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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Room 311 on the 3rd Floor 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
*An open house associated with the 600 N. Glebe Rd. (Harris Teeter site) public space area 
will occur before the Park and Recreation Commission from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at the Ellen M. 
Bozman Government Center (2100 Clarendon Blvd) in the Cherry and Dogwood conference 
rooms on the lobby level. 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of June 25, 2019 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Brief Update on 15th Street South Park [Diane Probus, DPR] (7:15-7:25) 
 
 
Brief Update on Holiday Inn Site Plan [Walter Gonzalez, DPR] (7:25-7:35) 
 
 
600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site Plan Public Space Area Update and Discussion [Trini 
Rodriguez, Parker Rodriguez, Inc.] (7:35-7:55) 
 
 
The Arlington County Community Energy Plan (CEP) and Biophilia [Joan Kelsch, DES] (7:55-
8:20) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:20-8:25) 
 

• Report on July 8th Storm Assessment 
o Park infrastructure was significantly impacted, including at least six (6) 

pedestrian bridges adjacent to the Four Mile Run and Gulf Branch streams and 
one (1) storage building at Bon Air Park all of which have been destroyed.  
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Restrooms, playgrounds, small foot bridges, fences, asphalt driveways and trails, 
as well as picnic tables sustained damage. DPR anticipates finding additional 
damage to its infrastructure as staff continues to assess and clean up.  

o All picnic shelters are open.   
o All trails are open except for the underpass at Wilson Boulevard (a detour has 

been set up to go over Wilson Blvd).  
o Restrooms at Glencarlyn Park and Bon Air Park remain closed; all others are 

open.  Portable toilets are located at the aforementioned restrooms locations.   
o Glencarlyn Park playground will take longer to open due to the loss of pour-in-

place safety surfacing and drainage damage. All other playgrounds will be open 
after the engineered wood fiber and/or sand is installed. Staff is in the process of 
creating purchase orders (POs) for contractors to begin cleanup work. Playground 
repair should begin this week with most being completed by the end of next 
week, except for Glencarlyn Park playground which will take longer. 

o Regarding the various, damaged or destroyed footbridges: no decision has been 
made on the many pedestrian bridges that were severely damaged or destroyed 
by the storm.  County crews are focused on cleaning up the tremendous damage 
and making parks safe for the community.  To protect public safety, the 
destroyed bridges initially have been removed.  Decisions on which of the bridges 
will be replaced will come later.  

o Due to damage from the recent flooding, the fitness room at Madison 
Community Center is closed until further notice. Cardiovascular equipment has 
been moved to Room 101, and strength training equipment has been moved to 
Room 105. Both rooms are open and ready for use. 

 
Photo of destroyed bridge at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 
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Photo of Bon Air Park storage building being swept away and restroom building still standing 
(but damaged). 

 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (8:25-8:40) 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• No additional updates. 

 
• 55+ (Dean Foster) 

• Registration for the July-August class sessions was held on July 1st. Registration 
went well. As usual, the popular classes of yoga, Pilates and swimming were the 
first to fill up and a waiting list was instituted for those who were too late to 
register. The new County-wide Program Specialist, Allison Cheek, was introduced 
to the 55+ sports and fitness committee. The temporary closure of the weight 
rooms as planned enabled staff to perform a deep clean of the facilities, better 
rearrange the fitness equipment and install/repair new exercise machines. What 
was unplanned was the flash flood event on July 8th which, in addition to 
damages to DPR trails, bridges, parks, streams, and trees, flooded the weight 
room area at the Madison Center. As a result, the weights and some equipment 
are being moved elsewhere in the center until repairs are completed. Our 
Pickleball program has three participants who medaled at a national meet in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The golf club has 333 members, 46 of whom are 
women. The club is considering possibilities to increase the number of women 
active in the club. July 22nd will mark the 75th anniversary of Arlington County’s 
Parks and Recreation program. To celebrate the event, five of our senior centers 
will each in turn over the day, host ice cream socials for the public. 
 



     4 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• No Issues in this reporting period.  All on schedule.  Outstanding question on 

County inclusion of rain garden or other mitigation for runoff resulting from the 
rebuilt basketball court remains. 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Kevin Rachlin) 
• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 

• The next meeting is not scheduled yet but is likely to happen before October. 
 

• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 
• County held a public meeting July 17. 
• A second public meeting in the fall will review and provide input on a preliminary 

draft concept design (fall 2019). 
• Public meeting comments:  Storm damage from the July 3.5 inches in 1-hour rain 

event was a prominent topic. The stream sustained lots of visible damage losing 
a major pedestrian bridge across from the nature center and 4 footpath bridges 
up and down stream.  New channels were dug by the rushing water 
overpowering the 8ft culvert under the asphalt path upstream from the nature 
center.  The culverts under Military Road were not large enough to support the 
major surge of storm water. The pollinator demonstration garden across Military 
Road from the nature center was overrun by storm debris but remains intact 
absent its protective fencing. 

