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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Room 311 on the 3rd Floor 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of April 23, 2019 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Update on Demonstration Project for Shared Mobility Devices (SMDs) [Paul DeMaio and Zach 
DesJardins, MetroBike, LLC, DES Contractors] (7:15-7:30) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Arlington Public Schools (APS) Relocatables Arlington County 
Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) Amendment (7:30-7:45) 
 
 
Staff Report (7:45-7:50) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (7:50-8:05) 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• 55+ (Dean Foster) 

• May is National Fitness and Sports Month and OSAP is using this occasion to 
highlight the numerous programs offered to keep participants active in Arlington 
County. The Annual Fitness Day was held May 17th at Walter Reed Community 
Center. Free demonstrations were held of KUKUWA, Dance Fusion, Ageless 
Grace, Gentle Yoga and Senior Bootcamp. Free nutritious smoothies were 
offered, and a presentation was given on the importance of proper hydration for 
seniors, particular in the more active exercise programs. 

• The Alliance for Arlington Senior Programs (AASP) with the Senior Centers 
Advisory Committees are holding a fundraiser for senior programs on Tuesday, 
June 4th at Rocklands BBQ. The public is invited to share in the good food, fun 
and fellowship. 
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• The Alliance, an IRS recognized nonprofit organization, is the designated fiscal 
agent for outside funding and fundraising by or for the 55+ program and the 
county senior and community centers. The Alliance website: 
friendsofthealliance.org maintains a monthly calendar of events and programs 
offered at all county senior centers of which one can obtain advance notice by 
sending your email address to the Alliance at the contact e-mail address on the 
website.  

• The Travel Program of 55+ has added Adventure Travel featuring more 
challenging trips. For example, on May 16th, over twenty program participants 
went for a two-hour kayaking at Mallows Bay Park in Charles County, MD. This 
Park is the largest ship graveyard in the Northern Hemisphere and includes 
vessels from the American Revolution through the Ghost Fleet of WW1. The next 
Adventure Travel will be on July 18th which will be a hike through Rock Creek 
Park with a Park Ranger to see and experience the Civil War Defenses of 
Washington. The hiking trail is rated as of moderate difficulty in grade and 
terrain, is approximately two miles long and takes about two hours. Following 
the hike, participants may cool off in the Planetarium to see the program “The 
Summer Night Sky”. 

• Jennifer Collins, OSAP Program manager, reported two hires to fill staff vacancies 
in OSAP. Allison Cheek will fill the recent vacancy of the 55+ countywide program 
specialist with OSAP. Currently, Allison manages 150 fitness classes including 
supervising instructors at 15 community centers, for the Maryland Parks and 
Planning Commission. She will begin in Arlington on June 9th. 

• Also, Sidney Reed, a certified therapeutic recreation specialist from the Virginia 
Hospital Center, will be the new Walter Reed Community Center Director. Walter 
Reed hosts a Social 60 Program and has a senior daycare component. Sidney’s 
professional training and experience should be a good match at WR. She will join 
DPR on May 28th.  

• Jennifer Collins also reported that on May 29th from 5 pm to 7 pm, there will be 
community tour at the Lubber Run Community Center which is under 
construction. Also, it is anticipated that both LRCC and the Long Bridge Park will 
be completed within two months of each other which will make for a particularly 
exciting time. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• Unusual Seepage - Staff response: Mark Wisdom (DES) checked the Stormwater 

Channel between the Foreign Service Affairs Training Center (State Dept) and 
park on two occasions.  Based on visual inspection the silvery material on the 
surface of the seepage bacteria and considered benign.   

• Basketball court runoff mitigation into RPA:  Staff response: This will be 
considered as an option for stormwater management.   
Follow-up Action: ID DES contact and get in touch. 
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• Wet green space on the most southern end of the park (Columbia Pike end) has 
potential as a wet-marshy habit:  Staff response:  Changes to the stream or other 
water features would need to be approved by County staff and require further 
investigation and planning.  
Follow-up Action: ID DES contact and get in touch. 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 

• At its April 2019 meeting, CivFed had received a draft resolution expressing 
concern about the County’s failure to explore alternative uses for the parcel at 
1101 Lee Hwy and the proponents’ growing concern that no such planning would 
be conducted.  Instead, the only County planning conducted to date assumed 
that the parcel would be used as a support facility for a boathouse.  CivFed 
agreed that, instead of moving forward immediately with the resolution 
protesting the lack of planning, it could simply ask the County whether such 
planning was in the offing.  It seemed— to many of us — the most civil and non-
confrontational way to deal with the issue. 

• At the Direction of the Board of Directors, CivFed deferred on bringing this 
resolution for consideration at its May meeting until it could get information on 
the precise status of planning for the parcel. 

• The resolution points out that, several times in the past, the County had promised 
“comprehensive planning” for the 1101 Lee Highway Site, which would consider 
alternative uses — including passive recreation and/or a boathouse.  Indeed, the 
Public Spaces Master Plan approved by the County Board only last month 
specifically included the parcel on its list of new parks that are “of high 
importance to the park system over the next decade” and required preparation of 
park master plans. Master plans, of course, are used to ensure the best use of 
limited and valuable park resources. 

