
WORLD WAR I



Tensions had been simmering in Europe for decades prior to the assassination of the 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of the Austro-Hungarian Empire by a Serbian nationalist in June 
1914. The ensuing Austro-Hungarian attack on Serbia escalated into a world-wide conflict 
now known as World War One (WWI). Although President Woodrow Wilson declared the 
U.S. to be a neutral country, America gave financial support to and continued commerce 
with France and Great Britain. This caused Germany to conduct unrestricted submarine 
warfare against American shipping, which in turn led Congress to declare war on Germany in 
April 1917.

At the outbreak of WWI, Arlington, still known as Alexandria County, was a quiet, largely 
rural area with a scattered population of about 12,000. In 1910, the County’s population was 
59.5% white, 25.9% African American, and 14.7% foreign born. Although legally separated 
from the City of Alexandria in 1870, Alexandria County did not change its name to Arlington 
until 1920. Arlington already played a significant role in national military history as the home 
of Fort Myer (known as Fort Whipple until 1881), Arlington National Cemetery, and “The 
Three Sisters” naval radio towers.

When President Wilson signed the Selective Service Act of 1917 to increase the size of the 
American military, 2,488 Arlingtonians responded to the call. They were 
among four million Americans who mobilized for the war effort. 
The military required conscription of all men regardless of race, 
but segregation permeated both civilian life and military ranks. 
Two divisions of African American draftees served in combat 
units, but most were relegated to labor units and menial work. 
Labor shortages created new opportunities for women and 
African Americans to engage in jobs that previously had excluded 
them, namely factory labor, transportation conducting and ticket 
collecting, postal work, and clerical positions.

To support the war effort, the government relied on the income tax (which had been 
instituted in 1913) and war bonds. There were four wartime loan drives for Liberty Bonds and 
one post-war effort named the Victory Liberty Loan. The citizens of Arlington enthusiastically 
embraced the cause by organizing parades, attending speeches about Arlington’s war efforts, 
and encouraging local businesses to purchase bonds. 

During the Third Liberty Loan drive, an airplane 
manufactured in Alexandria (City) dropped 
thousands of leaflets promoting the bonds. During 
that drive, Arlington residents purchased $71,600 in 
bonds; an impressive result given that the smallest 
bond denomination of $50 equated to roughly two 
weeks of salary for an average American worker. 
Arlingtonians also participated in government 
sponsored resource efficiency initiatives to conserve 
food and supplies during wartime. 

OUTBREAK OF THE GREAT WAR
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More than 116,000 American service members died as a result of WWI: approximately 
53,402 were killed in combat and about 63,306 died from causes such as training accidents 
and disease. The international flu epidemic of 1918 caused the deaths of at least 30,000 
servicemen and women. Five Arlingtonians (Harry Vermillion, Edward Smith, Oscar Housel, 
Archie Williams, and Frederick Schutt) are known to have died of disease while in wartime 
service. 

WWI permitted for the first time the entrance of women into 
the U.S. armed forces. The Navy enrolled more than 11,000 
women as “Yeomen (F)” and the Marine Corps enlisted 300 
“Marine Reservists (F)” who held rank and received identical 
pay as men. The Army hired (but did not enlist) thousands 
of women as nurses, operators, and clerks who received no 

military rank or benefits. More than 400 of more than 20,000 
women who served  at home and overseas as nurses died 

during the conflict.

John Lyon, the son of Frank and Georgia Lyon, was born in Ballston 
in 1893. He volunteered for duty in France in 1915 before the 
U.S. entered the war. Lyon later joined the U.S. Army and bravely 
sacrificed his life attempting to save a fellow soldier wounded under 
fire during the Meuse-Argonne offensive in September 1918. 

