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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

August 7, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Verizon 11th St. Project 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has participated in the Site Plan Review Commission 
meetings for the Verizon 11th Street project and broadly support the current approach that will 
develop a county-owned open space that was previously not planned for this part of Crystal City. 
 
This northern area of Crystal City is in particular need of green open space.  Creatively designed, 
a park along the Army-Navy Drive/Eads Street corner can provide a welcome gateway to Crystal 
City/Pentagon City and a buffering transition from the concrete and asphalt area to the north.  
We look forward to participating in the public engagement process for determining the amenities 
and design of the park. At this point, we support neighborhood preferences that the park 
predominantly serve casual uses.   
 
Public Space Planning -- One concern we have about the park planning process is the challenge 
of coordinating park/open designs in the presence of several other Crystal City/Pentagon City 
office and open space projects that are currently being considered on the same side of Richmond 
Highway.  Between the Crystal Houses, Metropolitan Park 6, 7-8, Pen Place, and the Verizon 
11th Street Site, it would be desirable to coordinate the types of amenities proposed for these 
spaces. This coordination is a challenge given the individual nature of these projects and the 
timing of their processes. In any case, we would hope that county planners, private developers, 
neighboring residents and businesses, and others can carry out some coordination using guidance 
provided by the Crystal City Sector Plan, the Pentagon City Phased Development Site Plan, and 
the Public Spaces Master Plan. The later explicitly lists access standards, urban design, and 
biophilic principles for various pubic space amenities and facilities. Of particular importance will 
be the consideration of how the new open spaces in this area can be connected. The planning for 
the spine of Pen Place and Metropolitan Park open spaces provides good guidance in this regard.   
 
We expect that the County park development will be funded substantially by the applicant or 
from other private developer contributions, as the main beneficiaries of the open space will be 
the residents and businesses at the new building and at the Altaire, next door. We understand that 
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the location of the park will be contiguous with the applicant’s residential/retail buildings and 
that a design that will support the success of these businesses will be important.   
 
Biophilic Design –  As we are doing for all new site plan building projects, we urge that the final 
design of rooftop amenities and other features incorporate green roof, natural plantings, and 
other biophilic concepts. We urge consideration that roof or interior plaza structures be designed 
to accommodate vegetated, usable surfaces, to include grasses, ground cover, shrub plantings and 
small tree species. Green roofs reduce temperature extremes and therefore energy consumption 
required to heat and cool buildings. 

Thank you for this opportunity to share our views. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Claude Williamson, Director, CPHD 
 Members, Planning Commission  
  
 


