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Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Nora Palmatier 

John Carey 

Kit Norland 

Caroline Haynes 

Stephen Sockwell 

David Howell 

Sherry Frear 

Evelio Rubiella 

Joshua Handler 

 

County and State Staff 

Adam Lipera, DPR 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

Guests 

Bill Ross – Parks and Recreation Commission 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

Commissioner Palmatier stood in for Chair Klingelhofer, in his absence. 

Public Comment 

None 

Park Development Process and Collaboration – Adam Lipera 

Adam Lipera presented on the overall park design process, collaboration between PDD and 

PNR, past conflicts and how they were resolved and how they are handled now, how the 

relationship between units stands now, how much collaboration is occurring between staff. 

The Commission discussed the need for a consultant/design-engineer contractor for certain sized 

projects or can it all be done in-house; what challenges have PNR faced recently; and if 

relationships remain strong between the two DPR units.  

 

26th and Old Dominion (Salt Dome Site) – Kit Norland and David Howell 

Commissioner Norland spoke about the final report that was sent to the County Board and 

briefed the UFC on the task force process, the needs of the site, and the elements of the charge 

for the site. The outcome was that more information was needed to make a determination of the 

site. Commissioner Norland also talked about the positive, open process and the responsiveness 

and leadership of the task force chair and staff. She added that the data provided by County staff 

did not support the need for an expanded site and expressed concern about the lack of 

information on the potential impact to trees and stormwater runoff on the site. The report also 

speaks to the county’s reliance on salt and the practice of using leaf mulch. 



Commissioner Howell spoke about how the site should be consolidated to make the site more 

efficient but understood the parking needs and flow of the site. He stated that the decision and 

overall outcome will be slow moving. Both Commissioners Norland and Howell spoke about the 

prominence of the Department of Environmental Services in the discussion, over other staff. He 

recommended commissioners review individual comments in appendix 6 of the 

recommendation, in addition to the main report. 

Jim McGlone suggested a solution to leaf storage would be for residents to mulch leaves on their 

property and not rake them. 

Commission Infrastructure/Vice Chair Position – Nora Palmatier 

Commissioner Palmatier spoke on the need of a Vice Chair position. Evelio Rubiella 

volunteered. 

Commissioner Haynes stated that the charter should be referenced and the UFC should check 

with the Board liaison, Matt de Ferranti, before a decision is made.  

March Minutes and Commission Infrastructure (Work plan, Annual report, Memberships) 

– Nora Palmatier 

Commissioner Handler expressed a desire to add more statistics and information on the 

Accessory Dwelling Units into the minutes. 

Commissioners Haynes and Palmatier explained the purpose and scope of what goes into the 

Minutes. 

Various UFC members also weighed in and generally agreed with what Commisioners Haynes 

and Palmatier stated. 

Commissioner Palmatier elected to let the Chair decide the outcome at the next meeting. 

March minutes were not approved.  

Staff reports: 

Operations 

• Staff is reviewing and responding to resident and internal County correspondences 

pertaining to County trees. The Spring season has seen an influx of requests.  

• Adam Lipera met with several local historic district residents regarding tree preservation 

and removal. No tree removals of trees greater than 15 inches diameter in historic districts 

were approved this month. 

Parks 

• Glencarlyn Shelter – Project is complete. Trees have been planted. 

• Powhatan Springs Skate Park – Project is complete. Trees have been planted.  

• Fairlington – Project is complete. Trees have been planted. 

• Dawson Terrace – The park is nearing completion. All trees have been planted and a final 

walkthrough will be scheduled in the upcoming month. 



• Gunston Diamond Field – Several limbs of a willow oak will be pruned to make room 

for the ball field netting on the 28th St S side of the field. 

• Edison – The core team had a walkthrough on-site with the engineer and designer. 

Conceptual plans will be drafted for review.  

• Fort Barnard Dog Park – A new retaining wall will be installed on the Walter Reed side 

of the park. Tree impact will be minimal.  

• Stratford – 17 newly planted trees died last Fall/Winter and were replaced by the 

contractor on 4/23.  

• Jennie Dean – PNR and PDD staff met to review 10% Design Concept.  

• Mosaic – The LDA and building permit has been received, and the contractor will be 

mobilizing to start construction within the week. 

• CSX 12th St S Access Point – CSX is continuing construction at the 12th Street S access 

point area between the track and the esplanade wall (Long Bridge Park) that has been 

cleared. Their work should end in May. 

• McCoy – Plantings have been scheduled for installation the week of 4/22.  

DES & NC Projects 

• S Clark St bridge de-construction – The bridge has been de-constructed and the site has 

been stabilized. Tree locations were flagged with the contractor and planting will occur 

within the next month. 

• Lacey Woods – Street tree locations are marked and 14 trees have been ordered. Trees will 

be installed within the next month.  

