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March 28, 2019 

Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Phil Klingelhofer, Chair 

John Carey 

Caroline Haynes 

Stephen Sockwell 

Kate Donahue 

Sherry Frear 

Evelio Rubiella 

Joshua Handler 

 

County and State Staff 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Laura Hassell, DPR 

Stephen Bernheisel, APS 

Joel Franklin, CPHD 

Timothy Murphy, CPHD 

 

Guests 

Bernard Berne 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Berne spoke about a concern on the proposed Boat House location in Rosslyn. He expressed 

a desire for a master planning process for the 1101 Lee Hwy site, to plan for preservation of 

natural resources on the site. He also spoke about the Environmental Impact Statement, released 

last year, by the National Park Service. 

Accessory Dwelling Units – Joel Franklin, Community Planning and Housing 

Joel Franklin and Timothy Murphy presented on proposed language for detached accessible 

dwelling units, to help increase potential for affordable housing development on private property. 

A discussion followed on statistics, setbacks, and how trees were considered in these language 

changes. Planning staff provided statistics on which lots are eligible at different setbacks, and 

how many applications staff expected to receive. After the presentation, Mr. Verweij provided 

some technical suggestions on setbacks from trees, which could be explored, to minimize impact. 

A letter was proposed to be written, to ask for clearer requirements for assessing potential 

damage to trees on proposed accessory dwelling unit projects, and to understand the impact, 

through gathering of statistics. 

A proposed letter, with edits to be finalized through individual emails, was approved 

unanimously. 

 

 



 

Budget Letter – Phil Klingelhofer 

A letter on fiscal year 2020’s budget was approved unanimously. 

February minutes and Commission Infrastructure (Work plan, Annual report, 

Memberships) – Phil Klingelhofer 

The February minutes were approved unanimously 

Staff Reports - (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

Mr. Verweij highlighted the Key Bridge Marriott project. Commissioner Sockwell and Haynes 

volunteered to work on this project. 

Other highlighted projects included the meeting with private designers on new Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Ordinance Guidance Manual Changes, and the retiring tree crew member Derrick 

Hardy (replaced by former gardener Jose Marquez). 

A short discussion followed on the Powhatan Skate Park tree replacement, and the replacement 

of the deputy division chief, overseeing the Urban Forestry office. 

Outreach 

  

• Staff met with a large group of private design arborists in the region, to discuss the new 

changes in the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance Guidance Manual. The changes 

were well-received, and another presentation will be given in April, for another group. 

We intend to also reach out to developers interested in the changes, for feedback. 

• If you have not seen the new outreach video to homeowners, realtors, and developers yet, 

make some time (it’s very short!) to watch 

it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vm8wNCzB8yw&t=30s 

  

4.1 Site Plans and Large By-right Plans 

  

• 6711 Lee Highway – Demo plan was approved with proper protection of the two county 

owned trees in Stewart Park. Urban Forestry worked with designers to re-design the wall 

to allow more root preservation. A project arborist will be retained by owner to oversee 

root pruning and tree protection. 

• 2138 S Nelson (2134, 2136, & 2138) – LDA plan was approved. 

• 3445 Washington Blvd (American Legion) – Review is ongoing. 

• Tuckahoe Mews – Review is ongoing. 

• Rosslyn Holiday Inn – This project acquired the small open space along Lee Highway, 

for development into a restaurant space. Trees will be integrated into this space. The 

project is proposing extensive roof tree planting. 

• 4238 Columbia Pike – Review is ongoing. 

• Fashion Center at Pentagon City Mall (1100 S Hayes) – Admin change was submitted 

for review which includes movable furnishings and planters, and the addition of shrubs to 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DVm8wNCzB8yw%26t%3D30s&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C775f284236e94ec34be608d6b9289c7f%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636899981416765814&sdata=In7Mmzm3Evxh6T3e%2B1IiTukg24zXo2c%2FWc67WaUQn5Y%3D&reserved=0


the street tree pits. Urban Forestry is asking designer to keep a buffer around the street 

trees to avoid impact to the roots and to plant more native species. 

• 5335 Lee Hwy (Lee Harrison Shopping Center) – By right site plan is being reviewed 

for improvements to the existing Cardinal Bank building and surrounding area. Several 

parking island trees will be removed but the new design will increase the tree canopy 

overall. 

• 6600 Little Falls Rd (Bishop O’Connell) – LDA was approved and pre-construction 

meeting was held with builder for phase 1, which includes an amphitheater and retaining 

wall near the existing parking on Little Falls Rd. Most of the existing maples on the street 

will be preserved. 

