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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
June 25, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Angelo Collins (Ex Officio, NCAC Liaison) 
Sergio Enriquez 
Dean Foster (signed in; attended another meeting on behalf of the PRC) 
Colt Gregory  
Neal Hunter   
Shruti Kuppa (via telephone) 
Mark Lincoln (via telephone) 
 
Guests:  
None 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Kimberly Haun, Management Analyst, DPR 
Aaron Shriber, Planning Supervisor, CPHD 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Steve Finn 
Michael Grace 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Julie Mullen 
Kevin Rachlin 
Leo Sarli 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
PRC Chair Ross introduced two (2) new PRC members (appointed by the County Board at its 
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 recessed meeting), Neal Hunter and Leonardo (Leo) Sarli.  The 
Commission considered their May 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting minutes.  
With edits prepared on page 3 of the draft meeting minutes (at the beginning of the “Staff Report” 
section addressing the Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse project), the Commission 
approved the minutes, with no objections. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
 
No public comment was provided. 
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Agenda Items 
 
Urban Agriculture Program Update [Kimberly Haun, DPR] 
  
Kimberly Haun, DPR, provided an overview and update on the County’s Urban Agriculture 
Program.  Ms. Haun works in the Park and Natural Resources Office for DPR.  She provided the 
scope of the urban agriculture program and how it interconnects with many DPR and other 
County initiatives.  Ms. Haun provided examples of how people may participate in this initiative. 
 
Notable discussion points included (but were not limited to): urban agriculture businesses and 
their locations within the County, rooftop/courtyard space for urban gardening within APS 
facilities and schools, rooftop gardening at residential buildings as a residential community 
amenity, as well as piloting farmers market “trails” within various cities and counties in Virginia.  
There was also an explanation on the continued coordination and activity among the various non-
profit organizations and Business Improvement Districts (BIDs), where there is currently a 
working relationship with the Rosslyn and Ballston BIDs.  Furthermore, there was discussion 
regarding community gardens as biophilic elements to the community, which provides a greater 
relationship and connection with nature.  Some commissioners highlighted the decline of the bee 
population as an issue worldwide, and urban gardens may help regenerate populations.  Planting 
a lot of native pollinators may help further regeneration of various bee and insect populations.   
 
A commissioner commented on the data of people that use Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefits and whether these people go to farmers markets to access and purchase 
food.  Ms. Haun acknowledged that there is coordination with the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) on this effort.  Based on population/income needs the west end of Columbia Pike is an area 
where there is farmers market access through the Arlington Mill Farmers Market.  A lot of 
outreach is done from the other markets to let people know where they are and how to access 
them through transit.  Finally, it was noted that the bee hive at Gulf Branch Nature Center has 
collapsed, and that there may be a way to remediate this with community involvement. 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion of Private Projects with PRC Interests and Prospective Pipeline 
of Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) (with associated Long Range Planning Committee 
(LRPC)) Project Reviews 
 
PRC Chair, Bill Ross led a discussion on private projects with PRC interests and the prospective 
pipeline of SPRC projects (some including associated LRPC processes).  This is mainly associated 
with privately-owned public spaces within private development projects.  There are others where 
it is County-owned property that is considered for public space development.  The PRC does not 
necessarily have an explicit commitment to advocate public space development within private 
developments (given other interests and needs that are needed throughout the County).  The PRC 
Chair mentioned the opportunities that exist within Crystal City in association with the National 
Landing development for public spaces and by fulfilling the guidelines and objectives of the 
various sector plans and the PSMP update.  It was discussed that developer contributions are one 
way of providing for public spaces and a way to fulfill public space goals within these 
development projects.  The PRC encourages the County/staff to assist in fulfilling the public space 
objectives within the various plans.  The Urban Forestry Commission, the Environment and 
Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2), and others are now making their voices known within 
these various private development projects.   A Commissioner detailed that the Civic Federation 
had questions/concerns about some of the policies within the County, where the County does not 
have an established proffer system (where contributions are made to several community pots, 
including but not limited to: parks, schools, transportation, etc.).  The County should provide a 
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more holistic approach instead of concentrating efforts within affected sectors or areas where 
development is anticipated.  This may not be the most efficient way to plan public spaces as the 
County’s population grows.  The Commission acknowledged that there are individual properties 
that may have development coming at different times so coordinating planning/development 
may be challenging.   
 
