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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

August 8, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Fire Station #8  
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has monitored public meetings and planning on the design 
of the new Fire Station 8 on Lee Highway. The commission is generally supportive of the 
project.  However, we do want to offer a few suggestions for consideration about the site and 
structure. These suggestions relate specifically to the facility design and site landscaping, and 
support the creation of an optimum “habitat” for our responders, while also enhancing the energy 
efficiency of the building(s). 
 
Any high-value mature trees on the site, as determined by county urban forestry staff, should be 
preserved from destruction and should be protected during the construction process. Trees are an 
asset to the neighborhood, to the occupants of the station, and to the environment, and mature 
trees have current value that should not be eliminated for reasons of convenience. Likewise, the 
landscape design, whether within the site or along Lee Highway, should include native trees, 
shrubs and other features, including rain garden and permeable surfaces where those are 
practical. Natural features promote resilience and sustainability for the environment and for 
residents and employees.  Finally, trees and large shrubs should be considered for creating sound 
and sight buffering for the surrounding neighbors.   
 
We also urge consideration of a roof structure designed to accommodate a vegetated, usable 
surface, to include grasses, ground cover, shrub plantings and small tree species. Green roofs 
reduce temperature extremes and therefore energy consumption required to heat and cool 
buildings. This will also provide a relaxation and recreation space for firefighters and EMT staff 
who spend days in a “wait” mode, needing to be alert and focused on a moment’s notice. 
Depending on the design, some recreational amenities could easily be placed on the roof, in 
addition to features such as shaded areas to meet, work, and eat. Small game setups could be an 
option, as well as physical training stations.  
 
The building design option selected has a small footprint. However, PRC believes that the built 
structure can provide needed space, at very reasonable cost, for outdoor activity. Such a feature 
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should be welcomed by emergency services leadership, and appreciated and used by employees 
stationed at Fire Station 8.  We support preliminary design ideas that are examining small 
landscaped plazas with memorial/historical features.   
 
An additional consideration is that if solar panels are anticipated, their performance in warm 
weather is better when used in conjunction with green roofs, since voltage output degrades 
according to ambient operating temperature. Placing them on asphalt roofs diminishes their 
performance even when official air temperatures are in the comfortable range for outdoor 
activity. These two features can be complementary, and enhance the benefit of both rooftop 
features. 
 
The PRC is committed to the concept of biophilic planning and design in Arlington. The 
inclusion of nature and natural features in the built environment is becoming recognized as an 
important priority in the sciences and in urban planning. Examining this policy issue is already 
included as recommendation 3.3.1 in the recently adopted Public Spaces Master Plan.   
 
Occupations such as emergency services can create stress and tension from both the active, 
emergency situations as well as the inactive, boring spaces in between. Incorporating a natural 
roof garden and recreation area would be of value to the department and noteworthy among 
progressive jurisdictions, perhaps bringing additional recognition to Arlington as an innovative 
county. 
 
The PRC believes that the above considerations are in line with the urban design and public 
space principles that have arisen out of the Plan Lee Highway process.   We appreciate the 
opportunity to convey our views and commitment to incorporating nature into the built 
environment for all facilities projects.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Greg Emanuel, Director, Department of Environmental Services  
 Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 
  
 


