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Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission (ZOCO)  

Meeting Summary 

June 11, 2019 

 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Rooms 109/111 

Arlington, VA 22201 

 
Planning Commissioners in attendance:   
Daniel Weir (Chair, ZOCO) 
Nancy Iacomini 
James Schroll 
Sara Steinberger 
 
Planning Commissioners absent: 
Elizabeth Gearin 
Stephen Hughes 
Elizabeth Morton 
James Lantelme 
Kathleen McSweeney 
Devanshi P. Patel 
David W. Ricks 
Jane C. Siegel 
 
Staff in attendance:  
Bob Duffy, Director, CPHD - Planning 
Nick Rogers, Principal Planner, CPHD - Planning 
Jennifer Smith, Comprehensive Planning Supervisor, CPHD - Planning 
 
Zoning Study Categories and Scoping.   
ZOCO Chair Daniel Weir opened the meeting at 7:05pm.  
 
Nick Rogers presented an overview of the four steps that staff takes when conducting a zoning 
study, followed by background information on the Planning Division’s condensed study process 
used for studies which can be completed in approximately 4-5 months. He discussed how the 
Division’s Zoning Ordinance Amendment Work Program categorizes each study as either 
condensed, short-term or long-term studies. Mr. Rogers discussed some of the community 
engagement tools used with zoning studies, such as the County’s website, specific email 
subscriber lists, and presentations to other boards/commissions. He ended the presentation 
with staff’s approach to fielding requests for additional research and analysis made by members 
of the Planning Commission during ZOCO meetings.  
 
After a series of questions and discussion from the Commission, Mr. Rogers shared status 
updates on three zoning studies which would be presented to the Commission at upcoming 
meetings:  
 

1. An interim phase of the longer-term elder care uses (assisted living, nursing) study;  
2. A revision to the child care center parking requirement approved by the County Board in 

March 2019; and, 
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3. An amendment to the bonus density provisions in Article 15 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Clarifying Questions: 

• When will Phase II of the two-family dwelling study begin? 
o Staff informed the Commissioners that the study’s starting date had not yet been 

determined, but that the study was part of the County’s work on missing middle 
housing. Staff also mentioned that the study’s scope would include exploration of 
whether two-family dwellings should be considered a permitted use in zoning districts 
which currently do not permit them, and what sorts of use standards could be 
necessary in the recommended text.  

 
Other Questions and Comments: 

• Commissioners requested more information on the Six-Step Public Engagement Guide used 
by staff when discussing community engagement conducted during a zoning study. 
Commissioners recommended adding a footnote to staff reports linking members of the 
public to the Engagement Guide.  

• Commissioners expressed interest in reviewing Request to Advertise reports for zoning 
studies prior to such reports being placed on the County Board’s agenda.  

 
Public Comments. 
 
Seven (7) members of the public were in attendance. Commissioner Weir opened the floor to 
public comment at the end of the meeting: 
 

• One attendee expressed concerns with parking congestion associated with unpermitted 
group homes along Washington Boulevard 

• One attendee shared his support of staff’s work on Housing Conservation Districts, two-
family dwelling regulatory amendments, and the site plan bonus density provisions. The 
attendee discussed the need for multigenerational housing and less restrictions on home 
improvements and additions, as well as rising housing costs related to Amazon locating its 
new headquarters building in Arlington.  

• One attendee discussed the forthcoming relocation of a recycling center on Carlin Springs 
Road as a result of a property exchange between Arlington County and Virginia Hospital 
Center. The attendee was a part of a local organization seeking a new location for the 
recycling center, which would no longer be able to be at the Carlin Springs location due to 
the property exchange.  


