the PSMP reflects ideas on universal design and 
accessibility for aging populations.  These considerations should be incorporated as well within 
the Age Friendly Initiative.  
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Proposed Park Naming within The Trove at 1850 Columbia Pike [Megan Abney, 
Washington Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT)] 
 
Megan Abney with Washington REIT provided a presentation on the proposed park naming for 
the park within The Trove residential development project at 1850 Columbia Pike.  The three 
names presented included, “Paragon Place”, “Latrobe Lawn”, and “Selina Gray Square”.  Notable 
discussion points included (but were not limited to): questions regarding the name preference 
survey (it was an internal survey among Washington REIT employees), considerations on name 
selections and appendages (making sure they are functional but also provide a local identification 
for the space).  Some commissioners noted thematic names as being more memorable than ones 
which identified people.  “Paragon Park” may be one possible idea for a park name.  Mr. Rivero 
also clarified that this was the first step in the park naming process.  The applicant will be 
reviewing the park naming considerations with the affected civic associations/community, the 
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB), the Neighborhood Conservation 
Advisory Committee (NCAC) and a second time to the PRC, with the PRC providing a 
recommendation to the County Board on the eventual park name.  Therefore, no official 
actions/vote was taken, only preliminary comments from the PRC. 
 
 
Staff Report  
 
Mr. Rivero provided an overview of the Arlington County “Neighborhood Day” (Saturday, May 4th) 
ribbon cutting dates and times for new parks.  Also, Mr. Rivero provided an update to a new DES 
process associated with the Gulf Branch Stream Restoration project (Commissioner Gregory will 
serve as the primary PRC contact and Commissioner Finn will serve as the backup contact).  Mr. 
Rivero will circulate to the PRC the specific times for the various ribbon cuttings on 
Neighborhood Day.  Mr. Rivero provided this information to the Commission accordingly.  
 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park 
Staff is beginning the design development phase for the Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 project. Two 
community engagement opportunities were held on April 6th and 11th and an online survey is 
running through the end of April. DPR is looking for feedback on the current designs for a variety 
of park elements.  It will be a distributed/democratic process and will follow the County 
Manager’s Six-Step Public Engagement Guide for Capital Projects at the “Involve” level.  Following 
the Design Process, DPR will develop construction documents and submit for various permits. 
Construction is anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2020.  

 
Alice West Fleet Elementary School 
Exterior wall construction is over 95 percent complete and interior wall construction is 
approximately 90 percent complete. Structural wood ceiling/roof structure over the new 
gymnasium and library is complete. Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing rough-ins are ongoing 
and should be completed this month. Geothermal heating and cooling is scheduled for completion 
this month. The future bus loop has been put on grade and stone sub-base installed to stabilize 
the grade. The loop is serving as an access road for construction vehicles within the site during 
construction, and for emergency vehicle access to Jefferson Middle School. Some projects 
anticipated for completion next month include (but are not limited to): exterior wall framing and 
sheathing, exterior spray foam insulation, window glazing and interior wall installations, 
commencement of façade cladding other than masonry veneer (terracotta panels and fiber 
cement siding), and other site utility work. Modified construction hours allow for longer 
construction times during the week as well as on weekend and holidays to meet the anticipated 
school opening in September 2019. 
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Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements – no change  
Next steps are finalizing the design and obtaining construction bids.  The start of construction is 
anticipated in fall 2019.   

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements – no change 
CEP review has been sent back to DPR. Consultant reviewing and preparing responses and edits. 
LDA set being submitted for review 3.14/3.15. Finalizing detailed planting/tree species and 
specialty feature designs (signage and playground surfacing). MOT Plan is under development. 
Light upgrade scheduled for 3/24 week, Dominion to provide additional info. 
 
Dawson Terrace Park 

• Railings at low stairs by basketball court are complete. 
• Continued the installation of the safety wiring at the play equipment. 
• Landscape trees and plantings are ongoing. 
• Site cleanup continues. 

