
Urban Forestry Commission 

July 25, 2019 

Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Phil Klingelhofer, Chair 

Nora Palmatier 

Kate Donohue 

John Carey 

Evelio Rubiella 

Caroline Haynes 

Josh Handler 

 

County and State Staff 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Steven Bernheisel, APS 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

Guests 

No guests 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

Public Comment 

No public comments 

Community Energy Plan – Richard Dooley, Department of Environmental Services 

Mr. Dooley presented on the updates to the Community Energy Plan. 

Discussions followed on: 

• Including tree data into the carbon calculation 

• Current residential energy use 

• Trees take precedence over solar 

• Transportation targets 

• The impacts of tree canopy increase and decrease on carbon storage and sequestration 

• SITES certification 

• Requiring green building in by-right development 

• GreenHome Choice 

• Changing state code  

• The impact of off-site compensation 

A letter was proposed to comment on the Plan. The motion to draft the letter, by Commissioner 

Haynes, was passed unanimously. Due to the August recess, the letter will be drafted and 

approved through email. 

Notable Tree Guidelines – Vincent Verweij 

Mr. Verweij outlined the current requirements for notable tree designation. It was suggested to 

create a subcommittee to assess language, to be drafted by staff. 



Letter on legislative priorities – Phil Klingelhofer 

The letter was discussed. Commissioners suggested edits at the meeting. 

The letter was approved unanimously, with the changes discussed. 

Commissioner Handler inquired whether tree canopy targets set by the Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Ordinance have been met. Mr. Verweij responded that there is interest to learn 

about the effectiveness of the policy, this research has not been done. 

Tree Biology - Vincent Verweij 

Mr. Verweij presented on current and historic information on tree biology. 

June Minutes and Commission Infrastructure (Work plan, Annual report, Memberships)  

The June Minutes were approved unanimously, with a suggested fix to remove “may be 

appropriate” from the discussion on the Dawn Redwood memo. 

Chair Klingelhofer suggested the UFC may want a larger purview, over natural resources issues, 

and will share a paper summary of the suggestion. 

Staff reports: 

Parks 

• Oakland – The elm tree was structurally pruned and a Cambistat pre-treatment was 

performed by Landscape staff.  

• Madison Manor – The tree pre-construction meeting was held on July 11 and controls are 

being installed.  

• Benjamin Banneker – The pre-bid meeting was held July 16. A pre-construction meeting 

will be held once the contract has been awarded. 

• Jennie Dean – Met with Commissioners to go over most recent park design and gather 

comments.    

• Nelly Custis – The final walkthrough was held. One tree on site will be replaced, and 

several redbuds were elevated to prevent pedestrian conflict. Park opened on July 19.  

  

DES & NC Projects 

• Sparrow Pond – Review is nearly at 60%. DES and DPR staff has had productive 

meetings regarding overall design and project expectations. A second plan is being mocked 

for an expanded forebay and ponds. Both designs will be shown at 60% review.  

• N Randolph St Stormwater Repair – Met with DES staff to perform a tree inventory on 

County and NPS land. Urban Forestry will review the 30% design once DES prepares the 

plan. The current proposal removes a high amount of trees on County and NPS property. 

Adam is working to look for alternate solutions 

• Donaldson Run Tributary B – Urban Forestry met with DES Stormwater to go over 

revised plans for Tributary B, including a shifted LOD.  



 

State Projects 

• East Falls Church Metro (WMATA) – Urban Forestry reviewed conceptual designs for 

a new bus loop and parking. 

                                                                                                                                        

4.1 Site Plans and Large By-right Plans 

 

• Key Bridge Marriott – The final 4.1 application was reviewed and comments sent. 

Urban forestry is focusing on preserving trees in the SW area of the lot, invasive removal 

both onsite and offsite (NPS property), and increasing canopy on rooftops and courtyards. 

• Crystal Houses 3: Staff attended the SPRC for this project. There will be a high impact 

to on-site tree canopy, and staff is working to minimize this as much as is practicable. A 

stormsewer along Eads St is posing a difficult design challenge, as it runs underneath 

proposed planting strips. It has been suggested to move the tree strips over, and have a 

cycle-track bike line above the stormsewer, instead. 