• Mercedes Benz of Arlington – First submission CEP was submitted and reviewed. Tree 

canopy will increase on this site, as there are currently few existing trees. 

• The Gables (Three Oaks Park) - Met with project arborist to discuss pier locations and 

ramp installation. He was able to help builders find appropriate locations for piers after 

removing soil through air spade. Very little root disturbance took place, only a small 

number of roots needed to be pruned. His contract is finished but will recommend to 

builder that the area surrounding the walkway construction be de-compacted once 

construction is finished. 

• Key Bridge Marriott – Reviewed preliminary site plan and attended internal review 

meeting. Urban Forestry would like to address the invasive species growing onto the 

property from NPS land. 

  

By-right review: 

  

• Staff worked on 34 LDA projects, and 12 Right-of-way reviews. 

• 5800 Little Falls – Worked with builder to preserve a large, healthy red maple that was 

shown to be removed. Tree protection was pulled out to give the roots plenty of room, 

and mulch added to the critical root zone. Builder was motivated to increase value of 

house going on the market and save money by not removing tree and not having to plant 

new ones. 

• 1200 S Courthouse (Dominion Plaza) - Worked with designer to adjust grading to 

preserve two healthy white pines at the edge of a wooded area. 

• Assisting with by-right LDA plan review, attending all pre-construction meetings, 

conducting follow-up inspections, and conducting Certificate of Occupancy inspections 

for single family projects. 

  

Operations 

• Staff is reviewing and responding to resident and internal County correspondences 

pertaining to County trees. A significant increase in tree requests have occurred given the 

current season.   

• Staff met with several local historic district residents regarding tree preservation and 

removal. No tree removals in Maywood were approved this month. 

• The tree crew attended a demonstration of electric chainsaws. This is looking to be a 

promising tool for low-noise work (late at night) and a tool for people less familiar with 

chainsaw work. 



• Jose Marquez will be starting with our tree crew on Monday, April 1. He is replacing 

long-time crew member Derrick Hardy. Jose comes from our landscape crew, and we are 

looking forward to working with him. 

• Crews will be removing a tree at the Lee Center, which has been a beloved elm for a long 

time. It is too high of a risk to retain, and the Center’s users have been notified. 

  

Parks 

• Long Bridge – Walked the site with DPR staff, Davey Tree, and IPC to determine invasive 

treatment as well as tree replacements for the site. NPS has verbally agreed to allow the 

County to plant replacement trees on their property as a reforestation effort. The agreement 

is not yet finalized, but is nearing resolution 

• Mosaic – Park design and LDA permit was approved. Preconstruction meeting was held 

3/27/2019 with construction to start shortly. 

• Benjamin Banneker – Park design and permit approval is nearing completion. LDA is in 

review. 

• Henry Clay – Park design and permit approval is nearing completion. LDA is in review. 

• Glencarlyn – Project is nearing completion with trees planted last week. 

• Powhatan Springs Skate Park – Project nearing completion. Trees will be installed week 

of 3/25/2019, weather permitting. 

  

DES & NC Projects 

• 7th St S Trail Connector – Project is nearing completion with no issues relating to trees, 

to date. 

• Lacey Woods – Street trees have been selected and locations were marked in the field. 

  

Planting 

• Davey tree will begin planting the Spring list in mid-April starting with the park trees.  

• Andrew is continuing to work on the Fall planting list and is currently looking for areas 

to plant trees. 

• Andrew has been helping to follow-up with the stump removal contractor to ensure a 

smooth planting season. 

• Andrew Knapik met with a resident at Cherry Valley Park.  The resident would like to 

see more tree canopy in the park, so Andrew walked around identifying much needed 

areas.  Andrew plans on going back to the park, within the week, to make a planting plan. 

  

Planning 

• Vincent Verweij met with the Lee Highway Planning group to discuss data and high-

level concerns going forward in the planning process. He provided the group with tree 

canopy and i-tree eco data. 

• In anticipation of the new hire for the Deputy division chief, we are simultaneously 

working on preparing for the INRMP process. More to come. 



  

Other 

• Adam Lipera is on the 26th & Old Dominion (Salt Dome) staff working group, which helps 

support the County Board appointed task force. 

• Adam Lipera attended Spotted Lanternfly training in Winchester, VA. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes 

Aileen Winquist, Watershed Outreach Program Manager with the Department of Environmental 

Services, provided an update on stormwater projects, including Ballston Pond and Sparrow 

Pond.  There was a good deal of discussion about how these projects should serve both a 

stormwater function, as well as providing opportunities for viewing nature. If scoped properly 

with adequate viewing opportunities and interpretative signage, these projects can further the 

objectives of a biophilic community in creating more opportunities for human-nature 

connections. 