CPHD Planning Supervisor, Aaron Shriber, provided more information on the differences between 
a proffer system and the County’s special exception site plan system.   The County also provides 
Tax Increment Financing (TIFF) which also provides monetary resources for public space 
improvements.  For example, 18th Street Park where the Crystal City second entrance will be 
constructed is an example of such a project where JBG Smith contributed to its development.  
There are opportunities for much larger investments in these public spaces through the site plan 
system.  Mr. Shriber acknowledged that some of these public spaces are aspirational in 
composition, but much is financed through TIFF funds but also through the developer’s 
contributions.  Mosaic Park in Ballston, is developer financed and it is currently being built out.  
Finally, the Commission acknowledged that there are significant challenges for creating public 
spaces Countywide given the limited land area.  
 
 
Staff Report  
 
Mr. Rivero provided an update on the August 27th PRC meeting.  The meeting time will be from 5-
6 p.m., and it will take place at the Walter Reed Community Center, Multipurpose Room A, where 
staff/volunteers will provide a demonstration on Pickleball and PRC members will have the 
opportunity to play the game.  There may be the possibly of having dinner after the meeting. 
 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park 
Two community engagement opportunities were held on April 6th and 11th and an online survey 
ran through the end of April. DPR is now refining the designs and is planning on having additional 
engagement opportunities in July. A Request for Quotation (RFQ) to solicit a Construction 
Manager at Risk (CMAR) will be issued in May. Following the Design Process, DPR will develop 
construction documents and submit for various permits. Construction is anticipated to begin in 
the first quarter of 2020.  

 
Alice West Fleet Elementary School 
Construction activities and work anticipated this month include (but are not limited to): 

• Roofing underlayment and standing seam metal roofing over the gym/library roof. 
• Installation of clips for attachment of exterior facade cladding. 
• Exterior spray foam insulation/air barrier installation and window/glazing installation. 
• Installation of exterior cladding finishes, including masonry veneer, terracotta panels, and 

fiber cement siding. 
• Interior wall construction. 
• Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) rough-ins and interior painting. 
• Miscellaneous storm and sanitary system structure and piping installation. 
• Site retaining walls 
• Activation of primary electrical service 
• Modified construction hours allow for longer construction times during the week as well 

as on weekend and holidays to meet the anticipated school opening in September 2019. 
 

Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse (Programmatic Agreement) 
On Tuesday, May 21st, the County Board authorized the County Manager or his designee to sign a 
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Programmatic Agreement (PA) with the National Park Service (NPS), National Capital Planning 
Commission, the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, and Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office.  The NPS is completing the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to identify a preferred site 
for an environmentally sustainable public rowing and paddling facility along the Virginia 
shoreline, while ensuring the protection of natural and cultural resources.  The EA considered an 
analysis of the impacts on soils, wetlands/floodplains, vegetation, aquatic wildlife, historic 
districts and cultural landscapes, visitor use experiences, as well as traffic and transportation 
considerations.  
 
As part of this federally-mandated, NEPA process, NPS provided public notice and publication of 
the EA, which occurred on June 28, 2018, including a public comment period from June 28, 2018 
through July 30, 2018. This was part of NPS’ compliance with NEPA that describes potential 
impacts to historic properties and requests the public’s comments.  Furthermore, NPS hosted an 
open house-style public meeting which occurred on July 12, 2018 at W-L High School.  After 
completion of the NEPA process, the County anticipates a public planning and engagement 
process regarding the design development of the Boathouse and potential ancillary facility.  Once 
the Programmatic Agreement is signed by all parties, the NPS can sign the Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) which would end the EA process.  There is currently Fiscal Year 2019-
2028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) funding which envisions resources in FY 2022 ($500,000) 
for development of a management model and long-term use arrangement and resources in FY 
2026 ($2.245 million) for the final design of the Boathouse, dock and associated facilities.  
 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements – no change  
Next steps are finalizing the design and obtaining construction bids.  The start of construction is 
anticipated in fall 2019.   