Arthur C. Morgan, born in Langley, Virginia, in 1887, lived in the 
historically black community of Hall’s Hill when he registered for the 
war. He had been a laborer at the Arlington Experimental Farm, a 
research facility for the U.S. Department of Agriculture, since 1910. 
Morgan died of disease in France on December 3, 1918, shortly after 
the end of the war. 

Carl Christensen of Maywood, died on February 23, 1919, of pneumonia in the Rhineland 
region of Germany. His sister Anna Hemerling lobbied tirelessly for nearly two decades to 
ensure that their parents received compensation for his death, which they finally did in 1938. 

The American Legion Memorial’s WWI plaque, installed in 1931, honors 13 Arlingtonians who 
died in the war. Two of the soldiers, however, are separated from the rest and differentiated 
by the word “colored” after their names. While Arthur Morgan and Ralph Rowe (possibly 
Ralph Lowe) sacrificed their lives in service to their country, the nation’s practice of 
discrimination and segregation at that time permitted and normalized this classification of 
names. 

Historic research undertaken during the commemoration of the centennial of WWI revealed 
the names of additional Arlingtonians who died in WWI military service. This discovery 
provides hope that through continued research, those fallen service members who have long 
been forgotten by history may be identified, their stories told, and their sacrifices honored. 

SOME LOCAL STORIES OF THOSE WHO SERVED

THE IMPACT OF SERVICE AND WAR
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WORLD WAR II



On September 1, 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union invaded Poland; two 
days later, Great Britain and France declared war on Germany.  War already had been 
underway in Asia between Imperial Japan and China since 1937, leading to tensions 
between Japan and the U.S. Although it provided financial support to Great Britain, the 
U.S. maintained a position of military neutrality until Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. The next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed Congress, 
which then declared war.

During the interwar years and World War II (WWII), the 
growth of the Federal Government profoundly shaped 
the landscape of Arlington County through housing and 
military projects. The County’s proximity to Washington, 
D.C. spurred rapid development and between 1930 and 
1940, the population more than doubled from 26,615 to 
57,040 residents. New, large-scale residential construction 
projects aimed to house the growing number of Federal 
Government employees and families. Colonial Village, one 
such development built in stages between 1936-1955, was 
the first large-scale, multi-family housing project in the 
nation insured by the Federal Housing Administration.

In July 1941, the War Department chose Arlington as the 
location for its new and expanded headquarters. The 
construction of the Pentagon and its associated road 
network initiated eminent domain actions that destroyed 
all or portions of several historically black neighborhoods 
including East Arlington, Queen City, and part of Johnson’s 
Hill (Arlington View). The destruction of these areas placed 
an economic burden on those African American families 
forced to move and scattered the formerly tight-knit 
communities. Although the Farm Security Administration 
(FSA) provided trailers in encampments for displaced 
residents, the Federal Government failed to provide 
adequate financial compensation to those forced to move. 

The U.S. military converted Arlington Hall Junior 
College for Women, located at the present-day Foreign 
Service Institute, into the Army Signals Corps’ covert 
cryptography center in 1942. This facility became an 
important generator of military intelligence during 
WWII. Mathematicians from around the country came to 
Arlington Hall to intercept and decrypt messages. Women 
served as radio intercept operators, cryptographers, traffic 
analysts, and clerks.

AMERICA JOINS THE WAR

ARLINGTON DURING THE WAR

A WAVE and a soldier at Arlington Cemetery Memorial Day Service, 1943 Parade at Fort Myer, 1942 The main lounge at Arlington Farms women’s residence, 1943

Cryptographers at Arlington Hall during WWII

Library of Congress

Library of Congress

Library of Congress

The Pentagon Building during World War II

Center for Local History, Arlington  County  Public Library

Colonial Village looking north near Wilson Boulevard and North Troy Street, 
ca. 1950

Arlington County

A man tending to a victory garden in an African American FSA encampment 
in Arlington County, 1942. Victory gardens were a means of supplementing 
domestic food consumption to conserve resources during wartime.

