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Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Minutes – June 12, 2019 

2100 Clarendon Blvd  Azalea  

Commission members present – Kirit Mookerjee, Kristin Clegg, Christopher Bruno, Bismah Ahmed, 

Kellen MacBeth (Chair), David Timm, Zachary Butler. Absent: Matthew Whitefield.  

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Public Comment – Mr. Aleksandr Belinskiy recommended that the TLC consider a recommendation to 

the County to facilitate priority placement for displaced residents of Ellis Arms at nearby CAF properties 

and that the TLC support a request for “waiver on minimum income requirement for placement on the 

waitlist.” Steve Davis Arlington Green Party – expressed support for consideration of income from other 

sources to maintain diversity in the County. Alex Howe member of the Alexandria Tenant-Relations 

Commission expressed interest in collaborating with the TLC on future initiatives of mutual interest.  

Stan Carson, President of Raform/Ft. Myer Civic Association expressed support for affordable housing 

and encouraged the TLC to protect the interests of displaced households and to provide relocation help 

to ensure they continue to live in the area. There were two other comments about the need for 

landlords to be more flexible in accepting housing grants (federal and local) to enable residents to afford 

housing.  

The May 8 meeting minutes were tabled in the interest of time. 

Member service Recognition – A resolution commending the service of former Commissioner Kendon 

Krause was put forward by Chair Macbeth; it was proposed for acceptance by Commissioner Butler and 

seconded By Commissioner Clegg. 

New member David Timm was welcomed to the Commission, he will serve as a tenant representative. 

Commissioner Timm spoke briefly of his background and pro bono work with Virginia Law Center.  

Relocation Plan 1523 Fairfax Drive (Ellis Arms) Nicolas Cumings, Attorney for the owners of Red Lion 

Inn, highlighted revisions to the relocation plan resulting from a tenant meeting held on June 4th and 

follow up discussion held with staff. (Relocation plan available on website). Tenants were informed and 

offered transportation services and the assurance that security deposits and relocation payments would 

be provided in a reasonable time period and that there would be flexibility in accommodating requests 

from residents. Stan Carson, asked what additional services could be provided by the county to assist in 

finding housing. Saul Reyes from Bu-Gata responded that they could provide waitlists but could not 

force obligation from other housing providers. Chair, Macbeth commended the owner and attorney for 

providing additional services, beyond the guidelines. Following a few questions for clarification the plan 

was approved unanimously by the Commission.  

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Joel Franklin, Housing Planner (CPHD) gave a presentation on 

the plan to conduct an Analysis of Impediments or assessment of Arlington’s Fair Housing laws, statutes 

and ordinances that affect housing accessibility, location and availability. He outlined the components of 

the study including collection and analysis of data and issues that impact fair housing and identified the 

timeline and overall process.  Chair, Macbeth had questions about the final product, whether regional 
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data or local data would be available and was told that although data will be collected and analyzed 

regionally, each jurisdiction would identify its own goals and actions to achieve goals. Chair, Macbeth, 

commented on data specific to African Americans and housing discrimination and the issue of criminal 

history and housing discrimination against minority groups and persons affected by criminal history and 

whether data collected could address this. He indicated that TLC will collaborate with staff to ensure 

stakeholder involvement. He suggested that staff include all Housing- related Commissions to ensure 

wide collaboration. Saul Reyes, suggested that familial status be considered by the Human Rights 

testing, as this is an area of concern for residents. 

Furthering Housing Accessibility for Income-Assisted Renters (FHAIR) SOI Proposal Kellen Macbeth 

(Chair) introduced Michael Pruitt (committee member) to the Commission and announced the proposal 

which they had researched and written. There was significant concern from Commissioners, Ahmed and 

Clegg, as representatives of landlord interests, that this proposal has not had input from landlords who 

are represented on the Commission. The proposal does not have the benefit of that perspective, as no 

landlords were interviewed to understand how the recommendation would affect them. Commissioner 

Amed commented that there is data that might be available from AOBA to inform the proposal. They 

both felt that the entire Commission had not been consulted in the development of the proposal. Both 

Commissioners, felt that the proposal should be tabled, until there was consultation with landlords or 

their constituents to include their views. Other Commissioners, Mookerjee and Bruno, suggested that 

the proposal be heard, discussed and then determine next steps. Chair, Macbeth offered several 

explanations as to why there was no consultation with landlords, felt that the proposal could benefit 

from various opinions, and that he had not received comments prior to this meeting. After much 

discussion, the presentation took place. The major tenants of the proposal  were -  it would be illegal for 

landlords to refuse housing to persons with a HVC voucher and/or housing grant; it will address housing 

discrimination against minority populations and the elderly and families with small children who are 

often the recipients of housing vouchers; would make affordable housing programs more accessible and 

allow funds to be available for more units. The proposal will likely impact about 8 households per year. 

Joel Franklin commented that data to be collected for the AI could show where housing grants are 

located and could give better sense of the problem and its magnitude.  

Chair Macbeth encouraged other Commissioners to reach out to the landlord community to provide 

concrete feedback to the TLC. Commissioner Ahmed was concerned that the proposal was not balanced, 

in not representing an overall Commission view point. She indicated that unless the proposal represents 

both viewpoints it ought not to be promoted as a TLC proposal. Chair, Macbeth, agreed to represent the 

proposal as his personal view in his presentation to the Human Rights Commission.  

Subcommittee Reports  

Eviction Reduction Proposal (GDC) – DHS and Commissioner Whitfield representing Legal Services of 

Northern VA met with Arlington Judges on May 30th. Commissioner Whitfield was absent, therefore the 

report was tabled until the next TLC meeting. 

Housing Discrimination Subcommittee – a report of the subcommittee meeting held on 5/13/19 was 

circulated to Commission members. The next meeting will be held June 17 and the discussion of criminal 

history and housing discrimination and how best to frame the topic would be explored. 
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Member and Staff reports: Staff reported on Housing Arlington – six Initiatives discussed; feedback 

requested through Housing Arlington website. Housing Matters Forum – June 20; DES request for 

members to join Utility Rate Study Advisory Group. 

Chair Report: Chair, Macbeth reported that he had meetings with Matt de Ferranti and Chair Christian 

Dorsey about the SOI proposal and other ideas he had for the work of the TLC. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