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements – no change 
Civil Engineering Plan (CEP) review has been sent back to DPR. Consultant reviewing and 
preparing responses and edits. Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permit set being submitted for 
review 3.14/3.15. Finalizing detailed planting/tree species and specialty feature designs (signage 
and playground surfacing). Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) Plan is under development. Light 
upgrade scheduled for 3/24 week, Dominion to provide additional info. 
 
Bluemont Park 
Invasive plant removal has resumed for the spring. 
 
Dawson Terrace Park 

• Asphalt work complete including striping. 
• Basketball court graphic works ongoing. 
• Punch list walkthrough held with contractor on 5/17/19. 
• Punchlist walkthrough held with Parks and Natural Resources (PNR) on 5/20/19. 

 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly New Middle School at Stratford Site) -  
Schedule Milestones (weather pending):  
     Renovation of Existing Building  

• Summer construction begins – renovation (6/25/2019) 
• Staff occupancy - renovation (August 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy/school opening -renovation (August 2019); 

     Construction of Addition  
• Completion of steel structure erection (May 2019);  
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• Completion of envelop/building enclosure (August / September 2019);  
• Staff occupancy - (November / December 2019); and  
• Student Occupancy -addition (January 2020). 

For additional details on the status of the project see Dorothy Hamm MS where monthly 
construction updates are posted.   

 
Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) 
The project scope was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation 
bundle in November 2018. The first design/working group meeting was held Wednesday, 
February 13th. The project was presented to the Arlington Forest Civic Association at their April 
24th meeting for a vote. The project was approved, and the project is currently in design. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse    
The County Board hearing was on May 18th and approved by the County Board.   The project is 
planned to be completed for the 2021-22 school year.           
 
Gunston Diamond Field Replacement 

• Continue removing topsoil - complete 
• Begin placing filter fabric, flow barrier and #57 stone - complete 
• Placed concrete for batting cage and dugouts – Complete 
• Begin placing #8 stones and laser grading for the BMP - Complete 
• Athletic field turf installation complete. 
• Netting installation ongoing. 

 
The Heights Building (Rosslyn) 
No adjustments have been made to the contractor’s schedule this month.  

• Theater MEP rough-in and theater equipment installation started in April. 
• Interior curtainwall system of windows has been completed at library, cafeteria, Level 2 

and majority of Level 3. 
• The brick rainscreen is ongoing on Bars 4 and 5. The majority of Bar 5 was completed this 

month. 
• Plumbing fixtures and toilet partitions have been installed on Level B2. 
• Roofing work continued on levels 2 and 3. Bar 5 green roof installation is complete. 
• Hardscape/concrete plaza work is scheduled to start along Wilson Blvd in May. 
• Cascading interior concrete stair installation is complete. 
• 18th Street North demolition and re-grading on-going.  
• Permanent electrical power to the building was provided by Dominion Virginia Power at 

the beginning of April. During this month, the three-story curtainwall on Wilson Blvd will 
be installed. The interior curtainwall installation is scheduled to be completed next 
month. Kitchen equipment installation is scheduled to start. Anticipated school opening is 
still September 2019. 
 

Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
• Roughly 70 yds of concrete poured this week. Electrical subcontractor finished duct bank 

run to the building. Work should hopefully start within the next week. The work for 
making the soil suitable for use as backfill has now had a full week of operations. Soil is 
being sifted for larger debris > 4 inches. The soil is being windrowed to dry. Once it is dry 
it will be compacted to “seal” the surface from water saturation. This work will be done in 
lifts of 8-10 inches. Large debris and unsuitable soils were also being hauled off this week. 

 
Long Bridge Park Field 1 and 4 Replacement 

https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
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All the piping fittings were completed this week along with cleanouts. Trenches were backfilled, 
stone placed, and laser graded. Smaller stone was used to fill in areas and the perimeter. Turf 
Deliveries to start end of May. Filter fabric and Brock system will be installed at the time the 
carpet goes done working from one end of the field to the other. 
 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 

• Community Meeting being held on site on May 29th from 5-7 pm. Community Members 
will enter the site from the 3rd street construction entrance and view progress from the 
top of the new parking garage.  

• Work will begin in mid-late May to bring the storm and sewer drains across George Mason 
and to the new center. One lane on George Mason will be closed during this work. A larger 
community message will be sent out to alert the community to the closure.  