Park and Recreation Commission – David Howell 

The Park and Recreation Commission agenda kicked-off with comments from County Board 

member Erik Gutshall, who assumed the PRC liaison role this year. Mr. Gutshall talked about 

the importance of parks and nature for county planning, and also noted that biophilic principles, 

as an added consideration, would help keep Arlington’s development smart. He stated that the 

role of commissions is critically important to the board, and that in his view it is the quality of 

civic engagement, not the quantity, that makes the difference in arriving at good decisions. 

The PRC also discussed FY 2020 budget issues, including a new realization that the current APS 

budget proposal would eliminate funding for the Outdoor Lab, which as been a natural learning 

and experience venue for Arlington students for decades. More information is sought on that 

question. As an advisory body to the County Board, if PRC determines that a letter is needed, it 

would go to the board with copies to the School Board and APS. 

A brief update from Caroline Haynes, co-chair of the POPS committee, was provided on the 

status of the Public Spaces Master Plan. A few remaining issues were discussed, including the 

language recommending commitment to a multi-sports facility, references to biophilic cities 

being expanded, and late lobbying from mountain bike activists. 

The Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award Selection Committee, chaired this year by Shruti Kuppa, 

provided its report on the review of this year’s nominations, and recommendation for award. The 

PRC voted unanimously to approve the committee’s recommendation. The award will be 

presented in conjunction with one of the April County Board meetings. 

The PRC also discussed some administrative updates and revisions to its commission charter. 



Planning our Public Spaces – Caroline Haynes 

On March 6 the Planning Commission unanimously supported the Request to Advertise (RTA) 

the final draft of the PSMP, with one motion elaborating how casual use space provides 

important community gathering areas. The County Board unanimously supported the RTA at the 

March 19 meeting. The draft considered by the County Board included language from the 

motion made by the Planning Commission on casual use space, as well as some additional 

changes that reflected a range of comments from Planning Commissioners and revised language 

on field lighting. Representatives from PRC, E2C2, Sports Commission and UFC Chair Phil 

Klingelhofer spoke in support of the RTA at both the Planning Commission meeting and the 

County Board meeting. 

Final consideration of the PSMP is scheduled to come before the Planning Commission on April 

10, 2019 and before the County Board at either the  April 23 or 25 (TBD) meetings. At the 

County Board meeting there were a number of speakers that focused on support for mountain 

biking, and other speakers that spoke against mountain biking and the need to protect natural 

areas. 

Planning activities 

Pen Place 

No update. 

Housing Conservation District Working Group  

No report. 

Old Dominion and 26th St Site planning 

March 7: TF reviewed schematics of site designs, noting pluses and minuses in each. Many 

members cite importance of open/green space. Votes taken on each design; several voted down.  

The theme of preserving open and green space remains a focus. Exploring outside-the-box 

solutions also at the forefront. One civic association president noted in public comment that 

conveyor belts are being used effectively to move salt, eliminating the need for large trucks and 

paved turning space. Suggestions for shared parking and other arrangements raised regularly. 

It was a surprise to learn from DPR that the "Arlington Parks" sign on the .5 acre park site at the 

Donaldson Run trail head was incorrectly placed by a maintenance crew (the sign has been there 

for years). 

A member of the public corrected staff about the longevity of the "interim" salt dome structure 

and cover. 

March 21: Further culling of designs. Staff presented a "Summary of Requested Criteria for 

Refined Concepts" for four designs; counter to urging by TF and public, all four have a "high" 

impact on existing trees. Percentage of disturbed land ranges from 81% (!!) to 57%. One TF 



member comments that the designs were made despite "handcuffs" showing a lack of 

imaginative approaches.   

Some question the imbalance of input between the departments of public works (DES) and parks 

(DPR)--despite a park being a key component of the charge, and the chorus of calls for open and 

green space. Requests for greater detail about land disturbance, impact on trees, and plans for 

storm water mitigation go unanswered. Queries about the number of storm events in recent years 

unaddressed. A TF member specifically requests number of category 3, or higher, storms. When 

asked about surface to be used in new trails, DPR said any new trails will add impervious 

surface. 