• Stafford Place/Ballston Quarter – An administrative change was submitted by 

developer for Ballston Quarter. Due to bridge construction, a proposed street tree at 

Stafford Place needed to be removed because of space constraints. Payment will be made 

to the Tree Canopy Fund in lieu of replacement. 

• Tuckahoe Elementary – Care of Trees used an air spade to look at the roots of the 

notable Mockernut Hickory. There is only one large root in the area being excavated for 

drainage. That root will not be pruned and the contractor will keep it moist and protected 

while it is exposed. 

• Three Oaks Park – Project arborist Dean Wood de-compacted the soil surrounding the 

large oak. Only one Scarlet Oak was available for the replacement planting, and one Elm 

was planted as a placeholder. In the fall the 2nd Scarlet Oak will be planted, and the 

condition of the 1st Scarlet Oak will be assessed and replaced if necessary. 

• The Gables – Inspected the street trees and new onsite trees and approved the Shell and 

Core/1st Partial Occupancy for building A. 

• 600 N Glebe/Harris Teeter – Updated site plan was reviewed and comments sent. Focus 

for Urban Forestry is on the public park parcel with access from Thomas St and the 

preservation of the two large willow oaks (1 onsite, 1 offsite.) Met with other county 

reviewers and the project’s landscape architects to discuss park design that is mindful of 

preservation of these trees. Developer will be required to hire a third party project 

arborist to monitor the trees. 

• 4238 Columbia Pike – Attended pre-4th submission meeting with developers and other 

county reviewers. Urban Forestry is working with the developer and designers to 

minimize impact to the neighboring trees at the apartment complexes to the east. Several 

offsite trees will need to be removed due to their proximity to the property line and 

impact from a proposed retaining wall and sanitary easement.  

• 3865 N River St – Pre-construction meeting was held for this single family home that 

was rezoned for 4 homes. There is no preservation onsite, but a project arborist is 

required to monitor impact to neighboring trees. 



• Gilliam Place is completing their planting. Some dead trees will be replaced in the next 

planting season. 

  

Schools: 

 

• The Wilson School (The Heights) is finishing up their construction. Due to the need to 

occupy the building in the fall, and restricted use of a crane for delivering trees to the roof, 

trees were planted, and are being watering excessively, to ensure maximum survival 

• Fleet Elementary School is finalizing planting, as sections of the site complete. Trees are 

surviving well, with good watering care. 

 

By-right Plan review 

 

• 4219 Lorcom Lane – Pre-construction meeting for demolition was held. After significant 

community input due to concerns about the environmental impact of tree loss and 

potential flooding issues, the county worked with developer to reduce the grading and 

tree removal. 

• 1206 N Harrison – Builder (Evergreene Homes) damaged a large street tree across the 

street from their project. Urban Forestry sent a violation notice requiring a fine to be paid 

into the Stormwater Fund. 

• 6593 Williamsburg Blvd – Plan is currently under review. This site has generated 

neighborhood concerns due to the two large county owned trees at the front of the 

property and a large willow oak at the rear of the property. Urban Forestry will work with 

developer during review to preserve a least one of the county owned trees, in addition to 

the tree at the rear of the property. 

 

Operations 

 

• Staff are reviewing and responding to a high volume of resident and internal County 

correspondences pertaining to County trees.  

• Recent Summer storms have been inundating Urban Forestry with tree calls, which have 

occupied Urban Forestry operations staff. 

• Adam Lipera met with several local historic districts regarding tree concerns. Only one tree 

was approved for removal due to extreme rot.  

• Adam Lipera walked the Palisades Trail and marked four trees for removal. Three will be 

left as wildlife snags.  

• Adam Lipera is assisting the Department of Environmental Services Chief Environmental 

Officer, Greg Emanuel and Chief Deputy Director, Mike Moon, as well as other DES 

leadership in the permitting and work notification process that Dominion Energy shall 

follow when conducting reliability projects, including routine tree trimming maintenance, 

new overhead and underground construction, and streetlight work in Arlington County. 

This work is ongoing, with the next meeting being scheduled for August/September. 

 



Planting: 

• Our current tree planting coordinator, Andrew Knapik, is in an acting position for 

fields maintenance crew, until February. This position will not be open until the end of 

this acting period. 

