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Introduction: 
The federal Fair Housing Act makes it unlawful to discriminate in any aspect related to the sale, 
rental or financing of dwellings because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, families 
with children and persons with handicaps. Virginia Fair Housing Law mirrors the federal law 
and contains the additional protected class of elderliness. Arlington County’s Human Rights 
Ordinance includes elderliness, marital status and sexual orientation as protected classes. 
 
An Analysis of Impediments (AI) is an assessment of Arlington’s laws, ordinances, statutes, and 
administrative policies as well as local conditions that affect the location, availability, and 
accessibility of housing.  The development of an AI is part of the Consolidated Planning process 
required for all entitlement communities such as Arlington that receive housing and community 
development funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  
 
The major components include: 
 
1) A robust community participation and comment process that allows for meaningful dialogue 
for key stakeholders; 
2) Assessment of past goals and actions;  
3) Analysis of data and issues that impact fair housing including: 

• Demographic data  
• Amount of racial segregation, including poverty concentrations by race or ethnicity 
• Disparities in access to opportunity 
• Disproportionate housing needs 
• Publicly Supported Housing Analysis 
• Disability and Access Analysis 
• Fair Housing Enforcement, Outreach Capacity, and Resources Analysis 

4) Establishment of measurable fair housing goals and priorities 
 
Why is this important? 
While HUD has suspended the 2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) rule and 
removed its Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) tool, Arlington plans to follow the outline and 
many of the requirements of the tool.  The AFH tool can equip Arlington to better analyze 
patterns, trends, and conditions to aide decision making.  The AFH will foster rich community 
participation, ensuring that the experiences and perspectives of community members inform the 
assessment process. It will promote a more effective relationship between federal investments 
and housing choice and access to opportunity needs, by incorporating the strategies developed 
during the AFH process into the Consolidated Plan. It will help Arlington develop solutions to 
fair housing choice and barriers to opportunity through an integrated planning approach and help 
plan housing that is affordable and located near transit that connects to job centers. 
 



 

Regional Collaboration 
The Washington Council of Governments (COG) is organizing an effort to conduct a regional 
Assessment of Fair Housing.  At its September 16 meeting, the Arlington County Board 
authorized and directed the County Manager to enter into a partnership with COG to conduct this 
regional AFH.  Each jurisdiction is required to compare its fair housing barriers and 
opportunities to the region where it is located.  This regional analysis must be incorporated into 
the local analysis; it is no longer sufficient to ignore the larger context which affects an 
individual jurisdiction’s ability to further its fair housing goals.  Working regionally may help 
program participants ensure that their goals are consistent, collaborative, and innovative, thereby 
making their goals more likely to be effective.  Collaborating regionally is encouraged, not 
required, by HUD.  However, given the need to integrate regional analysis into local plans, 
working together would mean one regional analysis could be completed rather than having many 
jurisdictions tackle the same task separately.  Any consultant costs would be shared across the 
region, saving both staff time and public resources.  
 
Timeframe 
In May 2018, Arlington County requested and was approved for a one-year extension for the due 
date of the next Consolidated Plan.  The Consolidated Plan and Analysis of Impediments will 
now be due to HUD in May 2021 to align with the other jurisdictions collaborating on the 
regional AFH.  Below is a draft schedule for completion of the AI: 

• Spring and Summer 2019 – Data analysis 
• Summer 2019 – Assessment of past goals and actions 
• Fall 2019 to Spring 2020 – Community participation 
• Summer and Fall 2020 – Draft AI and fair housing goals and priorities 
• Winter 2020 to Spring 2021 – Review draft with stakeholders 
• Ongoing 2019 to 2021 – Regional Assessment of Fair Housing 
• May 2021 – Submit to HUD 

 
Questions 

• What additional data should we analyze? 
• What impediments do you see as part of your work through the Tenant Landlord 

Commission? 


