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Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission 

Meeting Notes – July 10, 2019 

Members present: Zachary Butler, Kristin Clegg, Kirit Mookerjee, Kellen MacBeth, Matthew Whitefield, 

Esq. Christopher Bruno, Bismah Ahmed, David Timm. 

Public comment: Mr. Ludwig Gaines, Executive Director, Northern Virginia Apartment Association 

(NVAA) provided written comments that outlined the concerns about the SOI proposal.  Generally, the  

membership of NVAA opposes the proposal for several reasons, including the significant costs that 

would occur to owners and managers; the lack of consultation with the property owners and managers 

who would be severely impacted by the proposal; the need for more research and outreach to all 

stakeholders. Mr. Gaines offered to convene meetings with the membership to provide an audience to 

discuss and develop a balanced and well-informed policy.  

Mr. Gaines inquired whether the legality of the SOI was investigated before putting forward the 

proposal and advised that it is best to seek legal counsel, especially given the Dillion rule, prior to policy 

recommendations that present a significant shift in Federal and State laws.  Michael Pruitt, 

subcommittee member indicated that the County Attorney had not given an opinion on the matter. 

Jennifer Daniels, Housing staff, indicated that a related discussion including an Analysis of Impediments 

and discriminatory issues would be the best context for this policy discussion and will be taking place 

over the next 12-18 months, with opportunity for legal input.  

Mr. Gerald Pierce, President of NVAA and an Arlington Property owner, addressed the Commission on 

the SOI policy and indicated his objection to the proposal which would make a voluntary program 

mandatory. He described his experience with the Housing Choice Voucher program in terms of delayed 

rent payments, delayed lease sign-up, regulatory requirements such as HQS inspections, administrative 

burdens which increases costs to property owners. Several comments and questions were exchanged. 

Following both speakers Matt de Ferranti, County Board member and Commission Liaison, commented 

that the County Attorney has not yet given guidance on this issue and that there are many pressing 

issues requiring attention. He advised that the Commission continue to collect public feedback and have  

dialogue with the community of landlords and others, to assess the impact. A collaborative process is 

needed to arrive at a fair decision.  Chair, Macbeth commented that he plans to seek more community 

and industry feedback to bring the results back to the TLC for further discussion in late fall /winter.  

Alexandra Belinskiy – Mr. Belinskiy presented comments on the Housing Conservation District land use 

proposal and its impact on tenant relocation. His presentation highlighted the potential relocation and 

displacement impact on low income groups and the need for relocation assistance. He requested that 

the TLC consider this impact. 

Approval of meeting minutes- A few corrections were proposed to the May minutes, which were noted 

and approved. June minutes were reviewed and approved.   

Housing Conservation District Presentation –  

Russell Danao-Schroeder and Richard Tucker, CPHD Planners, discussed the proposed Land Use initiative 

which identifies twelve (12) areas within the County earmarked for preservation of MARKS through 

incentives to property owners and proposed land use regulations. The presentation described options 
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and policy trade-offs that include, increased density and height; parking flexibility and likely impact of 

bump-outs/infill, and partial and full redevelopment.  See presentation on website.   The purpose of the 

report is to generate community and stakeholder feedback and discussion; this will occur through the 

end of the year into the first quarter of 2020. There were several comments and questions from 

Commissioners and community members. It was questioned whether the policy would achieve the 

overall goal of preservation of a significant number of MARK units. Stuart Stein expressed concern that 

Option 3 (partial or total redevelopment) would result in significant displacement of tenants. He 

cautioned that relocation guidelines were currently inadequate for HCD projects to minimize or protect 

most vulnerable tenants. There was concern from Stephanie Derrij, a property owner about the impact 

of these policies on private property. Policy appears unfair and process not sufficiently transparent to 

property owners who are being burdened to provide affordable housing. Comments from Gerard Pierce 

voiced concern that preservation of older buildings could be expensive and that in general, the options 

recommended would not provide enough incentives for owners and would result in a limited number of 

units.  

Legislative Priorities – Chair MacBeth led the discussion on proposed legislative priorities which he had 

circulated to Commissioners prior to the meeting. There were four: 

1. Landlord responsibility to provide relocation assistance for illegally rented units- comments 

from Commissioners in general, felt that this recommendation required more information; 

building codes required timelines for compliance and there was insufficient evidence of the 

extent of the problem. It was felt that VRLTA being a comprehensive legislation, perhaps has 

provisions to address illegal units. 

2. Expansion of the Communities of Opportunity Tax Credit Program in Arlington – Commissioner 

Ahmed, stated that AOBA was in support of this recommendation. Other Commissioners were in 

favor as well. 

3. Amend Food and Beverage Taxing powers to provide parity between City/Town and County 

Authorities- Commissioners felt that proposing an additional tax would be burdensome and that 

this proposal was somewhat far removed from the immediate concerns of TLC and therefore, its 

ability to effectively support this. Commissioner MacBeth pointed out that the City of Alexandria 

was successful in increasing its meal tax, the additional tax is applied to increase funding for 

affordable housing.  

4. Establishment of Virginia Rental Assistance Program – Commissioner Clegg supported the idea 

but wanted an amendment to the language without reference to the HUD Housing Choice 

Voucher program. 

There was a motion to approve recommendations 2 and 4 with amendments. Motion was passed and 

unanimously approved.  

Subcommittee Reports 

Eviction Reduction - Commissioner Whitfield updated the Commission on the meeting with the General 

District Court Judges. There appeared to be favor towards certain aspects of the proposal.  The judges 

wanted to review the diversion program and comment on it with input from Court Clerks. Commission 

Clegg commented on the need for data to ascertain the reasons for evictions as this could have an 

impact on the action proposed. She felt that with more precise data which may be available from 

research and a possible polling of members in AOBA and NVAA, there could be value in the data or 
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information that could be collected, that would better inform the policy before further interaction with 

the Courts. She also felt that because it was a small Commission, we should focus efforts in areas where 

there could be most impact. Chair Macbeth, cautioned about being timely in collecting data and 

continuing the discussion. Nicole Harmon from DHS added that the judges were interested in getting 

more data from other jurisdictions on how the policy is implemented. She recommended continuing the 

discussion within the subcommittee and keeping the Commission informed.  

Housing Discrimination – Chair Macbeth provided the update.  He plans to continue outreach to 

property owners; he informed that three letters had been received, from NVAA, from S&S properties 

and from the Green Party and would forward letters to the wider Commission. He plans to include a 

landlord component in the next Housing Matters Forum to get feedback on the SOI proposal.  The 

Subcommittee is working on criminal background and housing discrimination. He plans to meet with the 

Continuum of Care to determine how to address criminal history.  

Reports: 

Chair report- Chair MacBeth reported on his phone meeting with Pat Carroll, County Legislative Liaison 

who commended the TLC for provided comments on short notice earlier in the year. He is working on  

having Amazon representatives meet with the TLC and field questions from Commissioners. He has had 

meetings with Matt de Ferranti to keep him informed of the work of the Commission. 

Reported on training for Commission Chairs where he received general information on the legality of 

meetings and discovered that there is no legal protection or insurance for Commission members as 

volunteers. He sought agreement from Commission members to bring this to the attention of the 

County Board Chair.    

Staff Report- Jennifer Daniels informed the Commission that the Notice of Funding Availability for 

Federal Grant funds was available to nonprofits.    

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  

 

 

 