• General concern from the urban forestry rep was mature tree loss during 
construction. 
 

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 
• Community Engagement and Final Design runs through July 2019.  Comment 

received about the increased size and orientation of the ball diamonds and 
associated negative environmental impact to 4MR. Upon checking with staff -- 
"There is no size difference between the new and proposed fields. The only 
significant difference is that we will be having fewer bleachers on the new adult 
diamond. There are currently two sets of bleachers and we will be going down to 
one. The adult games don’t tend to draw as large of a crowd. The new youth field 
will continue to have two sets of bleachers, two dugouts, and a warm-up bull 
pen. Overall, the existing fields take up approximately 124,000 SF and the new 
fields will take up approximately 122,000 SF."  The ball diamonds will be 
relocated away 4MR and the RPA buffer increased by design of a riparian path 
along the bank. 

• Other items discussed in the walkthrough: 
- Netting will be raised on adult ball field to protect those playing in adjacent 

field;  
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- The playground doesn't have tree shade, but shade sails will be used to 
cover much of the area 

- There may be an additional public walkway next to Shirlington Rd.  Too 
hard to expand the highway to add a public walkway.  Easier to put in a 
prefab walkway across 4MR to link the park to the Arlington Mill (bike trail 
side) 

- The Day labor gathering area across from Weenie Beanie will be moved 
about a block away down S. Four mile run drive 

- Resident X is vocal about light spill over.  A new county tool allows park 
architects to show how the field lighting will be placed (downward tilt).  To 
my eye the spillover seems negligible. 

- Also, some concerned about children noise from the playground.   
- Overall park look is designed to echo the previous industrial nature of the 

area, but it seems community participants are saying the words "industrial: 
but really seem to mean Modern -- a sleeker still look vs. open girder look.  
(I do not find the Industrial look proposed to be particularly inviting) 

- Question:  Does 18 ft high ball field netting traps birds like a mist net? Staff 
will ask Dave Farner. 

- Plans continue to include purchase of WETA property should it become 
available.  It would be turned into additional casual use space. 

- Tree plantings shown in the design are spaced at 40 feet.  That could 
become every 20 feet.  Some community concern that the trees would be 
too dense and create a hedge like effect.  Not so says the Arl. Co. rep from 
Urban Forestry dept. in Parks and Rec. 

 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross)   

• In planning for a study to support a County-wide, Joint Facilities Plan JFAC 
continues to hold Visioning and Scoping meetings.  The PSMP process and the 
Affordable Housing study documents have been cited as models for planning the 
study.   
 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 

• No meeting was held in July. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen)   

• No additional updates. 
 

• A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS)/Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) (Bill Ross) 
• The County Board approved formation and charter of the PSMP Implementation 

Advisory Commission, which will be appointed by the County Manager.  
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Appointments will be made over the next couple of months and the first meeting 
of the group will probably take place in the fall.   
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• Fire Station #8 – There is no explicit open space planned for this building.  

However, we have identified and sent opportunities for more biophilic design 
concepts that could be incorporated, while enhancing the quality of experience 
for firefighters.  There is also the opportunity to improve on the current 
streetscape and landscaping along Lee Highway that would align with ongoing 
longer-term plans for Lee Highway.   
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Duke Banks) 
• Other Items (Colt Gregory) 

• Attended a park ribbon cutting (near former Bergman’s Cleaners dry cleaning 
plant and now MOM’s Organic Market). 
 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
• 400 11th Street South – LCOR/Verizon Site (Bill Ross) 

- This residential development will help to add a previously unplanned, 
County-owned public space at the Crystal City/Pentagon City border.  This 
"teardrop" parcel will be designed using a public engagement process.   
Building of this public space will be supported by a private development 
contribution.  A letter to the County Board in support of the public space 
aspects of this project is recommended.   
 

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
- As noted in previous messages, we have expressed various concerns about 

the location, size, configuration, and utilization of the planned privately-
owned park, the connections to and through the park, and the loss of trees 
for the neighborhood.  At SPRC meetings, initial comments have supported 
casual use amenities, as opposed to active use amenities at the park.  
Commissioners comments on this or other issues can help instruct a letter 
to the County Board.   
 

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses (Bill Ross) 
- The July 25 SPRC meeting was postponed allowing the applicant and staff 

to reconsider some of the planning for the two proposed small parks at this 
location.  SPRC members have questioned the continued need for so much 
surface parking to be kept, as opposed to expanding the available open 
space.   
 