• 7th St S Trail Connector – This project is complete and the trail is open for use. Trees will 

be installed within the next month.  

4.1 Site Plans and Large By-right Plans 

• 6711 Lee Highway – Laura Hassell met with engineers and other county reviewers to 

discuss 3rd submission review comments. Urban Forestry worked with designers to re-

design the wall to allow for more root preservation. A project arborist will be retained by 

owner to oversee root pruning, tree protection, and wall construction for both county 

owned trees in Stewart Park. 

• 4238 Columbia Pike – Reviewed 3rd submission Civil Engineering Plan and submitted 

comments. Urban Forestry is working with the developer and designers to minimize 

impact to the neighboring trees at the apartment complexes to the east. Several offsite 

trees will need to be removed due to their proximity to the property line and impact from 

a proposed retaining wall. 

• 5335 Lee Hwy (Lee Harrison Shopping Center) – By right site plan was approved. 

Several parking island trees will be removed but the new design will increase the tree 

canopy overall. 

• The Gables (Three Oaks Park) – The street trees along 14th Street were inspected by 

Urban Forestry and installed. The 3rd party project arborist recommends that the area 

surrounding the walkway construction in Three Oaks park be de-compacted once 

construction is finished. 



• Key Bridge Marriott – Review is ongoing. Walked the site with other county reviewers 

and designers. Urban Forestry would like to work with NPS to address the invasive 

species growing onto the property from NPS land. 

• 600 N Glebe/Harris Teeter – Developers submitted a revised final site plan that 

removed a proposed vehicle entrance from N Thomas St that would have significantly 

impacted two large willow oaks (1 onsite, 1 offsite.) The revision now proposes 

pedestrian access only into a small public park. This gives the willow oaks a much better 

chance of survival and will be a welcome canopy for the park. 

• Stafford Place I & II – Landscaping is finished and first partial occupancy granted. 

• Queens Court – Pre-construction meeting was held and construction will soon begin.  

• Ballston Oak – Street trees were inspected by Urban Forestry and installed. 

• 750 N Glebe & 3400 Potomac Ave – Held landscape pre-installation meetings for both 

of these sites to discuss requirements for tree pit installation and tree planting. 

 

By-right review: 

• Staff worked on 53 LDA projects, and 16 rights-of-way reviews. 

• 1222 26th Rd S – Aftab Hussain reviewed the plan and is working with the developer, 

who has removed many mature trees. Staff is working with the developer to provide 

additional trees to cover this loss.  

• Tuckahoe Elementary School – Pre-construction meeting was held for a drainage project. 

The builder retained a 3rd party project arborist to oversee tree protection and excavation 

to minimize impact to a notable mockernut hickory near the drainage work. 

• 1423 N Buchanan St – Pre-construction meeting was held for this single family home 

construction. It has a large elm on the corner that neighbors have expressed concern 

about losing. Urban Forestry able to work with builder to preserve and protect this tree, 

as the new construction will have minimal impact to this tree with proper preservation 

methods. 

• Staff is assisting with by-right LDA plan review, attending all pre-construction meetings, 

conducting follow-up inspections, and conducting Certificate of Occupancy inspections 

for single family projects. 

Planting 

• Davey Tree began planting the NE and NW sections the week of April 15th and are 

sporadically planting trees in the parks.   

• Andrew Knapik is continuing to search for places to plant street and park trees. He 

currently has around 500 trees scheduled to be planted in the Fall. 

Outreach 

• Adam Lipera represented Urban Forestry at Earth Day at Bozman Government Center 

on the morning of Monday 4/22. The event was well attended by various County staff, 

County Board member Matt de Ferranti, and County Manager Mark Schwartz. 

• Adam Lipera taught a Tree Stewards class on the evening of Tuesday 4/23. Topics 

covered were tree pest management and Q & A with a County Forester. Attendance was 

100% with an engaging dialog throughout the presentation.   



• Adam Lipera and Tree Steward John Wingard presented the 2019 Notable Trees to the 

County Board at the recessed meeting on Thursday 4/25. DPR staff was in attendance, as 

well as several Notable Tree award winners.  

• Staff met with the Tree Stewards at our quarterly meeting and identified projects for 

volunteers to assist with, as well as discussed current affairs.  

• Arbor Day will be held at Campbell Elementary School on Friday 5/3. The Elementary 

School will be receiving two trees, an American Linden in the front and a Serviceberry in 

the back near their butterfly garden. 

• Urban Forestry held a second developer/designer presentation on permitting to explain 

improvements to the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance Guidance Manual and 

answer questions. 

Other 

• Adam Lipera is on the 26th & Old Dominion (Salt Dome) staff working group, which helps 

support the County Board appointed Task Force. This working group just wrapped up, as 

the 26th & Old Dominion Master Planning Task Force completed work and approved a 

report that was forwarded to the County Board. 

