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Courthouse Plaza One   2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700   Arlington, VA 22201 

TEL 703.228.3830  FAX 703.228.3834  www.arlingtonva.us 

 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

Lobby Rooms Cherry and Dogwood 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Omari Davis 

Sherry Frear 

Sarah Garner, Vice Chairman 

Gerry Laporte  

Sara Steinberger  

Andrew Wenchel 

Richard Woodruff, Chairman 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Robert Dudka 

Jennie Gwin 

Carmela Hamm 

Joan Lawrence  

Mark Turnbull 

 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator 

Angelina Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist  

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Ms. Jones called the roll and determined 

there was a quorum. The Chairman introduced Sherry Frear as a new member of the HALRB. 

The Chairman asked for members of the public to complete speaker slips if they wished to 

comment on any discussion items on the agenda. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 17, 2019, MEETING MINUTES  

 

The Chairman called for any changes to the April 17, 2019, draft meeting minutes. There were 

no comments. The Vice Chairman moved to approve the draft minutes and Mr. Craig seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously 7-0 (Mr. Laporte had not yet arrived).  
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PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Chairman asked if there were any public speakers wishing to comment on CoAs and there 

were none present. The Chairman announced there was one item on the consent agenda: 

  

  1) Thomas and Christina Gelson 

   2314 North Kenmore Street 

   CoA 18-03G (HP1900023) 

   Maywood Historic District 

Request to: 1) modify the front door and front path, approved under CoA 

18-03F and CoA 18-03E respectively; 2) change the material of the 

driveway from asphalt to concrete; and 3) review the specifications of the 

retaining wall provisionally approved under CoA 18-03F.   

 

The Chairman called for any questions or comments on the consent agenda. There were none. 

Ms. Steinberger moved to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Davis seconded, and the motion 

passed unanimously, 7-0 (Mr. Laporte had not yet arrived). 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (ACoA) 

 

The Chairman asked for any comments from the Board on the ACoAs; there were none. 

 

1) Arlington County – Arlington Public Art 

3550 Wilson Boulevard  

ACoA 19-09 (HP1900022) 

Maury/Clarendon School Historic District 

Temporary installation (less than one year) of a public art installation by 

the artist Patrick McDonough that will make no permanent changes or 

alterations to the grounds or historic building. 

 

2) John Kennedy and Mary Kerig 

3621 21st Avenue North 

ACoA 19-10 (HP1900024) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request to install approximately 134 linear feet of 4-foot tall wooden 

fence at the front and side of the property with two entry gates at the front 

portion on either side of the dwelling. 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

The Chairman announced there was one CoA on the discussion agenda. 

  

1)       Arlington County Department of Parks and Recreation 

      2411 24th Street North 

      CoA 19-08 (HP1900018)  

     Fort C.F. Smith Historic District 

Request to remove and replace four existing metal signs at Fort C.F. Smith 

Park with updated aluminum signs. 

 

Discussion Agenda Item #1: 2411 24th Street North  

 

David Farner, Juan Du, and Bernadette Grullon, staff from the Department of Parks and 

Recreation (DPR), attended on behalf of Arlington County. The Chairman invited the Historic 

Preservation Program (HPP) staff to give background and a recommendation. Ms. Jones 

explained that the proposal was for the replacement of four existing metal signs at Fort C.F. 

Smith Park with updated aluminum signs. At its April 17th hearing, the HALRB passed a motion 

to defer review of this item until May. The HALRB requested that DPR address the following 

topics: 1) the change in the color scheme; 2) public input behind the current design; 3) the larger 

plan to brand Arlington County parks; and 4) whether this color scheme will be used at other 

park locations. Ms. Jones concluded by stating that staff recommended approval of the 

application as the design is consistent with other DPR signage, including Dawson Terrace 

(approved by the HALRB in March 2018 as CoA 16-28), in layout if not color and that the 

HALRB does not typically review color.   

 

The Chairman invited DPR staff to respond to the questions. Ms. Grullon said DPR has been 

using this sign shape for more than ten years and that DPR will continue to use this style for 

consistency across parks. She explained that the color schemes vary across parks depending on 

the site. Given that this is a historic site, DPR chose to use a historically-inspired font and the 

blue color is similar to the color of uniforms worn by Union soldiers during the Civil War. She 

concluded by observing that the existing signs are unnecessarily large and that the new design 

shrinks the size of the signs while increasing legibility.  

 

Ms. Steinberger asked if the new design would minimize the proliferation of signage at the site 

related to the visitor center and rental spaces. Mr. Farner confirmed that it would.  

