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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Steven Bernheisel (in for Jim Meikle) (Ex Officio, APS Staff Liaison) 
Angelo Collins (Ex Officio, NCAC Liaison) 
Sergio Enriquez 
Steve Finn 
Dean Foster 
Michael Grace   
Colt Gregory    
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Julie Mullen 
 
Guests:  
Neal Hunter 
Leo Sarli 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Paul DeMaio, MetroBike, LLC, DES Contractor 
Zack DesJardins, MetroBike, LLC, DES Contractor 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Caroline Haynes 
Shruti Kuppa 
Mark Lincoln 
Kevin Rachlin 
Syed Waqar Shah (resigned from PRC on 05/12/19) 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their April 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
 
No public comment was provided. 
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Agenda Items 
 
Update on Demonstration Project for Shared Mobility Devices (SMDs) [Paul DeMaio and 
Zach DesJardins, MetroBike, LLC, DES Contractors] 
  
Zach DesJardins of MetroBike, LLC (Department of Environmental Services (DES) Contractor) 
provided an update and presentation regarding the Shared Mobility Devices (SMDs) pilot project.  
Paul DeMaio of MetroBike, LLC was also present at the meeting. 
 
It was noted that there will likely be an increase in SMD usage as the weather becomes warmer 
and analyzing the effects of this coming season would be important.  Notable discussion points 
included (but were not limited to): explanation of the criteria used for decision-making purposes, 
liability for scooter ridership and its analysis, providing a timeline for review by the County Board 
and when the PRC may review this item before the scheduled County Board meeting.  Limiting 
SMD speeds on bicycle paths and trails may be less intimidating and the context should be 
reviewed further.  The demographic profile of users and the data surrounding that would be 
helpful to review as well.  The issue regarding SMDs parked in any location is an issue, given that 
there are no locking stations or something that may secure the scooter.  Staff explained that in San 
Francisco, California there is a locking requirement for SMDs, and the County will consider and 
analyze this option further.  There are seven (7) corrals within the County which are dedicated to 
SMD parking (they do not take away any available parking for larger motor vehicles).  Would 
there be a way to incentivize riders to return SMDs to these corrals (a discount through an 
application or other monetary incentive)?  Staff mentioned that if there are any damaged scooters 
or scooters parked unsafely along rights-of-way, the various SMD company applications have 
reporting mechanisms, or they may be reported to the County through mobility@arlingtonva.us.    
 
Parking and police enforcement of SMDs was also discussed.  Staff mentioned that police 
enforcement is difficult to quantify at this point.  One way of educating riders about safe riding 
practices is by working with Arlington Public Schools (APS) on notifying parents regarding what 
is and is not appropriate when using SMDs.  Things such as not providing children a credit card or 
a driver’s license to sign up for SMD applications would be helpful (since minors cannot legally 
ride SMDs in Arlington).  State law allows riders 14 years old and up.  Safety concepts and 
responsible riding techniques should be discussed and practiced when teenagers are eligible to 
ride SMDs.  PRC Chair Ross stated that before the final report is provided to the County Board for 
their consideration, it would be helpful to provide the report to the PRC for their review and 
comment.  This may not necessitate providing a follow-up presentation to the PRC.  
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Arlington Public Schools (APS) Relocatables Arlington 
County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) Amendment 
 
PRC Chair, Bill Ross led a discussion on the Saturday, June 15, 2019 County Board consideration 
for an Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) amendment providing greater flexibility for 
relocatable classrooms.  Notable discussion points included (but were not limited to): possible 
considerations and effects of locating relocatable classrooms on parking lots instead of playing 
fields, playgrounds, and athletic courts and how this may affect other casual use spaces.  The staff 
memorandum on this effort should also broaden the discussion to include athletic courts, 
playgrounds, and other community amenities that may be affected.  APS clarified that this 
initiative may not necessarily reduce the number of relocatable provided across the County, but it 
may shift where they are located Countywide.  The staff memorandum provides positive 
information, but it does not specify how many relocatables exist today and how much 
impermeable surface is affected because of them.  