 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly New Middle School at Stratford Site) -  
Schedule Milestones (weather pending):  

• In April APS anticipates completion of the new employee parking lot. 
     Renovation of Existing Building  

• Summer construction begins – renovation (6/25/2019) 
• Staff occupancy - renovation (August 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy/school opening -renovation (August 2019); 

     Construction of Addition  
• Completion of the addition foundation (April 2019); 
•  Completion of steel structure erection (May 2019);  
• Completion of envelop/building enclosure (August / September 2019);  
• Staff occupancy - (November / December 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy -addition (January 2020). 

For additional details on the status of the project see Dorothy Hamm MS where monthly 
construction updates are posted.   

 
Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) 
This project was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation bundle 
in November 2018. The first design/working group meeting was held Wednesday, February 13th. 
There will be a civic association vote on the project April 24th. The project is currently in design. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse    
The School Board approved the schematic plan to renovate the Education Center (1426 N Quincy 
Street) to increase capacity by 500 to 600 high school seats at Washington Liberty High School.   
APS anticipates taking the use permit to the Planning Commission and County Board this May.  
The project is planned to be completed for the 2021-22 school year.           

 
Fairlington Park Project 

o Park is open. 
 
Glencarlyn Park 
Internal DPR pre-punch list meeting was scheduled for April 9th.  Work to be complete – precast at 
the stairs and railing at stairs on April 6th and 8th respectively.  Sod and tree plantings are 
complete, grasses remain.  Asphalt parking lot and drive entrance is complete. 
 

https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
https://www.apsva.us/education-center-reuse/
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Gunston Diamond Field Replacement 
• Continue removing soil (ongoing) 
• Reinstalled the corrected outfield fence poles 
• Light post complete 
• Concrete placement for outfield curbing continued 
• Resumed storm tie-in, then stopped activity 

 
The Heights Building (Rosslyn) 
No adjustments have been made to the contractor’s schedule this month. Interior curtainwall 
system of windows has been installed at library, cafeteria, Level 2 and Level 3. The brick rain 
screen, exterior finish has been substantially competed on Level 1 through 3. Most interior door 
frames have been installed. Roofing work on terraces will continue down to levels 2 and 3 in 
April, and hardscape/concrete plaza will start along Wilson Blvd this month. The four lower 
floors were inspected by the County to allow the walls to be closed. All levels through Level 5 will 
have full wall close-in this month. The interior main stair cascading between the floors is being 
installed, and the exterior sections of the cascading stair will be installed this month. Work has 
continued to proceed at the anticipated pace and finishes have begun. Dominion Energy is 
scheduled to provide permanent electrical power to the building this month, which will allow the 
contractor to begin starting up the permanent heating equipment and the installation of the 
elevators. A few items beginning next month include but are not limited to: 18th Street 
North/North Quinn Street regrading and storm work will continue, interior cascading stair 
installation will continue and exterior cascading stair installation beginning, ceiling grid and light 
fixture installation will continue, and auditorium and gymnasium finishes will begin. Anticipated 
school opening is still September 2019. 

 
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 

• The building permit was received on March 20. The foundation excavation is under with 
concrete placement starting soon.   

• CSX continuing construction at 12th Street South access point area between the track and 
the esplanade wall have been cleared.  Their work should end in May. 

 
Long Bridge Park Field 1 and 4 Replacement 
Waiting for Purchase Order 

 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 

• Walls are being poured on the North end of the site for the multipurpose rooms. 
• Slab work and wall are being poured for the mechanical spaces on the North end of the 

site. 
• DPR will host a site visit in early May to review progress of the building, and to review the 

pedestrian bridge for those interested. Information is coming soon.  
 
Lubber Run Pedestrian Bridge Replacement 
During the Lubber Run Community Center design process, it was found that the pedestrian bridge 
nearest to the center is not structurally sound. The condition is such that the only viable approach 
is to replace the bridge. 60% design plans have been prepared along with a geotechnical study, 
hydrology study and tree survey. Construction is anticipated for fall 2019.  