• Tree planting for the Fall will still occur, as a list of planting is already prepared. Over 

700 trees are scheduled. 

 

General Planning: 

• A pre-bid conference for the Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Management 

Plan will be held next week, to answer questions of potential contract bidders. 

• Staff met with DES-stormwater reviewers, to work together to preserve more trees on 

private projects. DES is reviewing current code to improve practices, and Forestry staff 

will assist. 

 

Outreach: 

• Vincent Verweij presented on forestry programs at the Neighborhood Conservation 

Advisory Committee. Interest in trees was high. 

• Staff plans to attend the County Fair, as part of the Arlington Plays section. We will be 

answering questions about trees and our program, to Fair attendees. Many booths will have 

plants from our native plant nursery! 

 

Other:  

• Staff continues to keep an eye on IPM reports, for potential pest threats. 

• Spotted Lanternfly has not been spotted in the County, as of this year. Excuse the pun. 

• Adam Lipera and Alan Brady Jr. met with the Jr. Park Rangers to show them proper 

pruning techniques, and how we use power tools to remove trees. The park rangers 

assisted with a tree removal at Maywood Park (using non-powered tools) 

• Tree Canopy Fund review was completed on July 22, 2019. Thanks to Steve Sockwell, 

Nora Palmatier, and Steve Campbell, for attending on behalf of UFC and Tree Stewards. 

Almost 120 trees were approved. A handful were denied, as requests to plant on public 

property, and overplanting sites. 

 

Commissioner reports: 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (Caroline Haynes) 

There was no Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group meeting in July. In June David Farner, 

newly appointed Deputy Division Chief (replacing Brian Keightly) came and discussed 

upcoming plans for the integrated forestry and natural resources management plan. 

Park and Recreation Commission (David Howell) 

The Park and Recreation Commission had four items on its July 23 meeting agenda: 



 

• Diane Probus, DPR, provided a brief update on the status of the 15th Street South Park, 

which is a median strip park in between the east and west-bound lanes between Crystal 

Drive and Rt 1 in Crystal City. This park concept was in the sector plan and is now at the 

60% design phase, with DES having the lead at this stage because of the infrastructure. 

DPR plans a public engagement process for the actual park design and amenities as this 

moves forward. 

• Walter Gonzalez, DPR, provided an update on the Holiday Inn site plan process in 

Rosslyn. The key issues for PRC here are the re-design of Gateway Park, the funding 

sources (private, public or a mix), and the current negotiations with VDOT, which owns 

the right of way, for approval to amend the existing park. 

• Trini Rodriguez, of Parker Rodriguez, Inc, presented on behalf of the developers of the 

Harris Teeter Plan public space area. Recent consultations and plan amendments have 

expanded the area of the park, and two design options are under discussion.  

• Joan Kelsch, DES, provided an overview of the recently advertised Community Energy 

Plan, slated to go to the board at their September meeting. The plans ambitious goals are 

somewhat idealistic and oriented toward technology solutions. PRC staff noted that little 

attention is given to the role of the environment, natural resources (especially trees), 

human behavior, education and stewardship. The plan does not present an integrated or 

holistic view of energy consumption, energy efficiency, and pollution, as they relate to 

the urban ecosystem, as opposed to just the built environment. Those limitations may 

have been the definition of the CEP or its tasking, rather than the preparers, but the 

absence of the word “tree” and the use of “green” only in the clean energy sense 

represents very narrow thinking about the challenge and potential solutions. 

Planning Activities Notification 

Met Park 6,7, and 8 (Caroline Haynes): A public meeting was held on June 10 to lay out the 

process for considering the site plan for the first phase of the Amazon headquarters. The Long 

Range Planning Committee met on July 15 to consider requested changes to the existing Phased 

Development Site Plan, the primary one requesting a change from residential buildings to office 

buildings. The first site plan meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 29. The Amazon 

presentation listed "nature" as one of eight key objectives, and the site plan will include the 

remaining build out of Met Park. 

Harris Teeter SPRC Meeting 7/22/2019 (Kate Donohue) 

• Trees are clearly a major concern of the community, and many representatives from Hyde 

Park (condo adjacent to the development) voiced support for planting/preserving trees 

wherever possible. 