mailto:mobility@arlingtonva.us
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The Commission also discussed the impacts to compacted soils, tree roots, and that relocatable 
classrooms may be designed in a such a way to be less intrusive to the surrounding natural 
environment (i.e. effects on area vegetation and stormwater impacts).  The likelihood of 
constructing multiple story relocatable classrooms is minimal given the accessibility and other 
environmental involved with this.  There was a question discussed about allocating the funding 
used for relocatable classrooms to new school addition projects.  APS responded that it takes time 
to plan and construct new school additions.  With the demands of a growing school-age 
population, relocatable classrooms provide a quicker solution in the short-run before a more 
comprehensive planning process may be conducted for new school projects and new school 
building additions.  The PRC will produce a letter asking for the necessary data to analyze how 
relocatable classrooms are planned for and implemented.  This may include stating the potential, 
negative impacts of installing relocatable classrooms on top of existing, recreational amenities.  It 
was noted that Attachment B, Page 1 of the staff memorandum asks for the inventory (number of 
relocatables at each school), duration of when they have been located on a specific site, as well as 
other information requested by the County’s Zoning Committee (ZOCO).  However, this 
information does not analyze the impact to parks and other public facilities.  
 
 
Staff Report  
 
Mr. Rivero provided an update on the August 2019 PRC meeting (potential locations and time, 6:30 
p.m.), recognition of PRC members who attended the park openings on Neighborhood Day (5/4), 
and an update on the Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse Programmatic Agreement (PA) 
signing by the County Manager.  There was Commission discussion concerning the 2105 N. Lynn 
St. property (formerly known as 1101 Lee Highway).  The issues discussed regarded a lack of public 
engagement, without input from the Park and Recreation Commission or the Environment and 
Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) during the review of the Programmatic Agreement.  Staff 
clarified that the community engagement for this process was organized and administered by the 
National Park Service (NPS) as part of their Environmental Assessment (EA) process.  
 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park 
 Two community engagement opportunities were held on April 6th and 11th and an online survey 
ran through the end of April. DPR is now refining the designs and is planning on having additional 
engagement opportunities in July. A Request for Quotation (RFQ) to solicit a Construction 
Manager at Risk (CMAR) will be issued in May. Following the Design Process, DPR will develop 
construction documents and submit for various permits. Construction is anticipated to begin in 
the first quarter of 2020.  

 
Alice West Fleet Elementary School 
Construction activities and work anticipated this month include (but are not limited to): 

• Roofing underlayment and standing seam metal roofing over the gym/library roof. 
• Installation of clips for attachment of exterior facade cladding. 
• Exterior spray foam insulation/air barrier installation and window/glazing installation. 
• Installation of exterior cladding finishes, including masonry veneer, terracotta panels, and 

fiber cement siding. 
• Interior wall construction. 
• Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) rough-ins and interior painting. 
• Miscellaneous storm and sanitary system structure and piping installation. 
• Site retaining walls 
• Activation of primary electrical service 



4  

• Modified construction hours allow for longer construction times during the week as well 
as on weekend and holidays to meet the anticipated school opening in September 2019. 
 

Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse (Programmatic Agreement) 
On Tuesday, May 21st, the County Board authorized the County Manager or his designee to sign a 
Programmatic Agreement (PA) with the National Park Service (NPS), National Capital Planning 
Commission, the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, and Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office.  The NPS is completing the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to identify a preferred site 
for an environmentally sustainable public rowing and paddling facility along the Virginia 
shoreline, while ensuring the protection of natural and cultural resources.  The EA considered an 
analysis of the impacts on soils, wetlands/floodplains, vegetation, aquatic wildlife, historic 
districts and cultural landscapes, visitor use experiences, as well as traffic and transportation 
considerations.  
 
As part of this federally-mandated, NEPA process, NPS provided public notice and publication of 
the EA, which occurred on June 28, 2018, including a public comment period from June 28, 2018 
through July 30, 2018. This was part of NPS’ compliance with NEPA that describes potential 
impacts to historic properties and requests the public’s comments.  Furthermore, NPS hosted an 
open house-style public meeting which occurred on July 12, 2018 at W-L High School.  After 
completion of the NEPA process, the County anticipates a public planning and engagement 
process regarding the design development of the Boathouse and potential ancillary facility.  Once 
the Programmatic Agreement is signed by all parties, the NPS can sign the Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) which would end the EA process.  There is currently Fiscal Year 2019-
2028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) funding which envisions resources in FY 2022 ($500,000) 
for development of a management model and long-term use arrangement and resources in FY 
2026 ($2.245 million) for the final design of the Boathouse, dock and associated facilities.  
 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements – no change  
Next steps are finalizing the design and obtaining construction bids.  The start of construction is 
anticipated in fall 2019.   