 
Lubber Run Pedestrian Bridge Replacement 
During the Lubber Run Community Center design process, it was found that the pedestrian bridge 
nearest to the center is not structurally sound. The condition is such that the only viable approach 
is to replace the bridge. 90% design plans have been prepared along with a geotechnical study, 
hydrology study and tree survey. The plans are currently being reviewed for the building permit. 
Construction is anticipated for fall 2019.  

 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed 
The second phase of reforestation was completed in Fall 2019. Invasive plant removal has 
resumed for the spring.  
 
Madison Manor Park 
A construction contract will be going before the Board on May 18th and assuming it is approved, 
construction should start by the end of June or early July. Construction should be complete by the 
1st quarter 2020. 
 
Mosaic Park  

• Received LDA & Building Permit. 
• Begin site prep and layout for filter fabric install - Complete 
• Material and equipment delivery for mobilization - Ongoing 
• Stone delivery for construction entrance - Complete 
• Begin tree demo and area prep for trailer delivery – Complete 
• Install wash rack at construction entrance 
• Demo existing trees - complete 
• Install silt and construction fencing - complete 
• Sanitary sewer piping installation ongoing. 
• Contaminated soil found on site. Third party inspectors to do the necessary testing. 

 
Nauck Town Center 
The project’s bids came in and is expected to get presented to the County Board by the 
Department of Environmental Services (DES).  Awaiting an update from DES. 
 
Nelly Custis Park 
Dynamo Playground equipment concrete footer installed.  Curbs redone and the fabric and stone 
for the porous pavement installed.  Benches and signs were installed, awaiting picnic tables and 
trash/recycle receptacles.   
 
Oakland Park 
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The contract was awarded at the April 23, 2019 County Board meeting.  The purchase order has 
been created and the contract is in the process of being signed. The notice-to-proceed will occur 
after the contract is signed. When a final date for the start of construction is selected, staff will 
send a notice to the community.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The skate park was opened for use on Friday, April 5, 2019. A grand opening event was held on 
Saturday, May 4, 3:00 p.m. The project is currently in the close-out phase of construction where 
operations and maintenance manuals and as-built plans are provided by the contractor. Signage is 
being installed by DPR who is assuming operations of the park. 
 
RHP+ 
Construction continues at the Wilson School site and the school is expected to open in the fall of 
2019. Penzance continues demolition and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station 
#10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The 
park is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently 
being prepared for the playground (on the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction 
in 2021. APAH started construction on their Queens Court property in mid-April.   
 
Site Plan Review 

• SP #244, Site Plan Amendment:  Verizon Site – 400 11th Street South 
 254,676 sq. ft. residential and mixed-use building. 
 Modifications requested: bonus density, parking and penthouse elevator setbacks. 
 A future, planned open space area is envisioned on the west end of the site, fronting 

South Eads Street and 11th Street South (approximately 5,970 sq. ft.). 
 First SPRC meeting occurred on Thursday, May 16, 2019. 

 
• SP #13 Crystal Houses Major Site Plan Amendment – 1900 S Eads Street  

 Construction of four multi-family buildings adjacent to two existing buildings 
within the block.   

 Two levels of underground parking. 
 Two public spaces included in project will have public access easements.  They 

will remain privately owned and be maintained by the owner.   
A. A public space at the corner of Fern and 22nd streets is designated in the 

Crystal City Sector Plan for “neighborhood serving facilities” will be 
approximately 24,000 square feet.   

B. A linear public space, 31,700 square feet, which includes a children’s play 
area, a table tennis set, lawn area with hammocks, pathways and trees.  Its 
design was approved by the County Board in November 2017 as part of a 
major site plan amendment for Site Plan #13.     

 
• SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center  
 Two Mixed-Use Buildings (685 Residential Units) 
 New Harris Teeter and ground-level retail  
 Thee-level structured parking garages (923 parking spaces total) 
 New Public Park (0.5 Acres) 
 First SPRC meeting anticipated April 29, 2019 
 Open Space: As part of the community engagement process for the proposed open 

space, DPR staff is proposing 2 open houses supplemented with 2 online surveys to 
solicit community feedback. The first open house and online survey hosted in the 
summer of 2019 will solicit community feedback on 2 preliminary draft concepts. In 
addition, a presentation will be given to the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
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to gather input from the commissioners on the preliminary concepts. Based on the 
community feedback and site analysis, DPR staff and the developer will work together 
to develop a final open space concept design. 
 