Library of Congress

WWII-era resource efficiency advertisement

Sun Gazette article archive, Center for Local History, Arlington  County Public Library

Center for Local History, Arlington County Public Library



Charles M. Noble came from a family of servicemen. The U.S. military 
declared him missing in action in 1942, and later discovered that he was 
killed by gunfire from low-flying aircraft while in a life raft in the Solomon 
Islands. He received a Distinguished Service Cross with Oak Leaf Cluster 
and the Air Medal for bravery, as well as a Silver Star.

Jerome Carl Kisseleff, born in 1920 and a graduate of Washington-Lee 
High School (renamed Washington-Liberty in 2019), was 
working for the Portsmouth Electric Co. when he enlisted in the Army 
in 1941 with three of his brothers. Kisseleff’s immigrant Russian parents 
founded Kisseleff’s Market in Lyon Village.  In 1942 the B-17 bomber 
in which he served as a waist gunner crashed and the Army declared 
him missing in action in 1943. His remains were located and interred in 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Richard A. Medlock, lived in Arlington with his wife Juanita when he registered 
in the Army in 1943. He served as a Technician 5th Class in the segregated 3241st 
Quartermaster Service Company. Medlock died in service on May 12, 
1945, and the U.S. military interred his remains in the American military 
cemetery in Epinal, France. 

Elinor Frances (née Grainger) Nystrom was an Arlington native born 
in 1915 who worked as a secretary. Grainger enlisted in the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps (predecessor of the WAC) as an Aviation Cadet 
on August 24, 1942, and served until the end of the war. In 1946, she 
married Frederick Nystrom and lived in the Bluemont neighborhood.

The U.S. Government instituted peacetime conscription in 1940 and mandatory 
conscription in 1942. By the end of WWII, 49 million men had registered with the armed 
forces, and 10 million had been accepted into service. WWII resulted in more than 
400,000 U.S. deaths. 

A total of 310,000 women joined the armed forces, serving in the Women’s Army Corps 
(WAC) and Women Accepted into Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES), as well as the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs). Since the WASPs, who flew planes to active duty 
stations to free up men for other work, were not officially in the armed forces, they could 
not be buried at Arlington National Cemetery until such legislation passed in 2016. 

Despite their service in World War I and earlier conflicts, African American soldiers 
continued to be treated as inferior. Both volunteers and those drafted were relegated to 
non-combat support functions and largely served in all-black regiments. It was not until 
1944 when some 50,000 of the 909,000 African American service members who had 
registered for the U.S. Army could finally enter combat. Prior to this time, select African 
American units such as the Tuskegee Airmen, served with distinction in battle as early 
as 1942. However, the postwar process of military desegregation ordered by President 
Harry Truman in 1948 did not go into full effect until the end of the Korean War.

SOME LOCAL STORIES OF THOSE WHO SERVED

THE NATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF SERVICE 
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KOREAN WAR



By the mid-20th century, there was an overwhelming 
housing and transportation problem in Arlington County 
as the population more than doubled from 57,000 in 1940 
to 135,000 in 1950. Thousands were moving to Arlington 
to make a life working with and providing services for the 
Federal Government in Washington D.C. and its agencies 
in Arlington. To provide for these new residents, Arlington 
began work on improved civic and infrastructure systems. 
For the capital region connectivity became ever more 
important as acres of farmland were converted to single 
family housing and middle-income garden apartments. In 
1952, Congress passed the National Capital Planning Act to 
identify opportunities for the development and movement 
of people and goods in the congested Washington, D.C. 
region. President Dwight D. Eisenhower championed the 
creation of a network of interstate highways including 
Interstate 81, which was slated to run through Virginia with 
an auxiliary branch Interstate 66 running from Front Royal to 
the Nation’s Capital and cutting through Fairfax and Arlington counties.  

