
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) 

Meeting Minutes 4-1-2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm in the auditorium of Long Branch Nature Center. 

 

In attendance were: Colt Gregory, David Howell, Caroline Haynes (Park & Rec), Phil 

Klingelhofer, Evelio Rubiella, Steve Sockwell (UFC), Sarah Meservey (E2C2) Marion Jordan 

(Public), and Alonso Abugattas (DPR) 

 

Introductions made all around. 

 

No Public Comment. Minutes from March 4, 2019 were adopted. 

 

Guest: Stella Tarnay, Capital Nature and Biophilic DC 

 

Recommendations for Arlington County on becoming a Biophilic Community 

 

Ms. Stella Tarnay, from Capital Nature and who had a primary role in Washington, DC 

becoming a biophilic community, discussed lessons learned from the DC effort which started in 

2014.  Arlington, it was noted is well on the way, having invited Tim Beatley in 2017 and having 

numerous biophilic practices underway already. She recommended thinking of a catch phrase, 

suggested “Living Arlington” for example. Discussion on using terminology such as “biophillic” 

and how different people may interpret that to mean multiple things were to be considered. A 

mission statement and elevator speech were also recommendations Ms. Tarnay suggested.  

 

Staff Updates 

 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• Alonso Abugattas reported that interviews for the assistant division chief position were to 

take place soon. This staff person would also serve as the environmental section chief for 

forestry, landscaping, nature centers, park rangers and natural resources. 

• Regular nursery work days are being planned every Thursday, along with restoration 

plantings and invasive pulls other days. 

• The Natural Resources Management Unit is planning to be heavily involved in the City 

Nature Challenge, leading a mini bioblitz and being actively involved in numerous region 

wide events, such as region conference calls.  

• The Natural Resources Management Unit along with the City of Alexandria and the 

Extension Service will be conducting a workshop on the new invasive Spotted 

Lanternfly. 

• With numerous concerns and complaints to respond to, Natural Resources will no longer 

be using glyphosate except where there is no alternative. Instead, despite costing almost 

triple, triclopyr will be the herbicide used instead. 

 



Member Reports 

 

• Sarah Meservey (E2C2) stated that new replacement commissioners would soon be 

chosen, as both Sarah and Claire O’Dea will be rotating off of E2C2 soon.  

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) reported that the UFC sent a letter to the County Board stating 

the commission’s support for continued tree funding and opposition to any nature center 

cuts. 

• Caroline Haynes (PRC) announced that Bill Browning was the recipient of the Bill 

Thomas Park Volunteer Award. She added that the Public Open Spaces Master Plan 

would be going to the County Board for consideration in late April. 

 