The second open house and online survey hosted in the fall of 2019 will solicit 
feedback on the final design. These will be followed by a presentation to the PRC to 
gather additional input. The applicant will then make any necessary modifications to 
the design and will incorporate the final open space concept design with the site plan 
presented to the Planning Commission and County Board for final approval. 

 
Tyrol Hill Park  

• The permeable paver installer’s Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute (ICPI) 
Certification has been submitted. Engineers report for Best Management Practices (BMP) 
installation to be submitted to Department of Environmental Services for review. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Tree maintenance staff is getting increased calls for tree maintenance, as is typical for 
early spring. Urban forestry staff is staying on track with these. 

2. Planting for Spring has commenced, starting in the parks. 
3. The Tree Canopy Fund for Fall planting has opened, with a June 21 deadline. Find more 

information here: https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/  
4. Staff is meeting with the National Park Service to explore invasive plant treatment near 

the new Key Bridge Marriott Site Plan. 
5. Many park projects completed construction, and trees are being planted at Glencarlyn 

Shelter, Powhatan Springs Skate Park, Fairlington playground, Dawson Terrace, and 
McCoy Park. 

6. The Clark Street Bridge removal is about to be finalized, and tree planting has been 
flagged. 

7. At the Urban Forestry commission, the process for park development (from forestry’s 
perspective), and the outcome of the 26th and Old Dominion project were discussed. 

8. Staff is gearing up to begin the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan update. A 
Request for Proposal for a contractor will be released soon. 

9. Arbor Day was at Campbell Elementary this year and was well-attended by parents and 
students. Two trees were planted on the school site, a Serviceberry and an American 
Linden. 

 
 
Commission Member Reports   Purple = Information provided at PRC Meeting 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• No new report on this initiative; although the PRC may learn soon how the County 

Board decides to handle this. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• The Adventure Travel last month of the kayaking trip to the sunken ships site at 

Mallows Bay Park in Maryland was such a success, we have scheduled a July 18th 
hike with a Park Ranger through Rock Creek Park to see the civil war defenses of 
Washington and the planetarium show “The Summer Night Sky”. In addition, on 
September 11th, we will hike the scenic Stony Man Trail in the Shenandoah National 
Park again guided by a Park Ranger, followed by lunch at the Skyline Restaurant.  

https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/
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• The June 4th Alliance For Arlington Senior Programs fundraiser at Rocklands BBQ in 
support of the 55+ programs and the senior centers resulted in a net profit of over 
$1400 which will be distributed equally among the five senior centers in the county.  

• From June 17th through June 28th all county DPR fitness rooms will be closed so staff 
can refresh and service the weight and exercise equipment and deep clean the 
facilities.  

• Registration has opened for the Northern Virginia Senior Olympics (those 50 years of 
age and older). Arlington will host the Opening Ceremony on September 14th at 9 
am at the Thomas Jefferson Community Center. In Arlington, events will be held at 
Thomas Jefferson CC, Arlington Mill CC and Walter Reed CC. Participating 
jurisdictions hosting events are Arlington County, City of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, Prince William and Fauquier Counties and the City of Falls Church.  

• A community meeting and walk through of the construction site at the new Lubber 
Run Community Center took place on May 29th, attended by 50 persons. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• No updates.  All on schedule.  Outstanding question on County inclusion of rain 

garden or other mitigation for runoff resulting from the rebuilt basketball court. 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 

• At the June 4th general meeting the Civic Federation passed a Resolution on planning 
for the use of 1101 Lee Hwy. Copy of letter to the County Board concerning the 
resolution plus the resolution can be viewed here: 
http://www.civfed.org/newContent/2019-06/2019-
06%20Joint%20Res%201101%20Lee%20Hwy%20Letter%20to%20Board.pdf. 