 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed 
The second phase of reforestation was completed in Fall 2019. Invasive plant removal has 
resumed for the spring.  
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Madison Manor Park 
Pre-Bid meeting held on February 26th and bids were received on March 14th. The construction 
contract will be awarded in May and construction should start in June.  
 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Park is opened, chairs and bench received and currently with DPR’s Park and Natural Resources 
(PNR) Division for Arlington logos to be stenciled.  Plantings and boulders to be installed this 
month. 
 
Mosaic Park  

• Received Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) & Building Permits. 
• Notice to Proceed (NTP) issued with construction start date of 4/10/19. 

 
Nelly Custis Park 
New fence and replacement of 3-panel areas are complete.  Drainage at the play area is underway, 
drainage preconstruction meeting occurred on Monday, April 8th.  
 
Oakland Park 
The project has gone out to bid, with an anticipated County Board meeting for award of 
construction contract on April 23, 2019. 
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The skate park was opened for use on Friday, April 5, 2019. Some punch list work remains, 
including final landscaping, striping the parking lot and setting the curb stops and installing the 
shade canopy. These items are anticipated to be completed in April. A grand opening event is 
being planned for Saturday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. 
 
Public Spaces Master Plan (A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS)) Process 
The County Board will consider this item as a regular agenda item at the April 23 or 25, 2019 
regular or recessed County Board meeting.  When a final date has been selected, staff will send 
out an update to the PRC.  
 
RHP+ 
Construction continues at the Wilson School site and the school is expected to open in the fall of 
2019. Penzance continues demolition and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station 
#10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The 
park is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently 
being prepared for the playground (on the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction 
in 2021. APAH started construction on their Queens Court property in mid-April.   
 
Site Plan Review 

• SP #233 1501 Arlington Blvd. (Best Western Site) - no change  
 This project is anticipated to go to the Planning Commission and County Board 

hearings April.   
 

• SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center – no change 
 Two Mixed-Use Buildings (685 Residential Units) 
 New Harris Teeter and ground-level retail  
 Thee-level structured parking garages (923 parking spaces total) 
 New Public Park (0.5 Acres) 
 First SPRC meeting anticipated April 29, 2019 



7  

 
Tyrol Hill Park  

• The permeable paver installer’s ICPI Certification has been submitted. Engineers report 
for Best Management Practices (BMP) installation to be submitted to the Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) for review. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Tree maintenance staff is getting close to catching up on the summer workload still in 
place. We are down from 100 open requests to just 25 at this point 

2. Planting for Spring has commenced, starting in the parks. 
3. Staff is reviewing the new Key Bridge Marriott project, which will propose additional 

residential buildings in Rosslyn. This project poses an opportunity to work with the 
National Park Service to improve the invasive plant-infested area of this part of the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. 

4. Staff is investigating electric chainsaws, and their potential value in our operations.  
5. In Long Bridge Park, staff Walked the site with DPR staff, Davey Tree, and our invasive 

plant contractor, to determine invasive treatment as well as tree replacements for the site. 
NPS has verbally agreed to allow the County to plant replacement trees on their property 
as a reforestation effort. The agreement is not yet finalized but is nearing resolution. 

6. Revised tree preservation guidelines are being rolled out, and staff has met with regional 
designers to get them up to speed on the changes. These changes are intended to increase 
tree preservation on private and public projects. 

7. At the Urban Forestry commission, a discussion occurred on the potential impact of 
Accessory Dwelling Units. More data is being requested by the Commission, to understand 
what the impact could be on our urban forest. 