After years of diplomatic negotiations on the Korean peninsula and a military stalemate 
that hovered around the 38th parallel, the conflict that the U.S. joined in 1950 ended 
with an armistice in 1953. Bombings of North Korea, guerilla-type warfare, and mass 
violence against civilian populations all contributed to a very high civilian death rate. As 
many as 5,000,000 civilians and service members died in the three-year period. In 2000, 
the Department of Defense stated that 36,516 U.S. service members were killed in action 
and 100,000 were wounded during the conflict.  Deaths of United Nations (U.N.) forces 
were just over 3,000 with 11,000 wounded.  

Casualties included some of the 50,000 officers and enlisted women who served as 
cryptographers, air traffic controllers, radar operators, analysts, and in combat zones 
as nurses. In 1948 President Truman had issued an order allowing women to obtain 
permanent military status, so even though most women had been discharged from 
service following World War II (WWII) those who had been in the Reserves during and 
after the war were called into service involuntarily for the first time in U.S. history.

ARLINGTON DURING THE CONFLICT

THE KOREAN WAR’S IMPACT

Washington National Airport (renamed Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport in 1998), 1950s

View of rear elevation of Stratford Junior High School, ca. 1951. In 1959, Stratford 
was the first school to be desegregated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Arlington Hospital Dedication, ca. 1953

Historic aerial photograph near the intersection of Lee Highway and North Glebe Road showing the proliferation of planned residential 
development in Arlington County in the mid-20th century, 1953.
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During WWII, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
issued Executive Order 8802, which outlawed 
discrimination based on race in military contracts 
and resulted in the desegregation of thousands of 
jobs and training programs. This set the stage for 
President Harry Truman’s Executive Order 9981 in 
1948, which formally desegregated the military. 
However, in practice integration was slow and 
segregation was still markedly visible during the 
Korean War. Many troops were still serving in the 
roles that they had held during WWII, which for African Americans had largely been as 
Army soldiers. Sergeant Dewitt Betz, for example, who had served with his brothers Carl 
and Paul in segregated Infantry units during WWII, was a member of the 24th Infantry 
Regiment, 25th Infantry Division and died in action in South Korea on May 6, 1951.  
Ground assault played a large role in the Korean War due to the unforgiving terrain, 
casualties included Army Infantrymen Private First Class (PFC) Lawrence Harris, Jr., and 
PFC James Martin. PFC Harris, Jr., enlisted at the age of 18 and was listed missing in 
action only a few months later in North Korea on November 27, 1950 with the Company 
L, 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division. PFC Martin, a 21-year-old 
field artillery operations chief for the 57th Field Artillery Battalion, was killed in action on 
January 11, 1953.  

Lieutenant Colonel Burt Coers and Major Frederick Winter, of the 9th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, were taken prisoner in North 
Korea on December 1, 1950. Lieutenant Colonel Coers, a military doctor, 
a veteran of WWII, and a graduate of the University of Mississippi and 
the University of Tennessee, was captured while tending to his comrades’ 
wounds and survived until March 25, 1951. Major Winter, a 1934 graduate 
of the University of Missouri, died on July 10, 1951, just four months after 
his capture.    

In addition to ground assault, aerial strikes played a large role in combat, and anti-aircraft 
weaponry resulted in an extensive death toll among the U.S. and U.N. pilots, most of 
whom were white and whose bodies were rarely recovered. First Lieutenant Lucius 
Prewett Walton, while piloting a B-26B Invader bomber, was hit by anti-aircraft fire and 
crashed one mile north of Hangju on October 3, 1950. Captain Emmett Napoleon Long, 
a decorated veteran of WWII, flew with the 25th Fighter-Intercepter Squadron during 
the Korean War. He was killed when enemy artillery hit his plane on a strafing mission to 
Chinnampo, North Korea on August 20, 1951. Commander Denny Phillips, a 1940 U.S. 
Naval Academy graduate and WWII veteran, was the Commanding Officer of Fighter 
Squadron 11 aboard the aircraft carrier, USS Kearsarge. While on a reconnaissance 
mission along the main supply route north of Wonsan, North Korea, 
on January 23, 1953, he crashed his F2H-2 Banshee jet fighter after 
being hit by anti-aircraft fire. 