 

The Vice Chairman and Ms. Steinberger expressed that they appreciated the design and color of 

the new signs as it is cleaner than the existing signage.  

 

The Vice Chairman moved that the HALRB approve the sign package. Ms. Steinberger seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously 7-0 (Mr. Laporte had not yet arrived). 
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Discussion Agenda Item: Clarendon War Memorial Interpretive Project: Review of draft 

historic markers for the Vietnam War 

 

Ms. Jones said that this set of panels commemorates the Vietnam War. She reminded the 

commission that the name of each conflict will be engraved on the frames for the panels, and 

pointed out that the narrative structure of each set of markers is the same. Ms. Jones explained 

that the “Arlington During the War” section is meant to convey how the citizens of Arlington 

were impacted by and involved in the war effort, and the markers reflect that the level of civilian 

involvement with each respective conflict changed over the 20th century. She concluded by 

stating that staff have attempted to contact veterans’ families (from the Korean War, Vietnam 

War, and the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq) of those servicemen represented on the memorial 

plaques through two different veterans groups. Ms. Bolliger added that staff relied on the names 

of service members listed on the memorial to identify potential stories to highlight and that staff 

was aware that no formal declaration of war was made for the conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, 

Afghanistan, and Iraq.  

 

Ms. Jones explained that staff intended to bring final versions of the panels for World War I, 

World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War to the HALRB for final review in June and 

would bring an initial draft of the panels commemorating the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq that 

same month. Final review for the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq panels was anticipated in July. 

Ms. Bolliger discussed some of the ongoing work to coordinate the fabrication and installation of 

the overall project. 

 

Ms. Jones said she sent written public comments from Bernard Berne, Brinton Rowdybush, and 

Allison Finkelstein to the HALRB in advance of the meeting. There were two public speakers 

present. The Chairman invited the first public speaker, Allison Finkelstein, to provide her 

remarks. Ms. Finkelstein expressed her opinion that this panel was very strong. She encouraged 

the elimination of the use of passive voice to the extent possible. She also recommended that the 

overall quantity of text be reduced. She then stated that it would be advisable to have veterans of 

the Korean War, Vietnam War, and Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq review the panels for their 

respective wars of service. Ms. Finkelstein suggested the HALRB and staff review the protest 

related language in the Vietnam panels to make sure that it was politically neutral. 

 

The Chairman next invited the second public speaker, Mr. Bernard Berne. Mr. Berne stated that 

conscription continued from the time of the Korean War through to the conflict in Vietnam and 

that the panel text should be revised as such. He expressed his opinion that the Arlington specific 

section of the panel did not relate directly to the war and that more of this section should be 

devoted to interpreting Little Saigon in the Clarendon area. He concluded by stating that the 

panels should interpret the history of the memorial itself.  

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres responded that a marker describing the history of the Clarendon War 

Memorial was approved by the HALRB in 2018 and installed in November of 2018 as part of the 

Veterans’ Day observances. She then explained that staff had updated the Vietnam panels since 

they were first sent out to include some information about Little Saigon, but that staff 

intentionally did not include extensive information on this as there are future plans for an 

interpretive project dedicated solely to Little Saigon.  
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Ms. Finkelstein encouraged staff to keep the panels focused on the main point and not include 

too much more detail about conscription or other secondary matters. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres asked for reactions to Mr. Rowdybush’s comments. Ms. Steinberger asked 

how reference should be made to the recently renamed Washington-Liberty High School in the 

panels. Staff responded that they would make sure they are being consistent when referring to 

renamed historic sites in the panels.  

 

The Vice Chairman asked when the Little Saigon interpretive project would be installed and 

where. Ms. Liccese-Torres responded that the timeframe and project scope have not yet been 

determined and the project would be installed in Clarendon. 

 

Ms. Jones asked for the HALRB’s response to Mr. Rowdybush’s comment that the panels should 

not refer to the event as the “Vietnam War,” but instead refer to it as a conflict. The Chairman 

expressed that colloquially, people referred to it as the Vietnam War. Ms. Frear disagreed, saying 

that since this will be in the public realm permanently then the information should be as accurate 

as possible. Ms. Steinberger stated that she thought it was important to value the service of the 

later conflicts as highly as the service of members in WWI and WWII by referring to the 

conflicts as wars. The Vice Chairman asked if it was possible to just use the name of the place of 

the conflict without referring to it as a war or conflict. Ms. Liccese-Torres suggested matching 

the titles to the way they were referred to on the Clarendon War Memorial itself to be consistent.  

 

Mr. Craig stated that he disagreed with one of the commenters and that ARPANET should be 

included on the Vietnam marker.  