 
 
Commission Member Reports   Purple = Information provided at PRC Meeting 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• The 26th/Old Dominion Task Force completed its process on April 11, approving a 

final report by a vote of 13-1. The report includes a recommendation for one park 
plan that combines municipal operations functions with neighborhood park 
amenities. The report can be found at the link below, and includes a three-page 
executive summary, a full explanation of the process, options considered, and 
rationale for the final vote. It also includes appendices that contain documents and 
other information used by the task force, as well as separate opinions made by 
commission members (Appendix 6). https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/26th-
street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-planning-task-force/ 

 
• Interested PRC members should read the executive summary and the explanation at 

the end of the report about the recommendation and alternative concerns, as well as 
Appendix 6. In this report the Task Force is not telling the County Board that it wants 
the recommended design. It is saying that, given the task force charge, the 
recommendation is the least objectionable design. The Task Force decided not to 
make a recommendation that ignored the elements of the charge or included 
elements outside the charge. Therefore, the recommended option in the report does 
not represent the desired outcome of members.  
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.arlingtonva.us%2Fprojects%2F26th-street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-planning-task-force%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40arlingtonva.us%7C5cc75a607bdd497571e508d6c6ade919%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636914847574835902&sdata=L%2Fw2%2B%2BmQJVM6PjD%2FQNNl%2BCaQ8EjXF5knv2%2FUfJuIF3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.arlingtonva.us%2Fprojects%2F26th-street-north-old-dominion-drive-site-master-planning-task-force%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40arlingtonva.us%7C5cc75a607bdd497571e508d6c6ade919%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636914847574835902&sdata=L%2Fw2%2B%2BmQJVM6PjD%2FQNNl%2BCaQ8EjXF5knv2%2FUfJuIF3Y%3D&reserved=0


8  

• Alcova Heights Park considerations - Received timely responses from county project 
landscape architect who checked with other county departments on park issues.  

- Basketball court runoff mitigation into RPA:  RESPONSE: This will be 
considered as an option for stormwater management.   

- While the new court may fall within existing runoff parameters, the structure 
remains within the Doctors Run RPA.  The new court will increase runoff and 
some mitigation should be considered even though the court is grandfathered 
in under current rules. 

• The green space on the most southern end of the park (Columbia Pike end) has 
potential as a wet-marshy habit:  Response from Natural Resources Management: 
The natural area near the basketball court in Alcova Heights will continue to be a 
focal area for the Natural Resources Management Unit. Invasive plant management 
is planned for the next several years at site with herbicide treatments done by 
County contractors and mechanical removal by volunteers. Additionally, native plant 
species will continue to be installed by staff and volunteers. Changes to the stream or 
other water features would need to be approved by County staff and require further 
investigation and planning.” 

• There was some discussion with landscape architect about bioretention measures to 
take to mitigate BB court runoff, but I didn't see it in the plans.   
 
Action - Colt will contact Stormwater management folks about potential for modest 
redirection of stormwater runoff. 

• Attended Alcova Heights Park Palooza 4/13/19 event to hear community input.  
Residents were pleased to learn about the two new paved and lighted park entrance 
steps planned along current casual trail entry points. Unfortunately discovered some 
metallic seepage into the storm water drainage gully coming from the Foreign 
Service Affairs Training Center (State Dept.) going into Dr. Run.  Took pictures and 
contacted Arlington Co. Storm water management. 
 

 

Action - As of 4/19 Arlington Stormwater folks will send out someone to see the 
seepage and get back to me. 

• May there be a future briefing with the Department of Environmental Services (DES) 
to the PRC regarding what should be considered for stormwater requirements? 
Maybe have DPR staff participate as well? 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Here’s a brief report from schools: 
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- Barrett and Science Focus synthetic play areas have now been completed – 
finally establishing a year-round open play capability at those locations which 
have never been able to retain natural grass just due to size versus volume of 
use. To be clear these are not sports fields and aren’t designed for cleat use so 
won’t be able to take adult or youth soccer for example. 

- Swanson, Kenmore and Glebe rectangular Bermuda fields are all to get 
remedial/recovery work this summer. 

- Wakefield frontage landscape redesign along the Dinwiddie side is finally 
reaching maturation point. The improvement is clearly evident, and the 
maintenance is low and manageable. 

- If the current budget holds, Tuckahoe will be getting a new front playground 
this summer. 

- Arlington Traditional will be getting the new 5-12-year-old deferred last 
summer due to relocatable deliberations. 