• In response to its inquiries, CivFed received inconsistent messages about its 
proposed planning for the parcel. The County Manager stated emphatically that 
all necessary planning had been completed.  In mid-May, however, CivFed 
received an e-mail from the Planning Department of the Department of Parks & 
Recreation that referenced the Public Spaces Master Plan and confirmed that “by 
being included on that list, I think it is fair to say that at some point it is 
anticipated that a master planning effort would include that property.”  
Nevertheless, the issue is far from resolved. 

• Many believed that formal consideration of the resolution and CivFed vote may 
be unnecessary if, for example, the County Board confirmed the need for a 
master planning effort, including alternative uses.   

• CivFed was disappointed to see the draft Programmatic Agreement with the 
National Park Service as a May 18sth County Board consent agenda item so soon 
after its inquiries. A request was made to remove the item from the consent 
agenda to be heard at the County Board recessed meeting of May 21. Despite its 
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attempts at outreach to the County, no one advised CivFed that this Agreement 
was being prepared.  The Agreement is of concern to the resolution’s proponents 
because it represents yet another step toward dedicating the parcel for 
boathouse use, without conducting any analysis of potential alternative uses. 

• The resolution did not address the merits at all — that is, whether or not a 
boathouse is an appropriate use for the parcel.  The resolution was only 
concerned that the County approach the property as it does other newly acquired 
parks and conduct appropriate master planning.  Thus, CivFed asked the County 
whether it would, in fact, conduct additional planning for the 1101 Lee Highway 
property, including uses other than a boathouse support facility.  If so, CivFed 
argued, then the proposed Programmatic Agreement should not be executed by 
the County until the completion of that planning.  As currently worded, the 
Agreement assumes that the parcel will be used solely as part of the boathouse 
project. 

• At the Board’s public hearing on the Programmatic Agreement, the Resolution’s 
principal proponent, the President of the Civic Federation, and the Environmental 
& Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) all requested the Board to conduct 
additional planning for the property, including consideration of alternative uses.  
The Board did not accede to those requests and approved the Programmatic 
Agreement by a vote of 5 to 0. 

• At the public meeting, speakers noted that the item had not previously been 
placed on the agenda of the Parks and Recreation Commission nor the Energy 
Efficiency Conservation Commission (E2C2) for their review and comment, as is 
customary concerning a parcel that will be used for Park and Recreation 
purposes.  While the boat house proposal has been brought forth to the 
Commission in the distant past, most members of today’s Commission have not 
had an opportunity to weigh in on the matter, especially concerning this specific 
parcel.   

• Many in CivFed believed that the County Board and staff are violating the spirit of 
the Public Spaces Master Plan, adopted just last month, which promised 
transparency in implementing the Master Plan and all park planning decisions. 
Actions such as placing the Programmatic Agreement at the last minute on the 
consent agenda, without soliciting review and comment from either the Park and 
Recreation Commission, or the Environmental Energy Conservation Commission, 
undermines public engagement and causes some County residents to believe that 
the County is not committed to true openness and full public participation on 
civic issues that affect them. 
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• CCCRC sent a letter of support to the board regarding a name change for Rte. 1. 

June 12th is the next meeting. 
 

• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 
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• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 
• Duke Banks and Colt Gregory were assigned as Advisory Group Members.  Initial 

project area walkthrough occurred May 22 and visited 5 key issue areas in the 
Branch.  The Branch shows significant erosion from various rapid drainage 
pathways into the Branch. There is severe scouring from rapid and forceful 
stormwater runoff instream undercutting trees and exposing sanitary sewer 
pipes. Proposed concept calls for a Natural Channel Design to better connect with 
flood plain where feasible, create stream meanders, step downs and catch pools 
to slow water. Plan includes development of replanting plan. 

- The Citizens association participants requested a change in the initial public 
meeting date from July 17 to a TBD alternative date. 

- Group members had safety concerns about the use of large equipment 
during the project. 

- Some group members were generally concerned about tree loss due to site 
access and stream restoration. 

- There was discussion about creating historical signage associated with the 
Nature Center.   

- Project design costs are funded. Construction costs will appear in future CIP 
plans.  

 
• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 

• Spraying for invasive Lesser Celandine conducted in April 
• Community feedback on playground and restrooms completed April 30 
• General schedule:  

- Start Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2018 (Complete) 
- End Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2019 (Projected) 
- Start Date (Construction) 1st Quarter, 2020 (Projected) 
- End Date (Construction) TBD 

 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The commission is moving forward on planning for a county facilities plan that 
would be part of the county's General Plan.  Preliminary Scoping and Visioning 
meetings will be taking place this Summer.   One of the themes that came out of 
the May 22 meeting from members was the importance of treating public space 
as an integral element of any long-term consideration for county needs and uses 
of identified sites.  The community's support of the importance of public open 
space has been highlighted during every substantive discussion that JFAC has 
been involved in, including the Buck (Quincy) Property, Carlin Springs, and 26th 
St./Old Dominion.  It will be crucial to have public space that is not used for 
buildings, parking lots, storage facilities etc., be included as a valid facility use for 
any planning purposes.  Also raised at the meeting was the need to consider 
ways to support the creation of more land for various uses through techniques 
such as the building over highways.   
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• Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 