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements – no change 
Civil Engineering Plan (CEP) review has been sent back to DPR. Consultant reviewing and 
preparing responses and edits. Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permit set being submitted for 
review 3.14/3.15. Finalizing detailed planting/tree species and specialty feature designs (signage 
and playground surfacing). Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) Plan is under development. Light 
upgrade scheduled for 3/24 week, Dominion to provide additional info. 
 
Bluemont Park 
Invasive plant removal has resumed for the spring. 
 
Dawson Terrace Park 

• Asphalt work complete including striping. 
• Basketball court graphic works ongoing. 
• Punch list walkthrough held with contractor on 5/17/19. 
• Punchlist walkthrough held with Parks and Natural Resources (PNR) on 5/20/19. 

 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly New Middle School at Stratford Site) -  
Schedule Milestones (weather pending):  
     Renovation of Existing Building  
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• Summer construction begins – renovation (6/25/2019) 
• Staff occupancy - renovation (August 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy/school opening -renovation (August 2019); 

     Construction of Addition  
• Completion of steel structure erection (May 2019);  
• Completion of envelop/building enclosure (August / September 2019);  
• Staff occupancy - (November / December 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy -addition (January 2020). 

For additional details on the status of the project see Dorothy Hamm MS where monthly 
construction updates are posted.   

 
Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) 
The project scope was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation 
bundle in November 2018. The first design/working group meeting was held Wednesday, 
February 13th. The project was presented to the Arlington Forest Civic Association at their April 
24th meeting for a vote. The project was approved, and the project is currently in design. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse    
The County Board hearing was on May 18th and approved by the County Board.   The project is 
planned to be completed for the 2021-22 school year.           
 
Gunston Diamond Field Replacement 

• Continue removing topsoil - complete 
• Begin placing filter fabric, flow barrier and #57 stone - complete 
• Placed concrete for batting cage and dugouts – Complete 
• Begin placing #8 stones and laser grading for the BMP - Complete 
• Athletic field turf installation complete. 
• Netting installation ongoing. 

 
The Heights Building (Rosslyn) 
No adjustments have been made to the contractor’s schedule this month.  

• Theater MEP rough-in and theater equipment installation started in April. 
• Interior curtainwall system of windows has been completed at library, cafeteria, Level 2 

and majority of Level 3. 
• The brick rainscreen is ongoing on Bars 4 and 5. The majority of Bar 5 was completed this 

month. 
• Plumbing fixtures and toilet partitions have been installed on Level B2. 
• Roofing work continued on levels 2 and 3. Bar 5 green roof installation is complete. 
• Hardscape/concrete plaza work is scheduled to start along Wilson Blvd in May. 
• Cascading interior concrete stair installation is complete. 
• 18th Street North demolition and re-grading on-going.  
• Permanent electrical power to the building was provided by Dominion Virginia Power at 

the beginning of April. During this month, the three-story curtainwall on Wilson Blvd will 
be installed. The interior curtainwall installation is scheduled to be completed next 
month. Kitchen equipment installation is scheduled to start. Anticipated school opening is 
still September 2019. 
 

Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
• Roughly 70 yds of concrete poured this week. Electrical subcontractor finished duct bank 

run to the building. Work should hopefully start within the next week. The work for 
making the soil suitable for use as backfill has now had a full week of operations. Soil is 

https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
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being sifted for larger debris > 4 inches. The soil is being windrowed to dry. Once it is dry 
it will be compacted to “seal” the surface from water saturation. This work will be done in 
lifts of 8-10 inches. Large debris and unsuitable soils were also being hauled off this week. 

 
Long Bridge Park Field 1 and 4 Replacement 
All the piping fittings were completed this week along with cleanouts. Trenches were backfilled, 
stone placed, and laser graded. Smaller stone was used to fill in areas and the perimeter. Turf 
Deliveries to start end of May. Filter fabric and Brock system will be installed at the time the 
carpet goes done working from one end of the field to the other. 
 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 

• Community Meeting being held on site on May 29th from 5-7 pm. Community Members 
will enter the site from the 3rd street construction entrance and view progress from the 
top of the new parking garage.  

• Work will begin in mid-late May to bring the storm and sewer drains across George Mason 
and to the new center. One lane on George Mason will be closed during this work. A larger 
community message will be sent out to alert the community to the closure.  