- Due to a variety of prior issues on storm water and landscaping use permit 
conditions and the need to avoid further loss of permeable space, a needed 
additional 4 classroom unit for Ashlawn will be placed on the rear black top. 
Fortunately, this is not a formal or scheduled PR rec site. 

- Other projected relocatable summer moves are not anticipated to negatively 
impact park space in fact the 4-classroom unit will be removed from the 
Williamsburg diamond outfield periphery this summer. 

- APS is now picking up the discussions on middle school use MOA’s with the 
County with a view to finalizing for next school year, earlier if possible. 
 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 
• The final hearing on the draft plan will be held at the County Board meeting on April 

23. 
 

• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• No specific updates from the Civic Federation. 

 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 

• No update on CCCRC. Next meeting in May. 
 

• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 
• A meeting was held to update everyone on the lower Four Mile Run area. 

 
• Jennie Dean Park Design Development Process (Bill Ross/Colt Gregory) 

• Commissioner Gregory and PRC Chair Ross attended the Jennie Dean Park Design 
Development community engagement session at Drew Model School (cafeteria) on 
Thursday, April 11th.  Three (3) general design options were provided.  This park 
plan seems very well integrated with Four Mile Run and is proceeding on schedule. 
This is a two-phased project. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 

• Construction at the site is occurring. 
 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Haynes/Howell) 
• Stella Tarnay, with Capital Nature and Biophilic DC, discussed lessons learned from 

DC and other cities in moving forward on biophilic communities, as well as 
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opportunities for Arlington, especially in light of the redevelopment in National 
Landing. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (TBD) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 

• Drop in meetings every other Friday from 12-3 p.m.  Anyone that is a shareholder 
can drop in to see plans, ask questions, share ideas and get involved in any way they 
wish. 

 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 

• Arlington Education Center Reuse (Sergio Enriquez) 
 

• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Caroline Haynes) 
• Final consideration by the County Board of the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) is 

scheduled for the evening of Thursday, April 25.  This is the culmination of four years 
of work by staff and the advisory committee, along with extensive public outreach. 
On April 8, the Planning Commission unanimously recommended that the Board 
adopt the final plan, with only one motion for the addition of one sentence on 
mitigation of field lighting. The Park and Recreation Commission will have an 
ongoing role in monitoring implementation of the 214 action items going forward. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• The County Manager will be discussing ideas concerning open data with the Advisory 

Group shortly.  
 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 

- The first SPRC meeting for this site which will involve a large residential 
development, a revamp of Harris Teeter, and a small park will take place on 
April 29.   
 

• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar Shah) 
- The Ballston Virginia Square Civic Association has asked us to join their 

proposal that the developer assist in the future acquisition of land, 
development costs, or maintenance of the Ball Family Burial Grounds, which 
will be directly adjacent to this project.   We have already forwarded this idea 
to the planning staff and will pursue it in the 4/22 SPRC meeting.   
 

- Current Comments: 
• The March 11th meeting was the second scheduled meeting for this 

project before it goes to the Planning Commission and County Board. 
CPHD staff emphasized that after reviewing the proposed central 
courtyard/open space rendering, the drawing depicted lack of public 
access into the open space on both entrances along Washington Blvd 
and Kirkwood Road. The depiction was changed to an entrance into 
the building lobby where the open courtyard space can be accessed 
on the other side. One change since the first SPRC meeting is that the 
street view into the centralized courtyard increased from 8ft to 25ft 
wide. Also, the applicant is proposing a seeded grass patch at the 
intersection of Washington Blvd and Kirkwood Road.  The PRC and 
Planning Commission recommends removing the grass and instead 
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activating the public realm of the space with outdoor seating 
furniture, such as a bench. 