• Forestry staff set up banding on host trees for Spotted Lanternfly, an invasive pest 

recently introduced to our region. Five park locations were selected for banding and 

monitoring nine trees. 

• Aftab Hussain prepares the Tree Protection Management/IPM summary report for Urban 

Forestry staff on a weekly basis.    

Commissioner reports: 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (Caroline Haynes) 

Stella Tarnay, with Capital Nature and Biophilic DC, discussed lessons learned from DC and 

other cities in moving forward on biophilic communities, as well as opportunities for Arlington, 

especially in light of the redevelopment in National Landing. 

Park and Recreation Commission (David Howell) 

The April Park and Recreation Commission meeting included three primary agenda items. Scott 

McPartlin, DPR, presented an overview of Mosaic Park, for which planning began over a decade 

ago, and which is now about to begin construction. The park is along Quincy, between Glebe and 

Wilson, and recently housed the superstructure for the Ballston Mall pedestrian overpass until its 

recent installation. The new park will have 144 new trees and many native shrubs and plantings, 

an interactive water feature, a recreational area and a casual use area. See the project webpage 

for a diagram. 

The PRC also received a presentation by Jim Feaster, chair, and Mitch Opalski, former chair, 

Commission on Aging, about the new Age-friendly Initiative. This national initiative, under 

auspices of AARP, features 8 categories of livability that participating cities can measure their 

progress against and become recognized as an age-friendly jurisdiction. The overall timeline is 

about five years. This presentation is on the PRC web page under the April 23rd meeting. 



The final presentation was a brief initial look at several options created by the Washington Real 

Estate Investment Trust for a new public-access, private-owned park at The Trove, 1850 

Columbia Pike. 

One role of PRC is to recommend park names to the board. This initial conversation is intended 

to raise awareness of the proposal with PRC, prior to meetings with neighbors and neighborhood 

organizations, as well as the Historic Affairs and Landmark Review Board, before returning to 

PRC to request a recommendation. PRC members provided some comments and guidance on the 

issue. 

Planning Activities Notification (Brian Keane) 

No report 

Housing Conservation Districts (Sherry Frear) 

No report 

Lee Highway (Caroline Haynes) 

Staff and consultants have pulled together the comments from the multi-year planning events as 

well as the January review and are conducting "open studio" or drop in events every other Friday 

for those interested in seeing how the planning is coming along.  No additional meetings have 

been scheduled yet. 

Tree Stewards (Kate Donohue) 

No report 

Tree Canopy Fund (Nora Palmatier) 

The application for fall 2019 tree plantings is now open with a June 24 deadline. Members of 

UFC will be needed to review and select recipients shortly thereafter.  There will be a report on 

TCF and some minor proposed changes for members to discuss.  

Arlington Tree Action Group (Kit Norland) 

No report 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable (Nora Palmatier) 

Topic is how to communicate importance of trees.  Susan Kalish will be presenting the PSA 

Trees are good for the wallet and Kate, Nora will present on working with professionals to 

design the Mature Trees are Valuable Trees.  Registration is closed as room only holds 70 

participants. 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (Phil Klingelhofer) 

No report 

Public Spaces Master Plan (Caroline Haynes) 



Final consideration by the County Board of the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) is scheduled 

for the evening of Thursday, April 25.  This is the culmination of four years of work by staff and 

the advisory committee, along with extensive public outreach. On April 8, the Planning 

Commission unanimously recommended that the Board adopt the final plan, with only one 

motion for the addition of one sentence on mitigation of field lighting. Dean Amel spoke in his 

role as UFC member to the advisory committee. The County Board agenda for tomorrow 

evening is quite full (four items pulled from the consent agenda and ordinance changes on 

Accessory Dwelling Units to be considered before PSMP).  

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (Colleen Orr)  

No report 

Virginia Department of Forestry (Jim McGlone) 

Jim McGlone announced that money still available in the Emerald Ash Borer treatment fund; 

announced the upcoming Urban Forestry Roundtable; and spoke about spotted lanternfly 

banding and monitoring. 

Arlington Public Schools (Jim Meikle) 

No report 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (Kirsten Ann Conrad) 

No report 

New Business – UFC Members 

Commissioner Norland spoke on VDOT expanding I-66. She spoke with VDOT Landscape 

Architect (Tom Tasselli) and stated he is willing to meet with UFC.  

Commissioner Palmatier suggests speaking about green roofs and the use of trees on green roofs.  

Commissioner Frear wants to shift her focus and will be joining HALRB as a Commissioner and 

consequently will be leaving UFC. 

Next Meeting 

May 23, 2019, Ellen Bozman Government Center – Room 311 

 