 
Lubber Run Pedestrian Bridge Replacement 
During the Lubber Run Community Center design process, it was found that the pedestrian bridge 
nearest to the center is not structurally sound. The condition is such that the only viable approach 
is to replace the bridge. 90% design plans have been prepared along with a geotechnical study, 
hydrology study and tree survey. The plans are currently being reviewed for the building permit. 
Construction is anticipated for fall 2019.  

 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed 
The second phase of reforestation was completed in Fall 2018. Invasive plant removal has 
resumed for the spring.  
 
Madison Manor Park 
A construction contract will be going before the Board on May 18th and assuming it is approved, 
construction should start by the end of June or early July. Construction should be complete by the 
1st quarter 2020. 
 
Mosaic Park  

• Received LDA & Building Permit. 
• Begin site prep and layout for filter fabric install - Complete 
• Material and equipment delivery for mobilization - Ongoing 
• Stone delivery for construction entrance - Complete 
• Begin tree demo and area prep for trailer delivery – Complete 
• Install wash rack at construction entrance 
• Demo existing trees - complete 
• Install silt and construction fencing - complete 
• Sanitary sewer piping installation ongoing. 
• Contaminated soil found on site. Third party inspectors to do the necessary testing. 

 
Nauck Town Center 
The project’s bids came in and is expected to get presented to the County Board by the 
Department of Environmental Services (DES).  Awaiting an update from DES. 
 
Nelly Custis Park 
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Dynamo Playground equipment concrete footer installed.  Curbs redone and the fabric and stone 
for the porous pavement installed.  Benches and signs were installed, awaiting picnic tables and 
trash/recycle receptacles.   
 
Oakland Park 
The contract was awarded at the April 23, 2019 County Board meeting.  The purchase order has 
been created and the contract is in the process of being signed. The notice-to-proceed will occur 
after the contract is signed. When a final date for the start of construction is selected, staff will 
send a notice to the community.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The skate park was opened for use on Friday, April 5, 2019. A grand opening event was held on 
Saturday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. The project is currently in the close-out phase of construction where 
operations and maintenance manuals and as-built plans are provided by the contractor. Signage is 
being installed by DPR who is assuming operations of the park. 
 
RHP+ 
Construction continues at the Wilson School site and the school is expected to open in the fall of 
2019. Penzance continues demolition and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station 
#10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The 
park is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently 
being prepared for the playground (on the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction 
in 2021. APAH started construction on their Queens Court property in mid-April.   
 
Site Plan Review 

• SP #244, Site Plan Amendment:  Verizon Site – 400 11th Street South 
 254,676 sq. ft. residential and mixed-use building. 
 Modifications requested: bonus density, parking and penthouse elevator setbacks. 
 A future, planned open space area is envisioned on the west end of the site, fronting 

South Eads Street and 11th Street South (approximately 5,970 sq. ft.). 
 First SPRC meeting occurred on Thursday, May 16, 2019. 

 
• SP #13 Crystal Houses Major Site Plan Amendment – 1900 S Eads Street  

 Construction of four multi-family buildings adjacent to two existing buildings 
within the block.   

 Two levels of underground parking. 
 Two public spaces included in project will have public access easements.  They 

will remain privately owned and be maintained by the owner.   
A. A public space at the corner of Fern and 22nd streets is designated in the 

Crystal City Sector Plan for “neighborhood serving facilities” will be 
approximately 24,000 square feet.   

B. A linear public space, 31,700 square feet, which includes a children’s play 
area, a table tennis set, lawn area with hammocks, pathways and trees.  Its 
design was approved by the County Board in November 2017 as part of a 
major site plan amendment for Site Plan #13.     

 
• SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center  
 Two Mixed-Use Buildings (685 Residential Units) 
 New Harris Teeter and ground-level retail  
 Thee-level structured parking garages (923 parking spaces total) 
 New Public Park (0.5 Acres) 
 First SPRC meeting anticipated April 29, 2019 



8  

 Open Space: As part of the community engagement process for the proposed open 
space, DPR staff is proposing 2 open houses supplemented with 2 online surveys to 
solicit community feedback. The first open house and online survey hosted in the 
summer of 2019 will solicit community feedback on 2 preliminary draft concepts. In 
addition, a presentation will be given to the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
to gather input from the commissioners on the preliminary concepts. Based on the 
community feedback and site analysis, DPR staff and the developer will work together 
to develop a final open space concept design. 
 
