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HALRB Case 19-22 (HPCA19-00011) 

 

 A request by Kimberly Nguyen, owner of 3305 22nd Street North in the Maywood Historic District, to undertake 

exterior renovations including adding egress windows to the side elevations and modifying an existing sliding glass 

door. 
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HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

To:  HALRB 

From:   Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Date:   October 9, 2019 

Subject:  3305 22nd Street North, CoA 19-22, Maywood Historic District 

Background Information 

This property is listed as a non-contributing resource in the Maywood National Register Nomination, which 

describes the dwelling as follows: 

The four-bay-wide, wood-frame dwelling rests on a solid foundation. It is clad in a 

combination of brick veneer and aluminum siding and has a front-gable roof sheathed in 

asphalt shingles. It has a one-story front portico on metal posts and both multi-light vinyl 

fixed-sash and one-over-one vinyl sash windows. Other notable features include wide, 

overhanging eaves and a balcony on the second floor. 

Proposal 

The subject proposal is a request to undertake exterior renovations including adding three (3) egress 

windows to the side elevations, two on the east elevation at the basement level and one on the west 

elevation at the second story. The proposal also calls for modifying an existing sliding glass door on the 

second story of the front elevation. The applicant proposes to use vinyl replacement windows. The 

application includes changing the dimensions of existing windows to permit egress as well as removing a 

sliding glass door. The increased exterior wall area created by these fenestration changes will be covered 

with vinyl siding that matches the existing siding.  

 

The applicant closed off one of the existing sliding glass doors without approval after submitting the 

current application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA 19-22). The sliding glass door was filled in 

when the Design Review Committee (DRC) reviewed this case and staff presented pictures of the covered 

door at that time (see below for further details on the DRC review). Staff and the DRC advised the owner 

to postpone further exterior work until after a CoA had been issued for the property. However, on October 

8, 2019, the applicant informed staff that she had re-installed the sliding glass door on the front elevation 

and that she was now applying to maintain the sliding glass door as it was before they removed it. Staff 

cannot confirm that the sliding glass door was reinstalled to its previous condition. It appears that two 

large windows have been installed in the wall area where the sliding glass door was previously. 

 

DRC Review 

The DRC heard this case at its October 2, 2019, meeting. The committee expressed support for the 

proposed egress windows along the side elevations. The DRC further recommended that vinyl 

replacement windows are appropriate in this case since all of the home’s existing windows are vinyl and 

it is inadvisable to introduce a new material by requiring wooden replacement windows given that the 

house is non-contributing to the historic district. 

 

The DRC asked the applicants to come to the full HALRB to discuss their request for an after-the-fact 

approval of the removal and infill of the sliding glass door on the front elevation. The Committee 
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indicated that the full HALRB should discuss whether this change is appropriate or whether the applicant 

should be required to reverse the unapproved change to the façade. The DRC placed this application on 

the Discussion Agenda of the October 16, 2019, HALRB hearing without making a recommendation.   

 

Discussion and Recommendation 

Staff agrees with the DRC’s recommendation that the addition of egress windows on the sides of the 

house are appropriate and conform with Chapter 5: Exterior Renovation of the Maywood Design 

Guidelines. Staff further agrees that although the Maywood Design Guidelines state “Vinyl or aluminum 

(or vinyl- or aluminum-clad) windows are inappropriate to Maywood,” that the HALRB should make an 

exception in this case as it is preferable for the three additional proposed windows to match the existing in 

configuration and material. This meets the stipulation on page 19 of the guidelines: “Compatible window 

types ordinarily should be used in the same elevation. For renovations a similar type and size window 

should be installed.”  

Staff does not support the removal and infill of the sliding glass door on the front elevation, as this would 

alter the rhythm of the fenestration on the most visible part of the house and leave a noticeable void on the 

second level. Furthermore, Chapter 5: Exterior Renovation of the Maywood Design Guidelines outlines 

that, “Replacement siding should not cover or result in the removal of window, door, and corner trim 

members...” (p. 14). Staff recommends that the sliding glass door that the applicant removed be fully 

restored back to its previous condition.  

However, from visual inspection from the right-of-way, the applicant has since modified this space by 

installing two large windows rather than a sliding glass door. The HALRB needs to decide which 

treatment option is most appropriate – restoration of the sliding glass door opening to the prior condition 

or converting this same opening for two windows instead of a sliding glass door. 

 



Updated 3/01/2019 

HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: October 2, 2019 

For DRC: Robert Dudka, Charles Craig 

For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Serena Bolliger, Cynthia Liccese-Torres 

Case #  CoA 19-22 Agenda Item #   5

Applicant(s): Sanctus, LLC 
For Applicant(s): Kim Nguyen and Liem Huong 

(See attached application for applicant, address, name of property and property description, drawings, 
photographs, and proposed scope of work.) 

Design Recommendations: 

1. The addition of an egress window on each side elevation is appropriate. As the windows in the 
rest of the house are vinyl, it is appropriate for the replacement windows to be vinyl, rather than 
introduce a new material by requiring wood windows.

2. Come to the full HALRB with a proposed solution for addressing the sliding glass door on the 
front elevation, which was filled in without a CoA. It is not appropriate to remove the sliding 
glass door all together, however, an alternative type of door or window may be appropriate if it 
matches the appearance of the door it is replacing on the front elevation.

Findings: 

   Return to next DRC meeting 

 X      Send to HALRB  

If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

  Place on consent agenda 

    _    X      Place on discussion agenda: 

_____   Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided. 

_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 

_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  

_ X __ No recommendation.  