• Main concern of the Civic Federation Resolution was that the County, in signing a 
Programmatic Agreement with the National Park Service, was not complying with 
what the County stated when the property was acquired in 2014. The commitment 
was that “in addition [to the boathouse support facility], or as alternative uses, the 
County may locate other passive and/or active recreational uses on the property.” 
There was also concern expressed that item was placed on the County Board’s 
Consent Agenda without first seeking review and comment form relevant 
commissions such as Park and Recreation and Environment and Energy 
Conservation Commission (E2C2). 

• It is important to note that the resolution itself addresses concerns about the public 
engagement process, not the merits of the boathouse. 

• The resolution was the front-page story of the Sun Gazette the June 20-26 issue. See: 
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/d85df45a-d226-4bc2-800c-
75a1d56073e2/downloads/Arlington%206-20-19.pdf?ver=1560953796498 

• County Board Chair Christian Dorsey noted that the County Board would give serious 
consideration to the CivFed resolution.  

• The Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse, Programmatic Agreement resolution 
came less than 90 days after the adoption of the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) 
update.  The idea of having more transparency within a given process is something 
that should be maintained.  

 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 

• Bill and Shruti substituted for Kevin at the June 12 meeting.  The meeting focused on 
public space issues.  CPHD and developers summarized the many projects taking 
place in the Crystal City area and anticipated for the area.  CPHD reviewed the 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.civfed.org%2FnewContent%2F2019-06%2F2019-06%2520Joint%2520Res%25201101%2520Lee%2520Hwy%2520Letter%2520to%2520Board.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca4f72f985b8f43cf2e3208d6f8ae4808%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636969824751525555&sdata=%2F8k6We1YlIll61JZXniXA6Sz7nBjMTZpgjMKMZ7%2Bq70%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.civfed.org%2FnewContent%2F2019-06%2F2019-06%2520Joint%2520Res%25201101%2520Lee%2520Hwy%2520Letter%2520to%2520Board.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca4f72f985b8f43cf2e3208d6f8ae4808%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636969824751525555&sdata=%2F8k6We1YlIll61JZXniXA6Sz7nBjMTZpgjMKMZ7%2Bq70%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimg1.wsimg.com%2Fblobby%2Fgo%2Fd85df45a-d226-4bc2-800c-75a1d56073e2%2Fdownloads%2FArlington%25206-20-19.pdf%3Fver%3D1560953796498%250d%250d&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca4f72f985b8f43cf2e3208d6f8ae4808%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636969824751525555&sdata=YTgc623BCiIybCsvVSChwmRHmLpshQzm4gFN%2BMYqheM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimg1.wsimg.com%2Fblobby%2Fgo%2Fd85df45a-d226-4bc2-800c-75a1d56073e2%2Fdownloads%2FArlington%25206-20-19.pdf%3Fver%3D1560953796498%250d%250d&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca4f72f985b8f43cf2e3208d6f8ae4808%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636969824751525555&sdata=YTgc623BCiIybCsvVSChwmRHmLpshQzm4gFN%2BMYqheM%3D&reserved=0
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considerations for community benefits that the county takes into account when 
reviewing a private project.  The Crystal City Bid representative reviewed their goals 
for open space and provided a list of what already has been accomplished in terms of 
private sector contributions.  Aurora Highlands representatives summarized a paper 
supporting plans to promote "Livability" for residents in 22205.  The draft focused on 
many public space issues, the creation of a green network and the importance of 
pedestrian connectivity.   
 

• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 
• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 

• Duke Banks and Colt Gregory were assigned as Advisory Group Members.  Mr. Banks 
has received comments that some citizens remain concerned with potential tree loss 
that will be caused by the project and the County's scheduling of the first public 
meeting.  The Citizens Association participants requested a change in the initial 
public meeting date from July 17. 

• County Website Survey Monkey response raised other issues: Donaldson Run 
Tributary A stream restoration has not gone as planned.  The engineered stream bed 
has not behaved as expected with sediment overwhelming a tributary bridge. Survey 
respondent questions whether water quality has improved, nitrogen inputs and 
overall sediment have been decreased, and believes erosion is worse due to use of 
heavy equipment involved in restoration construction process. All good questions for 
the Public Meeting to be held on July 17. 
 