The second open house and online survey hosted in the fall of 2019 will solicit 
feedback on the final design. These will be followed by a presentation to the PRC to 
gather additional input. The applicant will then make any necessary modifications to 
the design and will incorporate the final open space concept design with the site plan 
presented to the Planning Commission and County Board for final approval. 

 
Tyrol Hill Park  

• The permeable paver installer’s Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute (ICPI) 
Certification has been submitted. Engineers report for Best Management Practices (BMP) 
installation to be submitted to Department of Environmental Services for review. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Tree maintenance staff is getting increased calls for tree maintenance, as is typical for 
early spring. Urban forestry staff is staying on track with these. 

2. Planting for Spring has commenced, starting in the parks. 
3. The Tree Canopy Fund for Fall planting has opened, with a June 21 deadline. Find more 

information here: https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/  
4. Staff is meeting with the National Park Service to explore invasive plant treatment near 

the new Key Bridge Marriott Site Plan. 
5. Many park projects completed construction, and trees are being planted at Glencarlyn 

Shelter, Powhatan Springs Skate Park, Fairlington playground, Dawson Terrace, and 
McCoy Park. 

6. The Clark Street Bridge removal is about to be finalized, and tree planting has been 
flagged. 

7. At the Urban Forestry commission, the process for park development (from forestry’s 
perspective), and the outcome of the 26th and Old Dominion project were discussed. 

8. Staff is gearing up to begin the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan update. A 
Request for Proposal for a contractor will be released soon. 

9. Arbor Day was at Campbell Elementary this year and was well-attended by parents and 
students. Two trees were planted on the school site, a Serviceberry and an American 
Linden. 

 
 
Commission Member Reports   Purple = Information provided at PRC Meeting 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• No report provided, because there has not been any recent activity on this effort. 

 
• 55+ (Dean Foster) 

• May is National Fitness and Sports Month and OSAP is using this occasion to 
highlight the numerous programs offered to keep participants active in Arlington 
County. The Annual Fitness Day was held May 17th at Walter Reed Community 

https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/
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Center. Free demonstrations were held of KUKUWA, Dance Fusion, Ageless Grace, 
Gentle Yoga and Senior Bootcamp. Free nutritious smoothies were offered, and a 
presentation was given on the importance of proper hydration for seniors, particular 
in the more active exercise programs. 

• The Alliance for Arlington Senior Programs (AASP) with the Senior Centers Advisory 
Committees are holding a fundraiser for senior programs on Tuesday, June 4th at 
Rocklands BBQ. The public is invited to share in the good food, fun and fellowship. 

• The Alliance, an IRS recognized nonprofit organization, is the designated fiscal agent 
for outside funding and fundraising by or for the 55+ program and the county senior 
and community centers. The Alliance website: friendsofthealliance.org maintains a 
monthly calendar of events and programs offered at all county senior centers of 
which one can obtain advance notice by sending your email address to the Alliance 
at the contact e-mail address on the website.  

• The Travel Program of 55+ has added Adventure Travel featuring more challenging 
trips. For example, on May 16th, over twenty program participants went for a two-
hour kayaking at Mallows Bay Park in Charles County, MD. This Park is the largest 
ship graveyard in the Northern Hemisphere and includes vessels from the American 
Revolution through the Ghost Fleet of WW1. The next Adventure Travel will be on 
July 18th which will be a hike through Rock Creek Park with a Park Ranger to see 
and experience the Civil War Defenses of Washington. The hiking trail is rated as of 
moderate difficulty in grade and terrain, is approximately two miles long and takes 
about two hours. Following the hike, participants may cool off in the Planetarium to 
see the program “The Summer Night Sky”. 

• Jennifer Collins, OSAP Program manager, reported two hires to fill staff vacancies in 
OSAP. Allison Cheek will fill the recent vacancy of the 55+ countywide program 
specialist with OSAP. Currently, Allison manages 150 fitness classes including 
supervising instructors at 15 community centers, for the Maryland Parks and 
Planning Commission. She will begin in Arlington on June 9th. 

• Also, Sidney Reed, a certified therapeutic recreation specialist from the Virginia 
Hospital Center, will be the new Walter Reed Community Center Director. Walter 
Reed hosts a Social 60 Program and has a senior daycare component. Sidney’s 
professional training and experience should be a good match at WR. She will join 
DPR on May 28th.  