• Market Common Clarendon (Bill Ross) 
• Metropolitan Park 6, 7, 8 – National Landing (Shruti Kuppa) 
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- On July 15th, the Long Range Planning Committee met to discuss 
Metropolitan Park phases 6-8. The applicant, JBG Smith, and staff 
presented information on the proposed change to the PDSP and, for PRC 
purposes, how the changes would help increase open space. As we move 
into the SPRC process, the applicant will have to contend with issues such as 
how to invite the public into a park nestled between buildings. 
 

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Rosslyn Holiday Inn (Bill Ross/Leo Sarli) 

- As noted in previous messages, a major issue is obtaining significant private 
contributions from the current applicant, as well as future Rosslyn 
developers, for improvements to Gateway  

- Park.  The commission should produce a letter emphasizing this and other 
open space issues in preparation for a September consideration by the 
County Board. 

 
• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 

• The next meeting, at the 60% design stage, will be in mid-fall this year. 
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The June UFC meeting featured a presentation by Russell Schroeder and Richard 
Tucker on the Housing Conservation Districts. These districts are a tool for 
Arlington to promote and preserve a range of housing types and affordability 
levels as developers consider replacement or upgrading of existing complexes. 
Commissioners responded to a request for suggestions with ideas on tree 
preservation requirements, using the PSMP as general guidance, using biophilic 
design, and involving landscape architects early in the process. Many older 
complexes have mature trees and grounds, which members feared are vulnerable 
in redevelopment. 

• The second agenda item was an update on the recent activities to promote the 
biophilic cities initiative and implement PSMP recommendation 3.3.1. Caroline 
Haynes and David Howell discussed recent meetings with County Board 
members, the County Manager, and a planning session held in May with County 
staff and Prof. Tim Beatley, founder of the Biophilic Cities Network. 

• The third item was a discussion of the County Manager’s memorandum on why 
the County did not take action to prevent cutting of the State Champion Dawn 
Redwood tree at a north Arlington home site. Vincent Verweij fielded questions 
on the Dawn Redwood Memo. Questions followed on justification for removal, 
impervious area, and the second house, proposed at 3264 N. Ohio St.  

• A fourth item, review of revised criteria for the Notable Tree Award Program, was 
deferred to the July meeting due to lack of time. 
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• Village at Shirlington Special Land Use Study (Dean Foster) 
• The Long-Range Planning Committee met on June 25th for orientation and 

preparation for the Shirlington Special Land Use Plan (GLUP) Study Plus. 
• For background, in December 2017, Federal Realty Investment Trust (FRIT) 

submitted a request to county zoning for a Special Land Use Plan (GLUP) Study of 
the properties owned by FRIT in the Village at Shirlington.  Specifically, FERI 
requested a GLUP amendment from “low” Office-Apartment-Hotel to “medium” 
O-A-H with associated zoning to go from C-0-1.5 to C-O-2.5.  In May the Hilton 
hotel site was added to the request, and in June, WETA became a co-applicant.  
The Special GLUP Study is needed because the requested change is for an area 
without an adopted plan. 

• With no established overall area plan guidance (other than a most recent 2000 
year amended Phased Development Site Plan) the study area was expanded 
beyond the applicant’s properties to include the remaining properties within the 
Village at Shirlington to better guide potential development and retail 
enhancement.  The ultimate objective of the study is to aid the county board in 
determining if the board should consider advertising amendments to the GLUP to 
include the study area. 

• The LRPC has scheduled five work study meetings for this purpose, ending in late 
December, 2019.   

• Pertinent to the PRC, the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP provides that: 
- Privately owned public spaces should comply with PSMP Design Guidelines; 
- Existing park and open space amenities should have improved access and 

connectivity; 
- Park and open space amenities should be based on the PSMP Level of 

Service (LOS); and,  
- Consideration should be given to implementation of casual open space 

where appropriate and desired by the community. 
• The PSMP LOS indicates that this area could use better access to basketball 

courts, community gardens multi-use trails and tennis courts.  
• Existing amenities within the Village at Shirlington include the Plaza at Signature 

Theater and the Campbell Avenue fountain area. 
• To the north of the Village and abutting Arlington Mill Drive, are the Four Mile 

Run Valley Parks-Jennie Dean Park, Shirlington Park and Shirlington Dog Park-all 
of which to varying degrees are under renovation and construction pursuant to 
the (4MRV) Park Master Plan and Design Guidelines. 

• The explanatory slides, maps and staff presentation at the June 23rd meeting are 
posted under “Meeting Materials” at the LRPC website. 

• The next meeting of the LRPC Village at Shirlington Special Land Use will be at 7 
pm on July 23rd and may include a walking tour of the area. 

 
Other Business (8:40-8:50) 
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• Letters to the County Board 
 
 
Next Meeting:  

• August 27, 2019, 5:00 p.m. (earlier start time) 
*The meeting will emanate from Walter Reed Community & Senior Center (2909 16th 
Street South).  Meet in Multipurpose Room A.   