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 
• General schedule:  

- Start Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2018 (Complete) 
- End Date (Design) 4th Quarter 2019 (Projected) 
- Start Date (Construction) 1st Quarter, 2020 (Projected) 
- End Date (Construction) TBD 

• The County has requested and received comments on the Park Design via its Survey 
Monkey. 

• Comments include:  Too much space allotted for adult and youth baseball/softball 
(~80%). 

• The upgraded playground area is too structured and too close to traffic.  It doesn't 
provide enough casual space for kids to play.  Bathrooms are palatial. Parking 
remains difficult (consider parking a Trades Center and walking across bridge to the 
park.) The new casual space pathways in the design will cause more (not less) runoff 
into RPA area Four Mile Run.  Moving the ball fields will damage the existing 4MR 
stream buffer (which is very narrow in this area). 

• I have contacted the Landscape Architect for the project to discuss the issues. We will 
talk in July.  Upon initial inspection the design lines up well with the 
recommendations of the 4MRV Master plan adopted in Sept 2018. The proposed 
design shifts ball fields away from the stream, leaving a large open space for many 
more water-absorbing trees, traditional picnic areas, a nature overlook and a 
riparian pathway. Moving the ball fields, in turn, also creates space for a new 
rectangular playing field lying across the back of two slightly repositioned diamond 
fields. About two-thirds of the frontage along Four Mile Run Drive would still be 
turned into casual space with landscaping and room for a new park entrance. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
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• Visioning and Scoping meeting are starting in June and July for a Joint Facilities 
Plan, which would encompass county needs on both the school and county level. One 
challenge will be to make sure that open space and parks are given their appropriate 
place in any planning decisions. This concept goes along with objectives stated in the 
Public Spaces Master Plan as does the need to consider longer term solutions for 
supporting the creation of more land for various facility uses.  Some ideas have 
included capping I-66 or caps or tunnels involving Arlington Blvd. and Route 1 in 
Crystal City.   
 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 

• The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held their Spring 2019 
Funding Session and approved nearly unanimously four priority projects, which will 
be presented to the County Board for final funding approval. The projects are as 
follows: 

- Glencarlyn: Street Improvement, 4th St. S. Kensington St to S. Illinois St., 
$1.917M 

- Dominion Hills: Intersection Improvement, N Larrimore St & 9th St. N, 
$1.191M 

- Highland Park Oversee Knolls: Trail Improvement, Highland Park - 14th St N & 
N. Ohio St., $0.500M 

- Old Dominion: Landscape/Beautification, 24th St N & Old Dominion Drive, 
$0.028M 

 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 

• Lee Highway - Local ideas - Livable future  
- Phase 1 - 2019 - Gathering information  
- Phase 2 - 2020 - Developing ideas  
- Phase 3 - 2021 - Drafting Plan  
- Phase 4 - 2022 - Refining and Plan adoption  

• Looking at General Land Use Plan (GLUP) and Zoning Ordinance to find options to 
resolve conflicts and inconsistencies. Found and made recommendations. 

• Looking at controls and guide development and how does that impact green space - 
making recommendations. 

• Tree Canopy - green space - Corridor wide issue that will be addressed throughout 
the meetings - on going  

• Stay involved:  http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-sue/lee-highway/    
   

• A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS)/Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) (Bill 
Ross/Caroline Haynes) 

• The County Manager has been working with DPR staff and PSMP working group 
members to plan for implementation of the elements of the PSMP.  Included in this 
planning is establishing priority areas for a PSMP implementation working group 
that will monitor and advise on progress of implementation.   
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 
• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Other Topics (Colt Gregory, Others?) 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-sue/lee-highway/
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• Arlington County Nursery used its own home-grown plants to repopulate the 
Pollinator Garden at Bluemont Park.  More use will be made County grown native 
plants to support stormwater management projects and tree canopy goals as 
replacement trees are planted in our parks. 
 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
As will be discussed at the 6/25 meeting, there are several projects going through the 
planning process that have important effects on publicly owned and privately owned public 
spaces.  Several more are impending.  We will discuss them at the June 25 meeting.  A couple 
of highlights, some details repeated from the May meeting reports: 