 

The Chairman observed that the date of one of the aerials was most likely incorrect. Staff said 

they would double check and correct the date if necessary.  

 

Ms. Steinberger asked if the service member who was posthumously promoted to Captain should 

be referred to as “Captain” in the signal sentence.  

 

Ms. Steinberger recommended staff include a pro-war image as part of the images on the top 

right of the panels to show that there was not a definitive opinion about the Vietnam conflict. 

 

Ms. Steinberger also observed that it is important for staff to track their efforts to reach out to 

veterans and their families. 

 

The Chairman and Ms. Steinberger both asked for an image of a soldier in uniform be included 

on the panels. 

 

The Vice Chairman asked for Little Saigon to be included as a sentence in the body of the text. 

 

[Mr. Laporte arrived at 8:21 PM.] 
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Reports of the Chairman and Staff:  

 

Chairman’s Report:  

 

The Chairman announced that he had received a communication from County leadership 

regarding the milk shed at Reevesland stating that the building had been fenced off and 

stabilized. However, the Chairman disagrees that the building is definitely not in danger of 

collapse and he proposed that the HALRB make a request to have the outbuilding examined by a 

structural engineer. Mr. Wenchel offered to attend with the Chairman if that assessment were to 

occur.  

 

The Chairman then related that he and the Vice Chairman had attended a meeting on April 30th 

with County Board member Matt de Ferranti and representatives from other commissions for 

which Mr. de Ferranti is the liaison. The Board Member indicated that he intended to schedule 

meetings with the Chairs and Vice Chairs of commissions for which he is responsible as a way to 

discuss topics of interests and address questions or concerns.    

 

Staff and Other Reports:  

 

Ms. Bolliger described the wood window workshop held the previous week at the Cherrydale 

Volunteer Fire House led by national expert, Bob Yapp. She announced that the HPP plans to 

hold another window workshop in 2020 and a mortar workshop later in 2019. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres stated that the HPP staff was currently preparing hard copies of architectural 

resource survey files to be scanned with the long-term goal to make them digitally accessible and 

searchable on-line. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres then announced that the new HPP Principal Planner would be starting at the 

end of May. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres concluded by telling the HALRB that the HPP was asked by the Site Plan 

Review Committee (SPRC) considering the 11th and Kirkwood site plan to research various 

questions pertaining to the history, current condition, and maintenance of the Ball Family Burial 

Grounds in advance of the June Planning Commission and County Board hearings.  

 

The Chairman added that he wanted to discuss how the three projects considered in the GLUP+ 

study around the Ball Family Burial Grounds could potentially impact the Local Historic District 

(LHD). He expressed concern about the intention to build roads north and east of the burial 

ground and whether this would inhibit pedestrian access to the site in the future. He also 

observed that he doubted the current treatment of the burial ground would meet the stated 

Guiding Principles of the GLUP+ study. He concluded by proposing the HALRB send a letter to 

the County Board and copying the Planning and Transportation Commissions.  

 

Mr. Craig expressed his concern that the road north of the burial ground would become a noisy 

service road, which would be incompatible with the character of the LHD. Ms. Steinberger 

explained that having the area around the burial ground developed as useable open space was a 
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primary topic of discussion at the SPRC meeting and that she was supportive of exploring how 

the Ball Family Burial Grounds could be better used as open space as part of these 

developments. Mr. Laporte contributed his support for writing the letter, stating that he was in 

favor of pursuing the appointment of a trustee for the property and establishing a perpetual care 

fund as a community benefit generated by the site plan process. Mr. Craig added that he thought 

the County did not need to take ownership of the property for it to be maintained. Ms. 

Steinberger stated that exploring options for the future stewardship of the property will 

potentially benefit all parties, including the developer.  

 

The Chairman moved that the HALRB write a letter to the County Board and various 

commissions expressing the HALRB’s concerns about the possible construction of a road as part 

of the set of [redevelopment] projects at Washington Boulevard and Kirkwood Road that could 

impinge upon the Ball Family Burial Grounds and diminish access to it and potential future 

public use of it. Mr. Laporte seconded the motion. Ms. Steinberger recused herself from the vote 

since she also serves on the Planning Commission. The motion passed 7-0-1, with Ms. 

Steinberger abstaining.  

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres announced that the community kick-off for the new Housing Arlington 

initiative would be held on May 29th and that she had sent the commissioners an email with 

details.  

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres concluded by reminding the HALRB that there would be a fundraiser held at 

Broadview on June 1st for the Lee Highway Alliance and gratis tickets were available for 

HALRB members. 

 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9:02 PM. 


