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Arlington County Tenant Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Minutes - April 10, 2019  

 2100 Clarendon Blvd Azalea Rm 

 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Zachary Butler, Kirit Mookerjee (phone), Christopher 

Bruno, Kristin Clegg. Absent: Kendon Krause, Bismah Ahmed, Matthew Whitfield. 

Chair, MacBeth called the meeting to order at 7:02 at which time there were only three other members 

present; he noted that it would be an informational meeting unless a quorum was established to enable 

voting and approval of the minutes. Commissioner Clegg joined later. 

Public Comment- Ms. Tiffany Cipoletti addressed the Commission about the problem of having rented a 

studio apartment- an accessory unit within a single- family home, which was later deemed an illegal 

unit, not having had the necessary fire safety permit and therefore in violation of the building code. She 

may have to seek legal representation since her landlord is unwilling to release her from the lease, 

pending the result of the code enforcement case. She was concerned that other renters would have a 

similar experience and wondered if more could be done to protect future renters. She was advised to 

get legal advice and possibly seek county resources for alternate housing. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – correction - pg. 2 3rd paragraph “indexed to HUD’s 60% AMI,” should 

read “indexed to HUD’s Fair Market Rents. The minutes were accepted.  

Current Business 

Office of Human Rights, Anna Maynard, EEO Investigator 

Ms. Maynard’s presentation covered the responsibilities of the Human rights Office (HR), the types of 

complaints received and the process for investigation and resolution. There was some discussion, 

primarily around the need to consider testing based on familiar status as this tends to relate to 

overcrowding, from the landlord perspective; and as tenant advocates it relates to supporting housing 

policies that are family friendly. Other questions relate to difference between human rights code versus 

fair housing laws and differences in protected classes at the state level and local level.  

Housing Discrimination Sub Committee 

Chair, Macbeth introduced a draft charter (1-page doc) for the formation of a Housing Discrimination 

subcommittee. Members of the subcommittee are Chair, MacBeth and Michael Pruitt, community 

member. Chair MacBeth, intends to invite other Commissions such as Housing and CDCAC to join, as 

well as DHS staff and affiliates who may be interested. 

Alliance for Housing Solutions (AHS) (Amendment to agenda) 

Chair, MacBeth shared a letter from AHS written to the County Board advocating for support to increase  

funding for affordable housing in the  FY2020 Budget. One recommendation mirrored support of 

indexing housing grant rents to HUD’s Fair Market rents. There was some discussion, Commissioner 

Moorkerjee agreed in general, although had reservation about the success of AHIF as the best strategy 

for providing enough affordable housing. Commissioner, Klegg asked which other organizations were in 
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support of this, to which the Chair replied that, most housing advocates will support it. Commissioner 

Klegg made a motion that the TLC support the letter, which was seconded by Commissioner Bruno. All  

were in agreement.    

Public Comment Guidance - Chair, MacBeth reintroduced this item from last month’s meeting, with 

suggested changes. There was some discussion to clarify how time would be allotted among individuals 

vs groups.  It was agreed that staff should seek guidance from the Manager’s Office and relay to the 

Chair, who would revise the document accordingly and email to Commissioners for final sign-off. The 

document should be translated into Spanish and be available on the website for future speakers.  

Member recognition – Chair, MacBeth introduced a resolution to recognize Commissioner Michael 

Campbell’s three years of service to the Commission. Commission Clegg moved to accept and 

Commissioner Bruno seconded the motion. The letter will be signed and forwarded to Commissioner  

Campbell. 

New Business  - Best Western Site Plan Update 

Melissa Danowski, Development Specialist, Housing Division provided an update on the changes to the 

site plan. This involves the change from rental units to condos for homeownership. The County will 

receive a cash contribution towards Affordable housing which can be applied anywhere throughout the 

County. Relocation plans for the affected residents, should focus on finding housing in Arlington, 

perhaps with nonprofit housing partners. There was discussion about the affordability of the condos for 

current residents, whether condos can be made affordable at 60% AMI or whether there would be 

rental condos for residents. Staff responded that successful condo ownership tends to be at 80% AMI  

and that staff recommendation would not be for rental condos. A relocation plan is forthcoming. Chair, 

MacBeth appreciated the update, as it will inform the upcoming relocation plan. 

Reports 

Chair Report- Chair, Macbeth meet with Board Member de Ferranti as a follow up to the TLC letter 

requesting an increase in Housing Grants, indexed to HUD’s FMRs. Mr. de Ferranti expressed concern 

about the large dollar figure that would be needed to meet that request and indicated that the County 

Manager would have to determine the cost; more likely to consider next year. Chair, Macbeth indicated 

that he was looking into meeting with Alexandria’s Tenant-Landlord Commission to explore areas for 

collaboration. 

Eviction Reduction subcommittee- Commissioner Butler reported on the meeting which was held on  

April 8th. Members present were Tim Dunn, Chair, MacBeth, Commissioner Bismah Ahmed and 

Commissioner Butler. The committee sought to set the framework for moving forward with 

interventions in the Court process for evictions. Will meet first second Monday monthly. 

Staff Report – Rolda Nedd, reported on several meetings such as CPN Housing focused meeting, Housing 

Matters Forum and brief update on Housing Arlington Initiative approved by the Board. The annual 

Landlord Seminar as part of the Housing Expo – April 27. Hector Mercado advised that due to technical 

difficulty the monthly calls report would be sent next month.  

BUGATA report – Saul Reyes, gave a brief report of the number of cases attended to in the second 

quarter. Outreach efforts have extended to Aurora Highlands, the neighborhood closes to National 
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Landing, to assess what concerns tenants maybe having due to Amazon’s pending location. He 

commented that there should be a TAF fund for by-right properties which is referred to in the AHMP. He 

questioned whether parking costs are factored into development plans, as this affects housing costs of 

affordable units.  

DHS - Nicole Harmon, commented that a consideration for the Eviction Prevention subcommittee is that 

non- payment of rent is not the only reason for eviction. Non- renewal of leases occurs for different 

reasons. In addition, additional fees for amenities, and renters insurance add to the overall rent costs  

and DHS has limitations on funding.  

 The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 

 