• Jennifer Collins also reported that on May 29th from 5 pm to 7 pm, there will be 
community tour at the Lubber Run Community Center which is under construction. 
Also, it is anticipated that both LRCC and the Long Bridge Park will be completed 
within two months of each other which will make for a particularly exciting time. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• Unusual Seepage - Staff response: Mark Wisdom (DES) checked the Stormwater 

Channel between the Foreign Service Affairs Training Center (State Dept) and park 
on two occasions.  Based on visual inspection the silvery material on the surface of 
the seepage bacteria and considered benign.   

• Basketball court runoff mitigation into RPA:  Staff response: This will be considered 
as an option for stormwater management.   
Follow-up Action: ID DES contact and get in touch. 

• Wet green space on the most southern end of the park (Columbia Pike end) has 
potential as a wet-marshy habitat:  Staff response:  Changes to the stream or other 
water features would need to be approved by County staff and require further 
investigation and planning.  
Follow-up Action: ID DES contact and get in touch. 
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• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 

• At its April 2019 meeting, CivFed had received a draft resolution expressing concern 
about the County’s failure to explore alternative uses for the parcel at 1101 Lee Hwy 
and the proponents’ growing concern that no such planning would be conducted.  
Instead, the only County planning conducted to date assumed that the parcel would 
be used as a support facility for a boathouse.  CivFed agreed that, instead of moving 
forward immediately with the resolution protesting the lack of planning, it could 
simply ask the County whether such planning was in the offing.  It seemed— to many 
of us — the most civil and non-confrontational way to deal with the issue. 

• At the Direction of the Board of Directors, CivFed deferred on bringing this 
resolution for consideration at its May meeting until it could get information on the 
precise status of planning for the parcel. 

• The resolution points out that, several times in the past, the County had promised 
“comprehensive planning” for the 1101 Lee Highway Site, which would consider 
alternative uses — including passive recreation and/or a boathouse.  Indeed, the 
Public Spaces Master Plan approved by the County Board only last month specifically 
included the parcel on its list of new parks that are “of high importance to the park 
system over the next decade” and required preparation of park master plans. Master 
plans, of course, are used to ensure the best use of limited and valuable park 
resources. 

• In response to its inquiries, CivFed received inconsistent messages about its proposed 
planning for the parcel. The County Manager stated emphatically that all necessary 
planning had been completed.  In mid-May, however, CivFed received an e-mail from 
the Planning Department of the Department of Parks & Recreation that referenced 
the Public Spaces Master Plan and confirmed that “by being included on that list, I 
think it is fair to say that at some point it is anticipated that a master planning effort 
would include that property.”  Nevertheless, the issue is far from resolved. 

• Many believed that formal consideration of the resolution and CivFed vote may be 
unnecessary if, for example, the County Board confirmed the need for a master 
planning effort, including alternative uses.   

• CivFed was disappointed to see the draft Programmatic Agreement with the 
National Park Service as a May 18th County Board consent agenda item so soon after 
its inquiries. A request was made to remove the item from the consent agenda to be 
heard at the County Board recessed meeting of May 21st. Despite its attempts at 
outreach to the County, no one advised CivFed that this Agreement was being 
prepared.  The Agreement is of concern to the resolution’s proponents because it 
represents yet another step toward dedicating the parcel for boathouse use, without 
conducting any analysis of potential alternative uses. 

• The resolution did not address the merits at all — that is, whether or not a 
boathouse is an appropriate use for the parcel.  The resolution was only concerned 
that the County approach the property as it does other newly acquired parks and 
conduct appropriate master planning.  Thus, CivFed asked the County whether it 
would, in fact, conduct additional planning for the 1101 Lee Highway property, 
including uses other than a boathouse support facility.  If so, CivFed argued, then the 
proposed Programmatic Agreement should not be executed by the County until the 
completion of that planning.  As currently worded, the Agreement assumes that the 
parcel will be used solely as part of the boathouse project. 

• At the Board’s public hearing on the Programmatic Agreement, the Resolution’s 
principal proponent, the President of the Civic Federation, and the Environmental & 
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Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) all requested the Board to conduct 
additional planning for the property, including consideration of alternative uses.  
The Board did not accede to those requests and approved the Programmatic 
Agreement by a vote of 5 to 0. 

• At the public meeting, speakers noted that the item had not previously been placed 
on the agenda of the Parks and Recreation Commission nor the Energy Efficiency 
Conservation Commission (E2C2) for their review and comment, as is customary 
concerning a parcel that will be used for Park and Recreation purposes.  While the 
boat house proposal has been brought forth to the Commission in the distant past, 
most members of today’s Commission have not had an opportunity to weigh in on the 
matter, especially concerning this specific parcel.   