• There are currently 108 trees on the site, most will be removed. 182 new trees are to be 

planted. A few of the large trees (including a couple of willow oaks) currently on site will 

be preserved. 



• There are currently eight mature basswood trees adjacent to Hyde Park; they are slated 

for removal, but a number of people spoke out in favor of saving them. 

• The planned park has been expanded to cover 5/8 of an acre, rather than the original ½ 

acre. 
• An online survey will be open for comments on 7/23. 
• The SPRC requested and is waiting for an update to the tree canopy analysis and the 

Landscape Plan; these will be updated again before final approval is sought.  

Lee Highway (Caroline Haynes) 

Planners hold open studios every other Friday afternoon, but no meetings of the community 

forum (the larger group of 50) have been held since the kick-off meeting in February.  

Apparently the working group (10 members) has been meeting, but there has been no report on 

that to the members of the community forum, nor have those meetings been publicized to the 

group. 

Tree Stewards (Kate Donohue) 

• Training: Applications are being accepted for the next round of Tree Stewards Training 

covering Planting, Tree Anatomy, and Tree ID. This module will run from September 24 

through October 26. For details and to apply online, see the website at treestewards.org. 

• Pruning: Tree Stewards pruned trees at Cherry Hill Park, Walter Reed Community 

Center, and are planning to prune at Nottingham Elementary School. 

• Invasive Removal: Ongoing RiPs are held at Brandymore Castle from 10:00 am to noon 

the last Wednesday of every month. 

For more information on many of the above items, and others, please visit the TreeStewards 

website at: 

https://treestewards.org 

Tree Canopy Fund (Nora Palmatier) 

No report 

Arlington Tree Action Group (Kit Norland) 

No report 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable (Nora Palmatier) 

No report 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (Phil Klingelhofer) 

On July 11, 2019, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its 

monthly meeting, with two items on the agenda: 

 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftreestewards.org&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C8c46ac1a90134d05e15808d70fa3b76c%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636995068143626364&sdata=i6TF4wPOrtNITub8YEMDMwiiYu61ZGE%2BNcXfXMkSns4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftreestewards.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C8c46ac1a90134d05e15808d70fa3b76c%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636995068143626364&sdata=yO%2BRBXWeFqzf7sUVAB5wshaogPllKi8i%2BZjputuAN94%3D&reserved=0


Discussion / Action Items 

• Urban Forestry Presentation by Vincent Verweij, Forestry Section Supervisor – Vincent gave a 

wonderful presentation on Urban Forestry, Arlington’s tree canopy, value of trees, and related 

matters. The NCAC membership was extremely engaged and supportive of protections for trees, 

as evidenced by the lengthy Q&A afterward. No action was taken. 

• Vote on Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Qualified Project – This project was approved to be 

included with three other NCAC projects from the June meeting for recommendation for funding 

by the County Board. 

Project Status Report.  For a current status report on all approved NC projects, click here.   

Public Spaces Master Plan (Caroline Haynes) 

At the July 16 County Board meeting the County Manager announced the formation of the 

Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Implementation Advisory Committee. This is modeled off of 

NRJAG, to provide guidance on the implementation of the PSMP, and will be made up of 

representatives from nine commissions, including UFC, and a representative from APS. There 

was discussion by County Board members regarding next steps on the Biophilic Cities Network. 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (Colleen Orr)  

No report 

Virginia Department of Forestry (Jim McGlone) 

Dr. McGlone reported on changes in the organization of the Virginia Department of Forestry. 

There may be an impact to Arlington County, but it’s not clear yet. 

Arlington Public Schools (Jim Meikle) 

A watering truck has been organized to water new trees, on APS property. 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (Kirsten Ann Conrad) 

No report 

New Business – UFC Members 

Commissioner Handler mentioned some preliminary research with George Washington 

University. The Commissioner asked to discuss this report at the next meeting. 

Next Meeting 

September 26, 2019 - Room 311, Ellen Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2019%2F07%2FProject-Status-July-2019.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7Cd5090b7f375e4b4aecfb08d7113efdc2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636996834577866811&sdata=oAyKH6x01UFHN5mR4OakFrN0nkhtH7SbtnndaFvMfEI%3D&reserved=0

