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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

June 5, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chairman 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
 
RE: Public Spaces in National Landing  
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has discussed possible implications and opportunities 
concerning the arrival of Amazon to our community and appreciates having this opportunity to 
share those views with you.  
 
From the discussions and plans we have seen, we remain optimistic and excited about 
Arlington’s opportunity to fulfill many of its plans for public spaces in the southern part of the 
county. We join with the Crystal City Civic Association and offer an initial welcome to the 
proposal.   
 
The recently adopted Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) provides critical guidance for a wide 
range of steps to enhance and expand opportunities for enjoyment of public spaces, both publicly 
and privately owned. We look forward to working with the Planning and other commissions, 
CPHD, DES and DPR staff, the Crystal City Business Improvement District, Amazon, JBG 
Smith, and other participants in working to secure or expand the public spaces envisioned in the 
Crystal City Sector Plan and cited as Priority Action 2 (1.1.3) in the PSMP. The PSMP (1.1.4) 
calls for the privately owned public spaces that are created or enhanced to be guided by 
enumerated Level of Service standards and the Privately Owned Public Space Design 
Guidelines. The commission is particularly interested in expanding the design guidelines to 
include biophilic principles. (Appendix III).    
 
With respect to Crystal City, the sector plan calls for the creation “of a high quality public realm 
that strengthens the sense of place and the incorporation of sustainable and green building 
principles into all urban and architectural designs.” The plan lays out the completion of the 
corner park at Crystal Drive and 18th St, the development of the public space along 15th Street, 
and the fulfillment of the Central Place plan--among 26 identified open space goals. In Pentagon 
City, the county’s plans call for completion of the Pen Place open space and the completion of 
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the open space at the Metropolitan 6 site. And ultimately, there is the commitment to create a 
public space at the Costco, parking lot site. We look forward to Amazon’s and other private 
sector partners in contributing to the fulfillment of these public spaces.   
 
With our urban growth we have come to appreciate the importance of our streetscapes and street 
medians in providing meaningful, natural, spaces that provide casual respite. Sidewalks, 
bordering plazas, and street medians can become useful mini or “string” parks. Any 
improvements should incorporate the transportation and public space priorities, simultaneously.  
We look forward to additional planning for redesign of the Route 1 corridor, with possible 
consideration for an open, natural space across the roadway that could connect the Crystal City 
and Pentagon City communities. The demolition of the South Clark Street Bridge is a welcome 
move in this direction.   
 
At public sessions we have heard Amazon’s public commitment to be a good community 
member in helping the county promote public, green spaces, and a sustainable environment for 
its residents, employees and visitors. We trust that Amazon’s experiences and efforts to promote 
a sustainable outdoor realm within the city of Seattle will contribute to a good partnership for 
Arlington’s efforts. We note in particular the nationwide efforts to incorporate biophilic design 
principles into the private and public developments that define our urban landscape, and strongly 
support Arlington moving forward to join the Biophilic Cities movement (PSMP 3.3.1). The 
impending redevelopment provides an ideal opportunity to put these principles into practice. 
 
With respect to public parks and open spaces, the provision of casual and recreational 
opportunities in the National Landing area will be crucial to the success of this area as a modern 
urban community. The completion of the Long Bridge Aquatics/Fitness facility will provide 
valuable amenities to the Amazon-led, growing local residential, employee, and visitor 
community. We anticipate the need for the recreational benefits provided by, among other 
amenities, the additional rectangular field planned for Long Bridge Park.  
 
Future improvements to Virginia Highlands Park that will promote the casual use experience of 
the rapidly growing Pentagon City population will be needed as well. However, we must note 
that the most serious opposition to the POPS process and draft PSMP originated with frustration 
with park amenities and uses in that park, and the increased density anticipated for the Crystal 
City corridor significantly ups the ante on the public space issue in that area. Every property and 
project should, we believe, be seen as an opportunity to create natural public spaces as a starting 
premise in the development process. Public-private partnerships for these various public space 
goals, including developer contributions during site plan processes will be crucial for these 
improvements.   
 
The PSMP emphasized the importance of additional public space solutions in our urban corridors 
and the objective of pursuing non-County funding sources to support capital improvements and 
programs. The Boeing contribution is very much in line with this type of arrangement. 
Anticipated private developments in Crystal and Pentagon Cities present unique opportunities for 
public-private partnerships to achieve some of the PSMP's priority actions such as multi-use 
indoor recreational centers and other creative solutions such as court facilities on rooftops.    
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In terms of promoting the vision of National Landing, with a continuous urban community 
connecting Arlington with Alexandria, we also see the need and opportunity for connecting our 
public spaces. The development of Short Bridge Park will provide a multi-use park space as a 
bookend to the Arlington portion of the Landing. But the Alexandria portion of this open space 
that includes the old bridge across Four Mile Run has yet to be planned or funded. With portions 
of the Amazon-related development now in play on the Alexandria side as well, we must be 
exceedingly careful to ensure land along this corridor contributes to the park needs of area 
residents, as well as to protect and preserve the sensitive natural environment and habitat 
corridor along Four Mile Run.  
 
Finally, we welcome the thinking that has taken place concerning transportation improvements 
and connections that will improve recreation opportunities in the public realm. These include the 
pedestrian bridge from Crystal City to Reagan National Airport (CC2DCA) the connection of the 
multi-purpose trail from Long Bridge Park to the Mount Vernon Trail, extension of the Long 
Bridge Esplanade, and the various streetscape improvements that will improve the pedestrian 
experience in Crystal City.  
 
We appreciate having the opportunity share our views. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
Cc:  Members, Arlington County Board 
 Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 
 Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Shirley Brothwell, Sports Commission 

Crystal City Civic Association 
 Aurora Highlands Civic Association 
 Crystal City Citizen’s Advisory Commission 
 Crystal City Business Improvement District 
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