
Arlington County Tenant Landlord Commission Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd – Azalea Room 

    Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2019 

Commissioners present:  Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Zachary Butler, Bishmah Ahmed, Kirit Mookerjee, 

Kristin Clegg, Matthew Whitfield. Commissioners absent: Christopher Bruno 

Chair, MacBeth called the meeting to order at 7:02  

Public Comment:1. Tenant #1 requested information on how to find alternative affordable housing/ 

temporary housing since CAF waitlists were long. She was assisted by staff. 2. John Layers resident of 30 

years in Westover spoke of difficulty having his housing grant reinstated. The issue was also related to 

needed repairs to his housing unit and the reluctance by the owner to make repairs that conform with 

Housing Voucher requirements. DHS staff clarified that his housing voucher was portable and that they 

would follow up with him. 3. Julie St. Jean spoke of insect problems at her rental property and her 

dissatisfaction with the results of extermination services provided by the owner. 

Approval of minutes: Chair, MacBeth, pointed to several corrections, which were noted. The minutes 

were approved. 

New items 

 Relocation Plan, 1523 Fairfax Drive   

Nicolas Cummings, Attorney with Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh, P.C. presented the Relocation Plan   

for the Ellis Arms Apartments. He clarified that an existing site plan which currently governs the property 

containing the Red Lion Hotel would be amended to incorporate the 14,590 square foot parcel 

containing the Ellis Arms apartments. The proposed redevelopment will include demolition and new 

construction and would result in permanent relocation of residents. Stan Carson, President of the 

RAFOM Civic Association commented on the loss of affordable housing, and especially since all 10 units 

were currently occupied by minority households. He commented on the residents’ need for translation 

services to ensure they understood their options. Commissioner Clegg inquired whether a professional 

relocation company was hired to provide services for the residents and encouraged this to be done, to 

ensure that their needs are properly met. There was discussion about the level of communications 

taking place with tenants, and concern that a tenant meeting had not taken place; instead one-on-one 

interviews had occurred. Nora Flores from Bu-Gata expressed concern that the tenants that Bu-gata had 

spoken with, had not been interviewed and that translation services were needed for the residents. 

Chair, Macbeth suggested that a tenant meeting be held, and that future communications consider the 

need for translation. Information about this, should be brought back to the Commission at the follow up 

meeting. 

Planning Division Presentation, Bob Duffy, FAICP, Planning Director 

Bob Duffy’s presentation described the Land Use Planning process, which encompassed the General 

Land Use Plan, Zoning and Site Plan process. This provided information to the Commission on how the 

Relocation Plan review function related to this process and how affordable housing decisions are made 

within this framework. There were several questions including the concern for addressing land use 



decisions which have influenced population distribution and inequality in many areas, including 

Arlington.  Mr. Duffy responded that these concerns will be addressed when the Zoning Ordinance is 

amended; staff will look at new zoning tools, changes to density and many ongoing and soon to be 

discussed policies such as Accessory dwelling and Housing Conservation district policies. He encouraged 

the Commission to engage the community and be involved in upcoming events such as the Housing 

Arlington Initiative and the Housing Conservation District Land Use tool, to be presented in the near 

future. 

Arlington’s Action Plan for Ending Homelessness Report, Kim Painter, Co-Chair of Continuum of Care  

Kim Painter, Co-chair, Katy Siebert, ASPAN Co- chair of Outreach Education Committee, Lucy Yohn and 

Nicole Harmon were introduced. Kim Painter presented the 2018 Annual report. The report includes 

findings, and details progress in addressing the problems of homelessness in the County. It was pointed 

out that, there are no homeless families on the streets in Arlington, due to the successful rapid 

rehousing programs. The Continuum of Care now focuses on a 3 -year action plan. There were questions 

about housing for certain populations such as those with criminal history and other high housing 

barriers and how they are served. Kathy Siebert commented that these populations can be 

accommodated in the county shelter; the challenge is in finding permanent housing, since individual 

apartment properties have their own policies and screening criteria. The Arlington Landlord Partnership 

program was discussed as an option to be refined to possibly address these concerns. The report is 

being shared to inform the community.  

Previous Business: 

Guidelines for Public Comment – a revised final version of the one-page document was reviewed and 

voted upon. It will be posted on the website. 

Subcommittee reports  

Eviction Reduction subcommittee – Chair, Macbeth advised that the District Court proposal was 

distributed for comment and requested that feedback be sent to the subcommittee. He indicated that 

there will be an Eviction Reduction webpage which will contain information including resources, 

examples from other communities, and other information. The Housing Discrimination subcommittee 

will hold the first meeting on Monday May 13, at Courthouse Plaza, Birch Room. 

Chair Report – Chair, Macbeth, reported on his meeting with Alexandria’s Tenant Landlord Relations 

Board, which expressed interest in working with Arlington on common concerns. 

Staff Report – Rolda Nedd, informed the Commission of the next Housing Matters Forum taking place  

on June 20, 7-8:30 pm at Sequoia Plaza -  the topic is Property Maintenance.  Another event, Housing 

Arlington Initiative Kick-off event will take place at Wakefield High school on May 29th at 6-9 p.m. Six 

Housing Initiatives will be discussed, in an open house format. Housing Conservation District  

presentation will be coming to the Commission in July. 

Hector Mercado reminded Commissioners that comments on the Relocation Plan should be submitted 

by the end of next week, so that the applicant can make revisions in time for next month’s Commission 

meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 