• Many in CivFed believed that the County Board and staff are violating the spirit of 
the Public Spaces Master Plan, adopted just last month, which promised 
transparency in implementing the Master Plan and all park planning decisions. 
Actions such as placing the Programmatic Agreement at the last minute on the 
consent agenda, without soliciting review and comment from either the Park and 
Recreation Commission, or the Environmental Energy Conservation Commission, 
undermines public engagement and causes some County residents to believe that the 
County is not committed to true openness and full public participation on civic issues 
that affect them. 
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• CCCRC sent a letter of support to the board regarding a name change for Rte. 1. June 

12th is the next meeting. 
 

• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 
• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 

• Duke Banks and Colt Gregory were assigned as Advisory Group Members.  Initial 
project area walkthrough occurred May 22 and visited 5 key issue areas in the 
Branch.  The Branch shows significant erosion from various rapid drainage 
pathways into the Branch. There is severe scouring from rapid and forceful 
stormwater runoff instream undercutting trees and exposing sanitary sewer pipes. 
Proposed concept calls for a Natural Channel Design to better connect with flood 
plain where feasible, create stream meanders, step downs and catch pools to slow 
water. Plan includes development of replanting plan. 

- The Citizens association participants requested a change in the initial public 
meeting date from July 17 to a TBD alternative date. 

- Group members had safety concerns about the use of large equipment during 
the project. 

- Some group members were generally concerned about tree loss due to site 
access and stream restoration. 

- There was discussion about creating historical signage associated with the 
Nature Center.   

- Project design costs are funded. Construction costs will appear in future CIP 
plans.  

 
• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 

• Spraying for invasive Lesser Celandine conducted in April 
• Community feedback on playground and restrooms completed April 30 
• General schedule:  

- Start Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2018 (Complete) 
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- End Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2019 (Projected) 
- Start Date (Construction) 1st Quarter, 2020 (Projected) 
- End Date (Construction) TBD 

 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The commission is moving forward on planning for a county facilities plan that 
would be part of the county's General Plan.  Preliminary Scoping and Visioning 
meetings will be taking place this Summer.   One of the themes that came out of the 
May 22 meeting from members was the importance of treating public space as an 
integral element of any long-term consideration for county needs and uses of 
identified sites.  The community's support of the importance of public open space has 
been highlighted during every substantive discussion that JFAC has been involved in, 
including the Buck (Quincy) Property, Carlin Springs, and 26th St./Old Dominion.  It 
will be crucial to have public space that is not used for buildings, parking lots, 
storage facilities etc., be included as a valid facility use for any planning purposes.  
Also raised at the meeting was the need to consider ways to support the creation of 
more land for various uses through techniques such as the building over highways.   
 

• Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 

• NRJAG members heard a presentation by Willian Pegues, Certified Construction 
Specifier, on green roofs and the compatibility of these with solar collectors. He 
particularly focused on the increased energy capacity of solar collectors when paired 
with green roofs, as the plantings help to mitigate temperature extremes (as well as 
address storm water run-off). We also heard from Claudia Thompson-Deahl, Reston 
staff liaison, and Doug Britt with Reston Environmental Advisory Council about 
Reston's participation in the Biophilic Cities project. Members agreed that it was 
time for Arlington to step forward and take steps to more fully engage in the process. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
• The NC budget was cut in half, so the guidance on what an NC budget should contain 

is changing.  Many of the new projects are sidewalk improvements.  The new Lyon 
Park NC plan was presented at the last NCAC meeting (the original NC plan was 
adopted 46 years ago). 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Working Group (Shruti Kuppa)  
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 

• Nothing that affects parks/open space at this point.  The next associated Plan Lee 
Highway meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 8th.   
 

• A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) (Caroline Haynes) 
• The County Board unanimously adopted the update to the Public Spaces Master Plan 

on Thursday, 4/25. One of the priority recommendations is the update of the 
integrated urban forest and natural resources management plan. Staff is working on 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the consultant to help lead that process. It is 
expected that the process will begin later this year. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• The multi-use court idea was supported by PC and PFRC, but the County Board did 

not support adding a court to the adopted project. 
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• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 400 11th Street South – Verizon Site (Bill Ross) 
- This is a new project in Crystal City involving a new, large residential project.  

