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TO:   Historical Affairs & Landmark Review Board 

 

FROM: Lorin Farris, Historic Preservation Planner 

 

DATE:  August 14, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Fort Myer Heights/Wilson School Historic Marker 

 

Background Information 

 

On June 19, 2019, Arlington Public Schools (APS) presented a draft historic marker for the former 

Woodrow Wilson School building to the Historical Affairs & Landmark Review Board (HALRB). The 

historic marker is one of the conditions of the Use Permit dated February 17, 2017 for APS to complete. 

The HALRB discussed the content and appearance of the draft historic marker in detail and required 

specific changes be made before the Board could approve it. There were no public comments during the 

HALRB meeting in June concerning the content or appearance of the historic marker. APS agreed to 

these changes and would coordinate with Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff to present those 

changes during the HALRB meeting on July 17, 2019.  

 

During the HALRB meeting on July 17, 2019, APS presented their changes to the draft historic marker. 

HPP staff specifically addressed the title suggestions for the historic marker and requested guidance from 

the HALRB on three possible options: 1) Fort Myer Heights School; 2) Woodrow Wilson School; or 3) 

The Wilson School. The HALRB preferred Woodrow Wilson School as the title of the plaque, as this was 

the common nomenclature for the former school building. There were no public comments during the 

July meeting concerning the content or appearance of the historic marker. The HALRB approved the 

marker with the changes that were discussed, including the preferred title of the marker, font choice, 

eliminating the reference to the third architect, and inserting a reference to the Maury School.   

 

On July 22, 2019, HPP staff received a telephone call from Arlington County resident Lee White. Mr. 

White had recently served on the Naming Committee for Stratford Middle School. After reviewing the 

HALRB meeting minutes from June (the July minutes were not available), Mr. White contacted HPP staff 

and expressed his concern with the title of the plaque being “Woodrow Wilson School.” Mr. White 

pointed out that Woodrow Wilson was an active supporter of eugenics and that giving his name such 

prominence on the plaque would be disrespectful.  

 

HPP staff notified the APS Project Manager, Thad Nicholson, and Jeffrey Chambers, Director of Design 

& Construction for APS. HPP staff explained to APS staff that they could continue forward with 

producing the plaque as approved by the HALRB or make changes to the content on the plaque to address 

the concerns presented by Mr. White. HPP staff explained to APS that the HALRB would need to review 

any changes to the plaque to satisfy the Use Permit requirements. APS staff chose to make the changes to 

the title of the plaque from Woodrow Wilson School to Fort Myer Heights School, which is historically 

appropriate since the surrounding community was called Fort Myer Heights and was the building’s initial 

name. Also, APS decided it would remove any mention of Woodrow Wilson from the caption of the 



 

 2 

historic photograph. The historic context about the school has not changed and there continues to be 

language in the text about the school being named after Woodrow Wilson.  

 

Recommendation 

 

The HPP staff recommends the approval of the applicant’s proposed changes to the historic marker. 

Changing the historic marker title to Fort Myer Heights School reflects the first historical name of the 

school building. The proposed changes to the historic marker will continue to provide a brief and accurate 

history of the demolished school building. The new title of the historic marker will provide a link between 

the demolished school building to the new school building, as the new school building will be called “The 

Heights.” Lastly, these changes to the historic marker takes into consideration the concerns expressed by 

the public and APS. 