• 400 11th Street South – LCOR/Verizon Site (Bill Ross) 
- Much of the June 13 SPRC meeting involved discussions about how the 

disposition of the adjoining "teardrop" sites of land will be converted into 
useful public space.  Marco Rivero provided an excellent review of the site and 
how the language of county planning documents such as the just-approved 
PSMP can be used to help guide decisions.  The applicant provided some 
examples of how such a space can be designed to provide public enjoyment 
that is complimentary to a growing urban retail environment.  There was a 
strong consensus for a space with simple casual use features.  A public 
engagement process which hopefully will be conducted fairly quickly, will be 
used to support decisions on amenities and design.   
 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
- This is another large project involving an enlarged, relocated supermarket and 

a massive residential development. Bill provided several comments to the SPRC 
on public space issues. They involve the size and location of the public space 
proposed, the conflicts of the public space with the private space, design 
aspects of the public space, circulation issues for neighbors, facilities for dogs 
and bikes, and biophilic design.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 27. 
 

• 1122 N. Kirkwood Road – Washington Boulevard at Kirkwood (Bill Ross) 
• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses (Caroline Haynes/Bill Ross) 

- The proposed project replaces and significantly expands on the site plan 
adopted in 2017 which would have added two new residential buildings, and 
the linear park at S. 20th and Eads St. (with a public access easement). This 
plan includes the full buildout of the site, adding six new residential buildings, 
the linear park and the small triangular park at the corner of Fern and S. 22nd 
Street (also with a public access easement). Per the Crystal City Sector plan, 
two additional buildings were added at the last minute along Fern Street, 
between S. 20th and S. 18th Streets, and the plan for those has yet to be fully 
fleshed out. There was significant discussion about the loss of many mature 
trees on the property. Likewise, the sector plan calls for a tree lined pedestrian 
walkway through the site, which was not included in the site plan.  There was 
also discussion that the current owner, Roseland, is likely to sell the property as 
soon as the site plan is approved. Since it is likely that another company will be 
developing the site, it will be important to make sure that all the conditions are 
clearly stated.  Open Space will be one of the topics at the next SPRC meeting 
on June 24. 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
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• Rosslyn Holiday Inn (Bill Ross) 
- This is a huge project involving a new hotel and conference center and luxury 

apartments. The key issue for PRC is the extent to which the applicant is going 
to support various community amenities such as open space, including the 
envisioned improvements to Gateway Park. The Rosslyn Sector Plan, enacted in 
2015 calls for the bulk of public space and other improvements in this area to 
be funded through the private development process.  It has been stated that 
the contributions from multiple projects are expected but that the process 
shouldn't take 10 years for open space objectives to be achieved.   This means 
that a few individual projects like this one should be contributing large 
amounts for open space.  Given the huge value that Gateway Park has and will 
have for the future apartment and hotel residences, I would think that several 
million dollars is not too much.  

- Other Issues:  Rosslyn neighbors are also concerned about the loss of current 
open space in what is known as "Parcel Q.."   This is state (VDOT) property that 
is going to be given to the County and then sold to the developer.  While the 
plans to use Parcel Q to construct a building that essentially goes up to the 
edge of Lee Highway is consistent with aspects of the sector plan, we might 
want to urge that any compensation paid to the county for this property be 
allocated to open space in the area and amenities such as a dog run in a new 
Gateway Park.   

- A public easement open space at the base of the building bordering Lee 
Highway (where Parcel Q is), will be built.  There are some questions about 
how inviting or accessible this will be for the public, or will it end up being a de 
facto private plaza.  The open space issues will be reviewed and discussed at 
the July 8 SPRC meeting. 

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 

• No new updates. 
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• No new updates; next meeting will be this Thursday, 6/27. 
 

• Village at Shirlington Special Land Use Study (Dean Foster) 
 
 
Other Business 
 

• Letters to the County Board:  No specific letters were discussed. 
 

• Commissioner Banks spoke regarding the APS Outdoor Lab facility in Broad Run, Virginia.  
On Saturdays and Sundays, the facility is closed, and Commissioner Banks mentioned if 
there may be the possibility for Arlington residents to visit the space on the weekends. 
Commissioner Banks will follow up with the Outdoor Lab facility manager to see if this is 
possible and what next steps would need to be taken. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: July 23, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
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