Many neighbors expressed concerns, including: spending lots of money for activity that takes 

place only a handful of days a year (again, no specifics on storm events yet known); lack of 

willingness to consider placing a chain shop on already-paved sites; over-reliance on damaging 

use of salt on roads; the need for adequate information to make a cost-benefit analysis. One 

spoke of a "dearth of information," poor maintenance of existing operations, the need to refrain 

from "paving more for no articulated reason;" and the hope that creative solutions like placing a 

chain shop at Fire Station 8, or at Buck, be entertained. It's hard to overstate the view across 

people engaged in the process that it makes no sense to pave a lot of the site and build structures 

used only a few days a year. 

Chair noted common themes: the need to "shrink" plans (buildings etc); "move" plan elements 

(i.e. parking on the street); and "imagine" creative options. 

March 28: TF meets. 

Lee Highway – Caroline Haynes 

No additional meetings have been scheduled since the February kick-off events. 

Tree Stewards – Kate Donahue 

Tree Steward Training 

  

Tree Steward Trainees are learning Spring Tree ID and invasive plant identification and removal.  

  

Invasive Removal: Ongoing RiPs are held at East Falls Church Park from 10:00 am to noon the 

last Tuesday of every month. 

  

Columbia Gardens Cemetery: Columbia Gardens has received Arboretum Status, and Tree 

Stewards assisted by identifying over 70 trees on the grounds, as well as selecting and verifying 

the identification of trees for signage.  

  

Upcoming Tree Steward Events: 

  

•       Rod Simmons will lecture on native and invasive vines at Beatley Library in Alexandria, 

followed by a walk. The program will run from 1:30-4 pm on Sunday, March 31 



•       Emily Ferguson will conduct a Spring Tree ID walk on Sunday, April 7 from 1:30-3;30 pm 

at Monticello Park in Alexandria 

•       Sarah Archer will lead an invasive identification walk and RiP at East Falls Church Park 

from 10-12:30 pm on Saturday, April 13. 

  

For more information on many of the above items, and others, please visit the TreeStewards 

website at: 

 

https://treestewards.org  

 

From Commissioner Palmatier: UFC/TS Booth at Arlington Home Show, April 27:  There will 

be a joint UFC and TreeSteward info booth at the Show.  This is our opportunity to reach 

Arlingtonians contemplating remodeling or building and encourage them to prevent damage to 

trees. The County has info tables about zoning and requirements, and we will showcase Mature 

Trees are Valuable Trees and have the ISA brochure Preventing Tree Damage During 

Construction.  If you can assist with staffing the booth sometime between 9am and 5pm, contact 

Nora Palmatier. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 

The planting of 105 trees is starting this week. The application for fall 2019 tree plantings will 

open in the next 2 weeks with a deadline in June.   A notice will be sent to all members as soon 

as it's open. Members of UFC will be needed to review and select recipients shortly thereafter. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 

 

Registration will open this week and link will be sent to members. Topic is how to communicate 

importance of trees.  Vincent will be presenting the PSA Trees are good for the wallet and Kate, 

Nora will present on working with professionals to design the Mature Trees are Valuable Trees 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commission – Phil Klingelhofer 

On March 14, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its monthly 

meeting, with two items on the agenda, neither of which was directly within the UFC purview: 

Discussion / Action Items 

• Presentation by County Board member, Matt de Ferranti  

• Presentation by Marty Swaim, the non-profit Challenging Racism  

 Project Status Report.  For a current status report on all approved NC projects, click here.   

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 

 

No report 

https://treestewards.org/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.dualstack.us-east-1.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2017%2F10%2FProject-Status-Oct-2017-1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C8493dff63f394259bb7308d6b2ef0ed0%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636893137148674086&sdata=QL3dXpBr2DIcATdZtxuzmGVg%2F%2BgcF6KmG8nekOustC4%3D&reserved=0


 

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone 

No report 

Arlington Public Schools – Stephen Bernheisel 

Arbor Day will be May 3, at Campbell Elementary. 

Virginia Cooperative Extension – Kirsten Ann Conrad 

No report 

New Business 

Virginia Hospital’s corner park, Upton Hill meetings, remaining discussions on the Public 

Spaces Master Plan, off-road mountain bikers, Arbor Day, and spotted lanternfly were discussed 

Commissioners Sockwell and Haynes offered to be Site Plan Review Commission (SPRC) 

Liaisons. 

Commissioner Handler asked about the progress on the Dawn Redwood Memo. The Chair 

offered to inquire with the liaison. 

The 1101 Lee Highway property, owned by Arlington County, and a potential future site for a 

boat house, was discussed, and it was decided to weigh in during the planning process. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 

Next Meeting 

April 25, 2019, Ellen Bozman Government Center – Room 311 


