
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

Minutes 6-3-19 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium. 

 

In attendance were: Caroline Haynes (UFC), David Howell, Julie Mullen (Park & Rec), Claire 

O’Dea, Teresa Leonardo, Shawn Norton (E2C2), Alonso Abugattas, and David Farner (DPR) 

 

Introductions made all around 

 

No public comment 

 

Minutes from May 6, 2019 NRJAG meeting were adopted 

 

Guest:  

 David Farner, Assistant Division Chief, Environmental Operations, DPR 

 

Discussion with David Farner, the new DPR Assistant Division Chief 

 

David Farner, who recently became DPR’s new assistant division chief, and formerly head of the 

Conservation and Interpretation Section of Arlington Parks and with Arlington for 13 years, 

introduced himself. He discussed the upcoming updates of the integrated Forestry and Natural 

Resources Management Plans.  

 

Review of meeting with Tim Beatley, Biophilic Cities 

 

David Howell and Caroline Haynes provided a review of a meeting with Tim Beatley, the 

founder and director of the Biophilic Cities Project, based at the University of Virginia School of 

Architecture. Staff from CPHD, DES, and DPR met with Dr. Beatley to explore Arlington’s 

possible participation in the biophilic cities network. The group discussed what being biophilic 

means, in particular to Arlington, and what is already being done now that could be considered 

under the biophilic umbrella. The group discussed next steps, including a future meeting to better 

define specific steps that Arlington might include in a resolution. 

 

Staff Updates 

 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates; 

• The RFP (Request For Proposal) for the integrated forestry and natural resources 

management plan update has been drafted and is being reviewed by the County lawyer. 

• The native plant nursery is in full production, holding regular volunteer work dates. 

• The native plant nursery is working more closely with the landscaping unit. This includes 

dividing and potting up several hundred black-eyed susans that were donated to 

landscaping. 



 

Member Reports:  

• David Howell (Park & Rec) noted concerns the commission had over the new accessory 

dwelling standards and relocatables in particular in regards to decreasing permeable 

surfaces. 

• Julie Mullen (Park and Rec) reported that the scooter study had been extended into the 

Fall, and noted that it lacked commission input. 

• E2C2 commissioners informed NRJAG that a letter was in the works regarding plastic 

pollution. 

 