 
• PRC has express some concerns about the Ball Burial Ground site as 

listed below.  We have since learned that the Ball Burial Ground 
improvements would be considered when the YMCA site is developed. 

 
o Would the applicant consider providing (and staff considers 

asking as part of the community benefit) financial assistance 
to help develop the improvements for Ball Burial Ground? 

 
o With the circulation planned for this block, which will 

connect the building to the burial grounds, this public space 
will not only benefit the community but the residents of this 
building. With the dearth of parks close by, the parks and 
recreation need of new residents of this area should be met 
with assistance to the county in providing necessary public 
space. 

- Commissioner update on this process and the 4/22 SPRC meeting will be 
provided at the 4/23 PRC meeting. 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
• Rosslyn Holiday Inn (Syed Waqar Shah) 

- Given the vision of the Realize Rosslyn sector plan, which calls for seeking 
opportunities for additional or improved open space and given the proximity of 
the property to Gateway Park, is the county going to ask for a contribution for 
the redesign of Gateway Park?  With the number of units and rooms proposed, 
the park will provide a crucial amenity for this property and for this part of 
Rosslyn.  Is this very large project helping to fulfill the sector plan's goals?   

- Given the impending site plan for the Marriott property, is staff doing any 
coordination or planning on how that property, the Holiday Inn property and 
Gateway park will be integrated visually and practically?  Can we get a 
presentation by staff that would show some thinking on this?  

- The design of the proposed public space at the foot of the building along Lee 
Highway needs to provide an inviting and convenient attraction that connects 
visually with the streetscape and Gateway Park.   The public easement at this 
location needs to be substantial and amenities for the public (such as seating), 
as shown in the preliminary pictures need to be provided.  

- Given the value of Parcel Q, its previously committed open space status, and the 
loss of numerous cherry trees, the compensated value of this property needs to 
be used for other public space improvements in this neighborhood.   

- Given its gateway location, this property has a real opportunity to provide a 
memorable first impression of Virginia, to visitors.  We hope that the proposed 
building design, which does appear to be fairly good, can be tweaked more to 
provide that impression.   

- Given the push for urban designs that incorporate natural (biophilic) 
considerations, we urge the applicant to consider emphasis on green roof 
designs and the inclusion of natural and noninvasive plantings throughout the 
property.   
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- Given the huge number of dogs in the area and the anticipated increase from 
the new apartment property, where are the dogs going to go?  Is there 
provision for dogs on the property?   

- Finally, we strongly urge that the building and window’s incorporate bird 
friendly glass and materials protect migratory birds, as this development site 
lies along a migratory flyway. 

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

• At the March 28 meeting, the SC received an update on the Gunston Park Project to 
include installing turf in the outfield of the diamond field.  The project is delayed and 
there have been problems moving the general contractor to completion.  DPR 
believes that the field will be completed by late May.  The SC received an extensive 
presentation from Cathy O'Malley, aide to Matt de Ferranti.  This was a commission 
orientation designed to provide guidance to the commission members on the role of 
the commission, appropriate process, and relationship to the board and other 
advisory groups.  The SC also had a brief update from its chair on POPS and post-
adoption or implementation plans, and an update on the DPR budget work session.  
Lastly, the SC discussed its work plan for the year. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• The March UFC meeting included discussion of a letter to the CB on the proposed 

2020 Budget. It also included a presentation by Joel Franklin and Tim Murphy, 
CPHD, on Accessory Dwelling Units. In particular, this focused on proposed language 
for detached units. ADU’s are seen as a way for Arlington to increase affordable 
housing on private property. The commission discussed ADU guideline options, 
statistics on property characteristics, setbacks and tree impact to both ADU 
properties and to neighboring properties. A letter was proposed to ask for clearer 
requirements for assessing potential damage to trees. A letter was drafted and 
approved via email messages and sent. 

 
 
Other Business 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o Arlington Education Center Reuse 

 PRC Chair Ross relayed that the draft letter has been distributed to the 
Commission and will be distributed in its final form shortly. 

 
o Amazon 

 PRC Chair Ross stated that the draft letter is being formulated.   
 

o Ballston Pond 
 PRC Chair Ross stated that the draft letter is being formulated.  This letter 

will be distributed shortly. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: May 28, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
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