• NRJAG members heard a presentation by Willian Pegues, Certified Construction 
Specifier, on green roofs and the compatibility of these with solar collectors. He 
particularly focused on the increased energy capacity of solar collectors when 
paired with green roofs, as the plantings help to mitigate temperature extremes 
(as well as address storm water run-off). We also heard from Claudia Thompson-
Deahl, Reston staff liaison, and Doug Britt with Reston Environmental Advisory 
Council about Reston's participation in the Biophilic Cities project. Members 
agreed that it was time for Arlington to step forward and take steps to more fully 
engage in the process. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
• Neighborhood Conservation Working Group (Shruti Kuppa)  
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 
• A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) (Caroline Haynes) 

• The County Board unanimously adopted the update to the Public Spaces Master 
Plan on Thursday, 4/25. One of the priority recommendations is the update of the 
integrated urban forest and natural resources management plan. Staff is working 
on the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the consultant to help lead that process. It 
is expected that the process will begin later this year. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 400 11th Street South – Verizon Site (Bill Ross) 
- This is a new project in Crystal City involving a new, large residential 

project.  Its next to the Pen Place project, slated for one of Amazon's HQ2 
set of buildings.  Next to the proposed building is a small, county-owned 
open space, facing Eads St., which combined with another county-owned 
open space just north of it can provide some additional green space for the 
neighborhood.  At this point it would appear that the best approach for the 
neighborhood and for the community moving forward would be for the 
applicant to do the improvements to this open space, following a public 
process.   
 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
- This is another large project involving an enlarged, relocated supermarket 

and a massive residential development.  Bill provided several comments to 
the SPRC on public space issues.  They involve the size and location of the 
public space proposed, the conflicts of the public space with the private 
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space, design aspects of the public space, circulation issues for neighbors, 
facilities for dogs and bikes, and biophilic design.    
 

• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar 
Shah/Bill Ross) 

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses I (Caroline Haynes/Shruti Kuppa) 
- The proposed project replaces and significantly expands on the site plan 

adopted in 2017 which would have added two new residential buildings, 
and the linear park at S. 20th and Eads St. (with a public access easement). 
This plan includes the full buildout of the site, adding six new residential 
buildings, the linear park and the small triangular park at the corner of Fern 
and S. 22nd Street (also with a public access easement). Per the Crystal City 
Sector plan, two additional buildings were added at the last minute along 
Fern Street, between S. 20th and S. 18th Streets, and the plan for those has 
yet to be fully fleshed out.  There was significant discussion about the loss 
of many mature trees on the property. Likewise, the sector plan calls for a 
tree lined pedestrian walkway through the site, which was not included in 
the site plan. 
 

- There was also discussion that the current owner, Roseland, is likely to sell 
the property as soon as the site plan is approved. Since it is likely that 
another company will be developing the site, it will be important to make 
sure that all the conditions are clearly stated. 
 

- Open Space will be one of the topics at the next SPRC meeting on June 24 
(which I will not be able to attend). 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
• Rosslyn Holiday Inn (Bill Ross) 

- This is a huge project involving a new hotel and conference center and 
luxury apartments. The key issue for PRC is the extent to which the 
applicant is going to support various community amenities such as open 
space, including the envisioned improvements to Gateway Park.  The 
Rosslyn Sector Plan, enacted in 2015 calls for the bulk of public space and 
other improvements in this area to be funded through the private 
development process.  Rosslyn neighbors are also concerned about the loss 
of current open space in what is known as "Parcel Q."   Given other 
upcoming projects that are anticipated for this part of Rosslyn, including 
the Key Bridge Marriott, the SPRC has asked for a review of the staff's 
current plans for Gateway Park, including how they fit into the CIP process. 

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
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• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
• The Sports Commission cancelled their 5/23 meeting; the meeting has been 

rescheduled to Thursday, 6/6. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• UFC (April): DPR urban forest staffer Adam Lipera provided a presentation on the 

park design process with emphasis on coordination between park design staff 
and the natural resources and urban forest staff. Commissioners discussed past 
problems and how to maximize all interests with collaboration and ingenuity. The 
meeting also included informal summary comments by Kit Norland and David 
Howell on the 26th/OD park planning process.  

• UFC (May): Virginia DOT regional landscape architect Tom Tasselli discussed how 
DOT addresses tree and natural resource issues in highway planning and 
development projects. He said that Arlington County staff and commission 
concerns do carry weight with DOT. Nora Palmatier provided an update on Tree 
Canopy Fund program. She raised two options for future consideration to 
enhance the program, including an inspection/maintenance assistance program, 
and a supplemental public education component. Staffer Vincent Verweij 
presented a brief overview of the new Accessory Dwelling program with respect 
to tree impact and tree replacement (none required unless new ADU is more than 
2,500 sq. ft.). Verweij also provided an update on the APS temporary classroom 
guidelines. 

 
 
Other Business (8:05-8:20) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o Amazon 

 
 
Next Meeting: June 25, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
 