All of Arlington’s servicemen on the American Legion War Memorial 
were awarded the Purple Heart, the Korean War Service Medal, the 
United Nations Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, 
and other awards depending on their roles in the conflict.  Second 
Lieutenant David Shute, for example, who was killed by an enemy 
land mine on May 28, 1952, also received the Bronze Star for his 
leadership and valor.

SOME LOCAL STORIES OF THOSE WHO SERVED

Parade in Lee Heights in the 1950s from the Ernest E. Johnson photograph collection. 
Johnson was the head of the County’s segregated Parks and Recreation Department 
and then head of all County recreation centers after 1962.

Henry G. Shirley Highway (now known as I-395) looking south, adjacent to the 
Army-Navy Country Club to the right, ca. 1952

The intersection of Wilson and Washington Boulevards looking northeast, ca. 1950. 
The American Legion War Memorial was relocated near this intersection in 1986.

Sergent Dewitt Betz’s World War II draft card, 1940. Betz later served in Korea, where he 
was killed in 1951. 

Major Frederick Winter, University 
of Missouri Yearbook, 1934

Dr. Paul Siple, an Arlingtonian who developed 
insulating jackets for the snow-covered front in Korea 
in 1952. Specialized jackets such as these saved the 
lives of service members during the extremely cold 
Korean winters. 

Center for Local History, Arlington County Public Library

Arlington County

Center for Local History, Arlington County Public Library

Ancestry.com

Library of Congress

Courtesy of University of M
issouri, M

U Libraries

Erected in 2019 by Arlington County, Virginia



VIETNAM WAR



Fifteen years after the U.S. ended its official military involvement in 
Korea, Arlington continued its association with the nation’s military 
and intelligence operations. In place of the U.S. Army Signal Corps, 
Arlington Hall became the headquarters of the U.S. Army Security 
Agency. From the late 1950s through the early 1960s, Arlington Hall 
temporarily housed the Armed Services Technical Information Agency 
that provided classified research to defense contractors. When the 
Soviet Union announced the launch of Sputnik, President Dwight 
Eisenhower founded the Advanced Research Project Agency (ARPA) 
to conduct scientific and technological research projects beyond 
the immediate scope of the military’s purview. ARPA, renamed the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency in 1972, opened its offices in Arlington, first at the Pentagon 
and later in Rosslyn. One of the projects developed by the agency at its Arlington location 
between 1970 and 1975 was ARPANET, the foundational technology and precursor to the 
Internet. The Pentagon continued to maintain a sizeable presence in the County during 
this time, employing between 20,000 and 35,000 civilian and military personnel. 

Arlington’s rapid growth continued alongside the defense 
industry, with the census reporting 163,401 residents in 
1960 and 174,284 in 1970. Providing adequate housing and 
transportation infrastructure to accommodate this growing 
population continued to be a challenge. In 1968, Arlington 
citizens voted overwhelmingly in favor of the construction of 
the Metrorail plan first envisioned during the Korean War. The 
contentious agreement to build Interstate 66 culminated in 1977 

when the U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Virginia, approved the limited access highway 
with a Metrorail median.   

In the early 1960s, developer Charles E. Smith implemented large-
scale planning in a sparsely developed area near Washington National 
Airport (renamed Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
in 1998). Its name, Crystal City, took inspiration from the crystal 
chandelier that adorned the lobby of Smith’s first 800-unit residential 
building, the Crystal House, completed in 1963. As this area grew, 
it transformed from a warehouse district to a business district that 
quickly attracted many Federal agencies such as the Institute for 
Defense Analyses, the U.S. Patent Office, and the General Services 
Administration. 

