
PUBLIC FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700, Arlington, VA 22201 
TEL 703-228-3525  FAX 703-228-3543       www.arlingtonva.us 

 
October 11, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Fire Station #8- Concept Plan Design 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
The Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) has held three (3) meetings so far during 2019 
regarding the Department of Environmental Services’ and the Arlington Fire Department’s 
concept design of the Fire Station 8 building and site. The PFRC consists of representatives from 
County Commissions, as well as project-specific representatives. 
 
The PFRC’s mission is to ensure that the highest quality of land use planning, design, 
transportation planning, and other important community aspects are incorporated into civic 
projects as assigned to the Committee by the Arlington County Board. The PFRC uses the 
Principles of Civic Design (attached) to inform the design of civic facilities in Arlington. 
 
Fire Station 8 Design 
Three PFRC meetings have been held since May 2019 to review Fire Station 8’s concept design 
and its conformance with the History and Legacy Working Group recommendations. One of the 
PFRC meetings was preceded by an interactive community open house that presented a number 
of ideas for the fire station’s design and for memorializing the history of Fire Station 8 on the 
site. Participants were asked to give their preferences as well as any other ideas they may have 
had. An on-line survey was also posted to obtain community feedback on the ideas. Based on the 
community feedback and the comments of the PFRC members so far, the design team presented 
two options at the third PFRC meeting. These options had many “mix and match” features. A 
consensus has developed that the Fire Station 8 will be a state-of-the-art facility for firefighting 
and for the health and safety of the firefighters. A consensus is still developing over the aesthetic 
and historical memorialization choices for the building and surrounding site. There is a 
consensus that it should strengthen the existing civic center that is comprised of the fire station, 
Langston Community Center and Hall’s Hill/High View Park.  
 
While the Committee’s members are pleased with the overall concept design, the work of the 
PFRC is not yet done with a few issues still outstanding which are addressed in greater detail 
below. The PFRC is confident these issues will be resolved in the next two meetings as the 
design evolves and further details are provided.   
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Remaining Issues 
The PFRC gave feedback on specific building design features such as materials, color, glass, 
roof uses, and memorialization choices. PFRC members raised some concerns with the design 
which they expect to see addressed at the next meeting on October 16th. 
 
First, several members noted concerns about having the main pedestrian entrance being off Lee 
Highway as well as most identifying signage. Most believe these features should be along the 
Lee Highway front of the building.  
 
Second, the landscape plan needs to be fully fleshed out with the addition of more trees and/or 
preservation of the existing trees where they do not interfere with operations.  
 
Third, sustainability needs to be addressed considering the county’s revised Community Energy 
Plan. For example, can the roof areas be used for solar panels, a green roof for storm water 
management, or as an accessible community amenity?  
 
Finally, the PFRC members gave their opinions on the various options for the memorialization 
components. Some would be built into the building’s façade design, while others would be part 
of the site’s landscape plan. Final choices remain to be made. All issues must also be viewed 
considering the overall budget committed to the project. 
 
Going Forward 
We look forward to working with staff and the design team in refining a schematic design for 
Fire Station 8. We expect that the PFRC will recommend a final design before the end of the 
year.  
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
James T. Lantelme, Chair 
Public Facilities Review Committee 
 
Cc:  Arlington County Board Members 
 Mark Schwartz, County Manager 
 Samia Byrd, Deputy County Manager 
 Claude Williamson, Director, CPHD 
 Greg Emanuel, Director, DES 
 David Povlitz, Fire Chief 
 Joseph Reshetar, Fire Division Chief 
 Matthew Cobb, Fire Captain II 
 Brett Wallace, PFRC Coordinator, CPHD 
 June Locker, Bureau Chief, DES 
  
Attached: 
PFRC Charge 
Principles of Civic Design 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/06/PFRC_Charge_June2014.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2016/02/PFRC_PrinciplesofCivicDesign.pdf