Its next to the Pen Place project, slated for one of Amazon's HQ2 set of 
buildings.  Next to the proposed building is a small, county-owned open space, 
facing Eads St., which combined with another county-owned open space just 
north of it can provide some additional green space for the neighborhood.  At 
this point it would appear that the best approach for the neighborhood and for 
the community moving forward would be for the applicant to do the 
improvements to this open space, following a public process.   
 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
- This is another large project involving an enlarged, relocated supermarket and 

a massive residential development.  Bill provided several comments to the 
SPRC on public space issues.  They involve the size and location of the public 
space proposed, the conflicts of the public space with the private space, design 
aspects of the public space, circulation issues for neighbors, facilities for dogs 
and bikes, and biophilic design.    
 

• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Syed Waqar 
Shah/Bill Ross) 

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses I (Caroline Haynes/Shruti Kuppa) 
- The proposed project replaces and significantly expands on the site plan 

adopted in 2017 which would have added two new residential buildings, and 
the linear park at S. 20th and Eads St. (with a public access easement). This 
plan includes the full buildout of the site, adding six new residential buildings, 
the linear park and the small triangular park at the corner of Fern and S. 22nd 
Street (also with a public access easement). Per the Crystal City Sector plan, 
two additional buildings were added at the last minute along Fern Street, 
between S. 20th and S. 18th Streets, and the plan for those has yet to be fully 
fleshed out.  There was significant discussion about the loss of many mature 
trees on the property. Likewise, the sector plan calls for a tree lined pedestrian 
walkway through the site, which was not included in the site plan. 
 

- There was also discussion that the current owner, Roseland, is likely to sell the 
property as soon as the site plan is approved. Since it is likely that another 
company will be developing the site, it will be important to make sure that all 
the conditions are clearly stated. 
 

- Open Space will be one of the topics at the next SPRC meeting on June 24 
(which I will not be able to attend). 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
• Rosslyn Holiday Inn (Bill Ross) 

- This is a huge project involving a new hotel and conference center and luxury 
apartments. The key issue for PRC is the extent to which the applicant is going 
to support various community amenities such as open space, including the 
envisioned improvements to Gateway Park.  The Rosslyn Sector Plan, enacted 
in 2015 calls for the bulk of public space and other improvements in this area 
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to be funded through the private development process.  Rosslyn neighbors are 
also concerned about the loss of current open space in what is known as 
"Parcel Q."   Given other upcoming projects that are anticipated for this part of 
Rosslyn, including the Key Bridge Marriott, the SPRC has asked for a review of 
the staff's current plans for Gateway Park, including how they fit into the CIP 
process. 

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

• The Sports Commission cancelled their 5/23 meeting; the meeting has been 
rescheduled to Thursday, 6/6. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• UFC (April): DPR urban forest staffer Adam Lipera provided a presentation on the 

park design process with emphasis on coordination between park design staff and 
the natural resources and urban forest staff. Commissioners discussed past problems 
and how to maximize all interests with collaboration and ingenuity. The meeting 
also included informal summary comments by Kit Norland and David Howell on the 
26th/OD park planning process.  

• UFC (May): Virginia DOT regional landscape architect Tom Tasselli discussed how 
DOT addresses tree and natural resource issues in highway planning and 
development projects. He said that Arlington County staff and commission concerns 
do carry weight with DOT. Nora Palmatier provided an update on Tree Canopy Fund 
program. She raised two options for future consideration to enhance the program, 
including an inspection/maintenance assistance program, and a supplemental 
public education component. Staffer Vincent Verweij presented a brief overview of 
the new Accessory Dwelling program with respect to tree impact and tree 
replacement (none required unless new ADU is more than 2,500 sq. ft.). Verweij also 
provided an update on the APS temporary classroom guidelines. 

 
 
Other Business 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o Amazon/National Landing 

 This letter provides many of the items that the PRC encourages the County 
Board to consider for future open spaces within this area.  Other themes 
that should be captured include (but are not limited to):  

1. Encouraging public/private partnerships when planning for public 
amenities; 

2. Providing at least (2) multi-recreational centers in the County; 
3. Planning creatively on how new amenities may be located, without 

conflicting with other County goals.  An example of this may 
include siting athletic courts on top of buildings and being more 
creative on where they are designed/implemented.  

 Another suggestion included considering a recreational facility to be 
located on the ground floor of one of these new site plan buildings (instead 
of typical retail uses, but it may be considered a “retail equivalent” use).  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
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Next Meeting: June 25, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
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