ARLINGTON DURING THE CONFLICT

One of the earliest Vietnamese establishments in Arlington’s Little Saigon 
in Clarendon, an area that developed after Vietnamese refugees began 
immigrating to the County in the 1970s. Little Saigon dissipated in the 1990s 
due to increasing rents once the Metrorail was complete.

Metrorail construction along Wilson Boulevard, 1970s

Clarendon Trust Company at Wilson and 
Washington Boulevards, 1960s

Rosslyn looking south across Key Bridge, ca. 1962

Crystal Plaza construction in Crystal City, ca. 1967

Conceptual plan from the Rosslyn Ballston Corridor General Land 
Use Plan, 1972

Rendering of the Rosslyn London House, 1965
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Tensions in Vietnam drew the U.S. into the Second Indochina War (1955-1975), a conflict 
between North Vietnam, supported by its communist allies, against South Vietnam, 
backed by the U.S. and other anti-communist nations. As the local conflict intensified, 
the U.S. increased its military presence in South Vietnam from a few thousand service 
members in 1959 to more than 500,000 by the time combat operations ceased in 1973. 
In total, more than 3.4 million U.S. troops eventually served in Southeast Asia during the 
conflict, of which 2.7 million served specifically in Vietnam. 

The U.S. drafted more than 2.2 million men for military service in Vietnam through 
national conscription. The Pentagon stood as the physical representation of the military, 
which faced unprecedented criticism about the draft and the extended conflict in 
Vietnam. Protesters staged sit-ins, teach-ins (action-oriented political seminars), and 
marches all over the nation, including Arlington. On October 21, 1967, Arlington made 
national news when approximately 50,000 people assembled for the largest anti-war rally 
in the nation’s history and marched from the National Mall to the Pentagon. Authorities 
prepared by installing additional security fences around the Pentagon’s perimeter and 
hundreds of military police, U.S. Marshals, and local law enforcement personnel along 
the route and at the site. Protesters made speeches and sang songs throughout the 
day and into the evening; some demonstrators even attempted to enter the Pentagon. 
Law enforcement disbanded the protest on the early morning of October 22, 1967, and 
arrested 683 people.  

The U.S. suffered more than 58,000 casualties by the time it exited the 
conflict in 1973. Much of the fighting involved air strikes and ground 
combat where servicemen fought in dangerous tropical terrain, a 
breeding ground for malaria, jungle rot, and dysentery. 

Private First-Class Nicholas Krimont, a class senator and National 
Merit Scholar at Washington-Lee High School (renamed Washington-
Liberty in 2019) was killed by hostile fire in Quang Ngai, Vietnam on 
April 12, 1967, while serving as an Infantry Indirect Fire Crewman for 
the U.S. Army.  

Lance Corporal Raymond Parker Jones, a 20-year-old Marine machine gunner, was killed 
by a rocket in Quang Nam, Vietnam, on January 5, 1969. He and his 
wife Goldie Mae were both born in Southampton County, VA, and 
had married in Arlington less than two years earlier in 1967.  

Sergeant Steven Kramer died in January 1970 in California from 
malaria that he contracted while serving in the light weapons 
infantry in Vietnam. Sgt. Kramer was 21 when he died and a 
recent graduate of Bishop O’Connell High School, where he was 
remembered as an artist.  

Second Lieutenant John William “Jack” Kennedy was a solo pilot on a reconnaissance 
mission over the Quang Tin region on August 16, 1971, when he lost radio contact 
with the 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron. After seven days of search operations, Lt. 
Kennedy was listed as missing in action. The U.S. Air Force located and repatriated his 
remains in 1992 and determined that he had been shot down by ground fire. Lt. Kennedy 
was one of the youngest forward air controllers killed in Vietnam and was promoted 
posthumously to Captain.  

AMERICA REACTS
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U.S. Information Agency pro-war advertisement, 1965 
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